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PREFACE- 



Air attempt has been made in the following pages to nanrale^suc- 
cinctly, but fblly, the history of New Jersey^ fnnn the time of its 

discovery by Europeans^ to that of the adoption of tlic constitution 
of the United States. By the latter event, the individuality of the 
Stated as a historical sabjecl^ is merged in the history of the nation ; 
and the sobsequent period of nnvaried political prosperil^y within 
her borders, presents few matters for the historian* 

The stopy we have told, has, for the inhabitants of the State, the 
interest of their peculiar and proper alOfairs ; but» like such affairs, 
may not prove attractive to strangers. Like Pennsylvania^ this 
State was founded by deeds of peace; and no community, in any 
country, can have undergone less vicissitude. Her prudence and 
justice preserved her from Indian hostility, and her distance from 
the frontier protected her from the inroads of the French. She has 
knownf therefore, no wars, save those commanded by the king» or 
undertaken in defence of her own civil liberty. To ponrtray the 
part, which, as a colony, she took in the one, and as an iiidependent 
State, in the other, it has been necessary to treat of the general 
colonial and revolutionary history; yet no further than was ind|is- 
pensaUe to exhibit the action of New Jersey. 

In the compilation of the work, resort has been had to all the 
known histories of the Anglo- American colonies, to ttie best writers 
on the American revolution, and to the minutes of the l^gialatore 
and the statuteSf for a period of more than one hundred and twenty 
years. From these sonrces, it is believed, that a faithful and ample 
narrative has been obtained. More particulars of the horrors which 
attended the revolutionary war, especially of those which were in- 
flicted by furious tory partisans^ might, perhapsf have been added, 
if full reliance were due to the partial newspaper aocounte, fre-. 
quently written under excitement uniavourable to truth. Yet, 
enough of these scenes has been described to display the nature and 
eztont of the snfferi^ga of the inhabitante; more would have served 
Ltier to disgust, than to entertain, the reader. 



Digitized by 



1 



iv 



The author sabmits mult of hia labours to the many sub- 
scribers by whom they have been encouraged, with an assurance of 
his readiness^ in another edition, to supply such ouiissions^ and to 
correct such errors^ as may be diacovei'ed in the present. 

March, 1834. 




CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

CompriBing Eventa from the DiBcoyery by EuropeanB, to the Grant from 

CharleB I. to James Duke of York. I. Ancient and Modern Principles oF 
Colonization. II. Voyages of the Spaniards and Portuguese upon the East^ 
Coast of Worth America" III. Voyages of the Italians^ Verrazano, and the 
Cabota. iV. First English Attempts at Discovery. V. i;|tfort8 ot Kaleigh 
to establigh a Colony. VI. Goanold opens a new Road — London and Ply * 
mouth Companies created. Vil- Voyages and Discoveries of Hudson. 
yill. Intercourse of the Dutch East India Company with America, and 
Formation of the Amsterdam Licensed Trading West India Company^ 
IX. Settlement of the Puritans at Plymouth. X" Formation of the Great 
West India Company in Holland. Xl. Voyage and Proceedings of Cor- 
nelius Jacobse Mey. XII. Measures of the Company to promote Emigra 
tion ; Purchases of large Tracts of Land from the Indians. XIII. Voyages 
of De Vries ; Colony planted — The Delawaie abandoned by the Dutch. 
XIV. Minisink SettlmnenlH on the Delaware. XV. Sottlcments of the 
Swedes on the Delaware— first Project of a Colony — first Colony---increaee 
ofSettlerti. XVI. Colonial Ciovernniont established — Colonel Print// first 
Governor. XVII. English Settlements upon the Delaware — prostrated by 
a united Force of Dutch and Swedes. XA lll. Swedish Government 
under Frintz and his Successors. XIX. Swedish Colony subjected by the 
Dutch. XX. Dutch Colonial Government on the Delaware— Possessions 
on the Eaat of New Jersey. XXI. Account of the Engliah Settlements 
upon the Delaware previous to 1664 — under Patent from Lord I^altiniore — 
under Grant to Sir Edward Ploeyden— by Traders from INew Haven. 
XXII. Plans of New England Settlers for Conquest of the Dutcli Colo- 
nies. XXIII. Duke of York fl Charter from the Crown and Grant to 
Berkeley and Carteret. XXIV. ConqucBt of New Netherlands, by Co - 
lonel ^icholls. XXy. English Government established on the Delaware. 
XXVI. Condition of New Netherlands at the time of the Surrender P<^Sf t 



CHAPTER II. 

Comprising Events from the Grant to the Ijuke of York, to the Division of the 
■ Uoloiiy, into East and West Jersey. I. Nature of the Estate acquired by 
tEc Duke of York, by the Grant from Charles I. II. Motives and Nature 
of^tlic Grant from the Duke of York, to Berkeley and Carteret. 111. 
Bounds of the Country cedetl. IV. Proceedings o^ the Proprietaries, to 
settle their Province of New Jj^rscy, &-c. — their Conccssioris." V Re^ 
marks on the Constitution. VI. Assumption of Government by Colonel 
NIcholls — Indian Grants. VH. Philip Carteret appointed Governor— His 
Efforts for Colonization — Advantages enjoyed b}^ the New Colonists. VIII. 



Unhappy Effects of the Dcmarid of Proprietary Quit Rents. IX. Recap ' 
ture or New Netherlands by Hollaiid— -and Restoration to the English. 
X. Re-grant of the Province to the Duke — Re-grant to Berkeley and Car- 
teret. aI. Return of Philip Carteret to the Government — Modification of 
^e Constitution. XII. Oppressive Conduct of Androsa, Governor of New 
York. XIII. Division of the Province into East and West Jersey . ~ 23 



CHAPTER ill. 

From the Diviaion of the Province, into East and West Jersey, to the Purchase 
of E aat Jersey, by Quakers. I Motives of the Quakers for Emigration. 
II. ^Sale of Lord Berkeley, _to ByUinge and Kemvicke. HI Assignment 
of ^eat Jersey to William Penn, and others in Trust, for the Crcdltori^ of 
Byllinge. W. Concessions," or Constitution of West Jersey. V. Mea - 
sures of the Proprietaries to promote Colonization. W. Commissioners 

a 



vi 



CONTENTS. 



appointed to Adminigter the Government of West Jereey — tiieir Procced - 
in^rg Vil. Increase or Emi^rranta--Sncce3a oi their Efforta. VIII. Death 
o t i^ir Ueorge Uartorot — SSuccesslul Kft'orts of the Colonists, to procure 
Relief from tiie Jurisdiction ol New York. IX. Extraordinary Pretensions 
of Byll ini^e. X. Resisted by the Proprietaries, in (icneral Assembly—- 
Samuel Jennings^ elected Governor — Proceeds to Eiigliincl, as Deputy of 
the Assembly— The Ritrht t)f Government, i)urchase°l by Doctor Daniel 
Coxe, and sul)3equently transt'erred to tlie VVeyt Jersey Society. XlTT 
Meeting of the F'irst Assenibly— ProceedintrB. All I. IModihcation of the 
t^aTw, relatinfMo Keliginus Faith. XIV. Death of Carteret— his Disposi * 
tion of East Jeraey. AV. Troubles nt the Close of the Administratiiui of 
Philip Carteret AVI. Review of the P(>licy f'f tlie Proprietary Govern - 
ments. XV 11. Comparison between the Laws of p]ast and West Jersey []2 

CHAPTER IV. 

From the Purchase of East Jersey , by the Quakers, to the Surrerider of the two 
Provinces to the Crown, I(i.-:'!2— 170'^. I. Purchase of East Jersey by Penii 
and his Ass( ) ciates— 'i'tiey admit others, not Quakers, to particit)ttte _in the 
Purchase U. H')bert Jiarclay appointed Governor for Life — Scotch Emi - 
grants — *A'^P'^.^,V_^'"V"rnors — Poundation of Ainboy — Vain Efforts at Com - 
merce. 111, l-^tforts of James II. to destroy Colonial Charter — Defeated 
by the Kevolutiou. IV. Andrew Hamilton, Deputy Governor — Death of 
Kobert Barclay — Interregnum— Andrew Hamilton. Govemor-in-Chief^ 
bu perse Jerem Basse — Reappointed — Dise<mtentof the Colonists, 

y. Attcnipt of New York to tax the Colony. VI Proposition from the 
Englisli Ministers for the Surrender of the Proprietary Governments — 
Negotiations relating tiuToto. V 11. Pinal and Unconditional Surrender — 
Lord C'ornbury appointed Governor— Outline of the New Government. 
VI 11. Stationary (.onditi(Ju of New Jersey — Causes thereof. IX. Condi - 
tion of the Aborigines--Purcha.scs of their Lands — Traditions of their Ort - 

f rin — Tribes luost noted in New Jersey — Treaty at Crosswicks — at Bnr - 
jngton and Easton — Pi"<tl Plxtinction of Indian Title to tlic Soil of INew 
Jersey. X. Review of the Title under the Proprietaries of East Jersey 
XI. Review of Title of Proprietaries of West Jersey. XII. Of the Parti- 
tion Line between East and West Jersey . . . . .50 



CHAPTER V. 

Comprising the Administration of Lord Cornbury. I. Arrival of Lord Corn- 
bury— -Demands a large and permanent Salary — being refused, dissolves 
the House. H. A new Assembly chosen — Part of ita Mcmbcis arbitrarily 
excluded — Measures of the (jovernor. IIL Third Assembly convened--- 
Determines to Petition the Queen, and to remonstrate with the Governor 
— Public Grievances — Delivery of the Remonstrance, by Samuel Jennings, 
ly. Reply of the Governor. V. Dispute on the I'reasurer s Accounts. 
VI. The Governor refuses the Message of the Assembly, which they enter 
upon their Minutes. VH i'he West jersey Proprietors, in England, 
dress a Memorial to the Commissioners of Trade and Plantations, against 
Cornbury — Addre.^s of the Lieutenant-Covepnor, and f rovincial Council, 
to the Queen. VHl. The Governor unable to obtain the f^ratification of 
his wisiies, by the Assembly, first prorogues, and then dissolves thenK 
IX. Utiensivc Conduct ot^ Lord Cornbury, in his Government of New 
Yorkr— His Character. X. Is reluctantly removed t>y Queen Anne — Im- 
prisoned by his Creditors ....... 76 

CHAPTER VL 

Comprising Events from the Removal of Lord Cornbury to the Close of the 
Admuustration of Governor Hunter, 1709 — 17U). i. Lord Cornbury suc - 
ceeded by Lord Lovelace — His Conciliatory Address to the Assembly. H. 
Ready disp(>sitit>n of the House to provide for the Support of Government 
— C'hangc in the Constitution of the Assembly — Assembly obtain a Copy 
of the Address ot' the Lieutenant liovernor and (.'ouncil. to the Queen, in 
favour of Lord Cornbury — Demand a hearing for their Defence before the 
(lovcrnor. 111. Death of Lord Lovelace aiid Accession ot Lieutenant 
Governor Ingf'ldsby. IV'. I'rompt itudc of the Province to aid in reducing' 
f)i?rFrench I'o.^^essioii.s in North .America V. Failure pi' the Expedition, 



CONTENTS. 



and renewed Efforts of the ColoniHta to revive it— Visit of the Chiefs of 
the Five Nations to England. VI- Capture of Port Roynl^ Colonel 
Nicholson and the American Forces. VII. Governor In^oldsby removed 
— Government administered by VViiliam Pinhorne as President ot" Council 
— Bucceeded by Goyornor Hunter. ^JI^' ■Biographica] Notice of Cover' 
nor Hunter. IX. Meets the Assembly, whicli pret'crt? Charges against 
Members of Council. X. E.xpulsion of a Member of the House tor hig 
Conduct in Council — Address to the Queen. XI. Hills proposed lor the 
Rehef of the Quakers defeated by the Council. XII. New Efforts f«r the 
Conquest of the French Provinces— Unfortunato Result. XIII. Co n- 
tinued Quiet of the Province. XIV- Division of the Assembly. XV. 
Governor Hunter returns to Europe — Testimonials in his favour by New 
Jersey and New York — Exchajiges his Commission with Williain iiurnet 

CHAPTER Vlf 

Containing Events from the arrival of Governor Burnet, to the Death of Go- 
yernor Morris, 1719 — 1 74G. I . Governor Burnet — Notice of his Character. 
II. Meets the Assembly — I^5"5c<:''^^i"g'^- 1 H Paper (ynrrency — an Account 
of its Rise and Progress. IV. liill proposed against denying the 'I'rinily, 
&xt. V. Governor Bernard rftmf)v^ed to MimHac.hn.set.ls. Vl. Is succeeded 
by John Montgomery — His Administration. VII. Death of Colonel Mont - 
gornery, and Presidency of Colonel Lewis Morrig— Arrival ol (jrovernor 
Cosby-— Harmony of the Province during his Adininistration — His Ueat h." 
VlH. Presidencies of John Anderson and John Hamilton, Esquires. IX. 
Lewis Morris, Governor of the Province of New Jersey, it being separated 
from New York — (rratitication of the Province. X. Ho ceases to meet the 
Council in Legislation. XI. Salaries of Officers. XH. Unpopular Con* 
duct of Governor Morris. XHl. War with Spain — Aid required by Oreat 
Britain, from the Colonies — promptly atlordcd by New Jersey — l'''urther 
disputes between the Governor and Assembly. AlV. Disingenuous Con - 
duct oi the Governor, relative to tl>e Fee Hill. XV. Opposes the Views"of 
the House, on the Rill relatiye to the Paper Currency— on that, circuni ' 
acribing the Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. X y l. Assembly refuse 
to proTide for the Salaries of the Public Olficers. X VH. Etlbrts at accom - 
modation— defeated by the discovery of the duplicity of the GovernoT^ 
Death of Governor Morris — John Hainilton, Esq., President. AVlil. bio- 

f rapliical Notice of Governor Morris. XIX. Apphcation made by his 
yjdow, for arreaxs of Salary — refused . . . . . 93 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Comprehending Eyents from the Death of Governor Morria to the Death of 
Governor Belcher — from 174C to 1757. I. War witli France— -Proposal oi' 
Governor Shirley to attack the French Settlements at Cape Breton — New~ 
Jersey votes two thousand Pounds for the Service— i-'avourable result of 
the Expedition. II. Proposed attack on Canada— New Je-r.sey Regiment 
raised and placed under tiie command of Colonel Philip Scluiylcr— March . 
for Albany — Threatcnod Mutiny. HI. Plan of the propoHcd Campaign. 
IV. Treaty of Peace. V^ Death of President Haiuilton— Devolvement of 
tlie Government on President Reading — Arrival of Governor i^elcher — ~ 
His Character. \i. Vexations arising from the Elizabcthtown Claims 
under Indian Grants — the Assembly disposed to palliate the Conduct"or 
the Rioters— Representation of tiie Council of Proprietors — their grievous 
Charge against tiie Members of Assembly, in a Petition to the King — ^Re 
House transmits a counter Petition — Disingenuous Conduct ot the House. 
Vll. Disputes relative to the •• Quota Bill. VI H Hostile ))roceedings"or 
the French in America. IX. Dillerence between tlie French and English, 
in their mode of cultivating Indian favour. X. Efforts of the French to 
occupy the English Lands. XI. E-xpedition of George Washington to 
Fort Venango. Xll. Measures of the English Government to resist 
f'rench encroachment-s. XHl. Convention of the C:olonies— Plan ot Umon 
proposed by Dr. Franklin— Condemned by New Jersey — Military Expedi ' 
t ion of Lieutenant Colonel Washington— is ca{)tured by the I' rench under 
De Vilhers. XIV Extensive Military Preparations ot Oreat lintain: 
Xy. Measures of New Jersey. XVI. Arrival of M.T ior Cienoral Braddock. 
Xyil. Convention of Governors to determine the Plan of the Campaign. 
XVIII. Acquisitions in Nova Scotia— Cruel Treatment of the Neutrals^ 



Vin CONTENTS. 

XIX. Now Jersey raigea a Regiment for the Northern Expedition — Mr. 
Fhilip Schuyler named Colonel. XX. Marcli of (reneral Braddock on tTie 
Western E.xpedition — ]''astidionHne8S and Presumption of the General — is 
attacked and defeated. XXI. Universal Consternation on this Defeat — 
Governor Belcher summons the Legislature — Inroads and Cruelties of the 
Indians— the Inhabitants of New Jersey give f^'f^J^*^ those of Pennsylvania. 
XXII. Success of the Nortliorn Expedition. XXIII. Provision against the 
AUack of the French and Indians XXIV. Plans proposed for the Cam - 
paign (Jf 1756 — Exertions of the Colonies. XXV. War formally declared 
between Great Britam and i'Vance. XXV 1. General Shirley removed 
from the supreme command — General Abercrombie, and, Bubsequently, 
Lord Loudon appointed. XXV 11. Suspension of Indian HostilitiesT 
XXyill- Sluggish Military Efforts of the English — Su ccess of the French 



in the North—Capture of part of the Jersey Kegiment, with Colonel 



Schuyler, at Oswego — Uisaatrous termination of the Campaign. XXIX. 
Renewal of Indian Barbarities. XXX. Military Requisitions of Lord Lou^ 
don — New Jersey refuse_8 to raise more than five hundred Men. XXXI. 



Unsuccessful Attempt of Lord Loudon on Louishurg. XXXII. Success of 
Montcalm— New Jersey prepares to raise four thousand Men— the remain^ 
der of the Jersey Regiment captured by the Enemy. XXXIII. Death of 
Governor Belcher — Biographical Notice of XXXlV. John Reading, Pre - 
■'rfft»t - - - - - - - - 106 



CHAPTER TX. 



of the 



Containing Events from the Presidency of Mr. Reading to the Repeal of 

Stamp Act—from the year 174() to the year IJiHo. I. Influence of Mr. Pitt 
and his Policy upon Colonial Affairs— New hopes infused into the jJolo « 
nista. II. Huccessful Attack of the English upon the Northern Forti. 
III. Capture of Eort Du Quesne by General Forbes. IV. Cheerful and 
ready aid of the Colonies. V^ New Jersey supplies one thousand Men, 
and Duilds Barracks for the King's Troops. Vl. President Reading 8uper » 
seded by the arrival of Governor Bernard — His Treaty with the Indiana — 
Succeeded by Thomas Boone— He, by Josiah Hardy— He, by WilUam 
Franklin, the last of the Royal Governors. VII. Efficient Preparationa 



for the Campaign of 1759. V41I. Conquest of the French Colonies in 
North America. 1\. Honoiirablfi sharR of t.hR Provinrialiatfl in this Re - 
sult. X. Treaty of Peace with France and Spain. XI. New Confederacy 
and Hostilities of the Indians— Six hundred Troops raised by New Jersey. 
XII. Impressions on the English Ministry, by the Wealth and Power dis - 
played in America. Xlll. Proposition of Mr. Grenville to tax the Colo- 
nies. XIV. Consideration of the l^rinciples relating to ColonialTaxation. 
XV. Mr. Grenville communicate^ his purpose to the Colonial Agents iii 
London. XVI. Views taken by Colonies of this Proposition. XV 11. Pro - 
positions by several of the Colonies to raise Money, rejected by Mr. Gren - 
yille. XV lll. Act of Parliament lor Tax on Colonial Imports and Exports. 
XIX. Effect of the Measures in America — Proceedings of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. XX. Stamp Act passed — Its reception in the Colonies. 
XXI. Temporary Suspensitm of Legal Proceedings and of the^ublication 



of Newspapers. XXll. Anti-Importation Associations. XXlll. Organi - 
zation of the ^ '■Sons of Liber tyS^ XXIV. Proposition of Massachusetts for 
assembling a Congress of Deputies from tlie Colonies — Action of New Jer- 
sey on this Proposition. XXV. Proceedings of the Congress— Messrs. 
Ruggles T?f Masaachusetts, and Ogden of New Jersey, refuse to join in a 



general Petition. XAVI. 'i'hc Assembly of New Jersey approve the Pro- 
" ngs of Congress — adopts Resolutions condemnatory of the Stamp Act. 
XX V 11. Efforts in England for Repeal of the Stamp Act. XXiX. Inquiry 



ceedin^ 

XXVll 

before the House of Commons — Repeal of the Stamp Act . . . 129 



CHAPTER X. 

Comprising Events from 1766 to 17^- ^- Remaining Discontenta in the Colo- 

' nies, after the Repeal of the Stamp Act. H. Dissatisfaction in Great Bri - 
tain on account or the Repeal— American '^Faxation again proposed in Par- 
liament, by Mr. Townsend — Bill imposing Duties on Goods iniported into 
America., passed. IV. Circular Letter ofAIassac-hu setts to the other (Jolo- 
nies. V. Promptitude and Unanimity of the Colonies produced by t he 
Farmers' Letters. VI. Resort to N on- importation Agreementa. VTL 



CONTENTS- 



ix 



The MiniBtry condemn the Circular lietter. VIII. Menacing Resolutiong 

oi Parliamont against Massachusetts— 'I'he other Colonies approve her 
Conduct. IX. Modified Repeal of the Imposts — Consequent Modification 
oT^ the Non-importation Agreements. X. iNumorous La.w Suits — The Peo^ 
pTe complain of the Fees of the Courts. XI. Disputes between the Go- 
vernor and the Assembly. XII. Robbery of llio Treasury of East Jersey— 
The Assembly require tne removal of the Treasurer — He is protccte^by 
the Governor. XlII. Efforts of Governor Franklin to encourage the Cuf - 
lure of Hemp, Flax, and Silk. XIV. IN'ew apportionment of Members in 
the Province. XV. Testimonial of the Northern Indians to the Justice of 
the Colony . ._ ._ . . . 144 

fiHAPTFR XT 

Comprising Events from the year 1773 to 1776. I. Committees of Correspon- 
~ dence established in the several Colonies. 11. The British Ministry en - 
courage the shipment of Teas to America, by the East India Company. 
111. Alarm of the Colonists — Consignees of the India Company compelled 
to forego their appointments. IV. Measures pursued jn New Jersey . _ 
Recepuon of the Tea in America. VI. Indignation of the King and Par^ 
liament. VII. Violent measures adopted against Boston. VIU. Alarm- 
ing Act of Parliament, relative to the Provincial Government of Canada. 
1a. Proceedings of the Inhabitants of Boston — General Commiseration of ^ 
their Fate. X. New Jersey appoints Mnmbers to Con gress. XI. Con - 
gress a.ssemble at Phi]adelj)hia— -Their ])r()ceeding8. Xll. The Assembly 
of New Jersey approve the proceedings pf Congress, and appoint pele - 
gates to the next Convention — Instructions. aUI. The Provincial Go- 
vernors instructed to impede the Union of the Colonies — Efforts of Gover- 
nor Franklin. XIV. Reply of the House. XV. Rejoinder of the Gover- 
nor — -Address of the Council. XVI. The Assembly petition the King. 
XVII. Reception of the proceedings of Congress in London. XV Hi. 
Proceedings of Parliament — Conciliatory Propositions of Lord North. 
XIX. Sense of New Jersey upon this Proposition. XX. Stat« of the Dis - 
pute with England. XXI. Second New Jersey Convention called — En- 
co urages Political Associations— Organizes the Militia, and provides Funds. 
XXII. Meeting of Congress at Philadelphia-— Its iVleasures. XXllI A p- 
pointment of Commander-in-Cliiof and subordinate Generals. XXlV. 
Co n gress again petition the King — Ungracious reception of the petition. 
XXV. Address their fellow-subjects of Ireland, <fcc. XXVI. New Jersey 
Convention re-assembles— Proceedings— Provision for the continuance of 
a~Provincial (Congress—Committee of Safety appointed. XXVII. Meet- 
ing of the Assembly — Address of Governor Franklin — He claims assurance 
of protection for himself and others, the King's Otticers. XXV ill. Reply 
of the Assembly. XXIX. Act authorizing the issue of Bills of Credit, for 
jblW,UOO, approved by the King . . . . . 153 

CHAPTRR YTT 

Comprising Civil Eventg of the year 1776. I. State of the Public Opinion at 
the commencement of the year 1776 — Gradual growth ot the desire of In- 
dependence. 11. Resolution of Congress lor the estabhshment of Inde- 
pendent Colonial Governments. Ill, Provincial Congress re-assembles 
— Proceeds to the Formation uf a Coloniiil Constitution. IV. Review of 
the Constitution. V. Oath of Abjuration and Allegiance established. VI. 
Tories — their motives. VH- Law relative to Treason. VIII. Imprison - 
ment and Relegation of Governor Franklin. IX. Measures adopted 
against the Disaffected. X. Adoption of the Declaration of Indepen - 
dence ■ ■ . . . . ■ 128 

CHAPTER XIII. 

I. Military Proceedings in Canada. II. Measures adopted in Great Britain. 
I H. Objects proposed for the Campaign of 177(i. IV. Operations against 
New York, and the surrounding Countrjr._ V. Proposals for accommoda - 
gon, by the British Commissioners. Vl. Condition of the American 
Forces, at New York— Landing of Lord Howe, on Long Island. VIL 
Battle of Brooklyn. VIIl. Retreat of the American Army trom Long 



Google 



X 



CONTENTS 



laland. iX. Unhappy Effect of the Defeat of tlie American Army. X. 
l^ord llowc renews his AttcmpU lor acconmiodation ol' the Quarrel— Fro- 
ceedings ol' Congress. XI. MiUtary Movement of the ArniieB, after the 
battle of Drooklyn. XII . Anierican Arniy, by advice of General Lee, 
quit York island XIll. JiatUc of Wjute Plains. XIV. Capture of Fort 
Washington. XV. Abandonment of Fort Lee, a_nd retreat of the Ameri - 
can Army — Its condition — Inhabitanta join the British. XVI. Washilig' 
ton crosses the Delaware — I he enemy possess themselves of the left bank. 
X V 1 1 . Capture of General Lee. 'XVllI. New efforts of the Com- 
ruander-in-Chief— The eneiny retire into Winter Quarters XIX. Battle 
of 'I'ronton. XX. The Jkitish re-open the Campaign. XXI. The Ame - 
rican Army re-enters .lersey. XXll. Itattle of rrinceton. XXIH. The 
American Army retreat to Morristown — Beneficial results of the late ac - 
tions. XXIV. Firmness of Congress. XXV- Condition of New Jersey. 
XXVI. 'i'ho Aincrinan Army inoculated for the Small Pox. XXVA. 
Measures for reclaiming the disaffected of New Jersey. XXVllI. License 
of American Troops — restrained ...... 203 



CHAPTER XTV 

I. Organization of the New Jersey State Government. II. Firet Address of 
the (rovernor— -Utlier principal Ofhcers. HI- Condition of the State at 
this period. IV. State of the JNorthern Department — Operations on tlie 
Lakes. V. The liritish seize Khode Island! VI. Demonstration of Ge - 
neral Heath, on Long Island— Condition of the American Army, in New 
Jersey — tSkirmishing. VM I. Early cHortsot Sir yViiham Howe^ to destroy 
the American Magazines — Stores burned at Teck's-kill — at Danbury. 
Vlll. tSuccesshil enterprise of Colonel Meigs, against Sagg J-larboiir. 
TX. Movements oi Cjoneral Waslungttui, on opening the Campaign — Re - 
moval of the Army to Middlebrook-— Disposition of the Troops. X. Ope - 
rations of the Army under (xeneral Howe — i''oint to cross the Delaware — 
Retreat from Now Jersey — Ileturns, and attacks the American Army. 
XL Ferplexity of VVashington, caused by the Movements of the British 
Forces. Xll. Capture of Major-general 1 rescott, by Major Barton. XIII. 
General Howe embarks tor the soutiiward — Measures of Washington 
thereon. XIV. Attempt of General Sullivan, with Colonel Qgden, "pon 
the Tories on Staten Island. X\ . Arrival of the British Army at Elk 
River — Its Progress— Operations oi the Amencan Army — Battle of Bran - 
dywine. XVI. Kubsegucnt movement of the Armies. AVll. Second en- 
counter of the hostile y\rinies — they are separated by rain. XV ill. Af- 
fairs of Pgoli. Xl.X. I'lie British enter Ptuladelplua. XX. Congrcss^re - 
move to i^ancaster, tlience to Vork. XXI. Attack and defence ofthe For - 
tifications on the Doluware XXli. Battle of Germantown. XXIII. Ope - 
rations in New JfMsuy. XXIV. h'urther proceedings on the Delaware. 
XXV. Repulse ol Count l)onop, from I'^ort Mercer. XXVT. General 
Greene despatched to New Jersey. XX VI I. (^'apture ol' Fort Mifflin^ 
and abandonment of Fort Mercer. XX Vlli. Attempt of General Dicke n- 
son on Staten Island. XXIX. American Army reinforced. XXX. At - 
tacked at White Marsh, by tiie British XXX 1. The Americari Army r^ - 
tires into Winter Quarters. XXX 11. English plans for the Northern Cam - 
paign. XXXIII. Condition of the Aiuerican Northern Department. 
XXXIV. Burgoyne captures the torts (»n the Lakes, and disperses the 
American Army. XXXV. Recuperative measures of General Schiiy^ler 
XAAVl. Repulse of St. Legcr, Irom l^-prt St:huyler. AAAVII. De - 
feat of Colonel Baum, ^t lienningtoii XXXVllf. Beneficial result of 
these fortunate Eveiit.s XXXIX. Battles on the Hudson, and Capture 
of Burgoyne. XL. Movements of Sir Henry Clinton, in the Highlands. 
XLl. Effect of the Capture of Burgoyne — at home and abroad. XLH. 
Congress refuse to execute the Articles of Capitulation — their reasons . 235 



CHAPTER XV. 

Campaign of 1776. I. Condition of the Arnriy at the Valley Forge and at the 

commencement of the Campaign. II. British foraging excursions in New 
Jersey. Ill, l^'ortunate escape oi" an advance party under La Fayette. 

IV. Effect of the American successes abroad — Efforts of American Agents. 

V. Measures for Foreign Alliances — Duplicity of France — Treaties with 



d by Google 



CONTENTS. 



xi 



her. VI. War between Great Britain and France. VII. Opinions in 
Great Britain — Ministerial measures. VIII. Reception of those measviros 
in America. IX. Arrival of a Frencii Minister Plenipotentiary. X. The 
British Army evacuates Philadelphia — March through Jersey. XI. Battle 
of Monmouth — British A^my regains INew Vork. Ail. Arrival of the 
French ['"leet — proceeds to Khode island. Xiil. Attempt on Newport — 
Appearance of the English Fleet— j' r.^nch and ii^no hsh i' lccta put to ^ca 
-—dispersed Storm" XIV. British Incursions in Connecticut. XV T 
DispoaitioD 01 the American Army. XVI. British Incursions into JNew 
Jersey. XVll. Movements of the adverse J* lects — Detachment against 
the Southern States. XV4II. American Army retires to winter quarter i 
—its improved condition. XIX. Indian devastations — Massacre at Wyo - 
ming. aX. Operations against the Indians. XXI. ULscontent in th e 
Jersey line. XXII. March of General Sullivan to the Indian country— 
Events there. XXII 1. Expedition under Colonel Broadliead ]>y tlic Alle- 
gheny River. XXIV. Expedition against the Cherokees under General 
Pickens. XXV. Unprovoked Slaughter of the Indians at Muskingum . 262 



CHAPTRR XVT. 

Comprising a View of the War in the South. I. Inert state of the Country in 
177l^._ 11. The British (jovernment adopts views of partial Conquest. 
III. Georgia overrun — and Charleston threatened — Unsuccessful Siege of 
Savannah. IV. Sir Henry Clinton subdues South Carolina. V. His" 
measures induce Kevolt. VJ. General Gates assumes command of the 
Southern Army — Battle of Camden. VII. Battle of King's Mountain. 
VlII. Cornw^allis reinforced. IX. (General Greene appTjinted to the 
Southern Department — Battle of the Cowpens — Retreat to Virginia. 
X. Cornwallis retires, is pursued — Battle of OuiU'ord Court House. XT. 
Cornwallis niarc.lies for Petersburg — Greene for South (!^arolina — Expedi - 
tion of Arnold against Virginia— Preparations against him— Defence of 
Virginia entrusted to La Fay-ctte — Cornwallis talu;s command of the Bri - 
tish Forces in Virginia. XII. Progress of Greene in recovering the South - 
ern States. XIII. Surtcrings of the Inhabitants . . . 28r> 



CHAPTER XVn 

1. Condition of the Armies in the Nortli. II. British Expedition against the 
Forts on the North River. HI. Expedition under Tryon, against Conncc > 
ticut. IV. Capture ot Stony Point, by Wayne. V . Attack of the Brl- 
tish Post, on Penobscot river. — V I. Major Lee assaults Panics Hook. 
Vll. Etfectg of the System of Paper Currency. V HI. Spain declares 
War against England. IX. Prospects of the Campaign of 1/80. X. The 
American Arm}^ retires into \vinter quarters. XI. Marauding Parties of 
Uie E^nemy in New Jersey. X II. The Army at Morristown supplied by 
forced levies of Provisions. XIII. Washington attempts the British Post 
at Staten Island XIV. Difficulties arising from the want of political 
power in Congress. XV. Discontents of the Army — Mutiny of tlie Con^ 
necticut troops. XVI. Knyphausen invades New Jersey— M urder "of 
M rs Caldvyell, and of 'her Husband. XVII. Battle of Springfield.— 
XVIII. La Fayette returns to the United States. XIX. Renewed efforts 
tor the Defence of the Country. XX. Arrival of the French Fleet and 
Army — Plans consequent thereon. XXI. Treason of Arnold. XXII. 
Anierican Arniy retires into winter quarters. XXIII. European combina- 
tions against Great Britain. XXIV. lie volt of the Pennsylvania line — of 
the Jersey line—Discontent of the Inhabitants of New Jersey. XXV. 
Gloomy Prospect |or the year XXVI. Combined Operations of tfie 
iPrench Fleet and Allied Armies, against Cornwallis— His Capture!^ 
AXVH. New London taken and burned by Arnold. XXVIII. Condition 
of the Country for the Campaign of 178:2— Resolutions of the British Par- 
liament in favour of Peace. XXIX. Malignity of the Tories — Murder of 
Captain Huddy. XXX . Cessation of Hostilitie s — Treaty of Peace. 
XX XI. Disbandmg ot tlic Army. XX.KII. t^uhlic Entry ot " WashingToii 
to New York — takes leave of his Uhicors — Surrenders his Commission to 
Congress . ^ . . . ^ 2f>4 



• « 

xu 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

I. Peenliar auftrillfft of the State of N«w Jersey from the War. II. Laws in 
New Jersey relative to the Militia. III. Council of Safety. IV. Mill- 
taiy efforta of New Jersey. V. Stata Represeatatives in Concresa. Vl. 
EiteblifhineBt of the New Jeraey Geaette. VII. Unhappy C^ditioii of 

the States afler the return of Pcane VTTT Inefficiency of the Articles of 
Confederation — Part of New Jersey in tlicir Adoption. fX. Mea^iurcs pro- 
posed in Congresb lor iiiaiiitaining Public Credit — iilibrts of New Jeraey 
Upon this Bubject. X. She resorts to Paper Currency and Loan Office for 
Relief. XI. Difficulties with Great Britain relative to the Execution of 
the Treaty. XII. Measures for regulating the Trade of the Union — Re- 
sult in a rropoeition for ReTunoo of the Artidee of Confederation. XIII. 
Adoption ofthe New Conttitiitiini—Ratifiedbj New Jereey . W 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF X£W JSRSli^Y. 



CHAt>TER I. 

Conipxiaifif Eyents ftom the Discovery by Europeans, to the Grant ftom Charles I. 

to James Duke of York. — I. Ancient and Moileru Principles of Colonization. — 
IT. Vojages of the Spaniirtls nnd Portuguese upon the East Coast of Nortli Ame- 
rica. — III. Voyages of the iulians, Verrazano and tlio Cabots. — IV. First Kn^- 
lish Attempts at Discovery. — V. Efforts of Raleigh to establish a Colony. — VI. 
Gosnold opens a new Road — London and Plymouth Companies createtf — VII. 
Voya^s and Discoveries of Hudson.— VIII. Intercourse of the Dutch East In- 
dia Company with America, atid Formation of the Amsterdam Licensed Trading 
West India Company. — IX, Settlement of tlie Puritans at Plymouth.— 'X. For- 
mation of the Great West India Company in Holland. — XI. Voyage and Pro- 
ceedings of Cornelius Jacobse ^^^Y- — ^^i- Measures, of the Company to promote 
Emigration; FurehiMes of large Tracts of Land from the- Indians.'— Xlu. Yoy^ 
ages of De Vries; Colony planted — The Delaw are abandoned by the Dutch.— 
AiV. Minisink Settlements on the Delaware. — XV. Settlements of the Swedes* 
on the Delaware — ^st Project oi' a Colony — first Colony — increase of Settlers. — 
XVI. Colonial Government established — Colonel Printz first Governor.— XVTI. 
English Settlements upon the Delaware — prostratcc! n united Force of Dutch' 
andSwedes. — XVIIL Swedish Government under i'riiitz and his Successors. — 
XIX. Swedish Colony subjected by tlie Dutch. — XX. Dutch Colonial Govern- 
ment on the Delaware — Possessions on the £ast of New Jersey. — XXI. Acconnt 
of the English Bettlementq upon the Delaware previous to 1664 — under Patent 
from Lord Baltimore — under Grant to Sir Edward Fioeyden — bj Traders from 
New HaTea.-^XXn. Flans of New England Settlers for Conquest of the Dutch 
CSoIonies. — XXIII. Duke of York's Charter from the Crown and Grant to Berkeley 
and Carteret. — XXIV. Conquest of New Netherlands, by Colonel Nicholls. — 
XXV. English Government established on the Delawure. — ^XXVI. Condition of 
New Netheriandts at the tiiae of tbe Sonreiider. 

I* A distinction has frequently been taken between ancient and modem 
colonization ; ascribing the former to mifilaryy and the latter to commercial 
principleB. But this classification does not embrace the various species of 
colonies, in present or past time. A more happy division of the subject 
would seem to be, into colonies founded by individuals, in their search of 
happiness; and colonies planted by states, with a view to military or com- 
mercial purposes. By the firet, our race was oriirinally spread over the face 
of the globe. It has prevailed at all times, ns well among the Egyptians, 
Athenians, and other ancient people, as among the moderns, who instituted 
the communities of the North American confederacy. The early Greek 
colonies, generally, sprung from the desire of the dtizenB to ameliorate their 
condition; and the immediate impulse was, excess of population, the ambition 
of chiefs, the lo7e of liberty, or contagious and frequent maladies. Tlie 
bonds of filiation connected the colony with the parent state ; and the en- 
dearing names of daughter, sister and mother, sanctioned and preserved the 
alliances between them. But in the Grecian colonies of latter date, we trace 
commercin] nnd political views. The Carthaginians, also, seem to have 
established colonies upon commercial principles; 'and 'two treaties, recorded 

A 
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by Polybius,* between them and the Romans, are m the true spirit of mo- 
dern colonial policy. On the other hand, the Roman colonies were military 
establishment:;;, designed to maintain or extend their conquests; and their 
agrarian allotments, to disbanded veterans and discontented and clamorous 
citizens, partook of the same character. Uummercial motives seem rarely 
to have blended with the policy of these haughty conquerors. Such, also, 
m more leo^t days were the cdonies of the Nomans, in England, Franoe» 
and the south of fkirope; of the English, in Izeland and Indostan; of the 
Portuguese and Dutch in either India; and of a portion of the Spanish settle* 
ments in the New World. 

In general, the civil colonies of the ancients were independent of the an* 
thority of the parent state ; though, necessarily, influenced by the ties of cha- 
rity which connectcfl them with her. But, modern history, we believe, 
fnrnishes no instance of' a colony independent in its inception; unless the 
shuri-lived relicjious communities of the Josuits, in AmenVn., nnd of the Mo- 
ravians in the northern i)arts of both continents, be so con.sidercd. The co- 
lonies of the western hemisphere were, genonilly, commenced under the sanc- 
tion of, and in dependence upon, some European state. Even the ascetic 
Brownists, in their torpid settlement of New Plymouth, began their labours 
under the auspices of James I. of England: and though for some years, 
they were unnoticed by the crown, they claimed and enjoyed the profeectimi 
due to English subjects* ' 

The colonizati nn of America was prompted and directed by various pas- 
aons* The Spaniards and Portuguese were inspired by visiops of sudden 
wealth, by the love of that fame which chivalric adventure gave, and by an 
apostolic desire of spreading their religious Hiith among the heathen. The 
founders of states in the northern continent, were actuated by more soIkt, 
but not dissimilar views. Raleigh and his associates sought wealtli and 
reputation, by extending the ])o\ver and flimc of their mistress and their 
couiitiy; and the provincial proprietaries, holders of large grants from the 
crown, were excited by ambition and avarice; which in Calvert and'Penn, 
at least, were blended with a noble philanthropy, delighting to assure reli- 
gious and dvil liberty to their associates and their successors* The sub- 
grantees and settlers who subikied the wilderness, came with great diversity 
of purpose^ Many fled from religious, some, from political persecution ; but, 
the larger portion was induced by that well founded hope of ameliorating the 
condition of themselves and their posterity, which flowed from the unrestrict- 
ed possession of a rich and virgin soil, in whose fruits they were protoeted, 
against lawful and lawless violence. The religious instruction of the savage 
is a condition of every royal grant; and afforded to the grantor, doubtless, a 
full extenuation of the injustice of invasion. The extensive grant of Charles 
II. to his brother, of York, was moved by political causes, aiid designed, 
probably, also, to reward the services of others, which he could not, m tt 
different manner, acknowledge. The immediate grantees of the Duke, were 
wise enough to see, that their interest lay in the adoption of the most libe- 
ral principles of political associatbn, which circumstances would permit; and 
these circumstances were most &yorable, to dvil and rdigious liberty* 

The period in which the foundations of the Anglo-American colonies were 
laid, was rife with events, which sowed the indestructible seeds, and reared 
into strength the scions cdf human liberty. The integrity and infallibility of 
clerical power, had been shaken to pieces by Luther and Calvin ; nnd the 
divinity of kings had expired with the unhappy Cfiarlcs. The relio-ious 
contests, and the transition of power Irom one r(;ijgiou8 sect to another. 
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bad taught to Catholicf'and Protestant, the advantaires, if not the necessity, 
of religious toleration. Letters, tlie cause and j)o\vi'r of n^ligious freedom, 
had ten equally serviceable to civil liberty; and the pr^vvai truth which, for 
ages, had laid buried in the ruins of civilization, beneath sacerdotal palaces 
and prisons, and the gothic gorgeousne&s of the feudal system, — the great 
truth, that poUtical power belonged to, and was made for, the people, 
bad beeo rediscoyered— was prodatmed abroad, and had become generally 
imdefBlood among nienr— among Englishmen. That truth had wrenched 
the sceptre from Sie grasp of an obstinate and bigoted despot, and borne 
him to the block— had overthrown a monarchy and created a r('[)nblic; and 
because of the abuse of republican forms, had again established a throne* 
Religious and political freedom were in England terms as familiar as house- 
hold words, and enforced, even from the hate of her princes, the most pro- 
found r^pect. 

It was vain, thertilbre, to think of the formation of new political societies, 
without adverting to, and securing these great essentials. Kings and pro- 
prietaries, who would establish colonies, were comjjcUed to stipulate for 
religious toleration, and legislative power in the people. Hence, the first 
Charles, who abominated a parliament, required the proprietary, Calvert, 
to obtain all subsidies, by the assent of the people — hence, the second 
Charles introduced the same principle, in the grant of Pennsylvania — hence, 
they, and the Carterets, and the fierkeleys, and the minor Proprietaries, were 
compelled to their liberal charters* All were results of improvement in 
the moral condition of our species, which individuals might promote, but 
oonld scarce retard. We are guilty, therefore, of the worst species of idola- 
try— -of man-worship, when we p^ye to individuals the praise of creating 
measures, of which they could only l>e the servants. Our plaudits for thtnr 
concurrence in the i^ood work, are, howf^ver, due ; and should be frankly and 
fully paid, as the jur?i incentive to vinuous actions. 

In this spirit, we adopt the expressions of a late w riter upnn colonial 
history;— "A North American may feel grateful exultation m avowing 
himself the zmtivie of no ignoble land — ^but of a land which has yielded as 
greati^an tncxease of glory to God, and happiness to man, as any other por* 
tion of the world, since the first^ syllable of recorded time, has had the 
honour of producing. A nobler model of human character could hardly be 
proposed to the inhabitants of the North American States, than that which 
their own early history supplies, it is, at onco, their interest and their honour, 
to preserve with sacred care, a model so richly firaught, with the instructions 
of wi^om nT\d the incitements of duty."* 

No portion of the history of this great coiiiifry is more fillcfl with cause 
for this grateful exultation," than the State of New Jersey — none can 
boast greater purity in its origin — none more wisdom, more happiness 
ill its grovi^h. To develope her unpretending, but instructive story, is the 
object of the following pages ; in which, however, we must, necessarily, blend 
a portion of that of the adjacent slates, which fi>r half a century were idaiti* 
fied nith her. 

II. Soon alter the discovery of America, by Columbus, the Spaniards and 

Portuguese explored the northern Atlantic coast, as hig^ as Labrador; to 
which, the latter gave its pr^nt name. As they approached by the West 
Indies, they may have visited the shores of the Delaware and Hudson rivers; 
but possessed of the fine climates, and richer countries of the south, they had 
no inducement to make permanent settlements in regions less attractive. 
Florida was occupied by the Spaniards, in 1512; and its boundaries, as 

* Gr«bam«'i History of the American Coloniet. 
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given by the charter of PhiUp II. to Menendez, extended from Newfoundland 
to the 22(1 degree of northern latitude. 

111. To the genius of the Italian navigators, the world is deeply iodebted* 
as well for the early exploration, as for we disoovery, of America* Jolm da 
Verrazano, and the eQterprising and skilfil Cabots, were the worthy suooea* 
sors of Columbus and Americus Vespuciufl* Verrazano, whilst in the- lar* 
vice of Francis L of France, visited, it is supposed, the bay of Kew York.* 
It is certain, that, in 1623, he coasted t^ic Ainerican continent, from the 30ih 
to the dOth degree of north latitude, landing and communicating with the 
natives in several places; and that by virtue of discoveries made by liim, 
and some French navigators, Henry IV. anvp to Dcs Monts, the lands lying 
between the 40th and 46th degrees of north latitude.f The loss of Verra- 
zano, with his vessel and crew, on a subsequent voyage, (1524) procrasti- 
nated, for ten years, the etforts of the French to establish colonies in Ame- 
rica. The voyages and discoveries oi^ Quartier, in 1535, directed their atten- 
tion, particularly, to the shores of the bay and river of St. Lawrence. 

IV* Under the patronage of Henry VIL of England, Sebastian Cabot dia- 
covered the islands of Newfoundland and St. Johns^ and explored the coast 
of the continent, from the 38di to the 67th degree of north Uctitade^lt ^ 
fiuit was, immediately, derived from his labours. During the rsiffns of the 
voluptuary, Henry Viil., of his son, Edward VI., and daughter, we -bigoted 
Mary, no effort was made to prosecute these interesting disoofverieK It was 
reserved for the maiitime enterprise of Elizabeth's reign, to give to the 
English nation a fuller knowledge of the new world, and a proper sense of 
the nd vantages which might be drawn from it. Encouraged by the Earl of 
Warwick, Martin Frobishcr, in three successive voyages, visited the shores 
of Labrador and Green laiiii.§ Sir Humphrey Gilbert, in 1580, made two 
unsuccessful attempts to establish a colony in North Ainenca, in the last of 
which, he perished. . ■ , 

V. But the fate of Gilbert did not deter his half-brother* Sir Walter 
Raleigh, alike distinguished for his genius and courage, from pursuing thi» 
same object; which, indeed, had taken sbong hold m the afiections of the 
principal nien of the kingdom* He formed a company, under a cl^^iter, 
obtained from the queenJI granting them all the lands they should discover 
between the 3^ and 40tfa degrees of north latitude^ Two vessels despatch* 
ed by them, under captains Armidas and Barlow,** visited Pamptico Sound, 
and Roanoke Bay ; and on their return, reported so fn vniimlily of the beauty 
and fertility of the country, that the company were excited to new exertions; 
and Elizabeth gave, to the newly discovered region, the name of Virginia, as 
a memorial that it was discovered in the reign of a virgm queen. But the 
subsequent efforts of this company proved abortive. A colony was, indeed, 
plant^ at Roanoke, in 1585; but, having been reduced to distress by the 
delay of supplies, they returned to Europe, in the Allowing year, with Sir 
IB^rands Drake; who tdu^hed at their islaikl on his way home, fiom a sue* 
oessiul cruise against the Spaniards* U^diaopuraged by this ill success, 
Raleigh despatched another colony to the same place, under the direction of 
captain John W,hite,tt which perished by fiunine, or the sword of the natives; 
"having been deprived, by the preparations of the Spaniardst for invading 
^iglimd, of the succour which White had letumed to seek* 

• Dr. Miller's Disrr Mirs(-, 1 vol.~N. Y. Historical Collection. 

t 2 Jlnckhiyl's, 1. N. Y. Historical Collection. WilliaTnson'i HistOfy of North 
Carolina, vol. i. 15. Moulton's History of New York, vol, i. 134. 

t 1496. A Mr. Hare is said to have followed Cabot, and to bare brought to Heniy 
VllI, some Indians from North America. 

§ In 1576, 1577, 1578. 1| 2r.th March, 1584. ** Sailed, STth April, returned, 
15tb September, 1564. W March, lu^. 
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VI. Between the years 1590 and 1603, the English do not appear to have 
made any voyage for the purpose ol settleriK iit. In the latter year, Bartho- 
lomew (iosnold, abandoning the circuitous route hitherto pursued by all navi- 
gators, discovei'ed, by steering due west, a iiiure direct course to the northern 
oontiiioiit* He visited, and gave names to Cape Cod, and the islands of 
if^wityHfli^ and Martha's Viu^aid; and taught .his country men, that there 
weare many attractkmsy fiur north of the lands they had attempted to colomze. 
His iav6a»ble xeparts» at first disbelieved, were confirmed by persons who 
sailed^ thither, in tiie service of some merchants of Bristol, the Earl of South- 
Mnpton, and Lord Arundel, of Wardour. By the zeal of Richard Hacklujrt^ 
furebendary of Westminster, to whom England was more indebted than to 
any man of his age, for her American possessions, an association, em- 
br^cini!; men of nuok and men of business, was formed, with a view to 
colonization.* 

To this company, James I., on the 10th of April, 1606, granted letters 
patent, dividing that portion of the continent which stretches from the 34th 
to the 46th degrees of north latitude, into two, nearly equal, districts. The 
one, called the first, or south colony of Viigmia, was allotted to Sir Thomas 
CbteSt Richard Hacfcluyt, and their asBociatea, mostly residents of Loadon; 
idle other, to sundry knigli^, fientlemen and merchants, of Bristol, Pljrmouth, 
and other parts of the west of England. Each Company was eftipowered to 
appropriate to itself, fifiy miles each way, along the coast, from the point of 
its settlement, and one hundred wiles of interior extent. From the places at 
which the colonial councils were respectively established, were derived the 
titles of the London and Plymouth Colonies.f 

Under this nnd another charter, to the Plymouth company, given in 1620, 
whose provisions were not the most friendly to political freedom, nor the 
best adapted to promote the objects for which they were designed, the per- 
manent settlement of Virginia and New England was commenced and pro- 
secuted. It forms, however, no part of our present plan, to trace the various 
fortune which attended their growth, from wealc and sickly plants, to deep- 
rooted and umbrageous trees. 

Vn. The hope of diacovering a north-west passage from Europe to Asia, 
which no disappointment seems to have power to extinguish, was the motive 
of several voyages made by Henry Hudson, a distinguished English rnarmer* 
In his third voyage, failing to open a northern route, he exploied the eastern 
coast o^ America, with the view of determining, whether a passage, to the 
Pacific Ocean, might not be found through the continent.:]: He ran down the 
coast, from Newfoundland, to 35° 41', northern latitude; and returning hy 
the same course, entered the Delaware bay, on the 28th of August, 1609. — 
but finding the water shoal, and the channel impeded by bars of sand, he 
did not venture to explore it. Following the eastern short; of New Jersey, 
he anchored his ship, the Half-Moou, on the 3d of Septemlx^r, within Sandy 
Hook. He spent a week in examining the neighbouring shores, and in 
communication with the natives ; during which, one of his seamen, named 
John Colemany was killed. The boat m which he and several others had 
passed the Kills, b^ween Berg^en Neck and Staten Island, being attacked by ' 
two canoes, carryii^ twenty«six Indians, the unfortunate sailor was shot, by 
an arrow, thiou|^ £e ^roat. Thus it would seem, that m.the intareourse • 

* 3 Paroluui, & fielkmp's American Biography. — N. A. R., (new Mnee) vol. vl. 

p. 36. 

t Modem Univeraal Hktory, vol. xxx. Hazard's State Paper*, 1. Stith, Beverly, 
Robertson. 

t Voyages undertaken by the Dutch £aat India ComDany. Hudaoa's Joiirzial. 
Purchas, I— N. Y. Hist. Col. 81, 162. 
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betwcxin the European and Indian, in this part of America, the Indian 
cominitlcd the first iKimicido. The shor^ of the Delaware and ii;intaa 
bays were, probably, the first iands of the middle States trodden by Ku- 
ropean feet» 

On the 12th of September, Hudson entered New York Bay, through die 
Narrows* He spent the time between that day and the 19th of the same 
month, in exploring the North river.* He asoended, wiA his ship, as high 
as the spot where the city of Albany now stands; and his boat proceeded to 
the sites of Waterford and Lansingburg. The decreasing volume of the 
stream, and the shoals which obstructed his further way, depriving him of 
all hope of reaching the Pacific Oce^n by this route, he prepared to retrace 
his steps. Commencing liis return on the 22d of September, he slowly de- 
scended tlip river, and on the 4th day of October, put to sea. lie reached 
England on the 7th of November, 16U9. His vessel, and part of the crew, 
returned to Holland ; but the jealousy of the king, James the First, forbade 
hail, aiul his i;^iiglish sailors, to revisit that country.f 

In the following year, Hudson re-entered the service of the London coin» 
pany, in which hie had made -his two first northern voyages; designing to 
seek again, a north-west passaget throngh Davis' Straits; but his crew 
mutinied, and abandoned him, his only son, and some halMsen of hia 
men, who continued faithful, to pensh amid the fields of ice, in the vicinity of 
the bay which hears his name4 

Whilst in the North river, Hudson had much intercouise with the natives. 
Near the coast, they were fierce and inimical — at a distance from the sea, 
mild and hospitable. But the superior power of the Eiiroprans was exer- 
cised upon friend and foe without mercy- Of the former, one was shot to 
death, for a petty tlieft — and of thf^ latter, njne were more deservedly slain, 
in an attack whicli they made upon the vessel. The first visit of the white 
man, therefore, to the shores of the Hudson, wdn signalized by the violent 
death of ten of .the aboriginal inhabitants. 

Vlilt The Dutdi fast India Company, although disappointed in the 
main deau;n of Hudson^s voyage, (bund in.the fiir trade he had opened, aa^ 
fident inmicement to cherish commercial intercourse with the Americans. 
A second voyage, under their authority, in 1610, proving successfiil, was 
repeated; but the competition of private adventurers reducing their profits, 
they endeavoured to monopolize thn trade, by a decree of the States-Gene- 
ral, granting to all persons who had discovered, or miglit discover, any bays, 
rivers, harbours, or countries before unknown, the right, beside other rif^- 
vantages, to the exclusive trade therein, for four successive voyages.^ Under 
tlus edict the Amsterdam Licensed Trading West India Company was 
formed ; proposing to mauitain the acquisitions on the Hudson and to explore 
the circumjacent country. 

In the service of this company, Adrian Blok and Hendrick Christianse 
sailed jn the year lj314* Blok arrived first at Msnnahattan, where, his ship 
having been accidentally burned, he built a small vessel, with which he 
passed into Lons Island Sound* He M in with Christianse near Cape Cod. 
^vU«.|v5 . Together, they &oovered Rhode Island and Connecticut river; and proceed- 
f ^ U tU»Ct ing to Mannahattan Bay, they erected a fort on Castle Island, and four dwell- 
«,V«.t»*«*ings on the Greater Island. In the preoedlng year, a small trading house 
was built upon an island below Albany; and in the following, a redoubt was 
thrown up on the right bank of the river, probably, at the present Jersey City 

• Hudson's Journal. See Note (A.)— Appendix. 
^ t Lambrechsten, Monlton, Ebeling. t June 21, 1611. 

§ De Lact, March 27, 1614; or asit is said 1611, 1612. Moulton, 340. 
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Point.* The most important event of this period, however, was the alliance 
by formal treaty, between the Dutch and the Five Nation confederacy of In- 
dians; at the execution of an Hk h, it is supposed, the Lenape tribes were also 
present, and by the united mstances of the Dutch and Iroquois, consented to 
the fatal assumption of the character of the woman, in the inunner we shall 
narrcUe hereafler.f 

Hie Hollanders, directing their e£R>rt8 at colonization, to their Asiatic, 
A&icaii and South American possessbns, and restrained, perhaps, by the 
daim of the English, to tiie gieater part of North America, had hitherto made 
Httb eStoTt to people the ^ores of the Hudson. It has been asserted, how- 
ever, that between the years 1617 and 1620, settlements were made at Ber- 
gen, in New Jersey, in the vicinage of the Esopus Indians, nml ixt Schenec- 
tady; and it would seemj that Sir Thomas Dale and Sir Samuel Argal, 
in the year 1614, retnrninn; from an expedition against the French at 
Acadie, visited Mannahattan, and compelled the Dutch to acknowledge the 
English title, and to contribuie to the payment of the expenses of their 
voyage. It would further seem, from the authorities cited in the margin, 
but which should be received with some allowance, that in 1020, the Dutch 
West Indian Company, upon application to James the First, of England, 
obtained leave to build some cottages upon the Hudson river» for the con- 
lenience of the ships, touching there for fresh water and provisions, in 
their voyage to Brazil; under colour of ivhich license, the company esta- 
blished a colony; and that, upon complaint to Charles I. of these proceed- 
ings, he lemonstrated with the States-General, who disowned the acts of the 
company4 

IX. But, although the Dutch did not immediately, themselves, colonize the 
New Netherlrmds, (the name given to the country from the Delaware Bnv to 
Cape Cod,) they were well dispo^d to aid others in such design; encouraging 
the Puritans, who, under the care f>f the Rev. John Robinson, had fled to the 
low countries from England, to seelv a safe and more corninodious asylum in 
the New World; notwithstanding these sectarians avowed an intention to 
pneserve their national character, and to hold the title for the lands they 
shotild inhabit, in depeudenoe on the Englisb government. This germ of 
the Plymouth colony, planted in 1620, was designed ibr the country between 
New York Bay and the western line of -ConnectlQut* But the season at 
which the adventurers arrived on the coast, adverse w inds and currents, with 
the discovery o£ a portion of the country, whisnce the aborigines had been 
lately swept, providentially, as the pilgrims supposed, by pestilence, induced 
them to land at a place, tliey termed Plymouth^ The allegation, therefore, 
that Cnpt. Jones, with whom they sailed, had faithlessly, in consequence of 
a bribe irom the Dutch, landed them at a distance from the Hudson, is not 
entitled to credence. 

X. In li}21 the great West India Company was formed in Holland, and 
endowed with the wealth and power of the States-General. The Licensed 
Trading Company which had hitherto conducted commercial operations in 
the Hudson, confining themselves to one river and a small portion of the 
coast, was merged in the new company, to whom we may properly ascribe 
the first csffi)rt8 of the Dutch to plant colonies in North America.|| 

They immediatdy despatched a number of settlers duly provided with the 
of subsistence, trade^ and defence, und^ the command of Corndius 

* De Lact, Moulton. i Heckewelder. 

i Beauchainp Plantagenet's description of New Albion — Moulton— British Empire 
in America — Ogilby's America — Elizabethtown Biliia Chuiceiy* 

§ Robertson. Dudley's letter. Moulton, • 
^ See charter of this compuiy in Hazard's CoL 
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Jacobse Mey; who, with iDoro enterprise and influstry than his predecessors, 
visited the coast Irom Cajw Cod to the Delaware nvcr, where he proposed to 
establish his own residoiK^e. lie called the Imy of New York, Port May ; 
that of the Delaware, New Port May; its northern cape, Cape May; and its 
southern^ Cape Cornehus. lie built Fort Nassau at Techaacho, upon Sas^ 
MackoHf now Timber Creek, which empties into the Delaware, a few miles 
belour the city of Camden. During the same jrear the fbrts JViw Amifier^^ 

and Oroide, were abo erected upon die ateayofthe DOW great dtiea, of 

York and Albany. 

The administration of the afiaiis of New Netherlanda, waa committed to 
Peter Minuit; with whom came a colony of Walloons, who settled, 1624^, 
at the Walbocht, a bend of the Long Island shore, qyposite to New Amster- 
dam. In 1626, Minuit opened a friendly and commercial intercourse with 
the Plymouth [)ilgrims,* and prosecuted the fur trade with great advantage 
to the companv. 

XII. In IGJy the West India Company endeavoured to excite individual 
enterprise, to colonize the country ; granting by charter to the patroon or 
founder of a settlement, exclusive property, in large tracts of land, with ex- 
tensive manorial and seignonal rights.* Thus encouraged, several of the 
directors, for whose use, probably, the charter was designed, among whom 
Goodyn, Bloemart, Pauuw and Van Renselaer were most distiDguished, 
resolved to make large territorial acquisitions; and they sent out Wooter Van 
Twiller, of Niewer Kerck, a clerk of the Amsterdam department, of the corn- 
pany, to assume the tnani^^ement of its public affiurs, and to select lands for 
the individual directors. 

One of the three ships which came over in 1629, visite d an Indian village 
on the south-west corner of Delaware Bay; and the agtiiis on board, pur- 
chased from the three chiefs of the resident tribe, in beiiail' of the llerr 
Goodyn, a tract of land, extending from Cape Hcnloop, in length thirty- 
two, and breadili two, KngUsh miles. In the succeeding year, several uiiier 
extensive tracts were purchased ; for Goodyn and Bloemart, of nine Indian 
chiefs, sixteen miles square, on the peninsula of Cape May ; fm the director 
Pauuw, Staten Island, and a largp phit on the weslem side of the Hudson, 
in the neighbourhood of Hoboken; and ibr Yao RenseUter, a considerable 
territory, uong the Hudson, in the vicinity of Fort Orange.t The impoUcy 
of these great and exclusive appropriations was, subsequently, discovered 
and condemned ; and their ratification seems to have been obtained, only, by 
admitting other directors to participate in them. 

XIII. In prosecution of their plans, these directors formed an association, 
to which they admitted, on equal terms, David Pieterson de Vrics, an expe- 
rienced and enterprising naviiz;ator. Their immediate object was to colonize 
the Delaware river, to plant tohacco and grain, and to establish a whale and 
i^al fishery. The command of the vessel appointed to carry out the colo- 
nists was given to DeVries; who left the Texel on the 12th Dec 1630, and 
arrived in the t)elaware bay in the' course of the winter. The country was 
deserted by the Europeans, who had preceded him. Fort Nassau was in 
possession of the Indians ; Captain>Mey having left it, bearing with him the 
afi^tonate regrets of the natives, who long cherished his memory. De 
Yries selected a spot for his settlement, on Lewis Creek, called by the Dutch, 
OB account of the prostitutinn of the Indian women here, Hoomekill ; where, 
unimpeded by the season, which was uncommonly mild, he erected a trading 

4 

* See thf rhartor in Moulton's History of New York. 

i gee Moulton B History of New York. The territory of Goodvn was denominated 
Swsnwsiidael} that of Pauuw, Pavonia; aii4 that «f van RaaseUer, RaoMlavrwiek. 
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house and fort, giving it the name of Oplandt. The whole plantation, witliin 
Goodyn*s purchase, extended to the Little Tree Corner or Boonipjes' Hoek.* 

Retuming to Holland, he committed liis infant colony to the rarr' of one 
Giles Osset; who, in evidence of the claim and possession of the Dutch, set 
up the arms of tiie State .s-Cieneral, painted on tin, upon a column, in some 
conspicuous station. An Indian, ignorant of the object of this exhibition, 
appropriated the honoured symbol to his own iii^e. The Ibily ofthecom- 
mandLiiit construed the treapass into a grievous national insult, and he be- 
came so importunate for redress, that the harassed and perplexed tribe 
brought him the head of the o£^der« This was a result which Osset had 
neither wished nor foreseen, and he should justly have dreaded its conse- 
quences. In vain he reprehended the severity of the Indians, and assured 
them that had they brought the delinquent to him, he would have suffered a 
reprimand only. Though the death of the culprit had been doomed and 
executed by his own tribe, they beheld its cause in. the exaction of the 
stranger?!, and with the vindictiveness of their character, sought a dire retri- 
bution. At a season when the greater part ot^ the garrison was engaged in 
field labour, distnnt from the fort, the Indians entered it, under llie pretence 
of trade, and murdered the imsn.s[)iciuus Osset with the single sentinel who 
attended hini. Thence, proceeding to the fields, they massacred every other 
colonist, whilst tendering to them the usual friendly salutations. This con- 
duct, with its extenuating circumstances, as related by the aborigines them^ 
sdves to De Vries, is suffidently atrocious; but it is highly probable, that ^ . < 
the desire of the white man's wealth was as powerful a stimulant to violence ^ . .* 
as the thirst for vengeance. 

In December, 1632, De Vries returned from Holland, to mourn over the 
unburied bodies of his friends, and the ashes of their dwelling. Attracted by . ; T 
the firing of cannon, the savages approached his vessel with guilty hesitation; 
but at length, summoned courage to venture on board, and to detail the cir- * 
cums^nces we have narrated. The ohjeet which De Vries had in view, led 
him to seek reconciliation; and he was compellrd to pardon, where he could 
not safely punish. He formed a new treaty with tlie Indians ; and in order 
to obtain provisions, ascended the river above Fort Nassau, where he nar- 
rowly escaped from the perfidy of tlie natives. Pretending to comply with 
his request, they directed him to enter Timmerkill or Cooper^s Creek, which 
jSimished a convenient place for attack; but, the interposition of an Indian 
woman, so often recorded m favour of the whites, saved him from destruc* 
tion. She warned him of the design of her countrymen, and that a crew of 
a vessel (supposed from Virginia) had been there murdered. In the mean 
time. Fort Nassau was filled with savages, and on the return of De Vries, 
forty boarded his vessel, whom he compelled to retreat; declaring that the 
Manitou or Oreat Spirit, had revealed their A\ ickcdness. But, subsequently, 
with the humane and pacific policy which distinguislicd him, he consented to 
their wishes of forming a treaty of amity ; w hich they confirmed with cus- 
tomary presents, declining his shifts, however, saying, that they did not now 
give with the view of a return. f Disappointed in obtaining provisions, De 
Vries, leaving part of his crew in the bay, proceeded to Virginia; where, as 
the first visiter from New Netherlands, he was kindly received and his wants » 
supplied. Upon his return to the Delawa^re, findmg the whale fishery un- 
sucoessfiil, he hastened his departure, and with the other colonists proceeded 
to Holland, by the way of Fort Amsterdam. Thus, at the expiration, of 

# 

* Corrupted into fiombav Hook. De Vries, Moulton. 
t De Vries' Journal. Moulton. 

B 
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twenty-five years fiom the discovery of the Delawaie Bay, by HudsoOy not 
a single European remained upon its shores. 

XlV. It is possible, however, that the Minisink settlements on the river, 
above the Blue Mountain, were made at or near this period* They extend 
forty miles on both sides of the river, and the tradition, as rendered by 
Nicholas Depuis, n descendant of an original settler is ; " That, in sonic for- 
♦* mer age, tliero came a company of minors from Holland, supposed to have 
** been rich and great people, from the labour they bestowed in opening two 
** mines— one on the Delaware, where the mountain nearly approaches the 
"lower point of Pahaqimrry Flat, the other, at the north foot of some moun- 
** tain, iiali- way between Delaware and Esopus; and in makmg the mine 
** road from Delaware to Esopus, a distance of one hundred miles : That 
" large quantities of ore had been drawn upon this road, but of what metal, 
**was unknown to ,the present inhabitants; That, subsequently, settlers 
came to the Minisinks from Holland, to seek an asylum from religious per* 
** secution, being Arminians: That they followed the mine road to the large 
** flats, on the Delaware, where the smooth cleared land, and abundance of 
" large apple trees, suited their views, and they purchased the improvements 
»* of the Indians, most of whom, thpn, removed to the Susquehanna: And that 
" the new settlers maintained peace arul friendship with such as remained, 
" until the year 1755."* These settlements at the Miniauiks were unknown 
to the government of Pennsylvania until 1729. 

• / XV. It has been affirmed that the Swedes established a colony on the 
Delaware, in the year 1627, or 1631. This is an error, arising from the 

J historian having mistaken the will for the deed; Inferring that a colony had 
* been established, umnediately after the proposition for rorming it, bad been 
• published in Sweden. The dedgn had, indeed, been fondly encouraged by 
Gustavus Adolphus, but was not e^cted during, his life* This prince fell at 
Lutzen, in 1632; and several years elapsed, before the ministers of hia 
daughter, Christina, ^ve encouragement to the enterprise. The success of 
the Dutch West India Company had excited the Swedes to form a similar 
association, whose operations should extend to Asia, Afric a, and America; — 
and William Usselinx, or Usseiing, a Hollander, who had been connected 
with the Dutch company, obtained the consent of Gustavus, to this measure.f 
Designing to plant a colony on the Delaware, he prepared and published 
articles of Association for that purpose, accompanied with a description of 
the fertility of the soil, and the commercial advantages of the country. The 
king, by proclamation, exhorted his subjects to unite with the company ,± 
and recommended its plan to a diet of the States, by whom it was confirmed»§ 
Persons of every rank, from the king to the bind, engaged in the scheme. 
An admiral, vuse admural, merchants, assistants, commissaries, and a mili- 
tary force, were appointed, and the association received the name of the 
South Company,* — but the intervention of a German war, suspended its 
operations. || 

From 1633 to IfiJ^T, no effort was made by any European power, to peo- 
ple tlie banks of the Delaware, unless during this period. Sir Edward Pl(_>ey- 
den, conunenced his ephcm<Tal palatinate of New Alhinn. It is probable, 
however, that the Dutch visited the river, with a vit w to trade, and, occa- 
sionally, spent some time at Fort Nassau. That, they vigilantly observed 
the approach of other nations to these shores, is obvious, from tlie prompti- 



* Letteia of Samuel Preston, of Stockport, June Otii, and 14th, published iu 

the Regifltor of Pennsjlvania, Vol. i. No. 88.— July 12, 1828. 

t 2l8tDecoiB]>or,l^. |jQl7,lfl96. § 1627. Q G^vimmas, Attzdius, 
Moltoii. 
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tude of their remonstrances against the subsequent attempts of the EngUsh 
and Swedes. 

The Swedish project, so &r as it relates to colonizatioii on the Delaware, 
was, at length, revived by the Dutch ex*govemor, Minuit, (who had been 
superseded by Vouter van Twiller,) under the immediate authonty of the 
Swedish government* In' 1637 or 1638, an expedition, consisting of the 
Key of Caiman, a ship of war, and a transport named the Biid Grip, 
(Gryphen) carrying a cleigyman, an engineer, and many settlers, with 
n^essary provisions, and merchandisf' for trnde with the Indians, sailed 
under Minuit's command.* The emigrants landed at Inlopen, the inner 
cape on tlie western shore of the Delaware bay, to which they gave the name 
of Paradise Point — ^mor^, we must conjecture, from the pleasant emotions 
caused l>v the sii^ht of any land, afler a long sea-voyage, than from the 
beauty or feriilily of the spot. Tliey opened conmiunicationfis with tiie 
natives, on the bay and river, and purchased the soil, on the western 
shore, from the ca|X's, to the &Il8 al SaiaMkaiiSy below the present city of 
Trenion. 

Soon after, in 1636, they laid the foundation V>f the town and fort of 
Christina, on a site called by the natives Hopohaeean^ north of the Minquat^ 
or Suspecough creek, and a short distance above its roouth-f Not a ves- 
tige of this fort or town remains; but a plan of both, drawn by the engineer, 

Lindstrom, has been preserved by Campanius. In 1747, during the war of 
England against Francp and Spain, a redoubt was thrown up at this spot; 
and at the distance of three feet below the suriace, a Swedish coin of Chris- 
tina was found, among axes, shovels, and other implements^ 

The author of Bescryvini^r van Netherlands, asserts, that Minuit entered 
the Delawaie, under pretence of procuring refreshment, on Ins way to the 
West Indies, but betrayed the deception, by erecting this fort. The Dutch 
0000 discovenred the intrusion; and Kieft, who, about tins tune had succeeded 
Van Twiller, as governor of New York, remonstrated with Minuit, by letter, 
dated. May 0th, 1688 ; asserting, that tl» whole South river of New Nether- 
lands, had been in possession of the Dutch, for many years, above and below 
Chnstina^had been studded by forts, and sealed with their blood* This 
remonstrance was unreasonable and unwarrantable, if, as Campanius asserts, 
the Swedes had, in 1631, purchast;G the right of the Dutch. The allegation 
of piircl^ase, may have induced forlx\arance on the part of the Dutch au- 
thorities, but did not deter them fxom erecting a fort soon after, at the 
Hoarkills. 

Durini:^ the year 1640, several conapanies of emigrants departed from 
Sweden, for the new world. Among the documents obtained from the 
Swedish records, by Mr. Russel, minister from the United States, at Stodc- 
hoim, we find, dated, January 24th, 1640, a passport to captain Jaoob Pow- 
^800, for a vessel under his oonummd, nained FVedenburg, hdm with men, 
catSe^ and other things, necessary for the cultivation of the country, depart- 
ing from Holland to America, or tb* West Indies, and there establishing 
himself in the country called New Sweden. Two others were issued in 
blank, for other captains and their vessels. We learn, also, from a letter of 
the same date, addressed by the Swedish ministers to the command nnt, or 
commissary, and other inhabitants of Fort Christina, in New Sweden, that 
permission had been granted to Gothbert de Rehden, William de Horst, 
aiKi Fenland, and those interested with them, to send out and establish a 



* Bescryvinge van Virglnlc, De Laet, Acrelius. 

t SwedliBh MSS. Kecozda, communicated by the Rev. Nicholas Collia. 

t Kalm'sTnvtli. 
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colony on the north side of the South river. In a charter, or grant and 

Bivilege, as it is termed, of the same date, to this company, the name of 
enry Hocjhhannier, is substituted for that of Lieuteoant Horst. From this 
instrument we derive the Swedish principles of colonization* An indefinite 
quantity of land is given to the company — at least four German miies^ 
(about 15 English) &om Fort Christina, in allodial and hereditary property; 
they paying to the crown of Sweden, three florins of the empire, for each 
family established upon their territory. The company is empowered to 
exercise, within their district, high and low jus»ico: to found cities and vil- 
lages, and comninnities, with a certain poHce, siatuies and ordimnr-fs — to 
appoint ma^risti-ates and officers, and to take the title and arms of a province 
or colony ; conforming themselves, in tlie use ot'tliese rights, to the principles 
directing the ordinary justice of fieis. Reservation is made oi" lull sove- 
reignty to the crown ; and, especially, of appeals to it, and the governors 
established by it, whose approbation was necessary to all statutes and ordi- 
nances. Besides the Augsburg confession of faith, the exercise of the ^pre^ 
tended r€/br0itfc2*', religion was permitted, in such manner, however, that diose 
who professed either, should live in peace, abstaining from every useless 
dispute, from all scandal, and from all abuse. But the patrons of the colony 
were obliged, at all times, to maintain as many ministers and schoolnuuien 
as the number of inhabitants should require ; and to choose for this purpose, 
persons who iuid at heart, *the conversion of .the pagan inhabitants, to Chris* 
tianity. 

Permission was given to the colonists to en?ao;f' in every species of manu- 
facture and commerce, in and out of the country; in vessels, liowever, which 
should be built in New Sweden, (iottenburi; was made the depot for all 
merchandise transported to Europe j but merchants were not required to 
pass the Sound, when destined to some other part of Sweden. Entrance to 
£>rei^ ports, however, was prohibited, unless in case of necessity ; and eveii 
in such case, merchants were required to repair to Gottenburg, to account 
for such entry, and to pay duty oa merchandise, they might have sold else- 
wheie; and to eqiiip their vessels anew. The colonists were exempted, for 
ten successive 3reaii9, from every species of impost ; but, after that period, 
were requii-ed to pay, in New Sweden, a duty of five per cent, on all im- 
ports, and exports, and such further chatge^ the expenses of government, 
there, might require. The discoverer of rnnierais, precious stones, coral, 
crystal, marble, a pearl fishery, means for makhig salt, or oliier like things^ 
was permitted the unrestricted use thereof', for ten years, and to enjoy, sub- 
sequently, a preferable right to possession, under an annual rent. Pro- 
tection was promised, to Ae colonies, in consideration whereof, fealty and 
allegiance were exacted. But the government expressed the desire, that the 
colonists and thdr posterity might be always exempt from enrolments and 
compulsory military service. Confiscation of property was prohibited: and 
fines, whatever might be the o^noe, were limited to forty rix-dollars; every 
other species of punishment, according to the quality of the offence, was re- 
served to the crown. And as the patrons of the colony designed, in a §ew 
years, to transport othrr nnd more considerable colonies, liberty was given to 
ship, directly from Ilollainl, whatever they might require. 

Whilst the arrangements for this colony were in progress, due care was 
.had, by the ministry of Sweden, for the scion they had already planted. One 
Jost de Bogardt was nominated, rather as an agent and superintendent of 
the colony of Christina, than as governor. He engaged, by an obligation, 
called the coiUnterpart of his commission, to be faithful and subject to her 
majesty ; ^ and not only to aid, by his counsel and actions, the persons who 
are at Port Christina, and those who may be afterwards .sent there firom 
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Sweden, but to omplov his exertions to procure, Jis orc i^i fn may present, 
whatever will be hujsl aelviintaofeous to her Majefity and ilic crown oi" Swe- 
den; and, moreover, not to sutler an opportunity to pass of sending infor- 
mation to Sweden, which may be useful to her Majesty and the crown." 
The reward of these services waa stipulated to be two hundred rlx-dollars 
fier annum* 

XVI. The country, which had been settled* appears to have been pur- 
chased, chiefly, by an association called the Navigation Company, who, en- 
joying the soil, submitted to the political direction of the crown* John Printz, 
a colonel of cavalry in the Swedish service, was appointed governor. His 

commission bears date Aufrust IG, 1646. Ills instructions charge him to 
preserve amity, good neighbourhood, and correspondence with foreignei^, 
with those who depend on his ^nvernment, and with the natives of the coun- 
try; to render justice wtfhoui distinction, so that there shall be injury to no 
one; and if any persun Ijchave himself grossly, to punish him in a conve- 
nient manner; and as regards the cultivation of the country, in a liberal 
manner to regulate and continue it, so that the inhabitants may derive from 
it| their honest support, and even, that, commerce may receive fiom it a sen- 
sible increase. As to himself, he was required so to conduct in his govern* 
menu as to be willing and able, fiiithfully, to answer for it before God, be- 
fore tiie Queen and every brave Swede, regulating himself by the instruc- 
tions given to him. These instructions, remarkable for their simplicity, re- 
mind us of the patriarchal era, to which the state of New Sweden, had some 
r^emblancc. The salary assurt^d to the governor, was 1200 rix-dollars 
per annum; a portion of which, at least, was imposed on the colony in 
a taritf of compensations, which gave to the governor 800 rix-doUars; 
(half from excise and half in silver;) to a lieutenant governor, sixteen 
dollars per month ; a sergeant major ten, a corj)oral six, a gunner eight, 
trumpeter six, druiiHVKn- five; to 24 soldiers, four, each; to a paymaster ten, a 
secretary eight, a barber ten, and a provost six. We must not inler from 
eompariscm of the wages of the secretary and barber, that the latter was the 
most valued though the most appreciated. The first had, doubtless, the most 
honour, though the second had a greater compensation in base lucre. 

On the 169i February, 1642-8, Printz, accompanied by John Campanius, 
a clergyman and subsequent historian of New Sweden, with many emi. 
grants, on board the ship Fame and Transport Swan, arrived in the Dela- 
ware. The governor established himself on the island of Tennekojigy cor- 
rupted into, Tiniciim; which, in Nov. 1643, ^\ ns' oTRnted him by the Queen 
Christina, in fee; where he !)inlt a fort called Wew Gottcnburg, a convenient 
dwelling for himself, denominated Printz Hoff or Printz Hall, and a church, 
which was consecrated in 1646. Around this nucleus, the principal settlers 
reared their haljiiaiions. Pursuant to his instructions, he recognised the 
right of the aborigines to the soil, confirmed the contract made with them by 
Mmiit, for land fronting the river, from the Cape to the Palls, and extending 
inland, so far, as the necessities of the settlers should require. He refrained 
fiom every species of injury to the natives, cultivated their favour by a just « 
and leciproeal commerce, supplying them with articles suitable to their 
wants, and employed all friendly means to win them to the Christian faith. 

The result of these measures was such as they should have produced. The 
savage was disarmed by respect and gratitude; for, when the? presents from 
the Swedes were discontinued, and councils were holden by the discontented, 
to weigh the fate of the strangers, the old and wise expatinted on their bene- 
volence and justice, and assured the ynung and violent, tliat no easy con- 
quest, would be made, of men, who, whilst cherishing the arts of peace, were 
Armed with swords and muskets, and guarded by vigilance and courage. 
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The ire of the Indians on one occasion, it seems, was particularly directed 
against the pastor, who speaking alone, during divine service, was supposed 
to exhort his audience to hostilit} against them.* 

XVU. Before Printz left Swed^ it ma known that an English odony 
had alighted on the eastern shore of the Delaware; sixty persons having 
settled near Oijtsesnng^ Auamohocking^ Hog or Salem Creek, at the close 
of the year 1640, or commeocement of 1741, who were, probably, pioneers 
of Sir Edirmnd Plotyden, or squatters from the colony of New Haven. The 
Swedes ptirrlirisfd all tho lands from Cape May to Narrlticon or Raccoon 
Creek, fnr tli' pmposc of bringing the English under their dominion; and 
Printz was instructed, either to attach them to the Swedish interests, or to 
procure their removal without violence.f He disregarded his instructions 
on this occasion, since, we are told, that tlic Dutch and Swedes uiiiLed to 
expel the English; and tiuit the latter, assuming the task of i{.eeping out the 
intruders, seized their possessions, and erected a fort ; which they called Blfts- 
bui^ or Elsinborg4 But, Acrelius assures us, that this fort was reared in 
1651, as a counterpoise to the Dutob power, acquired by the erection of 
Fort Casimer; and that, the guns of Ebinboig, compelling the Hollanders 
to strike the flag from th^r vessels' mast, gave mortal offence, and was the 
cause of their subsequent wrath, so fatal to the dominiim of the Swedes. Be 
this as it may, all authors agree, that the Swedes were driven out by an in- 
vincible, and sometimes invisible, foe, — that the moschcttoes, in countless 
hosts, ahke incomparable for activity and perseverance, obtained exclusive 
possession of the fort, and that the disoantited Swedes, bathed even in the 
ili-£0tten blood ot" tiieir enemies, were compelled to abandon the post, whicil, 
in Bonour of the victors, received the name of Moschettoesburg* 

The Salem settlers were not tlie only Englishmen who endeavoured, at 
dais time, to establish themselves in the vicinity of the Delaware. A colony 
sealed unte the patent of Lord Baltimore, was discovmd on the Schuylkill, 
whence they were driven by the watchfol Kieft, governor of New Nether* 
lands, witlurat difficulty* His instructions, dated 22d May, 1642, to Jaa 
Jansen Alpendam, commandant of the expedition, strongly assert the right 
of the Dutch to the soil and trade there. 

XVIII. The Swedish government anticipated, that, resistance might be 
made to their plans of colonization, by the Dutch West India Company, of 
u'hos'f^ profPTisions to the shores of the Delaware, thev were well instructed. 
Yet, Prnitz was authorized to protest against their claims, supported as they 
were, by the actual possession of Fort Nassau, now garrisoned by twenty 
men ; and in case of hostile efforts on their part, to contend to the uttermost. 

Printz conducted the aflairs of New Sweden with due discretion, receiving 
the thanks and commendations of his sovereign, whose permission he soli- 
cited, in 1647, to return to Europe. He remained m America, however, 
until 1654, when he was succeeded in the government by John Papcgoya, 
his 8on-iii-law« Pape|^ya had come to the Delaware with the earlicast Swe» 
dish settlers, probably in 1638; but had returned to Sweden about the time 
of Printz's d^Mirture. In 1643 he revisited New Sweden, bearing letters 
recommendatory, from the Queen, to the govenior, whose daughter he subs^ 
quently married. He remained in the government two years ; when embark- 
ing for Europe, he devolved the administration on John Risingh, who came 
out, a short time before this period, clothed with the authority of commissary 

*"The Indians someLunes attended the religious assembhes of the Swedes; but 
with so little edification, that they exprewed ueir amazement that one man should 
detain his tribe with such Icnrrthoned harsnfruee, withOQt oSbling tO entertain them 
with brandy." — Grahames Col. Hist. 2 vol. 200. 

t AcreUuB. t Beschryvuige van Vir^nie. Smith'* New Jersey. 
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and oouuellor, and continued to proside over the Swedes until they weie 
subjected by the Dutch. He renewed the treaties with the Indians; and at 
aoonvention held in 1664, both parties engag^ to preserve and brighten the 
friendly chain. The engineer Lindstrom, who accompanied Risingh, mi- 
nutely explored seveml portions of th<; country, constructed plans for some 
forts, aided in the fortifimtion of others, and framed a map of the bay, river, 
and adjacent territory, remarkable for its correctnesss, and curious, as giv- 
ing the Indian names of the streams. A descriptive memoir, highly interest- 
ing, accompanied the map.* 

The cttuntry on the Delaware was, for some years, holden by the Swedes 
and Dutch, in common. To the forts at Nassau and the Hoarkills, the lat- 
ter, in 1651, added Fort Casimer, at Sandhocken» the present site of New- 
castletf This near approach to the primitive seat of their American domain^ 
hecame intolerable to the Swedes. Printz remonstrated, md Risingh for- 
mally demanded, that Fort Casimer should be surrendered to him. This 
having been refused, he manfully resolved to seize it by force or fraud. He 
approached it in seeming amity, and after firing two complimentary salutes, 
landed thirty men, whom the garrison, unsuspeetingly, admitted within thfir 
gates. The Swedes suddenly mastered the p'nro^ seized the (^ff^vts of ilii' 
West India Company, and even com|)elled some of the conquered soldiers to 
swear allegiance to Queen Christina. Not even Duteh phlegm would lie 
quiet under this grievous insult. The redoubted 8tuyvesant, then governor 
of New York, though busily engaged in restraining the encroachments of 
his restless mercurial neighbours of Connecticut, resolved on instant and 
direful vengeance. 

XIX. On the 9th September, 1654, he appeared in the Delaware, with seven 
vessels, carrying between six and seven hundred men. He descended first 
upon Elsinborg, where the patriotism of the Swedes had again led them, in 
despite of the moschettocs, and where it was their fate to become prisoners to 
the invaders. Next, he asailed the fort of the Holy Trinity, and having 
landed and intrenched his force, demanded its surrender, threatening, in case 
of refusal, the utme^t extreme of military severity. Whether the fort were 
taken by storm, or sin rendeitid upon capitulation, historv has, with repre- 
hcnsive carek;ssness, omitted to state: hut certain it is, that the Dutch, also, 
became masters of the Holy Trinity, and striking the Swedish colours, gave 
from the towering flag-staff, those of the States-General, to the breeze. On 
16th, the fleet anchored in front of Fort Casimer, then commanded by 
Sven Scutz, or Schute, who, in reply to the summons, asked leave lo con- 
sult his superior, Rinngh; which being denied him, he yielded, upon most ho- 
nourable terms ; marclung foirth in military pomp, and retaining, not only the 
an as of his troops, but the battery of this fort. The stronger fortress of 
Christina was held by Risingh, in person; but even he, unable to resist the 
invincible Stuyvesant, submitted on the 25th of Septemljer; and the fall of 
New Gottenhurg, with its fort, Printzhoff^ and church, soon foHowed. 
Thus [jerished, never to be revived, the provincial power of New Sweden.^ 

Stuyvesant issued a proclamation favourable to such of the Swedes as 
chose to rfniain under his government. About twenty swore fealty to the 
** States-Gent ral, the Lords, Directors of the West Ijidia Company, their 
subalterns of the province of New Netherlands, and the Director-Gener.d, 
then, and thereafter to be, established." Risingh and one Kliyili, a noted 
trader, were ordered to 6ottenburg.§ Among those who remained, was the 
wifo of Papegoya, to whom Tennekong had descended; and who, subse* 

* MSS. Lib. of Am. Phil. Soc. t Campanias, Acmlius. 

% Aonlivs; Smith's N. T.; Smith's N. J.; Dutch Rmsords. § Smith's N. T. 
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quently, sold it to rMptain Carr, the English governor, from whom the pur- 
chase money, 300 uuilders was recovered, by execution from thr council at 
New York.* In March, 1656, the Swedish rrf?idrnt at the Ha^njo, remon- 
strated against the cooduct of the West India (.'onipany ; but the L iiited Pro- 
vinces never gave redress. 'J'hesc wars of the Dutch and Swedes have been 
more minutely and wurthily chronicled by the ikcetious and veracious 
Knickerboeker. We will add, only, that they appear to have been wholly 
mutained by blood, and admirably adapted lo a coimtry where restraint od 
popuiatioii was not needed. 

During the govemment of the Swedes, several vessels, other than we 
have mentioned, arrived from Sweden with adventurers, who devoted them- 
selves to agriculture. The last ship, thus freighted, through the un8kiliiil<* 
ness of her officers, entered the Raritan, instead of the Delaware, river, and 
was seized by Stuyvesant, then preparing for his campaii^ af^ainst Risiiigh. 
Many improvements were made by this industrious and temperate people, 
trom Cape Henlopen to tlie fidls of Alumniiigh, or Sanhikans. Beside the 
places we have alrc-idy named, they I'ounded Upland llie pres(^nt Chester, at 
Mocoponaca; Kor.sltolm at Passaii/ng; Fort Manaimip at the month of the 
river, called by the Indians Mauaiung, Manaijvnk, Manajaske, Nitaba' 
cong, or Matinacong; by the Dutch, Schuylkill, and by the Swedes, 8kiar-> 
kiUen wad LandskiUen; marked the sites of Nffa Wtua and Gripsholm^ 
somewhere near the confluence of the Delaware and SchuylkiU rivers, 
Sirawswijk and Nteu Canueiand or Otamdand; (the present Newcastle) 
and established forts, also, at Kinsessing^ Wieacoa^ (Southwark) Findkoa^ 
Meulandaelj and Lapananel, On the eastern shore of the Delaware, they 
^ had settlements at Swedesborough, at the site of the present city of Burling* 
ton, and other places. Most of these stations are marked on the maps of 
Campanius and Lindstrom, and were, probably, little else than dwellings of 
fanners, with such slight defences, as might protect them from a sudden in- 
cursion of the natives. Gold and silver mines arc said to have been disco- 
vered by the Swedes; and the latter are mentioned by Master Evelyn, in his 
description of the country, reported by Plantagenet, in his memoir on New 
Albion. The ores were probably pyrites, which have so often proven de- 
ceptivcf 

* New York Records. 

t We are assured by Lindstrom, that a silver mine existed on the eastern shore of 
the Del&waro, in the vicinity of the falls ; and that gold was found in considerable 
quatititiei hi|fner up the riTer, on the Jersey aide. "The ehore hefore the moiintaiii 

is covered with pyrites W}ien the roundest are broken, kernels arc found as larg-n riH 
'small peas, containing^ virfrin silver. 1 have broiion more tlian a hundred. A savage 
Unapois beholdina: a gold ring of the wife of governor Printz, demanded, why she 
earned such a trifle. The governor replied, ' if you will procure inc such trifles, I 
will reward yoti with otiinr thintifs suitable for you.' * I know,' said the Indian, a 
mountain filled with such metal.' * Behold,* rejoined the governor, * what I will 
give you for a specimen ;* presenting to him at the same time, a fathom of red and ft 
fathom of blue fnie, some white lead, loeking-(Tlasscs, bodkins, and needles, declaring 
that he would cause him to be accompanied by two of his soldiers. But the Indian, 
refusing this escort, said, that he would first £0 for a specimen, and, if it gave satia- 
ftctioii,he might be aent back with some of Uie governor's people. He promieed to 
give a apecimen, kept the presents and went away; and, after some days, returned 
with a lump of ore as 1ar?e as his doubled fist, of which the governor made proof, 
found It of good quality, and extracted from it a considerable quantity of gold, which 
he manofiictQred into rings aild bracelets. He firomised the Indian further presents 
if he \vo\ild discover the situation of this mountain. The Indian consented, hut de- 
manded a delay of a few days, wiicn ho could spare more time. Content with this, 
Printz ^ave him more presents. The .savage, having returned to his nation, boasted 
of hia giftSf And declared the reason of their presentation. But he was assassinated by 
the sachem and his companions, lost he ^Ik nld hntray the situation of this gold mine; 
they fearing its ruin if it were discovered by us. It is still unknown." — Extract 
from iMtdslrom a MS, JottnuU. Am. PhU. Ste. 
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XX. The Dutch goveruf 1 tlie newly recovered country on the Delaware, 
by lieutenants, subject to tiie Director-General at New Amsterdam. Jo- 
hannes Paul Jaquet was the first Vice-Director. His successors were Peter 
Alricks, Hinojo«$sa, and William Bcekman. These officers were empowered 
to gnat lands; and thdr^paAeoiB mak^ part of the titles of tbe piemt pos . 
Moxs. Alrkdc's conunissioa, of .12th of April, 1657, indicates the extent ' 
of the Dutch claim, on the west .of the Delaware. It constitutes him Dtr 
iecfor-General, of the CSolony of South river, of New Netherlands, and the *. 
ibrtieaB of Casimer, now called Niewer-Arostel, with all the lands dependent * ' ' 
thereon, according to the first purchaae, and deed of release, from the na/^if^; ■ 
tives, dated, July the 19th, 1651 ; beginning at the west side of the Minquas, 
or Christina Kill, in the Indian lanf^uage named, Suspecov^h, to tlie mouth . * 
it till bay or river called ]»oompt Hook, in the Indian language, Canna7'ess,\^\ 
and so far mland, as tlie In.unds and limits of the Minquas land, with all the 
streams, appurtenances antl dependencies.'- Of the country north of the 
Jiiil, or south of Boompt Hook, no notice is taken. In 1G58, Bcekman 
iraa directed to purchase Cape Henlopen, which, for want of goods, was not 
dona, until the; succeeding yeaiw* From the order and purchaae of 1658, it 
would seem, that no regard was had, either hy the Indians or Dutch, to the 
contracts made for Goodyn, in 16^9, or by the Swedish governors* 

Upon the eastern side of the present State of New Jersey, tl^ Dutch had, 
at tlus period, acquired several tracts of country. Beside the purchase of 
Staten Island, for the Heer Pauw,f Augustine Herman purchased an exten- 
sive plot, stretching from Newark Bay, west of the present site of Elizabeth- 
town, -J and the Lord Director-General and Council, a large tract, called 
Bergen.§ And we may, justly, suppose, that, the road between the colonies,. ^ 
on the Hudson and Dt;lawaro, was not wholly uninhahited. 

XXI. Although, for filly years, these extensive [lossesyions of the Dutch, 
were not disputed by the English government, still tbe claim of the English 
aaticMk, finmded on the discoveries by Cabot, Hudson, and other navigatora, 
was neidier abandoned nor unimproved. The Puritans were making can!' 
dnoed pretensions and encroadnnents upon the east, and emigrants from- 
New Haven settled on the left shores of the Delaware, so early as 1640— 
some of whose descendants may, probably, yet be found, in Salem, Cumber- 
land, and Cape May, counties* The adventurers of Maryland had penetrated 
to the Schuylkill, and the agents or grantees of Sir Edward Ploeyden, had 
attempted to people his palatinate. Of these efforts it is proper that we should 
qpeak more particularly. 

In 1642, as we have seen, the Dutch expelled the English, from the 
Schuylkill, as intruders, on rights too iiolorious to be disputed. But in 1654,, 
Colonel Nathaniel Utie, commissioner of Feudal, governor of Maryland, de- 
manded possession of the shores of the Delaware, by virtue of die patent 
firom the English crown, to IxMd- Baltimore; visited New Castle to protest 
against the occupation of the Dutch, to threaten the assertion of Baltimore's 
right by force, and to dSest his protection to the inhaHtants, upon terms 
aimilar to those given to other emigrants. Beck man proposed to refer the 
oentroversy to the republics of England and Holland; and Stuyvesant, by- 
commissioners, at Annapolis, repeated the proposition ; asserting, however, 
the title of the India Company, hy prior occupanc3% and assent of the English 
Itation; and protesting against the conduct of Feudal, in breach of tbe 

• Smith's New York. 

f Deed, dated, 10th Augufit, 1630. EUzabethtown Bill in Chaneecy. 
I Deed, Cth December, 1651. 
1 Dead, aOthJuuiaiy, 1668. 

C 



Digitized by Gopgle 



16 HISTORY OF NEW JERSEY. 

treaties between the two nations, in the following year, Lord Baltimore 
applied, through his agent, captain Neale, to the Dutch Coiiipdiiy, for ortiers 
to the colonists on the Delaware, to submit to his authority. A pereiii||tory 
refiisal was instantly given ; and a petty war in the colonies was preyentedy 
by the weakness of 3&ryland, and the nqies of lediess from measuves then 
/ contemplated by the English government against all the Dutch poeses a iopa 
in America.*' 

* We learn, from a pamphlet, published in 1648, that a grant had beeh 
• made by James the First, to Sir Edward Ploeydeo, of the peater part of the 
jjjfcountry between Maryland and New EIngiand, which was erected into a 
province and county palatine, With very comfNpehenaivet if not precise 

t>oundaries.t 

/.|## The rights derived from this patent were unexercised during the reigiis of 
James, and the first Charles — but were acted on, durintz; the revolution. 
Before 1G48, a company was formed, under Sir Edward Ploeyden, for 
planting this province, in aid of which, our author wrote his description of 
New Albion. This little work compares New Albion with other countries 
of the new world, giving all preference to the former, and contains a learned 
exposition and defence of the rights of an. earl paladne^ who, among other 
royalties, having power to create barons, baronets, and knights, , of his 
palatinate, had bestowed a baronage upon. our author, and others, as well as 
upon each of his own children. Thus, there were, the son and heir ap- 
parent, and Governor, Francis, Lord Ploeyden, Baron of Mount Royal, an 
extensive manor, on Elk river; and Thomas, Lord Ploeyden, High Admiral, 
Baron of Roymount, a manor on the Df^laware bay, in the vicinity ofT/Cwls- 
town; and the Lady Winifrid, Baroness of Uvedale, in Webb's Neck, de- 
riving its name from its abundance of grapes, producing the Thoulouse, 
Muscat, and others. 

From circumstances, it is probaUe, that this New Albion Company sent 
out agents, who visited different parts of the province, some of whom 
blished themselves there; that the Palatine and some fiiends, of whom 
Flantagenet, sought temporary cover from the storms of civil war in.England» 
amid the American wilds ; — that a fort named Erewomec was ereeted at 
mouth of Pensaukin Creek, on the Jersey shore; and thatt there was a con- 
siderable settlement at Wafcessi or Oijtsessingy the present site of Salem, 
whirh was probably broken np, or reduced, by the united force of the Dutch 
and Swedes. No known vestige of these settlements remains; and all our 
knowledge in relation to their fate is conjectural.:!: 

XXII. In 1640, as stated by Trumbull, some persons at New Haven, by 
Captain Nathaniel Turner, their agent, purchased for thirty pounds sterling, a 
large tract of land, for plantations, on both sides of the Delaware river ; erected 
trading houses, and sent out near fifty families to settle them.§ It is proba- 
ble, that this number is over-rated* But we gather from the complauibB of 

• New York Records. New York Hist. Col. vol. iii. p. 308. Smitli's New York. 

t This pamphlet is addressed by Beauchamp Plantagenet, "To the Right Honour^ 
able and mighty Lord Edmund, by Divine Providence, t.nrd Proprietor, Earl Palatine, 
Governor, and Captain-General of the province of Now Albion; and to the Right 
Honourable, the Lord Viscount Monson, of Castlemain; the Lord Sherard, Baron of 
Leitrim, and to all other, the Viscounts, Barons, Baronets* Knights, and gentlemen, 
merchants, adventurers, find planters, of the hopeful company of New Albion, in all 
forty-four undertakers, and subscribers, bound by indenture, to bring and settle ^RKH) 
able, trained men, in our seyeral plantations, to the said province." 

J New AUiinn. Smith's N.J, Bescry vinge van Viro;inie, NewJNetherlandls. Penn. 
Register, 1828, vol iv Sop. for n further account of New Albion, Appendix, note 
B, and Philadelphia Library, No. 1019, Oct. 

§ TrnmbuU'e Gobh. 
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the Connecticut traders, that, they visited the Delaware for the purpose of 
barter, and were driven thence by the Swedes and Dutch, under Kief>, in 
1642; that, their trading houise was destroyed, tlieir floods connsrated, and 
their persons imprisoned. The commissioneTs of tlie United Colonies of New 
England, upon an investigation of the facts, directed governor Winthrop to 
remonstrate with the Swedish governor, and to claim indeimiiiy ior the losses 
awwtmped, amountuig to one thousand jMunds. Winthrop addressed letters 
to Kieft and Prints, but received no eatieflustory answer. 

At an eztraofdinary meeting of the commissioners, in 1649, the court of 
New Haven, proposed the speedy planting of Delaware Bay. But this, as a 
general measure, was deemed inexpedient, and thv New Haven merchants ^ 
"W«re left to improve or sell their lands as they should see cause. The treat- 
ment of these merchants, by the Dutch, formed part of the grievances sub- 
mitted to the delegates appointed by Stuyvesant, and tlio United Colonies, in 
1650,* when the latter claimed a right to the Delaware under (heir patents, as 
well as by purchase from the Indians. These delegates, from want of suffi- 
cient light to determine the question, concluded to leave both parties at liber- 
ty to improve their interests upon that river. 

Encouraged by 4his declaration, the inhabitants of New Haven and its 
vicinity, lathe following year, fitted out a vessel with fifty adventurers, who 
proposed to establish themsdves <»i the disputed lands. Tiiey put into 
New York; and the object of their voyage bem^ made known, Stu^esant, 
who was wanting, neither in ability, nor resolution, immediately sei^ the 
vessel, her papers, and crew, and extorted a promise from the last, to return 
to their homes ; whieh they more readily gave as the Dutch governor threat* 
ened, that he would send to Holland, any of them whom he should find on 
the Delaware, and would resist tiieir encroachments, in that quarter, even 
unto blood. 

But, the colony of New Haven, with its charaeteristic pertinaritv, was not 
disposed thus to abandon her pretensions. She brought the subjt^^t again 
before the commissioners of the United Colonies, in 1654, who addressed a 
missive to Stoyvesant^ in which, the rights alleged by the Dutch, are very 
summarily disposed of, as- ^ their own mistake, or at least, the error of them 
that informed them f* whilst, the claims of the people of New Haven, appeared 
** so clear, that they could not but assert their just tiilo to their lands, and de- 
sire that they might peaceably enjoy the same." No eSSdd was produced by 
this letter, and the colony of New Haven would have resorted to hostilities, 
could she have been assured of the protection of her sisters. But, they were 
deaf to her appeals, and the Plyniouth enlony shortly replied, "that they did 
not think it meet, to answer their desire m that behalf, and that they would have 
no hand in any such controversy." Thus deprived of all liope of effectual as- 
sistance, from their neighbours, the traders of New Haven were compelled to 
remain at peace.' The country was soon after granted to the Duke of York, 
and their claims were too Mify sustained by justice, to brave the Duke's power* 

But this, with other causes of dispute, had implanted in the colonists d 
New England, such animosity against their Dutch neighbours, that, in 1658, 
they formed the design to drive them from the continent, and applied to 
Oliver Cromwell for assistance. He, being then engaged in the two years' 
war with Holland, which the Parliament had commenced, promptly acceded 
to their request, by despatchins^ a squadron to aid the colonial troops. The 
desiijn was, however, arrrstcfi, by intelliirence of the peace that had been 
concluded between the Protector and the States-General.^ And it is remark- 

• Oldmizon i. 119. Chalmers 574. TruiobuU L 168. Hasard'f Col. vol. U. Gft- 
hames' Col. Hist, of North America. 
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able, that the tronty hns no direct reference tn the possessions of either party 
in North Americ i : but, stipulating: for the restoration of peace, betwec^n the 
dominions of the two countries in every part of the world, and the En^rlish 
expedition being countermanded thereon, the validity of the Dutch chum to 
the country, it is suppost^d, was manifestly implied and practically acknow- 
ledged.^ Yet, the New England men, succeeded in impressing different 
views upon Richard Cromwell; who, during his short protectorate, ad- 
dressed instructions to bis commanders, for the invasion of New N^ber- 
lands, and directed the conounenoe of the ibroes of the English colonial 
governments, in the enterprise ; but the subversion of his ephemeral power, 
piavented the executum of his order8.t 

Charles II., however, from enmity to tlu? States-General, certainly not 
from love of his transatlantic subjects, entered into their desiirns. His senti- 
ment-s were enforced by tiie aiterest of the Duke of York, who had phu rd 
himself at the head of a new African company, witl) the view of extendnig 
and appropriating the slave trade, and which found its commerce impeded 
by the iH(jre successful traffic of the Dutch. Like the other courtiers, the 
Duke had cast his eyes, on the American territorities, which his brother 
was about to distribute with' a liberal hand; and to other reasons, which bft 
employed to promote abrupture with the Dutch, be solicited a ^ant of their 
North American possessions, on the prevailing plea, -that they had been ori- 
ginally usurped fh>m the territory, properly belonging to Britain*| The in* 
fluence of these motives on the mind of the King, rnay have been aided by 
the desire to strike a blow that would enforce the arbitrary conmiission, he 
was preparing; to send to New Enjiland, and to teach the Puritan colonists 
there, that he had power to subdue his rnrmies in America. 

XXIII. (Jharles havinn; failed in rejM aled attempts to provoke the resent- 
ment of the Stateji-General, resolved to embrace the sntrgestion of his right 
to the province of New Netherlands. In ))ursuance of this purpose, a roy^.l 
charter, dated 20th March, 1664, was executed m favour of the Duke of 
York, containing a grant of the whde region, extending from the western 
bank of the Gonnecticijit river, to the eastern shore of the Delaware, together 
with the adjaeeney of Long Island, and conferring on his royal highness, alt 
the powers of government, civil and military, within these ample boundaries. 
This grant disregarded alike, the possession of' the Dutch and the recent 
charter of Connecticut, which, from ignorance or carelessness in the defiiii« 
jdon of boundaries, it wholly, but tacitly superseded. 

As soon as the Duke hrid obtained this grant, and before inve^jtiture, he 
proc<3eded to exercise his proprietary powers in their fullest extent, by con- 
veying to Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, all that portion of the ter- 
ritory, which forms the present state of New Jersey. A military force, 
however, had been prepared to compel possession ; and with some secrecy 
too, although this was scarce necessary, since the Dutch, so far from appre- 
hending an attack, had, but a few months beiore, sent to their colony, a 
vessel Uiden with planters and the implements of husbandry. 

XXIV. The command of the English troops in the expeditiofi, and the 
government of the province against which it was directed, were given to 
Colonel Nicholls, who had studied the art of war under Marshal Turenne, 
and who, with George Cartwright, Sir Robert Carr, and Samuel Maverick, 
also, had a commission to visit thp colonies of New England, and investigate 

• Oldmixon i 119. Chalmers 574. Trumbull i 168. Huard's Col. vol. ii. Gim- 
hame's Col. liistory of North America, 
f lb. ib. Thurloe'i Collec. i. 791. 

X Sir J. Dalrymplfi's Mom. ii. 4. Homo's England. Chalmon. 6ialuuBt| vol. 
ii. 214. 
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ami detorminc, according to their discretion, all disputes and controver- 
sies within the various colonin! jurisdictions. After touching at Boston, 
wherf! an armed force was ordered to be raised and sent, to join the expedi- 
tion, the tlect proceeded to the Hudson river, and anchored before the capital 
of New Netherlands. The reqnisition from Boston was so tardily obeyed, ' 
that the enterprise was over, before tlie Matisuchusetts troops were ready to 
BiBidi; but governor Winthrop of Connecticut, with fieverel of the principal 
inhabitants cftbat proyince, imnoediately joined the King's standard** 

The armune&t,' oonsisting of three ships, with one hundred and thirty 
guns and six hiuKbed men, was too formidable to be lesisled by a petty 
town, hastily and poorly ibrtifi< 1, and manned by. peaoe^ burghers, or 
mere plodding planters. Yet the spirited governor was exceeding loth to 
surrender without, at least, having attempted its defence ; altliough the favour- 
able terms offered to the inhabitants disposed them to imn^odintp capitiilRtion. 
Atler n few days of fruitless necrotiation, during whicii, vStuyvesant pleaded, 
in vain, the justice of the title of the Statos-C leneral, and the peace existing 
between them and the English nation, the province was surrendered upon 
ihe most honourable terms to the vanrjuished, m lio preserved their arms, am- 
munition, and public stores, with leave to transport them, within twelve 
months, to Ifolland: the inhalataMs were free to sell their estates and retiini 
to Europe^ or retain them and reside in the province; such as remained', 
were to enjoy their ancient laws relative to the descent of property, liberty 
of conscience in divine worship, and church order, and perpe^al exemption 
from military service ,* and what was yet moie extraordinary, all Dutchmen 
continuing in the province, or afterwards resorting to it, were^Jlowed free trade 
vnth Holland ;t but this privilejTn being repugnant to the navigation act, was 
soon ailerwards revoked. Notwithstandiriir these very advantageous condi- • 
tions, the mortified commandant couhl not be brought to ratify them, for two 
days, after they had been signed by the commissioners.:]: Immediately after- 
wards. Fort Orange also surrendered. In honour of the Duke, the city of New 
Amsterdam received the name of New York, afterwards extended to the 
province, and Fort Orange, that of Albany. The greater part of the inhabi- 
tants submitted, oheerlully, to (he new government; and governor Stuyvesant ' 
retained his property and closed bis in his beloved city* 

XXV. Sir Robert Carr, with two iri^tes, and the troops not required at 
New York, was sent to compel the submission of the colony on the Delaware; 
which he effected with the expenditure of two barrels of powder and twenty 
shot. By articles of agreement, signed Garret Saunders, Vautiell, TIans 
Block, Lucas Peterson, and Hcnrv Cousturicr, it was stipulated, "that tho 
burg^ses and })lanfors submitting themselves to his Majrsty, should be pro- 
tected in person and estate; that, the present magistrates should continue in 
office; that permission should be given to depart the country, within six 
months, to any one; that all should enjoy liberty of conscience in church 
discipline, as formerly ; Jind that any person taking the oath of allegiance, 
should become a free denizen, and enjoy the privilege of trade in^lus Ma- 
jesty's dominions, as freely as any Engli&man*^§ From this sepairate con- 
vention, it would seem, that the capitulation of New York was not deemed 
conehisive upon the Delaware settlements; whose affiurs' were hencefbrth 
ooaducted, until 1768, by their ancient magistrates^. under the supervision of 
Captain John Carr, aided by a council consisting of Hans Block, Israel 
Holme, Peter Rambo, Peter Cock, and Peter Aldrick, from whom an appeal 
lay to the governor and council of New York.|| 

• • Trumbull i. 266. t Smith's N. J. Grshsme's Col. Hist. 

i August 27, 1664. §. Itt Ootobsr. (j New York Recocdn. 
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XXVL ThuS| by an act of flan^rant injustice and tyranicHl usurpation, 
was overthrown the Dutch dominion in North America, alter it had subsist- 
ed for more than half a century. The actual condition of their possessions 
was depreciated by Col. Nichols, in his letters to tlie Duke, from the huiiiane 
view, it is supposed, of deterring his master I'rom burdening oi- nniating the 
|)6ople, by fiscal impositions. Early travellers and writers unite in describ- 
ing the Dutch odooial metropolis, so admiraUy diosen^ as a bandsome iveH 
built town; and Josselyn dedaies that the meanest house in it» was worth 
j^OO.* Ind^, the various provisions introduced into the articles of sur- 
render, to preserve the comforts of the inhabitants, attest the orderly condition 
and plentiful estate they hadacquired, and explain the causes Qfthinr nnvnur* 
like spirit. If their mann^ corresponded with those of their countrymen in 
the parent state, they were probably superior to those of their conquerors. 
Of the colonists, who had latterly resorted to the prfn inco, some had enjoyed 
affluence and respectability in I^olland, and had imported with them, and dis- 
played in their houses, costly services of family plate, and well selected pro- 
ductions- of the Dutch school of i)ainting.f No account has been preserved 
of the total population of the province and its dependencies ; hut the metro- 
polisy at this time, is said to have c<Hitained about 3000 persons, of whom, 
one half returned to Holland* Their habitations, however, were soon oceu- 
pied by emigrants, partly from Britain, but chiefly from New £nghnd. 
Upon the 'North river, throughout the present county of Bergen, Dutch set- 
tlers • were numerous, and l^th shores of the Delaware were studded with 
plantations olf Dutch and Swedes. Three Dutch families were seltled at 
Lazy Point, opposite Mattinicunk Island, the site of Burlington, and four 
years later"^ oYic Peter Jegow, in 1668, (such was the intercourse between the 
two rivers) received license for, and kept a house of entertainment, lor 
accommodation of passengers, travellers, and strangers, on this point of the 
Delaware.^: 

The capture of New York and its dependencies, led to an European war, 
between Great Britain and Holland, ending in the treaty of Breda, of July, 
1067. Happily, for the prosperity of the colony, which Nicholls, with the 
aid of the other English provinces, would have defended to the last eortremity , 
neither the States-General, nor the Dutch West India Company, made any 
attempt to po^ss themselves of New York during this war; and at the 
peace, it was ceded to ]&!igland, in exchange for her colony of Surinam, 
which had been conquered by the Dutch. This exchange was no otherwise 
expressed, tlian by a ijeneral stipulation in the treaty, that each nation should 
retain whfit it had acquired by arms, since the commencement of hostilities. 
The Dutch had no reason to refrret this result, since they could not long have 
preserved New York ajrainst the increasing strength and rivalry of the inha- 
bitants of New England, Maryland, and Virginia. § 

Colonel Nicholls governed the province, for nearly three years, with great 
justice and good sense. He settled the boundaries with Connecticut f which, 
yielding all claim to Long Island, Obtained gieat advantages on the main, 
pushing its line to Mamoroneck river, about thirty miles from New York — 
prescribed tho mode of purchasing lands from the Indians, making the con- 
sent of the governor, and public registry, requisite to the validity of all con- 
tracts with them ibr the soil— ^nd incorporated the city of New York, under 
a mayor, five alderrrien, and a sheriff; and although he reserved to himself 
all judicial ninhority, his administration was so wise and impartial, that It 
enforced univeisal praise. 

• Jossolyn's Second Voyage, p. 154. Oldmixon i. 119. 

t Grant 8 Memoirs of an American Lady, &c. vol. i. p. 11. Grahame's Col. Hist, 
vol ii 225. t Klizahethtown Bill in Chancery. New Jeney Records. 

§ Grahame't Col. Uiat. vol. u 231. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

■ . 

Comprising Events from the Grant to the-Doke of York, to the Divitiion oi' tJie 
■Colaay, into Eaat and West Jersey. I. Nature of the Estate acquired by the 
Duke of York, by the Grant from Charles I. — TI. Motives and Nature of the 
Grant from the Duke of York, to Berkeley and Carteret — III. Boimds of 
the Country ceded. — IV. Proceedings of the Proprietaries, to settle their Pro- 
vince of New Jersey, &c. — their ** Concessions." — V. Remnrks on the Constitu- 
tion. — VI. Assumption of Government by Colonel Nichoils — Indian Grants. — 
VII. Philip Carteret appointed. Governor — His Efforts for Colonization — Ad* 
vantages enjoyed by the New ColoiiiatB.— VIII. Unhappy Effidcta of the De* 
mandof Proprietary Quit Rents. — IX. Recapture of New Netherlands by Holland 
—and Kfstorjition tf> tlip Enc^lish. — X. Re-grnnt of tho Province to the Duke — 
Ke-graiit to Beriteley and Carteret. — XI. Return of Philip Carteret to tiie 
CroyernmentF— Modification of the Constitution. — XII. Oppressive Conduct of 
Andross, Governor of New York.— XilL Divinon of the Province into East and 
West Jersey. 

I. We have seen, in th(^ preceding Cliapter, that James, Duke of York, 
even before he had (jbtaiiied .seizin of his newly grante d fief, had conveyed 
a considerable portion ol' it to Lord Bcrkok^y and Sir (ieorgc Carteret. The 
charter to the dulic, though less ample iii its endowments tlian tliose previ- 
ously granted to the proprietaries of Marylajid and Carolina, resembled them 
by. ooolerring the powers of g(n3€!niment on the grantee and hia assign** 
And thus, ^en with the light which had been stricken forth by the extraor- 
dinary political concussions of the passing century, the allegiance and obe- 
dience of freemen, were, made transferable as if they were serS attached to the 
soil. Nor was this proprietaxy right merely potential. — Instances in the his- 
tory of the Carolinas, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, demonstrate, that the pro- 
prietaries regarded their fimctions less as a trust, than as an absohitc property ; 
subject to every act of ownership, and in particular, to mortgage and aliena- 
tion. It was not until after the British revolution of lOSH, that the legality 
of this power was disputed; ^vhen the ministers ot^ William III. maintained 
it:s repugnance to the laws of England, which recognised (an absurdity not 
lesd) a hereditary, but not a conunercial transmission of office and power. 

. The pcant was never determined by any formal adjudication; but, the evil 
in |»rooess of time, produced its own remedy. The succession, and multipli- 
cation of proprietaries became so" inconvenient to themselves, that, they 
found relief, in surrendering their functions to the crown. In Carolina and 
Hew Jersey the exercise of the right of assignation, materiajly, contributed 
to shorten the duration of the proprietary government.* 

II. Berkeley and Carteret were already proprietaries of Carolina. Not 
satisfied with this ample investiture, nor yet certified by experience, of the 
tardy returns from colonial possessions, they had b<^en induced, by the i-e- 
presentations of a projector acquainted with the domain assigned to thf' Dnkc 
of York, to believe, that a particular portion of it would form a valual)le 
acquisition to themselves. This person, we are assured by Colonel NichoUs, 
had been an imsuccessful applicant for the patent which the Duke had ob- 
t>uned» and revenged his disappointment by instigating these oourtiera to 

Gnhame's Col. Hist. vol. 1. 315. 
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atrip him of a most dcbiiablt; portion ui' iiis territory.* But tlie claims which 
the grantees of the duke had upon the royal family, together w ith the political 
motives of colonization, may have been sufficient reasons Ibr the grant of a 
newly aequiied, and aUnost unexplored wilderness in America; and we in* 
dine to the opinion, which we think is oonfimied by the promptitude with 
which it was- made, after the title of the Duke had accrued, that, the transfer 
to Berkeley and Carteret was an understood consideration of the grant to the 
Duke. Both were &voured courtiers;— Berkeley was of the Privy Council, 
and Carteret, Treasurer of the Navy, and Vice Chamberlain of the royal 
household.! 

III. The cession from the Duke was made by deeds of lease and release, 
dated, respectively, 28d and 24th June, 1664, and conveyed to the grantees, 
their heirs and assigns, in consideration of a coinp<>ttjit sum, " That tract of 
** land adjacent to New England, lying westward of Jjong isiaiid, and xMan- 
*' hattan Island ; and bounded on the east, part by the main sea, and part by 
"Hudson's river; and hath upon the west, Delaware Bay, or river; and 
^ exteodelh southward to the main ocean, as far as Cape May, ajt the mouth of 

Delaware Bay ; and to the northward as far as the northernmost branch of 
*<the said bay, or river Delaware, which is in 41° 40' of latitude; and 
" crosses over, thence, in a straight line, to HudsonV river, in 41 degrees of 
" latitude ; which said tract-of laiid is iiereaflsr to be called Nana C^Bsaria, 
" or New Jersey." The name was given in compliment to Carteret, who 
had defended the island of Jersey against the long Parliament, in the civil 
war. But the powers of government, which had been expressly granted 
to the Duke, weiv not in terms conveyed, though it would seem, that both 
parties deemed them to have passed by the grant. 

TV, The first c^irc of the proprietaries was to invite inhaLuants to their 
province; and tlicir exertions for this purpose, though pursued with more 
eagerness than perseverance, were marked by political sagacity, and held / 
fbrth those assurances of civil and religious rights which had proven so at- 
tractive in New England. They prepued a constitution which they pub- 
lished under the title of' The concessions and agreemient of the Lords Pro- 
prietors of New Jersey, to and with all and every of the adventurers, and all 
such as shall settle and plant therc."J We deem it our duty to ^ve much 
in detail, the provisions of this instniment; since fromit> have sprung, many 
of the existing institutions of the state. 

It provided; 1. That the governor of the province should have ]K>wer, 
when occasion requii*ed, to appoint a Robstitute, and to nominate a comicii, in 
number, not less than six, nor more than twelve, by whose advice lie should 
govern: — 2. That the proprietaries or governor should nominate a secretary ' 
or register, to record all public affairs, and all grants or leases for more than 
one year, of land, from the proprietor, or from man to man; the execution 
of which, should be acknowledged beifore the governor or a judge; and 
giving to such recorded grants, preference to other conveyances ; . - S * That ^ 

* The name of this individual was Smt Whether it was he, or another with the 
game name, who afterwards pubUshed an account of East New Jersey, we are uncer- I 
tain. Colonel Nichols acquits Berkeley and Carteret of a denffn to deirattd the Duke. . 
But Carteret did not always enjoy an onspotted reputation. In 1669 he was e.tpelled 
the f^ouse of Commons for eof^iuted aeanmts as chamberlain.— ^CTraAofiM'f CU. Hisi. 
Snutk's KeiD Jersey. 

f Clarendon. 

t The date of this instrument, as given in Scot's model of the province of East 
New Jersey, in Smith's History of New .Tersej. and in Learning and Splcer's Collec- 
tion of State Papers, is 10th February, 1664. This date precedes uot only tiiat of the 
grant to Berkeley and Carteret, but, also, that of the ^rant to the Doke or York. The 
date is, therefore, erroneous, unlsss we suppose the ustntment Was prepared befoie 
ihe charter from the king 
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a surveyor-general, appointed in the same manner as the secretary, should 
survey the lands granted by the proprietary, and those of individuals when 
requested; certitynig the same for record, to the rogistor: — 4. Tliat all 
officers should swear (and record their oaths) to bear allegiance to iha King, 
to be faithful to the proprietaries, and duly to discharge their respective 
trusts; persons subscribing a declaration to like e^t without oath, being 
subject to the same punishment, as if they had sworn and broken their 
oaths That all subjects of the King of'England» swearing allegiance to 
the King and faithfulness to the Lords, might become freemen of the pro- 
vince; — 6. That no person so qualified, should, at any time, be in any way 
molested, punished, disquieted, or called in question for any difference in 
opinion or practice, in matters of religious concernment, w ho do not actually 
disturb the civil peace of tbe said province; but that all persons may freely 
and fully have and en joy his and their judgments and consciences in matters 
of religion, they boliaving llicmsrlves peaceably and quiolly, and not using 
tliis hbcrty to licentioLisncss, nor to the civil injury or outward disturbance 
of others ; any law, statute, or clause contained, or to be contained, ut^age 
oar custom of the realm of England, to the contrary thereof, in anywise not- 
withstanding : — 7* As a restraint upon the right of advowson, claimed by 
the proprietaries, under their grant, that the Assembly should have power to 
constitute and appoint such and so many ministers or preachers as they 
shall think fit^ and to establish their maintenance, giving liberty beside, to 
any person or persons to keep and maintain what preachers *or ministers 
they please. 

Tho concessions further provided — 9. That, the inhabitants being free- 
men, or chief agents to others, should immodiatcly choose twelve repre- 
sentatives, to unite with the governor nnd council in making laws; but, so 
soon as the j)roper territorial divisions sliould be made, that the inhabitants or 
freeholders thereof, respectively, should, annually, elect representatives who, 
witli the governor and council, should form the General Assembly of the 
province; tha governor or his deputy being present, unless he refused, when 
the Assembly might appoint a president. The Assembly was to have power 
fo meet and adjourn at pleasure, and to fix their quorum at not less than one- 
third of their number : to enact all necessary laws, as near as may be, con- 
veniently agreeable to the laws and customs of EWland, and not against 
tbe interest of the Lords Proprietors, nor against these concessions, and 
particularly, not repugnaitf to the article for liberty of conscience ; such 
laws to be in force for one year, unless contradicted b_v the Lords Proprie- 
tors; within which time to be presented to them for ratitication, and being 
confirmed, to remani in force until expired by their own limitation, or be 
repealed; to constitute courts, and all that shall pertain to them: to levy 
taxes on goods or lands, except such of the latter as were unsettled, bekmg- 
ing to the Lords Proprietors : to erect manors, with their courts and juris- 
di^ons, and to divide the province into such districts as they might think 
proper: to create ' ports, and harbours; build castles, incorporate cities, 
towns, and boiroughs; create a military force; naturalize foreigners; and 
prescribe tbe quantity of 'land'to' be allotted, from time to time, to every head, 
finee or servant, within the proportions granted by the concessions:'' to 
piovide for the. maintenance and sup])ort of the governor, the necessary 
charges of government, and the collection of the Lords^ rents; and lastly, 
to enact all such other laws, as may l>e necessary for the prosperity and 
settlement of the province, conforming to the limitations expressed in the 
" concessions." 

The governor and council were empowered — 9. To see that aU courts 
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But the liope, which NIcholls had conmved, of rendering the district a 
valuable appendage of the Duke^s posseasioDS, was destroyed by intelligence 
of the grant to its new proprietaries. He remonstrated, with his master, on 

the impolicy of thus multiplying statistical divisions, and disjointing!;, from 
his own province, a portion distinfjuished for the fertility of its soil, the com- 
modiousness of its rivers, and tli * ricbnosc! of its minerals: and while he 
urged tiie Duke, to revoke a graiii, so {)r('judicial to his interestp, he pre- 
dicted, truly, that tho attempt of his grantees, to colonize the vacant terri- 
tory, would disa])]i())nt their expectations of* profit, and involve them in 
expenses, of wliich tiieir roiuotc posterity, only, could hope to gather the 
finnts** 

' VII* Whatever eflfect this remonstrance may have had upon the Duke, it 
was too late to revoke the grant; and Nicholls was compelled to surrender 
the government of Kew Jersey, to Philip Carteret, who arrived with a com- 
pany of thirty settlers, from England, and established themselves at Eliza- 
bethtown,t regarded as the capital of the in&nt province* At this period, 
however, there were only lour houses here, and the name was given by him 
in honour of T^ady Elizoheth Carteret.:}: Soon aller his arrival, he despatch- 
ed emissaries to New Enirland, and other adjacent colr»nie.s, to make known 
the proprietaries' "concessions," and to invite settlers; wlic^ etforts were 
attended with extraordinary success. Among those who came on this in- 
vitation, were the founders of Newark, who, in consequence of the inability 
of the governor, to pay ilie consideration required by the Indians, took, by 
his license, an Indian title, which was afterwards Texatiously set up against 
that of the proprietaries* , 

It was the happy peculiarity in the lot of these colonists, that establishing 
themselves in the vicinity of countries already cultivated, they escaped the 
disasters and privations which had afflicted so severely, tlie first inhalntants 
of most of the other provinces. Their neighbourhood to the commerce of 
New York was considered highly advantageous during the infancy of their 
settlement ; thoup;h, in process of time, it was less favourably regarded, as 
prevcntinir thf^ rise of a domestic mart, which might give more eticctual 
encouragement to their trade. Like the oth(^r c*olonists of North America^ 
they enjoyed the advantage of transporting the arts, and habits of industry, 
from an old country, where they had been carried to high perfection, into a 
new land, which aflbrded them more liberal encouragement, and more unre- 
stricted scope* Th^r exertions for raising cattle and grain were speedily 
and amply roMrarded, by a grateful soil; and their friendly relations with 
the Indians enabled them to prosecute their labours, in undisturbed tranquil* 
lity, and to add to them a beneficial traflic, in |)eltry, with Ithe roving tribes, 
by which the adjacent forests were inhabited. Their connexion with New 
York, also, gave them the advantage of the alliance, which subsisted between 
that colony, and the powerful confederacy of the Five Nations, whose influ- 
ence cxtenduig to all the tribes of the new settlement, procured its inhabi- 
tants entire exemption from Indian war. Recommended by the salubrity or 
the climate, as by its many other advantages, it is not surprising that New 
Jersey was soon celebrated by the early writers, with higher commendations 

tlie advent of the Europeans, the Indians made their strings and belts^ ot small pieces 
of wood, stained black or white. For want of proper toote, few were made of sheHa, 
though highly valued. But the Europeans soon manufactured them of the latter wamf 
terial, neatly and abundantly. The value of this Indian money, was raised by pro- 
. clamation, in 1G73, from the governor and council of N^w York, commanding that, 
''imrtead of eight white and lour black, six white and three black, dMmld pass ibr & 
stiver, and three times so nniehi the value in silver. — Jfyw York ReeordB. 

* Gfahamo's Col. Hist. t August, 1666. t Eliiabethtown BiU. 
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than any othi r of the colonies, The proprietaries, stimulated by the hope oi' 
a rich revenue, industriously ])r()clainied its advantages in Europe and Ame- 
rica, and, from time to time, despatched from England, vessels freighted 
with settlers, and stores, to reinforce tlie numbers, and supply the wants of 
their people. 

VTIL But the period to which they had looked, for the fruition of their 
hopes, demonstrated their fitllacy ; and the peace of the province was un- 
happily intemipted by the arrival of the day fixed for the payment of the 
proprietary quit rents. The first demand of this' tribute excited universal 
disgust among the colonists, who expressed greater unwillingnessi than in* 
ability, to comply with it. A party among them, including the few settlers 
who had seated themselves under the authority of Colonel Nicholls, refused 
to acknowledge the title of the proprietaries, and in opposition to it, set up 
the Indian title, which we have already noticed, and also, the right of 
government within the tract, thus conveyed to them. And the lx?tter to sup- 
port this pretence, they prevailed on James Carteret, a weak and dissolute 
liaUiial .sun ul Sir George, to assume the government, as by their election, 
and under an alleged proprietary title, which, he asserted, he was not obliged 
to show.* For two years, the governor, Philip Carteret, maintained an in- 
eflfectuai struggle, to enforce the claims of his employers ; until, at length, 
the popular discontent hroke forth into insui^iection-^-fais offieera ^re im- 
prisonecl, their estates. oonfiscaled-HUid he was oompeiled to fly from the 
province^ and to seek redress in England, leaving John Berry, as deputy 
Oovernor, and James Boilen, Secretary of the Provinoe.t His return, with 
strengthened authority, was retarded by the unexpected events of the follow* 
ing yenr, when New York, being reconquered by Holland^ New Jersey was 
again united to the province of New Netherlands. 

IX. The second war with liollnnd, most wantonly and iinjnstly provolccd 
by the dissolute Charles, in subserviency to the ambition of Louis XIV ., was 
declared, March 17th, 1672. A small squadron despatched from Holland, 
under the command of Binkes and Evcrtzen, to destroy the commerce of the 
English colonies, having performed that service, with great effect on the 
Virjginia coast, was induced to attempt a more important enterprke, by in- 
telligence of the negligent securky of the Governor of New York* The 
Dutch had the good fortune to amve before this, their ancient seat, while 
Lovelace, the Governor, was absent^ and the command was exercised by 
Captain Maiming, who, by his own subsequent avowal, and the more credible 
testimony of his conduct, was a traitor and a coward. Now was reversed 
the scene, which had been presented on the invasion by Nichnlls. The 
English inhabitants prepared to defend thejDselves, and olfered their assist- 
ance to Manning; but he obstructed their preparations, rejected their aid, 
and on the first intelligence of the enemy's approach, struck his flag, even 
before tlieir vessels were in sin^lit. As the fleet advanced, the garrison de- 
monstrated their readiness to fiijlit, but in a transport of fear, he forbade a 
gun to bo fired, under pain of tkutli, and surrendered the place, uncondition- 
ally, to the invaders. After this extraordinary and tmaccountable conduct. 
Manning had the impudence to repair to England, whence, he returned, In 
the following year, afler the province had been given up, by the Dutch. He 
was tried, by a court martial, on a charge of treachery and cowardice, ex> 
pressed in the most revolting terms; which, confessing to be true, he re- 
ceived a sentence almost as extraordinary as his conduct ; — " that, though 
he deserved death,- yet, because he had, since the surrender, been in England, " 
and teen the King and the Dvke^ it was adjudged that his sword should be ^ 

* 1070. t 1672. 
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. brokiii over his head^ in public, before the city hall; and lianiself reDdered 
iucaj)ablu of wearing a sword, and of serving his majesty ibr the future, in 
any public trust."* The old maxim, that, grace waa dis|)ensed by the mere 
look of a Jung) was respected on this occasion. The Dutch commanders, in 
their triumph, imitated the moderation and prudence of NichoUs; and assur- 
ing the citizens of theur rights and possessionst. gratified the Dutch colooistsy 
and left the English cause of complaint, only against their pusilhmimoiia 
cpmnuinder* L&e moderatioo, being tendered to the other districts of the 
pjrovince, <m condition of sending deputies, to swear allegiance to the 
Sjtates-General, induced the whole to submit^t Dutch dominion was 
restored more suddenly than it had been overthrown, and the name of 
Now Netherlands was once more revived — but was not destined to lo^g 
enduraiit'-. 

Grpjit consternation prevailed in the adjoining English colonies. The 
government of Connecticut, with apparent smiplicity, that ludicrously con- 
trasts with the ordinary a.stutia of her people, sent a dc-puiation to the Dutch 
admirals, to remonstrate against their ui>urpation of dooiinion, over the terri- 
tory of England, a|id the property of her subjects ; to desire tliem to explain 
tjie meaning of thetr conduct, apd theur further intentions, and to warn th^ 
that the united colon^ of Ne^ England, entrusted with the defence of their 
sovereign dominions^. ii> America, would be (aithM to their trust. Thp 
Dutch oonunanders, as they well might, expressed surprise at the terms of 
this mepHsage, but declared, that commissioned by their country, to asscdl her 
enemies, whilst they applauded the fidelity of the Ekiglish, to their sovereigi|, 
they would imitate the good example, and endeavour to prove equally faith- 
ful to the States;- General. Active preparations for war, were, forthwith, 
made by Cdihk c ticut, and the confederate colonies; but. as raeli pnrty 
stood on the detensive, only a few insignificant skinnishrs took place, 
before winter suspended military operations. Early in the iullowmg spring, 
the controversy wiis terminated, without further hlf>odslied, by the treaty 
of peace, concluded at London, and the restoration of New York, to the 
English4 . 

X« Dcoihts had been raised, as to the validity of the Duke of York's title, 
because granted whilst the Dutch were in full and peaceful possesion of the 
country ; and which, though origuially gftod, seenKjd to have been impaired 
by the subsequent conquest. The - Duke deemed it prudent to remedy this 
defect, and to signalize the resuonption of his proprietary functions, by a pew 
patent. Another cause, however, may have contributed to this measure. — 
He probnbly, supp05?cd, that it would nfllird him an opportunity of dispensing 
with his grant, to Berkeley and Carteret. It was pretended, that the Dutch 
conquest, had extinguished the proprietary rights, and that the country had 
been acquired, dc novOf to the crown. A new charter ixcited the former 
grant, and coiilirmed to him the wiiole which that had covered. The mis- 
loi tuiie, and evident incapacity of Lovelace, precluded his re-appointment to 
the office of governor, which was conferred on Edmund Andross, who dis- 
graced his superior talents, by the unprincipled zeal and activity, yrith which 
fie devoted them to the arbitrary designs of hia master. 

In him, and his council, were vested ail the functions of gpvemmenfcy 
legislative and executive, and their power was extended over New Jersey. 
It seems, however, that the Duke wanted either resolution or authority, to 
eflectuate his iniquitous intentions; for, on the application of Sir George Car- 
teret, he promised the renewal of his charter, which, after some delay and 
hesitatipn, he .performed. Previous to this second grant, it would seem^ that 

* Smith 8 New York. t July, 1673. t SSth February, 1674. 
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Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, had agreed upon a partition of the 
province, since the country described therein, was bounded, on the south- 
west, by a Hne drawn from Barnagat Creek to the Rancocus. But, though 
he finally consented to restore New Jersey, he endeavoured to evade the 
lull performance of bis cngugenient, pretending to have reserved certain 
rights of sovereignty over it, which Andross sdzed every opportunity of 
asserting* 

XI* In the commenoement of the year 1675, Phitip* Carteret returned to 
New Jersey, and resumed the govemnient of the settlements, in the eastern 
pert of the province. The inhaMtants, who Itad experienced the rigours of 
conquest, and the arbitrary rule of Andross, readily received him; and as 
he postponed the payment of their quit rents, to a future day, and published 
a new srt of ronccfisions,^^ by Sir Gefjrge Carteret, a peaceable subordina- 
tion was once more established in the colony. These new " concessions," 
however, restricted the broad grant of political freedom, originally framed, 
by givmg to tiie Lnn ernor and council, the power of naturalization, the right 
to approve such inimsters as might be chosen by the several corporations, 
and to establish their maintenance ; granting liberty, however, to all per- 
sons, to keep and maintain what preachers they pleased. They authorized 
the governor, also, to appoint the times and places of meeting of the General 
Assmbly, and to adjourn them at pleasure^ and to separate* the counaellorB 
and delegates into two chambers.* 

XII. Yet, the only disquiet, during several years, arose from the efforts 
of Andross, iirom time to time, to enforoe the unjust pretensftoiiB of the Duke* 
Governor Carteret, in hope of procuring to his people, a share of the advan- 
tages, which the neighbouring colon V derivpd from her commerce, attempted 
to ost.iljlish a (lin rf fratic between iMii^land and New Jersey. But Andross 
earnestly rpposfd this [iroper measure, as one injurious to New York; and 
by confiscating vessels engaged in such trade, extinguished the New Jersey 
commercial enterprise in its infancy. In addition to this outrage, he endea- 
voured, by various exactions, to render the colonists tributary to his govern- 
ment; and even had the insolence, by a force despatched to Elizabethtown, 
to arrest governor Carteret, and convey him prisoner to New YoiA^ When 
obmplaints of these proceedings were made to the Duke, he evinced the same 
indecasion and dtmhcity, that had characterized ail his recent conduct* Ha 
could not, he said, consent to depart from a prerogative which hed always 
belonged to him ; yet, he directed the relaxation of its exercise, as a matter 
of favour to his friend. Sir George Carteret.f But the province had now 
been divided into two proprietary jurisdictions; and it was in the westenn 
part, where Carteret had ceased to have an interest, that the Duke most exer- 
cised his prerogative. The circumstances which attended this partitioSf 
are not the least interesting of the provincial history of the state* 

* SjWBBitug sad 8|^<sor*i €kA* . , ^ 

t Douglaa ii. 273. 8. Sniith 68, 77. ' Chtlmtn; 616, 616. Smith's N. Y. ^ 
Giali«iie% Col. Hist. 
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CHAPTER m. 

fVom the- DivUion of the Prorincc, hdo East and West Jerseff^ to ihe 

PureJuue of East Jerttey, by QuaJcers* 

I. Motives of the Quakers for Emigration. — II. Sale of Lord Berkeley, to ByHbifS 
and Fenwicke. — ^III. Awifnment of Wert Jeney to WiUiun Penn, and otfien 

in TruBl, for the Creditors of Bylliniro. — IV. " Concessions," or Comtitiition of 
West Jersey. — V. Measures of the rroprietaries to promote Colonization. — VI, 
Commisfiioncrs appointed to Adtuiuiulcr tho Government of West Jersey — their 
ProceedinfTs. — VII. Increaee of Emigranta — Success of their Effi>rti.— VIII. 
Death of Sir George Carteret — Successful EflPbrts of the Colonists, to procure 
Kelief, from tiie Jurisdiction of New York. — IX. Extraordinary Pretenaioni of 
Byllinj^.— 'X. Resisted by the Proprietaries, in General Asseoiblv' — Samuel 
Jenninrs elected Governor— Piticeeaa to England, as Deputy of the Assem- 
bly—The Ri^rht of Govern tnont, purchased by Doctor Daniel Coxo, and snbse- 
quently transierred to the West Jersey Society. — XII. Meeting of the First 
Aseenwly — Proceedings. — XIIL Modification of Ibe Law, relating to Religiooi 
Faith. — AlV. Death of Carteret — his Disposition of East Jersey. —-XV. Troubles 
at the Close of the Administration of Philip Carteret. — XVI. Review of the 
Policy of the Proprietary Governments. — XVII. Comparison between the Laws 
ef Saet and West Jersey. 

L Soon after the restoration of Charles II., the Quakers beoame objects 

of suspicion and dread, to his government, from a mistaken suppositidi} 
that, like the Fiflh Monarchy men, or Millenarians, they held themselves 
entitled to overthrow, even by forcp, overv" tempore! 'iiithorityj which ob* 
structed the advent of their cherislu ti spiritu t) dnnjinion. This sus[)ieion 
was increased by the insurrection ol tho Milienariuris, in the first year of tiie 
restored mouurchy; and the refusal of tlie Quakers to give assurance of 
iideiity to the king, by taking the oath of allegiance. In consequence of this 
error, they were assailed with a rigour tmd reality of persecution, which 
Jatfaerto they had never experienced, in England. They were, first, ia> 
duded with the Miltefmnaas, in a royal prodamation, forbidding either, to 
assemble onder pretence of worship, elsewhere, than in the paiochud church* 
es; but were soon afterwards, distinguished by the provisions of an act of 
parliament, that applied eaidusively to themsekes.* This statute enacted, 
that all Quakers refosii^ to take the oath of allegiance, and assembling to 
the number of five persons, above sixteen years of age, should, for the first 
and second ofTences, incur the penalty of fine, and imprisonment; and for 
the third, skould either abjure the reahn, or be tr;in8])ortcd beyond it. Nay, 
so cordial was tlie dislike (entertained by the court, against them, that, in- 
stead of using their complaints as cause of quarrel, with the obnoxious pro- 
vince of Massachuf^tts, the cmmity in this province against the Quakers, 
was sustained: and the authorities ihenj, were invited to a repetition of the 
severities, which had been, at one time, prohibited. We cannot be under- 
stood,** said the king^ letter of 1662, afier urging general toleration, ** hereby» 
to direct or wish, that any indulgence should be granted to Quakers, whose 
prindples, being inconsistent wiUi any kind of government, we have found it 
.necessary, vnth the advice of our parliament here, to make a sharp law 
against them; and are well content, that you do the- like, there.*' 

These unfavourable and erroneous sentiments, it is -true, were shortly 
after exchanged by the king, for a more just estimate of (Quaker principles. 
But, the alteration in his sentiments, produced no relaxation of the legal 

^ Giaiiaxuc B Col. Hkit. vol. ii. p. 332. 
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ieverities to which the Quakers were subjected ; and was attended with no 
othf^r consequence, than a familiar and apparently confidential intercourse, 
between him, and some of their more; eminent letidcr.s, together with mnny 
expressions of regard and good ^vill, on his part, ^^lli(•h he w as unwilling or 
unable to substantiate. In the [KTsecuti(»n, now commenced against all 
classes of dissenters, the Quakers were exposed to a more tlian equal share 
of severity, from the unbending zeal, with w hicli they refused to conform, 
even in appearance, to any one of the obnoxious requisitions, and the eager- 
ness with which they seized every opportunity of manifesting their forbidden 
pracHoes, and signifyhig their pieculiar gifls of patient sneering, and untiring 
perseverance. In every part of England, they were harassed with fine and 
imprisonment, and great numbers were transported to Barbadoes, and to the 
American settlements;* where, thoy formc^d a valuable addition to the 
English population, and quickly discovered, that their persecutors, in expell- 
ing them from th«*ir native land, had, unconsciously, contributed to ame- 
horate their condition. Instead of the wild enthusiasts \\ ho had rushed 
with h( adlong zeal to New England, in quest of persecution, there was now 
introduced into America, a numerous body, of wiser and milder, prolessur.^i 
of Quakerisui, wliuse views were confined to the enjoyment of that liberty of 
worship, for the sake of which, they had been dri\ cn into exile. 

In several of the American provinces, as in the island of Barbadoes, they 
experienced full toleration, and friendly reception from the governments, 
and inhabitants;* and, even in those provinces, where they were still objects 
of suspksion and severity, they rendered their principles less unpopular, by 
demonstrating with what useful industry, and peaceful virtue, they might be 
oombined. Contented with the toleration of their worship, and diligently 
improving the advantages of their new lot, many of the exiles obtained, 
in a (ew years, to plentiful and prosperous estates: and so willing were they 
to reconcile their tenets, with existing institutions ofthi^ countries, in which 
they were establisln^d, that they united in the |)urelinse and employment of 
negro slaves. Pt^-haps, the (leeeitliilness of the human heart, was never 
more strikingly exliil)ited, than in this monstrous association of the charac- 
ters of exiles, for conscience sake, and the principles of universal peace and 
philanthropy, with the condition of slave owners and the exercise of arbi- 
trary poweir* Yet, in process of time, much good was educed from this 
evil; and the inconsistency of one generation of Quakers, enabled their suc- 
cessors, to exhibit to the world, a memorable example of disinterested re- 
gard, for the rights of human nature, and a magnanimous sacrifice to the 
requirements of piety and justice.t 

The principles of the sect continued, meanwhile, to propagate themselves, 
in Britain, to an extent, that more than supplied the losses occasioned by the 
banishment of their professors. Almost nil the other seets had suflen^d nn 
abatement of pioty and reputation, from the furious disputes, and vindictive 
struggles, that attended the civil wars; and while the Quakers were exempted 
from this reproach, they were no less advrmtageously distinguished, by a 
severity of ])ersecution, which eual)led them to display, in an eminent de- 
gree, the primitive graces of Christian character. It was, now, that their 
cause was espoused, and their doetrines defended, by writers, who yralded 
to none of their contemporaries, in learning, eloquence, or ingenuity, and 
who have not been equalled, nor even approached, by any succeeding 
Quaker authors. The doctrines that had floated, loosely, through the 

* In one vessel alone, which was despatched from England, in March, 1664, sixty 
Quaker convicts, wore shipped, for America.— )RZIm9imoii*# AbrtA Gaf^tna, i. 82. 
t Gnhame'a Col. Hist. 
E 
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Quaker society, were collected and reduced to an orderly system; the disci- 
pline necessary to preserve from anarchy, and restrain the fantastic sallies, 
which the genuine principle of Quakerism, is peculiarly apt to beget, was 
explained and enforced ;* and in the midst of a persecution that drove many 
of the IVesbyterians of Scotland to despair and lobellion, the Quaken began 
to add to tlwir zeal and fesolution, that mildness of address and tranquil 
propriety of thotight, by which they are univeisally diaracterined* Yet, 
it was long before the wild and enthusiastic spirit^ which had distinguished 
the rise of the society, was banished entirely from its bosofla; and while it 
continued, a considerable diversity of sentiment and language, prevailed 
among the brethren. This diversity was manifest, particularly, in the senti- 
ments entertained relative to the duty of confronting persecution. While all 
considered it unlawful to forsake their ordinances, on acxiount of the prohi- 
bition of their nj)pi essors, many held it, a dereliction of duty, to abandon 
their < Mintry, for the sake of their enjoyment in a foreign land. Consider- 
ing Quakerism as a revival of primitive Christianity, and themselves as fated 
to repeat the fortunes of the ftrst Christians, and to gain the victory over th« 
world, by evincing the ibrtitiide of nArtyrs, they had associated the snooess 
of their cause with the infliction and endurance of perseciAion, and deemed 
retreat, to be flight from the contest between truth and error. The promul* 
gation, rather than the toleration^ of their principles, seemed their great 
object ; and their success was incmi^lete, without the downfall of the esta- 
blished hierarchy. But others of more moderate tf mper, though willing to 
sustain the character of the primitive Christian, believed it not inconsistent 
with the exercise of that liberty, expr^^sslv criv^n to the apostles, when per- 
secuted in one city, to flee to anoth* r. J)is}urb( d in thf ir religious assem- 
blies, harassed and impoverished by fines and imprisonments, and withal, 
continually exposed to violent removal from their native land, they were led 
tO' meditate the advantages of voluntary expatriation with their families and 
substance; and, naturally, to cast their eyes on that country, which, not- 
withstandii^ the severities once indicted on their brethren, in some of its 
Novinces, had always presented .an asylum to the victims of persecution* 
Their r^i^uds were further directed to tl^s quarter, by the number of their 
Mlow sectaries, who were now established in several of the North American 
states, and the freedom, comfort, and tranquillity, winch they were there ena- 
bled to enjoy .f 

II. Such was the situation of the Quakers when Lord Berkeley, alarmed 
by the insubordination of the planters of New Jersey, and dissatisfied with 
the pecuniary prospects of hi-^ ndventuie m colonization, offered his share of 
his province for sale. He sooii received the offer of a price, that was satis- 
factory, from iM'o Enf^lish Quakers, John Fenwicke and Edwnrd Ryllin^ye; 
and on the 18th March, 1673, in consideration of one thousand jx tunds, con- 
veyed his interest in the province, to the first, in trust for the other. A dis- 
pute arising between these psrties, respecting their proportions of interest; to 
avoid the scandal of a law suit, it was submitted to William Penn, who now 
held a c(»ispicuous place' in the society of Friends. With some diffi- 
culty, he succeeded in making an award satisfiKstory to both parties. Fen- 
wicke, in 1675, scaled from London, fin^the new purchase, in the ship .Gril^ 

' " See Appendix, C. 

t Gougn and Sewell's History of iKr Quakers, vol. i. chap 2, 4, H. 7 and 8, vol. ii. 
chap. 4. Neal's History of the Tuntans, vol. iv. Grahame s Coi. Hist. From the 
Iftst work I have drawn, jwincipalhr, the preceding view of the Quaker notiTM fyt 
ernifrration. It has, howeTer, aufiered rach modiicatioii, in my bandfl, to render 
m» reBponiible for it 
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fith, with his family and several Quaker associates.* This was the first 
English veasel that came to New Jersey with emigrants* After a prospe- 
rous vmge, she landed freight, at a rich and pteasant spot on a bnuKsh 
of the Delaware, to which Fenwicke, on account, probably, of its peaceable 
aspect, gave the name of Salem. 

HI. Further, immediate, efforts, at colonization, were prevented by the 
oommeicial embarrassments of By Hinge, who had sustained ■ such losses, in 
trade, as rendered it necessary for him to assign his property for the indem- 
nification of his creditors, with a resulting trust, in whatever balance ihore 
might be, ibr himself. Penn, uawiiliugiy, at the solicitation of some of the 
creditors, became joint assignee, with Gawn Lawrie and Nicholas Lucas, 
(Quakers and creditors) of Byllinjzels interest, in New Jersey. These trus- 
tees, under the pressure of cireuaistances, sold a considerable number of 
shares, of the undivided moiety, to different purchase^^, who, thereby, be- 
came proprietaries, in common, with them. 

IV. As all men, wlien, now, emigrating to America, sought, not only re- 
l%ioas and civil freedom, but, also, the security which these could receive in 
ue form of permanent records or constitutions, the propri^taries of West 
New Jersey, published their " concessionsy'' comprising many of the pro? i« 
sioos of the instrument formed by Berkeley and Cekeret, together with others, 
originating with themselves. The management of the estate and affidrs of 
the province, was committed to the commissioners, appointed by the proprie- 
taries, with power to divide and sell the lands, to lay out towns, and, gene- 
rally, to govern the province according to the concessions," imlii March, 
1680; at which time, and thence, annually, ten comniissionprs were to be 
elected by tlie people, until a General Assembly should be chosen. The 
territory was to be divided into one hundred lots, or [U'o{)rietaries, ten of 
which, to be assigned to Fcnwicke, and the remainder to the assignees of 
BylUnge; and the hundred proprietaries were to be divided into ten divi- 
NOOB or tribes, and the inkabUanta of each, were emoowered to elect a com* 
Buariooer; and, for the avoidance of** noise and confusion, all elections were 
directed to be by ballot. Lands were given to settlers upon principles analo^ 
gous to those adofited in the concessions of Berkeley and Carteret. 

The instrument then sets forth, the charter or fundamental laws, and de- 
clares, that, they shall be the foundation of the government, not to be alt(;red 
b; thp logrislative authority: that every member of the Assembly, who shall, 
designedly, wilfully, and maliciously move anything subver.sivo of such con- 
stitution, on pix>of, by seven honest and reputable persons, shall be proceeded 
flLuinst. as a traitor to the government: that, such constitution should be 
recorded , in a fair table, at the Assembly hous(^, and read at the conmmenoe- 
ment aud dissoluiioa of every Assembly, and be, also, written in fair tables 
in every common hall of justice, and read, in solenm manner, four times 
every year, in presence of the people, by the magistrates : that, as no men, 
nor number of men, upon eaitn, had power to nite over men*8 consciences, 
■0 one should, at any time, be called in question, or hurt in person, privilege, 
or estate, for the sake of his opinion, judgment, faith, or worship, towards 
God, in matters of religion : that, no inhabitant should be deprived of life, 
limb, liberty, privilege or estate, without due trial and judgment, passed by 
twelve good and lawfol men of his neighbourhood ; and in ail iriaU, the 

* There came passeng^re, with Fcnwicke. Edward Champness, Edwarr! Wade, 
Samuel Wade, John Smith and wife, Samuel Nicholis, Richard Guy, Hiciinrd Noble, 
Bkhnd Hanooek, Jalm Pledger, Hvpolite Lefbver, and John Matlock. These, ani 

f't!icr3 with them, were masters of families. Among the pprvants of FVnwicke, -^vcre 
John Adama and Samuel Hedge, wko, 0ii!wequenUy, (»vriQ4 hid daqi^htera — 

J. 7i). 
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tocosed might peremptory challenge thirty-five jurors, and for cause fllKiwiiv 
the whole array: that, in ci^il cases, no inhaUtant of the province ahould 
be arrested, until aHer summcHis and default of appearance; and imprison* 
meat for debt, on surrender of the property of die debtor was prohibited: 

that, every court should consist of three justices or commissioners, who, 
sitting with the jury, should assist them in matters of law, but should pro- 
nounce such judgment, only, as the jury should give; to whom, only, the 
right of judgment bplonncd, in al! causps civil and criminal; and should the 
commissioners reiuse, then judgmrnt to be pronounrod by one of the jury : that, 
in all causes, civil ami criminal, pr(x>f should be made by " the solemn and 
plain averment" of, at least, two hon( st and reputable persons; and perjury, in 
civil causes, was punishable by the pt nalty the one witnessed against might 
suffer, and in criminal cases, by line, disqualiticution from giving evidence, 
and from holding oOica: that, in criminal cases, not felonious, the injured 
party might compound the ofience before, or remit the penalty after, judg- 
ment: that, theft, should be punished, by twofold restitution, and for lalck of 
means, by the labour of the ofi^nder, until such restitution should be made, 
or as twelve men of the neighbourhood should determine, not extending to 
life or limb; and that breach of the peace, should be punished according to 
the nature of the ofH nee, at the discretion of twelve men of the neighboin> 
hood, appointed by the commissioners. 

Much providence was displayed in the care ot^ the estates of decedents. 
Wills were to be registered, and inventories filed, and security given, by 
executors, befon; administration. In case ol intestacy, like provision was 
made in regard to administrators; and to secure two parts of the estate, 
for the children, and one-third to the wife; and if there were no child, half 
to the next of kin, and half to the wife: and guardians were appointed, of 
the persons and estates, by the commissioners* Wheie parents died, kaiving 
children and no estates, the commissioners were to appoint persons to 
take care for the children, to bring them up at the chai^ of the public stock 
of the provinoi^ or a tax to be levied by twelve men of the neighbourhood* 
No forfeiture was incurred, by suicide^ or by way of deodand ; and in cases 
of murder and treason, the sentence, and way of execution thereof, was left 
to the General Assembly to determine,- as they, in the wisdom of the Lord, 
should judge meet. 

As soon as the divisions or tribes, or such like distinctions should be 
made, the inhabitants, on the first of October, yearly, were to elect one pro- 
prietor or freeholder, for each proprietary, "to he deputies, trustees, or 
representatives, for the benefit, service, and behoof of the people ; and whose 
number was a hundred, corresponding to the number of the proprietaries* 
Provimon was made for the purity of elections, which were not to be deter^ 
mined by the common and confused way of cries and voices ; bat by putting 
balls in balloting boxes, for the prevention of all ^lartiality, and whezeby 
every man miglit freely choose, according to his own judgment and honest 
intention. This supreme legislature was empowered, to meet and adjourn 
within the year, at pleasure ; to fix the quorum for business, at not less than 
one-half of the whole, and the votes of two-thirds of the quorum were re- 
quired for determination. The question frequently agitated, relative to the 
obligation of the representative, to obey the instructions of his constituents, 
was, here, fully decided. He was holden, justly, to be their deputy or agent; 
and they were required, at his election, to i!;iv(^ him their instructions at large, 
and he, to enter into indenture, under hand and seal, covenanting and oblig- 
ing himself, in that capacity, to do nothing, but what should tend to the fit 
service and behoof of those that sent and employed him; and on fiulure of 
trust, or breach of covenant, he might be questioned in that or the next 
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Assembly, by any of his electors: And Turthor, each member was allowed 
one shilling, per day, payable by his constituents, not in compensation oi" his 
services, but that he might be known,, as the servant of the people. The 
Assembly was, also, authorized, to constitute and appoint, ten oommisakmeis 
of estate, .for managing the a£&irs of the province, during, the adjournments, 
and dissolution of the General Assembly: To enact all laws fot the- well- 
gQiveniment of the province : To constitute all courts, together with the limits, 
power and Jurisdiction thereof: To appoint the judges for such time as they 
may deem meet, not more than two years, their salaries, fees, and appella- 
tions: To appoint commissioners of the public seals, treasurers, and chief- 
justices, embassadors, and collectors. But the justices of the peace, and 
constables, were to be chosen by the peo])le.* 

The liuilts of this system ol' government are radical and glaring. A 
many-headed executive, possessing a temporary, and reflected portion only, 
of political power, necessarily engendered jealousy, division and favouritism; 
and distracted councils, produced contempt and disobedience. The legisla- 
ture, composed of one hduse, was exposed to the evils of precqiitation: and 
clioosing firom itself the executive, and the greater propornon of the officers 
of the commonwealth, to iitfrigue and corruption. C!ourts, without perma- 
nent judges — ^with juries, determining, m all cases, the law, as well as the 
fact, would disregard the established rules of jurisprudence, and produce 
unoertainty in the administration of justice; whilst the limited tenure of. 
office, made incumbents unskilful and rapacious. Yet, this instrument con- 
tained many excellencies, and revealed principles of political science, which 
the enlightened phiU^sophy of the present age, has not yet fully developed. 
Thus, the most entire liberty of conscience, was established; and the poUti- 
cal power was emphatically in the people, who were absolutely free to pursue 
their own happiness; — the right of suffrage was universal — the personal 
liberty of the ciiizeu was cherished, and the barbarism of imprisonment for 
debt, whether upon initiatory or final process, was abolished. The punish- 
ment of crimes, had in view, the reparation of injury, rather than the inflic- 
tbii otf vengeance; and in no instance, did it extend to the loss of life or limb» 
The evidences of property were secured hy registering offices;— «nd roles 
for the treatment of the aborigines, were framed upon principles of justice 
and humanity. The love of the proprietaries, for civil and religious fi[<eedom, 
and democxatic rule so thoroughly established in the Quaker societies, was 
certainly conspicuous in their concessions, and had they possessed as much 
experience, as zeal, thpy wouUI, probably, hnv^: framed a finished system. 

V. With the publication of this instruni' iif , the proprietaries gave a spe- 
cial recommendation of the province, to the members of their own religious 
firaternitv, which produced an immediate display of thai diversity of senti- 
ment, which had begun to prevail in the society. Many, with lively expec- 
tations of future happmess, prepared to embark for the New Utopia ; whilst 
others regarded with jealousy, and vehemently opposed, a secession, which 
tliey deemed pusillanimous. To moderate the expectations of the one, and 
appease the jealousy of the other, of these parties, William Penn, and his 
colleagues, addressed a circular letter, to Friends,*' solemnly cautioning 
them, against leaving their country, from a timid reluctance to bear testi- 
mony to their principles, from an impatient, unsettled temper, or from any 
motive inferior, to a deUberate conviction, that the God of all the earth, 
opened their way, and sanrtinned their removal. And admonishing them, 
to remember, that, although Quaker principles were established, in the pro- 
vince, only Quaker safeguards could be interposed for their protection ; and 

* See Appendix, D. 
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that, i<:li;rii)us tok ration must depend for its continuance, on the aid of the 
Being, with wliose will they believe it to concur, and could never be defend- 
ed by force, against die arm of the oppressor. To this admonitory letter, 
there was annexed, " A Description of West New Jersey," correcting some 
trivial exaggerations, which had been bruited abroad, of the excellence of the 
soily and dunate ; but conveying, in the main, a moat inviting repreaentataon 
of the country. This neither did, nor waa intended, to repress the ardour 
of Quaker emigiation* Numerous purchases of colonial land, ware made 
by Quakers, in various parts of England ; and in the course of the year 
1677, upwards of four hundred persons of this persuasion, transported them* 
selves to West New Jersey; many of whom, were persons of property and. 
respectability, who carried with them, their children and servants. 

The first care of the assignees of BylHnge, was to make a partition of the 
province, between them and Sir George Carteret, which was effected by a 
deed, (^uiiUi partite,* comprehending. Sir George, William Penn, Gawn 
Lawrie, of London, merchant, Nicholas Lucas, of Hertford, maJster, and 
Edward iiyllinge, of Westminster; directing a straight line to be drawn 
through the province, from north to south, from the most southerly point of 
the east side of Little Egg Harbour, to the most northerly pdnt, or boundary 
on the Dekware. To die portions thus aepaiated, were given the names of 
East and West Jersey, respectively-f 

Soon afler4 letters were addressed by the West Jersey jMoprietaries, Penn, 
Lawrie, Lucas, Byllinge, (who had still an equitable interest,) and John 
Eldridge, and Bdmond Warner, who had become the assignees of Fenwicke's 
portion, to Richard Hartshorne, Richard Guy, and James Wasse. The 
two first were Quakers, resident in East Jcr?;ey, and the last, an agent, sent 
out specially, from Europe. They were instructed to resist and control 
some irregular proceedinrrs of Fenwicke, in the disposition of lands, to pre- 
pare for the many emiL^rnnts about to depart for the colony, to purchase 
lands 1 rorn the natives, and to select a site for, and lay out a town of four or 
five thousand acres.§ Among the purchasers of West New Jersey, were 
two companies, one, of J^etiSs from Yorirahiie, and the other of Fiiendt 
from London, who contracted for very considerable shares, fixr whicb they 
received pat6nts.|| 

VL In 1677, the promised commissioners were sent opit, by the proprieto* 
lies, to administer the govmment, pursuant to the concessions.** They 
embarked on boai^ the Kent, Gregory Marlow, master, the second ship 
from London, to West Jersey. Whilst on the Thames, Charles II., in his 

plcasurinn; barc:c, came alon^ side, and observing the numl>er of passengers, 
and learning whither they were bound, asked if they were all Quakers, and 
gave them his blessing. After a tedious passage, tli^y arrived at New 
Castle, on the 16th of August; and soon after, two hundred and thirty, land- 
ed at the mouth of Raccoon creek, where the Swedes had some Jiabitations. 
Notwithstanding their number, the greatest inconvenience which they sufifer- 
ed, waa want of room for lodgings; and some terror, firom the abundanoe of 

♦ Dated lat July, 1676. 

f Learning and Spicer'i Cidlsetion. 

t 26th August, 1G7G. 

§ The eurveyor proposed f6t this duty, was a oertun Aofosliii, of Blaiyliad, or 

William ElUot, of Yorkiiw, Virguiia. 
' )| See Appendix, E, 

** Tiieae coiamissioncrs were Thomaa Olive, Daniel Wills, John Kinsey, Jolm 
Peaford, Joseph Hchnsley, Robert Stacy, Benjamin Scott, Richard Guy, and llioiiias 
Foulke. Richard Guy came in the first ship. John Kinsey died at Sharkamaxon, 
Kensington, soon after hk landing; his remains were interred at fiurlington, ia. 
ground appropriated for a bmial groond, but now a ttattlL'^ Smith's Km Jermg. 
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snakes, which were occasionally sefn in their chambers, or crawling over 
the low roots of their dwellinas.* Tlic n esse! on the pasisage had dropped 
ailchor at Sandy Hook, wluist the commis.sioners proceeded to New York, 
to exhibit their coirmiission to Andross. He treated them civilly, but demand- *^ 
ed, if they had any communicatiun iioui the Duke, liis ina^ster. This mea- 
sure, obviously requisite, the commissioners had strangely neglected, and 
when Andross dectined to reooffnise their authority, InSead of ezteiiuatiiig • 
their li]i^nideDoe» they streimousTy insisted upon theb rights, under the assign* 
meat of Lord Berkeley. Androes cut short the oootroversy, by'fiointtng to 
his sword; and as this was an argument, which they could not retort, thc:y 
submitted to his jurisdiction, until they could obtain redress from England ; 
taking magistrate's commissions from him, and conducting the land affiuia 
according to their instructions. Fenwicke, who neglected to take a like pre- 
caution, in relation to his tenth, was twice seized, and detained, some time, 
prisoner, in New York. 

Upon their arrival in the Delaware, the commissioners obtained, from the 
Swedes, interpreters, by whose agency they conducted their negotiations 
With the Indians, and purchased the lands from Timber Creek to Rancocus, 
from Oldman's Creek to Timber Creek, and from Rancocus to the Assun- 
pink, by three several oonveyanoe8*f Not having sufficient goods to make 
payment for the land last purchased, they aovenanted not to settle any por- 
tkm of It,, until &U payment should have been made. examination of 

the country, the Yorkshire commissioners, Helmesly, Emley, and Stacy, on 
behalf of their constituents, chose the tract between Rancocus, and the Palls, 
which hence was called the first tenth; whilst the London commissioners, 
Penford, Olive, Wills and Scott, selected that below Timber creek, which 
was called the second tenth. Disastisfied, liowever, with this separation, 
the Yorkshire men proposed to the Londoners, that, if they would unite in 
establishing a town, the latter shnuld have the larger proportion, in conside- 
ration, that the Yorksinre men had the better land in the \\ (»(ids. These 
terms were embraced, and one Noble, a surveyor who came in the first 
ship, was employed to lay out iho town plot, running the main street and 
dividing the land on either side, into lots, giving those on the east, to the 
Yorksmze, and those on the west, to the London, proprietonu TbB town 
• thus founded, was first (»lled New Beverly, after Bri dl i n g l oii , but the name 
was sooik changed to Burlington, which it now bears.^ 

These pioneers having arrived Ute in the autumn, the winter was much 
spent, before they could erect permanent dwellings. In the mean time, they 
lived in wigwams, built after the manner of the Indians, and subsisted chiefly 
on Indian com and venison, supplied by the natives. These simple people, 
less corrupted, than they atlerwards became, from thn use of ardent spirits, 
were kind to tli( ir L'^uests, notwithstanding some malicious insinuations, that 
the strangers had s old to them the small pox in thdr match coats; that 
distemper having attacked tlirm at this period. 

VII. , In the same year arnved two other vessels. Tht Willing Mind^ 
John Newcomb, commander, with about seventy passengers, dropped anchor, 
at Eldnburs, in November. She was soon after followed, by the fly bosi, 
Martkoy of Burlington, Yorkshire, with one hundred and iburteen. On the 
10th December, 1768, came The Skidds from Hull, Daniel Townes, com- 
mander. When passing Coaquanock, the site of the present dty of Phila- 
delphia, she ran so dose to the shore, that in tacking, her spars struck the 

* Smith's N. J. 

t Dated, respectivsIy.lOtfa September, 27th September, and 10th October, 1677. 
X Smith'! M. J. § See Appendix, F. 
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trees, and some one on board remarked, how fine a spot this was for a town* 
A Hi^'sh gale brought her to Burlington, being the first vessel that came so 
far up the J)elaware. She moored to a tree, and the next niornnig the pas- 

■ s« ngers came ashore on the ice. About tlie same period, another ship 
arrived from London, freighted with passengers.* 

Although compelled to endure the hardships inseparable trom the occupa- 
tion of a desert land, these were quickly surmounted, by the industry and 
palience of the emigrants. Their town soon ftssumed a thriTing appearance, 
and was rapidly enlarged by increasing members. In this, as in other, inftml 
aettlements of America, the success of the coidnist was commonly propoiw 
tioned to the original humility of bis condition ; and he, who emigrated as a 
eenrant, was frequently more prosperous than his master. Persevering in- 
dustry, temperance, and self-reliance, always reaped a full reward, whilst 
self-indulgence, and dependence upon hirelings, terminated in poverty. 

VIII. ISir (leorg-c Carteret, proprietary of East Jersey, died in 1679; 
having derived so little benefit Irom his Ameriean trrri^nrv, that he found it 
necessary to bequeath it to trustees, to \yG sold for thv. iK.iRiit of his creditors. 
The exemption, this district enjoyed, from the jurisdiction of the Duke ot 
York, had not contributed to moderatr" lite discontent of the inhabitants oi 
West New Jersey, witli his assumed illegal authority. They, incessantly, 
importuned him for redress, and were, at length, provoked by a tax of five 
per cent., which Andross impolGted, on the importation of Eurcfpean merchan- 
dise, to additional vehemence of complaint, and urgency of solidfotion* 
Wearied, at length, with the importunity of these suitors, rather than moved 
by the justice of their complaint, the Duke referred the subject to commis* 
sioners, by whom, it was finally submitted to Sir William Jones«t 

The argument, in behalf of the colonists, on this occasion, prepared 
by William Penn, George Hutchinson, and others, chiefly Quakers, 
breathes a firm, undaunted spirit of liberty, worthy the ibunders of a North 
American commonwealth; and contains traces of those principles, which, 
subsequently, led the colonies to full emancipation.:!: "Thus then," they say, 
after a deduction of their title, " we came to buy that moiety, which belonged 
to Lord Berkeley, for a valuable consideration ; and in the conveyance he 
made us, powers of government are expressly granted ; for that, only, could 
have induced us to buy it : and the reason is plain, because to all prudent 
men, the government of a- place is more inviting than the soil. For what is 
good land without good laws? — the better the worse. And if we could not 
assure people, of an easy, and free, and safe government, both with respect 
to their spiritual and worldly property,— that is, an uninterrupted liberty ot 
conscience, and an inviolable possession of their civil rights and freedoms, 
by a just and wise government, — a mere wildeniess would be no encourage- 
ment; for it were madness to leave a free, good, and improved country, to 
plant in a wilderness, and there adventure many thousands of pounds, to 
give an absolntf^ titlf to another person, to tax us at will and pleasure.** 
Stating the tax impo-' d by Andross, they proceed : " This is one grievance; 
and for this, we make uur application to have speedy redress, not as a burden ^ 

^ only, with respect to the quantum or the way of levying it, or any circum- 
V stance made hard by the irregularity of the officers, b ut as a wrong ; for 

' * See Appendix, G. , t Grahame's Col. Hist vol. ii. 344. 

t This document, fonnd in Smith's History, is unnoticed by Ohalmere ; tnd is im* 
perfectly albridged by Winterbotham (vol. ii. p 'i>^7). Grahame (vol. H. p. 340) admits 
that Penn conciirrea in its presentation, nnrl, probabl;^, assisted in its composition; 
but denies that he was the sole author, as tumie of his biographers have insisted; bup- 
ponng tiiis prettnsioii to be lefhted, by the style of the ooenraent; in which, aot the 
slightest nsunblfljioe hi disceniible, to any of hie edmo^edged piodnctions. 
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no oomplain of a wrong, done us, and ask, yet, with modeety, quo jure? 
Tell us the title, by what right or law, are wc thus used, that may a little 

mitigate our pain? Your answer, hitherto, hath been this. That it was a 
conquered country ; and that the King, being the conqueror, has power to 
mke laws, raise money, &c. ; and that this power jure regale^ the King 
h&l\\ vested in the Duke ; and by that right and sovereignty, the Duke de- 
mands that custom we complain of. Natural right and humane prudence, 
oppose such doctrine all the world over; for what is it, but to say, that peo- 
ple, free by law, under their prince at home, are at \m mercy m the piania- 
tions abroad ; and whyl because he is a conqueror there, but still at the 
hazard of the lives of his own people, and at the cost aiid charge of tho * 
pablic* We would say more, but choose to let it drop* But our case is 
better yet; tot the King*8 grant, to the Duke of York, k plainly restrictive 
to the laws and government of England. Now the constitution and ^ 
vemment of England, as we humbly conceive, are so far from countenancing 
^nrh authority, that it is made a fundamental in our constitution, that the 
King of England cannot, justly, tnkc his subject's n-oods without their con- 
sent. This needs no more to b<i proved than a prmciple ; \\sju8 indigene^ 
an home-born right, declared to be law by divers statutes." — " To give up 
the power of making laws, is to change tlie government, to sell, or rather, to 
resign, ourselves to the will of another ; and that for nothing. For, under . 
&vour, we buy nothing of tlie Duke, if not the right of an undisturbed co- 
loniziDg, and that, as Englishmen, with no diminution, but expectation of *^ 
some increase of those freedoms and privileges enjoyed in our own country ; \ 
ht the soil is none of hb ; 'tis the natives, by ibejus eeHAum^ the law of na« 
tioDs; and it would be an ill argument to convert mem to Chrisdanity, to 
expel, instead of purchasing them, out of those countries. If then, the coun* 
try be theirs, it is not the Duke's: he cannot sell it; then what have we 
bought?" — "To conclude this point, we humbly say, that wc have not lost 
any part of our liberty, by leaving our countrv',* for we leave not our King, 
nor our goveninif ut by quittinpr our soil ; but we transmit to a place given 
by the same Kmg, with express limitation to erect no polity contrary to the 
same established government, but as near as may be to it ; and this varia- 
tion is allowed, but for the sake of emergencies, and that latitude, bounded 
by these words, for the good of the adventurer and planter." After this, as 
tbey term it, the " point of kw" of the case, they proceed to insist upon the 
equity of it; protesting that the **tax is not to be found in the Duke's ooii- 
veyanoes; ^t it was an after businesB, a very surprise to the plainer."— 
''This, in plain English, is under another name, paying for the same thing 
twice over*"*- ^'Custom, in all governments in the world, is laid upon trade; 
but this, upon planting, is unprecedented. Had we brought commodities to 
these parts to sell, made profit out of them, and returner! to the advantage 
of traders, there had been some eolour or pretence for this exaction ; but to 
rf'r|iiire and force a custom, from persons, for coming to their property, their 
own terra Jirma, their habitations ; in short, for coming home, is without a 
parallel. This is paying custom, not for trading, but for landing; not for 
merchandising, but planting." — "Besides there is no end of this power; for 
aince we are, by this precedent, assessed without any law, and thereby ex- 
cluded our English right of common assent to taxes; what security have we 
of any thing we possess? We can call nothing our own, but are tenants at 
wfll, not only for the isoil, but fi)r all our personal estates. We endure 
penury, and the sweat of our brows, to improve them, at our own hazard, 
onl^. This is to transplant, not fiom good to better, but from good to bad. 
This sort of conduct has destroyed government, but never raised one to any 
true greatness ; nor ever will, in the Duke's territories, whilst so many coun- 
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tries, equally good, in soil and air, 8umtiiid» with greater freedom and 
security. Lastly, the Duke's circumstances, and the people's jealousies, 

considered, we humbly submit it, if there can be, in their opinion, a f^reateT 
evidence of a design, to introduce an uniirnited governm^'nt, th;m both to 
exact such unterminated tax from Englisb planters, and to continue it, after 
so many repeated complaints. And on the ccmtrary, if there be any thing 
so happy to the Duke's nn st nt aliairs, as the opportunity he has to free that 
country with his own liaads, and to make us all owcrs of our liberty, to his 
favour and justice: So will Englishmen, here, know what to hope for, by 
the justice and kindness he shows to Englishmen there; aiid all men, to aee 
the just model of his government in New York; to be the scheme and draught 
in httld, of his administration in Old England, at large, if the crown should 
ever devolve upon his head*" 

Unpalatable as this argument must have been to the British court, and the 
counsellors of the Duke, at this period, it was triumphant. The commis- 
sioners ^vcre constrained to pronounee judgment, in conformity with the 
opinion of Jones, "that as the grant to Berkeley and CnrtPVPt. had reserved 
no profit or jurisdiction, the leo;ality of the tnx could not h- df fended." The 
Duke, then^fore, without further delay, abandoned all clajms on West Jersey, 
confirming the territory, or soil of the province, in the fullest terms, to Wil- 
iiain Penn, Gawn Lawry, and Nicholas Lucas, trustees for Byllinge, and to 
John Eildridge, and Edmund Warner, assignees of Fenwicke, ac^ynfing to 
their aevend interests, whilst he conveyed, expressly, the government to Ed- 
ward ByUinge, his heirs and assigns.* And soon after, he made a like 
oonfiimadon, in fityour of the representatives of his frknd» % Geoige 

Cartcret.f 

The forcible and spirited pleading, we have noticed, derives special inte- 
rest, from the recollection of the conflict, then waging between the advocates 

of liberty, and the a]vettors of arbitrary power. Probably, none of the 
writings of which that period was, abundantly, prolific, was characterized by 
a more magnanimous effort, for the preservation of liberty, than this first 
successtlii vindication, of the rights of New Jersey. Its must remarkable 
feature, is the stronL^ ind deliberate assertion, that no tax could be justly 
imposed upon them, wiiliout their consent. The report of the commissioners, 
and the relief that followed, was a virtual concession of this prmciple, which 
snbsequently triumphed more signally, in the independence of die United 
aiateB4 

* Indenture, dated 6tb August, 1680. 

t 14tii March, 16^. Leamin^ and Spicer'a Collection. 

X The case between the propnctarieB and the Duke, relati\'c to the gfovemment, is 
of somo complexity ; nnd from inspection of the documents alone, his pretensions 
have better grounds liiau hm advocates appear to have assumed for him. The chaT' 
ten of GhftriM II., to him, in addition to a foil fee simple estate, in land, contain an 
exprr^^s rrmnt of the powers of govrmment; whilst the deeds from the Duke to 
Berkeley and Carteret, convev a traci of land," specifically bounded, as in tiia 
tnmafer of a private eatate. There ia not the slightest alluaion to the poweca of 
giaivenunent in them ; and the special oare taken to giv* aoeh powers, in tho OM 
case, nnd to omit them in the other, would be a strong argument, that they were 
not designed to be granted, if such argument were needed, in the total absence of a 
^rant. It aartainlj nOTav oan be naintained, tbat, a foe aimple, in land, carried witii 
it A yolitioal power of govetnment. In all cases where this power was intended to be 
conveyed, apt words were employed, as in the grants to the Duke of York, to Balti- j 
more, and Penn. Berkeley could qonvey no other right than he possesseid, nor did | 
he attempt it, aince that ia not aaaerted in the plea of tne New Jersey proprietariea." j 
Nor in the deed, quintipartite of partition, between Carteret, ancf the grantors of 
Berkeley, is there any rrforcnce to thn pnv-cr? nf jrovrrnniunt. So far, then, the casa , 
would seem to be cleariy, that the Duke li id iclaiiied the integrity of his political i 
powera, as panted him oy the orowA. But against this paper case, there is stroog j 
dwwawtaatial endtaot. 1. The Mramptaoii, mad andiapated exerciae of politieal | 

! 
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IX. But, if we condemn, severely, the tenacious hold of power, on the 
part of the Duke, how shall we characterize the pretensions of Byllinge, 
subsequent to the exclusive grant of the government to liini I His conduct 
affords an additional instance ot th(^ corrupting force of jxiwcr, and of human 
inconsistency. He asserts, as grantee of Berkeley, that he became the par- 
tieipaot of political power, even by a deed for lands only ; but, when thai 
power was expressly and unequivocally conveyed to himself^ he denies the 
Ijiant of siqniiar power, to his assigns, though he is a party to the *^ conoes- 
aions,'* by which it was clearly conveyed; under the pretence, it would 
seem, that as such power was not then with him, he could not grant it, and 
though he had himself, taken the office of governor, by the election of the 
proprietaries. That his exclusive gubernatorial power might be known and 
felt, he proposed to remove Jennings, whom he had appointed his di^puty, 
under his delegated powers, in 1679. 

X. TUq proprietaries, in General Assembly of the province, in June, 1683, 
met this {)rctension with due firmness and spirit; resolving, that they had 
purchased tlic land and government together; that, in tlieir deeds, Byllinge, 
the prantor, had covenanted, within seven years, to make further assurance 
of title, and was now hound, as they were, to fulfil his contzacts ; that the 
"conoessions'* were adopted by proprietaries and people, as the foundatioii v 
of the government of West New Jersey, by which they were resolved to 
stand ; and that " an instrument be drawn up and sent to some trusty friends 

in London, for Edward Byllinge to sign and seal; whereby, to confirm his 
6rst bargain and sale, he made to the freeholders of this province, of land 
and government together." They fiirther resolved, that upon sucli confir- 
mation, they were willing to testify their gratitude, as thoir ability would 
permit; and should Byllinge visit the province, to show their 0 c and ununi- 
mous acceptance, and acknowledgments of his care and diligence in the 
prtinises. This subject, it would seem, had been some time under dis- 
cuission, before the Assembly was wrought to these resolutions ; and Wil- 
liam Pcim had recommended that the people should secure themselves, by 
the ekeHon of Jennmgs, to the office of Governor, and his promise to eta* 
cote the place, with ficteUty and diligence, according to the laws, concessions, 
and ooostitutinns of the province* This expedient, certauily not flattering to 
Byllmge, the Assembly adopted, and proclaimed Jennings governor, by 
virtue of the power vested in six parts in seven, of their body, to alter their 
constitution ; and they bestowed the right to six hundred acres of land, to 
pay the charges of the olfice. Upon this occasion, the governor, and all the 
officers, under the govenmient, signed written engagements, iaithfuUy to 
pex£)rm their duty.* 

power, by Berkeley and Carteret, openly promulgated in iheir concessions. 2. The 
surrenderor the government, by Nicholb, the agent of the Duke, to them, ai\er remon* 
•tnnee, agaioft rach a measure, that agent. 8. The re-grant of the soil, and the 
STiffrnncc of thf» rcj^nmption of political power, by tVie Duke, after thr conquest, and re- 
conquest, by the Dutch j and 4lh, the continued and unquesttoned exercise of such 
power, by Byllinge, uid his assigns, and by Oarlaii^ m&t partitieii mide, ^ Thtme 
ITS facts strangely at variance, with the deeds, and no one can suppoee their exist- 
ence, against an adverse claim, on the part of the hpir apparent to the crown. And it 
is not the least singular part of the case, that whilst Uie Duke claims a partial poHti- 
cd right, that of nying taxes, he fvAni andiitui)ied, the erercise of independent 
governments, in East and West Jersey. We must, therefore bt lieve, that there was 
an implied grant of political power, in the conveyance of the soil, which was too 
•trongl^ confirmed by more than twenty years enioyineut, to be defeated. Yet, under 
these cironmslaneet, tiie ready acquiescence of the Duke, in tlie award of the eom* 
missioncrs. is extraordinary, when his love of powefi and Ilis f^iannical SMieoreii 
against other colonial goYerimientai are considered. 
* See Appendix, H. 
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Subsequentlyy at an Assembly, convened on the 29th of March, I6849 
Governor Jennings, and Thomas Budd, were deputed to negotiats Uu8 matter, 
in Elngland ; and two hundred pounds were voted for their expenses, which 
were advanced by governor Prnn, then in Philadelphia ; for the repayment 
of which, three thousand acres ol" land, were appropriated, above the falls of 
the Delaware. Upon his departure, Jennings nominated Thomas Clive, his 
deputy, who was duly ek'cted governor, in May, 1684, and May, 1685- 
These measures, on the part ol" the Assembly, seem to have been attended 
with the desired effect. A new charter, the precise nature of which, we are left 
to conjecture, was given by By Hinge, and deposited by the Assembly, in the 
custody of C3i?e anid Gardiner, their treasurer, and directed to be leoorded* 
This instrument, probably, restored the government to the footing of the 
" conoessicmB;" and John Skeine was received as the deputy governor, of 
Byllinge, although the Assembly had, before, rejected Welsh, who had been 
appointed to the office. Skeine died in February, 1688.* 

XI. Upon the death of ByFlinge, in 1687, Dr. Daniel Coxe, of London, 
already a large propriefnry, at the instance of other proprietaries, purchased 
the interest of Byllirige s heirs, in the soil and government. Soon after, 
(September 5, 1687) he addressed a letter to the council of proprietors in 
New Jersey, communicating this matter, and reviving the repudiated claim 
of Byliinge; declaring, "that the government of the province was legally 
in hira, as that of Pennsylvania in Penn, or East Jersey in the proprieta- 
rSea; aiid that he was resolved, by the assistance of Ahnighty God, to eier- 
dse the jurisdiction to him conveyed, with all integrity, faith, fulness, 
and diligence, for the benefit and welfare of tiiose, over whom. Divine Pro- 
vidence had constituted him superintendent, or chief overseer. But as he 

, confirmed the concessions," and thereby, in fact, transferred, as Jennings 
had done, the full right of government, to the proprietois, jointly, his naked 
assertion of exclupivc right, appears to have excited no uneasiness in the 
province. Smith infr>rms us, that, Coxe recpivf^d the appointment of governor 
from the proprietaries, and continued in that station until the year 1690; 
that, in the interval, Edward Hunloke was, at one time, his deputy ; and 
that a like commission had been sent to John Tatham, who, being a Jacobite, 
was rejwted by the Assembly. In 1691, Dr. Coxe conveyed the government 
to a company of proprietaries, called the West Jersey Society, in considera- 
tion of nine' thousand pounds sterling, who, in 1602, appointed Andrew Ha^ 
tmlton governor. This view of the governmental question, has canied us 
In advance of other portions of our subject, to which we now return. 

XII. West Jersey, now filled apace with inhabitants; the greater [xntion 
of whom were Quakera. Jennings convened the first Assembly, on 25th 
November, 1681. This body enacted certain yiuidafli^aZ consHtuHoru^ 
and many laws. Pursuing the spirit of the " concessions," they, in the first, 
provided, for the annual election and meeting of the Assembly; the obliga- 
tion of the laws by them enacted; the appointment and removnl by them, of 
all officers of trust ; that no tax or custom should continue longer than one 
year ; and that no one should be incapable of office, by reason of his faith 
and worship. They prohibited the governor and council, from enacting 
laws, laying any tax, sending ambassadors, or making treaties, and from 
proroguing or dissolving that house; and declared, that, upon Jennings* 
aooeptanoe of these comlitions, they would recognise him as deputy go- 
vernor* These constitutions were duly signed by Samuel Jennings, de- 
puty governor, aiid Thomas Oive, speaker. It would be difiicult to find 

* The iilaij of C&vt wm Hhhty pounds; of Skeiao, thirty buiheb of iye, bendt . 
hislbfS' 
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any instrument, in representative p-overnment, more democratic, or more 
liberal, in matters of religious faith. Not even belief in the Deity, was neces- 
sary to human eqnnlity, whilst the constitution of tlie state of New Jersey, 
excludes from ofiice ail who do not proless bcLiei* in the laith of some Pro- 
testant sect. 

Thirty-six acts embraced, and enforced, most of the provisions of the 
'* concessions." ^^moiig thcni, iiowcvcr, was one authorizing the levy of two 
hundred pounds, in coin, or Mna, or monep,^* for defraying public debts 
and other jmki^ charges of the province. For this great sum, " Thomas 
Budd and Thomas Gardiner, were appointed receivers-general, with power 
to constitate and appoint all inferior or sub-collectors, or otherwise, ror the 
best and easiest way of raising the amount, throughout the province of West 
Jersey." Another enacted, that, if any person sliall presume to offer affront 
to the public authority, or any officiating in tliat capacity, he shall be punish- 
ed and fined at the discretion of the court — an offence certainly indefinite, 
and a latitude of punishment, which, in some governments, would have been 
very alarming. A third, which was, however, soon after repealed, raised the 
value of the current coin fifty per cent.: a fourtli, directed the making of a 
highway from Burlington to Salem; and two others, appropriated twenty 
pounds to the governor, and ftvc to the speaker, for their services. But 
among ihe most meritorious, was that imposing a heavy penalty upon the 
sale of strong liquors to the Indians. 

At the next session, holden in May, 1682, the Assembly authorized each 
of the ten proprietaries, to dispose of five hundred acres of land, within thdr 
respective tenths, for defraying the public expenses, in such tenth: made the 
half-pence, coined by one Mark Newbie, a member of council, and cal)ed 
Patrick's half-pence, current coin of the province ; with condition, however, 
that no one should be obliged to receive more than five shillings of it, iri one 
payment: cs^nblished Burlinnrton and Salem as ports: empowerr-d justices to 
solemnize marriages on fourteen days notice, and consent of parents: direct- 
ed ten bushels of corn, necessary apparel, two horses, and one axe, to lie 
given, as freedom dues, to servants: subjected land to the payment of dehis ; 
prohibited the imprisonment of debtors, surrendering their estates; and de- 
clared the town of Burlington, the chief city of the province. 

At the next sesnon, Iwy, 1668, some modification of the fimdam^tal 
laws was made. The governor and council, were empowered to prepare 
hills for laws, promulgatmg them, twenty dnys, in the most public place of 
the province, before the meeting of the General Assembly. The governor, 
council, and Assembly, met together, were declared the General Assembly; 
who might affirm, or deny, bills so prepared; and of this Assembly, the go- 
vernor was declared speaker, with a double voice. During the recess of the 
Assembly, the government of the state, was lodged with the governor and 
council. 

We have already noticed the proceedings of the Assembly, in relation to 
the claim of Byllinge ,* beside which, there were no subjects of interest, in 
the history of the succeeding decade of years. The planters appeared to 
have pursued, undisturbed, the noiseless tenor of prosperity. Some cftbrts, 
however^ were made during this period, by the proprietaries of East and 
West Jersey, for running the line between their provinces. But of this 
vexed and sdil unsettled question, we shall treat fully, in our exposition of 
the land system of the state. 

Xin. In 1693, however, the religious toleration, granted by the laws, was 
somewhat restricted by an act, ^^ birh, though declaring that conscientious 
scruples, against taking oaths, should not incapacitate for office, required from 
the incumtent, a declaration of fidelity to the King, renunciation of popery 
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and the lollowinrr profe'^sion of the Christian faith : /, A B, prof ess faith 
in God, the Father^ and Jesus Cina-r his eternal Son^ the true God, 
and in tfte Holy Spirit^ one God blessed for ever more; and do achnmi^- 
ledffe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament^ to be gititn bjf 
divine inspiration** 

* Can this be deemed a confession of faith, by Quakers? The question derirei 
' great interest from tiie wide schism, at this time existing in the MKriety of Friends, iA 
which the two parties, alike, claim to hold thp orir^ina! fiirh; one professing that In 
the text — the other, belief in the unity of the Deity, tiie Imnianity of Christ, with a 
modified view of divine inspiration in the Scriptares. Upon the eolntion bf the 
original faith of the Quakers, much property, and a greater value, (if I may thus ex- 
press myselO in sentiment, at this moment depends. It is said, that no formal decla- 
ration of Uie Quaker faith, is to be found in the records of tlie society ; and courts of 
. jnetiee have been compelled to eeek it, in the partial, equivocal, and aneatlefketorv 
V declarations of esteemed preachers, and polemical writ<;rs. The best evidence which 
the nature of the subject admits, is the formal declaration of faith, by the yearly meet- 
ing. But an attempt of lliis kind was one of the immediate causes of the present 
diviflion. The next best evidence, would be a declaration of faith, by a body of Qna^ 
kers, at a period when no division existed, among the sect, and when an attempt to 
force a declaration of faith upon them, would have been resisted, as firmlv, to saythe 
least, as at any time, since the ministry of Fox. Was the Assembly of Weel Wew 
Jersey, of the year 1696, such a body P If it was, their declaration of T%» Ckriatian 
FaUli'' is entitled to profound respect and unhmited confidonco; having been made 
when the zeal of the church was most lively, during tlie life of many of its dis- 
tinguiihed primitive apoatlea, such as Barclay and Peon, and within seven yean aftar 
the death of its. founder, George Fox. This Assembly consisled of about fiSty raemp 
bers. It is perhaps impossible, at this day. to declare that every member was aQuaker. 
This, liowever, is probable, since the Quakers composed vaatly the greater proportion 
of the population. It is certain, however, that tne maiority of the Assembly were 
Frjends, and might, therefore, have arrested the promulgation of this creed. That 
they would have done so, cannot be floiihfpd. hrui it not boon their faith; for they 
came to the province, that they migiit enjoy tiiat ikiLii. wittiout molestation. Thejr 
had purchased the soil, and the government, that they mi<;ht live under laws of their 
own enactment. But this art, liad it declared a faith difTJ rent ^rora that, which the 
Quakers professed, would have disqualified them from participating in the govern- 
ment, ana would have placed ihciii at the mercy of the very few Swedes and T)utch, 
who were in the province. We are, tiiercfore, constrained to believe, that this statu* 
tory confession of faith, was the faith of the Quaker church. — StfilAmming an/i^fiUai^i 
Coilectionf p. 514. — Jind see the Jict, in the JivpendiXf I. 

The confession of faith set forth in the Kew Jersey, act of 1693, is eopied in words, 
Ikom the English toleration act, passed in 1689, (1 William and Mary). The follow- 
ing account of which, is given by George Whitehead. — Works, page 635. " Yet to 
prevent any such (Friends) from bein^ stumbled or ensnared, by some exj^reaslons in 
the aforesaid profession or creed, (which appeared unscriptural,) in the said Bill, we, 
instead thereof, did propose and humbly offer, as our own real belief of the Deity of 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost;" — the form we have given in the text. " Which 
declaration," he continues, "John Vaughton and I, delivered to Sir Thomas Clergia, 
who, with some others, were desirons we should give in such confession, of our Chris* 
tian lielief, that might not lie under the unjust imputation of being no Christi;in8, 
and thereby be deprived of the benefit of the intended law, for our reh^ous liljerty. 
We were, therefore, of necessity, put upon otfering the said confession, it being, oLjo, 
our known professed principle, nncerely to confess Christ, the Son of the living God, 
his divinity, and that h i> the eternal Word, nrd tliat the Tliree which benr record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, are one; one divine Being, <me 
Gktd, blessed finrever." 

In what sense the words of this eonfossion were accepted, by Friends, it would, per- 
haps, be difficult to say. They were, probably, understood by the framers of the 
toleration act, to be eqiuvalent to the belief in the Trinity, as expressed by the Church 
of England. But this sense, if not denied, is certainly not conceded by the Qaaker 
Wliteia, generally, who, in relation to tliis mysterious subject, express themselves with 

great mystery, and allege that they take up the doctrine as expressly laid down in 
le Scripture, and are not warranted in making deductions, however specious. It 
has been supposed, too, that in framing this confession of faith, an outward con- 
formity to the requisition of Parliament, nnly, was designed: and that every Friend 
was at perfect Hlierty to rnnstrue the words of his contession, in such senbc as the 
spirit within iiim should direct. If so, we have advanced nothing in determining 
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XIV. By the deed of partition of July, 1676, Sir George Carteret became 
seized of East New Jersey, in severalty. By his testament, Dei-eniber 5lh, 
1678, he named his wile, Elizabeth, his executrix, and guardian of his heir; 
and devised the province to trustees, to be sold for payment of his debts.* 
Bid died in the following year, but his death made no change in the govern* 
ment, whioh oontimied to be administered by his brother Philip, until about 
the end of the year 1081, or beginning of 1682, when he was superseded by 
the transfer of the province to other proprietaries. 

XV. The latter part of his administratioli, was embittered by the revival 
of the disputes which had once rendered him a fugitive from his government, 
and by the unjust and violent assumption of authority, over his province, by 
the profligate Andross, governor of New York. Tlie pretension of this ready 
tool of despotism, was sustniiK'd by tliat portion of the inhabitants, who had 
derived their land titles throuah governor Nicholls, from the Duke, and who 
believed tliat his Grace would render valid their advantageous purchases 
from the liidians. Andross seems, first, formally, to have disputed the right 
of Carteret, in March, 1680, when, by proclamation, he claimed the submis- 
sion of the inhabitants for the Duke of York. Threats of invasion followed; 
to resist which, CSarteret prepared his military fbroe, amounting to one hun- 
dred and fifty men. Androes, however, visited Elizabethtown, attended by 
B civil suite, only, where he ostentatiously displayed the Duke's title, and his 
own commission; and, utterly disre^rding his master^s double grant to Sir 
George Carteret, demanded the recofrnitloii r)f his authority. This being re- 
fused, he retired; but soon afler, April 31, 1680, despatched a party of soldiers, 
who rudely dragged Caileret from his bed, and convc^vr-d hi^K prisoner, to 
New York, wheitj he was tried, upon the i ii form ion of tlie ailomey-general, 
with having riotously and routously, witli force of arms, * m It avoured to 
maintain and exercise jurisdiction and government over his iMajesty's sub- 
jects, within the bounds of his Majesty's letters ])atent, granted to his Royal 
Plighness. In despite of the efforts ol Antiros.s, w ho presided at the trial, the 
jury, though several times sent out by him, magnanimously acquitted the 
misoner. The court, however, adjudged, that if Carteret returned to New 
Jersey, he should engage not to assume any authority there. 

Andross met an Assembly at EU2sabethtown, on the 2d June, 1680, where 
he again exhibited the documents of his authority, together with a copy of 
the laws enacted at New York, which he proposed as the nde of action for 
New Jersey. Although the Assembly were indisposed, or dreaded, to ques- 
tion the authority of the Duke, they were not unregnrdful of their rights, nor 
hacK'wnrd in proclaiming them. They replied, "As we are the representa- 
tives of the freehold(M"s nf this province, we dare not grant his Majesty's let- 
ters patent, though under the great seal of iMicland, to be our rule or joint 
safety; for the great charter of England, ali.i - , magna c/iurta^ is the only 
rule, privilege, and joint safety of every iVt e huni Englishman. What we 
have formerly done, we did in obedience to the authority that was then esta- 
blished in this province, and that being done according to law, they needed 
no confirmatioii.'' They declared, also, their expectation, that, the privileges 
granted them, by virtue of the concessions of Lord Berkeley and Sir George 
Caiteret, would be confirmed to them; and they re-enacted fermer laws, and 
demanded their approval. 

the faith of Friends, since they have adopted the remainder of the Scriptures, giving 
to them, in manjr casei, a meftaing widely different from that aaiigned by Or&odox 

Christians. 

* The trustees were John Earl of Sandwich, John Earl of Bath, Bernard Granville, 
brother of tbo latter, Sir Thomas Crew, Sir Thomas AtUns, and bis biotlMr, Edwiril 
Atkiiu. 
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Complaints against the proceedings of Andross were despaiciied to Eng- 
land with an appeal to the King, The Duke disavowed the acts of his 
minion, y (3t no uutrw^tkms' appear to Ka?e been given to leaGind thm. For» 
afler the departure of Andross, for England, Ciq>tain Brochholts, his auhsd- 
tute, maintained his assumption, refusing to recognise the authority of Oa«to- 
ret, until he exhibited a new commission, notwithstanding the Assembly of 
New Jersey had declared the conduct of Andross illegal. No further forci- 
ble effort, however, was made to control the province ; the Duke having, 
in truth, agreed to confirm his former grants with the right of government j 
and, soon after, by release of this contested pmvcr, terminated these troubles. 

Disgusted by these contentions, and [jerceiving that they were not likely to 
derive either eniuiument or satisfaction, from their provmce, the trustetjs and 
executrix of Sir George Carteret, offered it for sale to the hi;^hea,t bidder.* 

XVI. The sessions of tlie Assembly, during the administration of Carteret, 
were commonly holden at Elizabethtown, frequently at Woodbridge, and 
sometimes at Bfiddletown and - Piscataway.f Many laws wm enacted 
during this period, but most of them were local or ephemeral in their cha- 
racter. Those of a more general nature, provided; That, contemners of 
authority should be punished by fine, or ooiporal infliction, at the discietloa 
of the court : that males above sixteen, and under sixty, years of age, iaiJing 
to furnish themselves with arms, should be fined, two ahilling a per wedc, for 
neglect : that, one guilty of arson, should repair the injury done, and in case 
of inability so to do, be, at the mercy of the court, condemned to death or 
other corporal punishment: that, murder, false witnes-^, witii design to take 
away life, erimes against nature, witchciafl, stealing away any mankind^ 
should he punished by death ; burglary or highway robbery, the first otieiice 
with burijing in the hand, the second in the forehead, and in both cases, 
with restitution ; and the third offence with death : larceny, the first offence 
by treble restitution; and so the second and third, with such increase 
punishment, even unto death, as the court might direct, if the ofeider .were 
incorri^ble; otherwise, and if unable to mt^ce restitution, to be sold finr 
satis&idlon, or to receive corporal punishment: conspiracies or attacks upon 
towns or fbrts, smiting or cursing of parents, unless in self defence, upon 
complaint of the parent, were also subjected to the penalty of death : rape 
was punishable with death, or otherwise, severely, at the discretion of the 
court; ff>rnieation, with marriafje. fine, or corporal punishment; adultery, 
with divorce, corpnrrd punishnif nf, or banishment, either, or all of them, as 
circumstances should determine the mind of the jud^e; niiiht walking and 
revelling, afler nine o'clock, with arrest, and punishment, at the discretion 
of the court : — ^That, the members of Assembly should be chosen on the 
first of January, and their sessions be holden on the first Tuesday in Novem- 
ber, annually, or oftener, if the governor and council should deem neces- 
sary : that, no marriage should be had without the consent of parent, ^ar« 
dian, or master, as U^e case might require, unless up<»i notice, &rio6 
published, at some meeting or kirk, near the. parties* abode, or set up in 
writing, at some public house, for fourteen days previous; nor then, unless 
solemnized by some approved minister, justice, or chief officer, who was 
forbidden, under penalty of twenty pounds, and dismission from office, to 
marry any, who had not fulfilled these requisitions. 

XVII. In compnrinir the laws of Ea-^t and West Jersey, we are much 
struck with the difference of the spirit whicii dictated them. The genius of 
Calvinism, which rules by terror, and the ever suspended sword, in this and 

• Grahame's Col. Hist. vol. ii. 350, See Appendix K. 

\ The first AsBembly wm holden 26th May, 1668, at Elizabethtown. 
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in the fliture world, is strongly impressed upon the one, whilst a prudent 
reserve ui lianuug crimes, and a humane forbearance in their punishment, 
chaf&cterize the other. The ancient lawgivers prescribed no punishment 
for porricidey deeming the oSBbnce impossible; — the Quaker legislators, had / 
no enactment against araon — ^no prescribed punishment for murder or tiea- ^/ 
son, and other heinous oflfonces; and yet, during four^d*twenty yeais» of ^ 
their administration, no instance of such crinu s was known within their 
territories. In East Jersey, there were thirteen classes of offences, ag^dnst 
which, the penalty of death was denounced ; and amongst these, were sim- 
ple larcenies, and the impossible crime of witchcraft; whilst in West Jersey, 
such punishment was unknown to the law. The sentence, and nio(V of its 
execution, in cases of treason and murder, were by the " Concessions, ' com- 
mitted to the Assembly; but that body never prescribed a general rule, nor 
had occasion to apply llieir powers to a special case. The legislators of 
West Jersey, iu injuries of every kind, sought reparation, and the reclama- 
tion of the offender. Thus, the spoiler of property was condemned, in all 
cases, to make a fi>urfdd restitution, and to sufibr imprisonment at labour; 
and the perpetrator of personal injuries, might be pardoned by the sufierer. 
In ail cases, mercy presided over the justice-seat. But in East Jersey, the 
great object of th^ ]aw seems to have been vengeance. Like to Draco, the 
legislator deemed small crimes worthy of death, and could find no severer 
punishment for the greatest. But, though from the enactments against 
witchcraft, the proi^ress ofintcllcrtuid light seemed less in East, than in West ^ 
Jersey, there was an earnest care lor the instruction of the jjeople. This 
was particularly evident in an act, of 1093, providing, that, the inhabitants of 
any luwn might, by warraiit from a justice, elect three men to establish and 
levy a rate for the maintenance of a schoolmaster, payment of whicii, might 
be enforced by distress. Upon the ^v hole, w e may remark, that, though the 
legislator of East and West Jersey, drew their principles from the same 
volume^ they were from diflerent sources; the first were oppressed, enslaved, 
by the yenge&l God, who prescribed the Levitical law; the others sought 
and found, a well regulated freedom, in the merciful monitions of a Re- 
deemer. 

In East Jersey there was no law for the public support of religion ; yet, 

every township maintained its church and its minister. The people, by the 
testimony of the first deputy of the Quaker snvcreigns, " were, generally, V 
a sober, professinor people, wise in their generatum, courteous in their beha- 
viour, and respectful to those in office." And (»awn Lawric, the second 
deputy, assures us, " that th(a*c was not, in all the province, a poor body, or 
that wants."* Relying on this view, we might impute the disscntions which 
had prevailed, to the mjudicious conduct of the government. But there is 
reason to believe, that, the blame of these dissentions is chargeable, in a con- 
siderable degree, upon the people. A headstrong and turbulent dis[)osition 
appears to have prevailed amcmg some classes, at least, of the inhabitants: 
various riots and disturbances broke forth, eyen under the new government, 
and the utmost patience of the rulers, were necessary to govern them. A 
Jaw, enacted about four years after this period, reprobates the frequent oc- 
curence of quarrels and challenges, and interdicts the inhabitants fiom 
wearing swords, pistols, or daggers*! 

• " Thfi servants work not bo much," says Lawrie, " by a third, as they do in Eng- 
Huad, ajid I think, feed much better; for thev have beef, pork, bacon, pudding, milk, 
butter, and good beer and cider to drink. When they are out of their time, they have 
lan>! for th(>niselve8, and gf;neral1y turn farmers. Servants' wages are not QBcbr two 
shiUings a day, besides victuals." S. Smith, p. 117, 181. 

t Smith, pp. 162, 163, 169, 171, 175, A^t, Grahame'a Col. Hist. 
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CHAPTER IV- 



From the Pnrchase of East Jersey, by the Quakers, to the Surrender of the two 

ProYincos to the Crown, 108^-1702.-1. Pnrchase of East Jersey by Penu and 
lus Associates. — They admit others, not Quakers, to participate in the Purchase. 
—II. Robert Barclay appointed Governor for Life— Scotch Emigrante— Deputy 
Grovernors — Foundation of Araboy — Vain Efforts at CommOrce. — III. Efforts of 
James II. to destroy Colonial Charter — Defpntcr! by the Revolution — IV An- 
drew Hamilton, Deputy Ciovernor — Death ol Robert Barclay — liiterregnum— 
Aftdrew Hamilton, Govemor-in-Chief^— SuperscKted by Jeremiah Baaae — Re- 
appointed — Discontent of the Colonists. — V. Attempt of New York to tax the 
Colonj. — VI. Proposition from the Enghsh Ministers for the Surrender of the 
Proprietary Governments — Negotiations relating thereto.— VII, Final and 
conditional Surrender — Lord Oornhury appointed Governor— Outline ef the new 
Government. — VIII. Stntinnary Condition of New Jersey — Causes thereof. — 

IX. Condition of the Aborigines— Purchases of their Lauds — Traditions of their 
Origin— Tribes most noted m New Jersey-^lVeaty at Croeswieke^t Burlingfoa 
and Easton — Final Extinction of Indian Title to the Soil of New Jersey. — 

X. Review of the Title under the Proprietaries of East Jersey. — XI. Review of 
Title of Proprietaries of West Jersey. — XII. Of the Partition Line between Laj>l 
and West Jersej. ' 

L The success of their experiment in West Jersey, encouraged the Qua- 
kers of Great Britain^ to avail themselves of the opportunity, that was now 
afforded, in the proposition for the sale of East Jersey, of enlarf^ing the 
sphere of their enterprise, by the acquisition of that province. In Fcbrueury, 
1682, William Penn, with eleven others of his religious faith,* purchased 
the colony from the devisees of Sir George Carteret. This territory, then, 
contained about five thousand inhabitants, the great majority of whom were 
n<jt Quakers. There were populous settlements at Shrewsbury, Middle- 
town, upon the Raritan and Millstone rivers ; at Piscataway, Woodbridge, 
and Elizabethtown; at Newark, and upon the banks of the Passaic and 
Haekensack rivers; at Bergen, and along the bay and bank of the Hud- 
son* Whether to allay the jealousy, with which, the inhaUtants niffiht 
have regarded a government, wholly composed of men m hose principles dit 
fered greatly from their own, or for the purpose of fortifying their interest at 
court, by associating influential men with their enterprise, the twelve pur- 
chasers ha.stened to assume twelve other partners, among whom were the 
Enri of Perth, Chancellor of Scotland, and Lord Drummond, of Gilston, 
St (11 lary of State for that kingdom.f In favour of the twenty-four, the 
Duke of York executed his third and last grant of East Jersey, 14th March, 

*Tbe associates of Penn were Robert West, Thomas Rudyard, Suniuel Groome, 
Thomas Hart, Richard Mew, Thomas Wilcox, Ambrose Higg, Hugh Hortshome, 
CSement Plaiaetead, Thomas Cooper, and J[ohn Hayward. 

t The names of the additional twelve, were James, Earl of Pertli, Sir George 
M'Kenzie, John Druounond, Robert Barclay, David Barclay, Robert Gordon, Robert 
Burnett, Peter Sonmans, James Braine,.uawen Turner, Thomas Nume, Thomas 
Cox, and William DDckwra. 

t From the dedication of Scott's model of East Jersey, it appears that Viscount 
Tarbet and Lord M'Leod, two otlier powerful Scotch nobles, became, shortly after, 
pteprietaries. Sir George M'Kenzic, Lord Advocate of Scotland, whom his coteiii« 
porarie^ justly denomln ited, the bloody M'Ken7ie. was infamously distinguished aa * 
m witneas for the crown, on the trial of liord Kussell. — Grahame's Col. Hist. vol. ii. 
p. 951* a* 

t Grahame*e Col. Hist. 



Digrtized by Google 



HISTORY OP NEW JOBRSBY 



51 



1682, with full power*? of government. To facilitate the exercise of their 
dominion, they, also, obtained from the Kin!T. n royal letter, addressed to the 
governor, ( (amcii, and inhabitants ol' the proviiK '', statini:;, the title of tho 
purciia^eis to the soil and jurisdiction, and requiring due obedience to their 
government.* 

Among the new proprietaries of East Jersey, was the celebrated Robert 
Baxday, of Urie, a Scottish gentteman, who had been converted to Quaker- 
ism, and,«in defence of his adopted principles, had published a series of 
irorks, which elevated his name, and his cause, in the esteem of all Europe. 
Admixed by scholars and philosophers, for the stretcli of his learning, and 
the strength and subtlety of his understanding, he was endeared to the mem- 
bers of his religious fraternity, by the liveliness of his zeal, the excellence of 
his character, and the services which his pen had rendered to them. To the 
K'mrr and tlie Puke of York, be was recommended, not less by his distin- 
guished fame, than by the principles of passive obedieurn, professed by the ~ 
sect of which he was leader; and with the royal brottuMs, as well as with 
some of the most distinguished of their Scottish favourites and ministers, he 
nmintained a friendly and confidential intercourse. Inexplicable, as to 
many, such a coalition of uncongenial characters may appear, it seems, at 
ieest, as strange a moral phenomenon, to. behold Barclay and Penn, the vo- 
taries of luiivetsal toleration and philanthropy, voluntarily associating, in 
their labours, for the education and happiness of an in&ut commtmity, such, 
instruments as Lord Perth, and other abettors of royal tyranny and eccle- 
siastical persecuticm, in Sootland.f 

II. By the unanimous choice of his colleagues, Robert Barclay was ap- 
pointed, for life, first governor of East Jersey, under the new proprietary 
administration, with dispensation from personal residence, and autliority to 
nominate his deputy. The most beneficial event of his presidency, was the 
emigration of many of his countrynun, the Scotch, to the province; a mea- 
sure, ellicitd, it ir; said, with much dithculty and impf)rtunity. For, although 
the great l)ulii ot" the nation was suflfering the rigours of tyranny, for their 
resistance to the establishment of prelacy, they wore reluctant to seek relief 
in 63dle from their native land* The influence of Barclay and other Soocdi 
Quakers, however, co-operated with the severities of Lord Perth, and the 
other royal ministers, to induce many, particularly, from Aberdeen, the 
governor's native cotmty, to seek this asylum. In order to instruct the 
Scotch, more generally, of the condition of the colony, and to invite them to 
remove thither, an historical and statistical account of it was published, with 
a preliminary treatise, combatting the prevailing objection to expatriation. 
This work was, probably, compo'=;fd, in part, by Barclay; but was ascriVd 
to (Tcorf^r' Scott, of Pitlochie, and was emmently succf'ssful.if As a farther 
recommendation of the province, to the favour of the Scotch, Barclay, sub-^ 
sequently, displaced Lawrie, a Quaker, whom he had appointed deputy, and 
conferred this office on Lord Neil Campbell, uiicie of the Marquis of Argyle, 
who resided some time m the province as its lieutenant governor.^ The 

♦ Learning tind Spicer's Coi. Grahame, vol. ii. p. 351, 
t Grahame's Col. Hist. vol. ii. p. 354. See Appendix, L. 

X It bore the title of The Modal ef the Government of the Province of East Vmw 
Jersey, in America, and contains a minute account of theoJioMte, mU, inatitatioiMi, 
and settlements of Uie province. See Appendix, M. 

§ Grahame's Col. Hist. vol. ii. p. 35o. OMmixon and Smith concur, in relating 
that Lord Neil Campbell succeeded Barclay as ^ormtor. But this seems an error of 
Oldmixon, which Smith has incautiously copied ; for, from n document, preserved by 
Smith himself, (p. 196) Barclay, in 1688, as governor of EsLsi Jersey, subscribed an • 
agreement of peration between it aad Weat Jerwj. 
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mom wpalthy of the Scotch emigrants, were noted for brino-insj with them a 
great numtKT of servants, and in some instances, for trans[)ortirig whole 
fninilies of poor labourers, whom they established on their lands, for n term 
of years, endowing ihem with competent stock, and receiving in return, one 
half of the agricultural produce. i 

The first Deputy Governor, under Barclay, was Thomas Rudyard, an 
attorney of London, noted for his aMtance at the trial of Peon and Bfead, 
who arrived at his govemnient, early in 1683. He waa superaeded) how- 
ever, at the dooe of the year, by Gawn Lawrie, also of hcmdon, w1m> had 
been one of Bylllnge's trustees, for West Jersey. Hie efforts of Rudyard, \ 
of Samuel Groome, who was the surveyor of the proprietaries, and of Law- 
rie, were strenuously directed to create a city, at Amboy Point; a plan &xt 
which, the proprietaries had published, with an invitation to adventurers. 
They laid the ground out in lots, w irb out-lots, or small fh nns, appendant to j 
them, put up houses on account of i1h |)i (j[)ri(^taries, ni order to entice settlers, : 
and proclaimed the advantages of its situation, in l^ngland and America. 
The k)\vii at fir?rt called Amho, the Indian name for point, received soon 
after, the addition of Pcrtii, in lionour of the Karl, and \vas tlienccforth 
known, as Perth Amboy. The endeavours of the proprietaries, in this re- 
spect, were crowned with very partial success; nor were their equally ear- 
nest efibrts to establish foreign trade with their city, more happy* New 
York possessed, in her more advantageous position, and greater capita], the 
means of suppressing all rivalry, to which her governors did not hesitate to add 
force; seizing, in the very port of Amboy, vessds engaged in foreign trader 
carrying' them to New York, for adjudication, upon allied breach of com- 
mercial repu bit ions. 

The new proprietaries do not appear to have deemed any modification of 
the civil polity of the country necessary. In their description of the pro- ; 
vince, they commended the concesssions of Berkeley and Cartei^et, and ino- 
mlsed to make such additions to them as might L»c found necessary. Their 
administration for several years seems to have been satisfactory to the in- 
habitants; and with some inconsiderable exception, the discord arising from 
opposing titles, was stilled. 

in. But James H., who had now ascended the throne,* had little respect 
for the engagements of the Duke of York. Nor could liis seeming friend- 
ship for Barclay, nor the influence of the Eari of Perth, and the other cour- 
tier proprietors, deter him from involving New Jersey in the design he had 
formed of annulling all the charters and constitutions of the American colo- 
nies. A real or pretended complaint was preferred to the English court, 
against the iniiabitants of the Jerseys, for evasion of custom-house duties. 
The ministers, eagerly st^izing this pretext, issued writs of quo warranto, 
^against both East and West Jersey ; and directed the Attorney-General to 
prosecute theia with the greatest possible expedition. The reason assigned 
for this proceeding, was, the necessity of checking the pretended abuses in 
a country, which ought to be more dependent upon his majesty**? ' Aroused 
by this blow, the proprietaries of East Jersey presented a remonstrance to 
tiie King; reminding him^ that, they had not received their province as a 
benevolence, but had purchased it, at the price of many thousand pounds, to 
which they had been encouraged, by his assurances of protection ; that they 
had already sent thither several hundreds of the people from Scotland; and 
that, if sati<^lactory, they woidd propose to the New Jersey Assembly, to 
impose th(; same taxes there, tliat were paid by the pt np]p of New York. 
They entreated, that if any cliange should be made in the condition of the 

• On tha drnth of Cbules 11., IHb February, 1685. 
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provinces, it might tx;, by llio imioii of East and West Jersey, to be ruled by 
a governor, selected by the Kiiif^ from the proprietaries. But James was 
inexorable, and gave to their remonstrances no other answer, than that he 
had resolved to unite the Jerseys, New York, and the New England colo- 
nies, in one govemmenC dependent upon the ciown» and to be anminifitered 
by AndroBs. Unable to divert him fitcm Im arbitnuy purpose, the propria 
fanes of Bast Jersey, not only abandoned the contest, for the privileges of 
their people, but consented to facilitate the executicm of the King's designs, 
as the price of respect, ibr their interest in the soil. They made a fiwmal 
furmder of their patent, which being accepted by the King, the proceed- 
ings on the quo warranto were stayed, with regard both to East and West 
Jersey.* Seeing no resistance to his will, the King was less intent on oon- 
siimmntinni; his acquisition; and while the grant of the soil to the propriela- 
ri< Nvhicfi was necessary for this purpose, still remained unexecuted, the 
completion of the design was abruptly intercepted by the British revo- 
lution. 

IV. Upon the departure of Lord Neil Campbell, from Jersey, after a few 
months residence only,t Andrew Hamilton, Esq., a respectable Scotch gen* 
tleman, became Deputy Governor; which office he continued to exefdse, 
imtil June^ 1089, when, by his return to Europe, it was vacated, and so re- 
mained, imtil hb second arrival, in August, 1692. Durbig this interval, ^ 
there appears to have been no r^iular government in New Jersey. The * 
peace of the country was preserv^, and the prosperity of its inhabitants • 
promoted, by their honesty, sobriety, and industry. In the mean time, • 
Robert Barclay died ; ^ having retained the government in chief, during his 
life. At his death, this power revcrtf^d to the proprietaries; who having, by 
sales and subdivisions of tiieir rights, l)ecuine too numerous, readily to ex- 
press their will, some delay occurred in filling the vacancy. In March, 
1692, Andrew Hamilton, rcc^sived the connnission of Governor-in-chief; 
which, the proprietaries were, nevertheless, compelled, very reluctantly, 
to revoke in March, 1697, in consequence of a late act of parlianient, 
disabling all Scotolmien, (torn servmg in places of public trust and profit, 
and obliging all colonial proprietors to present their respective governors to 
the King, for his approbation. In his place, they appointed Jeremiah Basse, 
who arrived in the province, in May, 1699; but, who, though instructed by the 
ministers of the Km^, had not the royal approbation in the form prescribed, 
nor it seems, the voice of a majority of the proprietaries. These circum- 
stances, added to the hostility borne to the proprietary government, by such 
of the settlers, as held their lands by adverse title, occasioned disol>eH]en<^e 
to his authority; to enforce which, he imprisoned some of the most turbulent 
malcontents. This energetic measure served but to increase the public dis- 
satisiaction ; to allay which, Colonel Haiiukon was reappointed, notwithstand- 
ing the statute, which was now construed, not to extend to the provinces, 
and without the royal sanction. A new pretence for disobedience was 
thus affi>rded, which was immediately seized; and a petition and remon- 
strance was sent, by the disafieded, to the King, complaining of their griev- 
ances, and praying redress* This document betrayed the source of these 
OOKnmotions to be the claims of the proprietors to the exclusive ixissession of 
the soil under the Duke of York's grants, their demand of quit*rent8, and 
repudiation of the title alleged to have Ix^n derived from Indian grants and 
the approbation of Colonel Nicholls. The petitioneis dose their remon* 

* April. 1C88. Smith, App. 558, &c. Grahame's Col. Hist. 

t Frorii 1 Qih Oct. 1686, to Minb, 1687. M8S. Reoords, Seentsiy's Qffioe, Anboy. 

Smith's Hist. App. 558. 
' X 3d October, 1690. 
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stranco, with a prayer, that if the rights of governincat be in the proprieta- 
ries, liib Majesty would compel tlicm to commission for governor, some on6 
qaalified by law, who, 8b an indiflfereot judge, might decide the ooatrovier^ 
«i08» between the proprietazies and the inhabitants.* 

y« TotheeeoauBeeofunea8ineM,aactherwaaatthbperM)d«upegad 
ieotuie alike, the proprietaries and the peq>l8, in the Mewed assumption by 
New York, of snpremaoy oYer New Jmey, manifested in an attempt to levy 
taxes by law upon that province. This effort, though encouraged by King 
William, was as unsuccessful as those which had preceded it. The Crown 
lawyers, to whom the complaint of the Jersey proprietors was referred, re- 
ported, that no eusfoms could be imposed on tbo Jenoys, Otherwise, than by 
Act of Parliament^ or their own assemblie8.f 

VI. At length, the propneianes of East and West Jersey, embarrassed by 
th' ir own numbers, and by the searching and critical spirit of their people, 
iiiidiiig tiiat their seignoral functions tended only to disturb tlie peace of their 
territories, and to obstruct their own emoluments from the soil, hearkened to an 
o?erture from the Ei^hsh ministm, for the sonrendw of their gubernatorial 
power to the Crown. - They were further indneed to this measure, by thede- 
aire to avoida tedious and expensive lawsuit^ with which they were threateaed: 
the Lords of Trade having resolved to controvert their rights of Government 

^ by a trial at law, in whioh they would probably have Uiken the broad ground, 

• that the King was not competent to subdivide and alienate the severely 

• power. The determination of the Lords on this head had prevented the con- 

• firmation of the appointment of Col. Hamilton to the office of Oovemor of 
East and West Jorsev, respfrtivfly, and such was the confusion in the pro- 
vinces, consequent upon this rejection, that many of the proprietaries, whilst 
professmg their rcadmess to surrender the government upon such terms and 
conditions as were requisite for tlie preservation of their properties and civil 
interests, earnestly prayed that Col. Hamilton might be approved, until the 
surrender could be ef^ted.f But, whilst they seemed to make this approba* 
tion almost a comfition of their surrender, other proprietaries refused to join 
in the petition to that efect, though expressing their readiness to yield the 
flOremroent* Under these drcumstances, the Lords of Trade, upon consi- 
deration, that, the disorders into which the province had fallen were so great, 
that, the public peace and administration of justice was interrupted and violated, 
and that no due provision could be made for the public defence, recommend- 
ed that his Majesty should appoint a Governor by his immediate commission, 
with stich instructions as might be necessary, for the establishment of a 
regular constitution of governmont, by a Governor, (Council, and General 
Assembly, and other officers ; lur securing to the proprietors and inliabit- 
ants, their properties, and civil rights; and for })reventing the interference 
of the Colony with the interests of his Majesty's other plantations, as the pro- 
prietary governments in America hatl generally done. 

VII. ' The proprietaries were desirous to annex special conditions to thear 
flunendery which thev inserted in several memorials. It was finally, however, 
made, abrolutely and unrestricted, by all parties interested in both provinces, 
before the pHvy council, on the 17th of April, 1702; and Queen Anne pro- 
ceeded fprthwidHo reunite East and West Jersey into one province, and to 
commit its government, as well as that of New York, to her kinsman Edward 
Hyde, Lord Cornbury, grandson of the chancellor, Earl of Clarendon. The 
commission and instructions which this nobleman received, ibnned the con- 

* S»ith*« Hist. App. 600. t Gnhanw*! Col. Hiit. vol. ii. p. 361. 

% Smith*! N. J. App. No. 12, 13, 14. 
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aiitutiou aad govei miient of the province, until its declaration of independence. 
The cojofidence of the propnetaries in the crown, exemplified by the uncon- 
ditional mrteodi^f was not mifi^laoed* The greater part of the provisions they 
were desuNw to obtaio, were inserted in the instnictioiis, which ware snb* 
mitted to, and approved by t thenif before oonibinatioD in eounciL Indeed* so 
nmdi regard was paid to their wishes, that they might have nominated the 
first governor, could they hive united on any individual. All the measures 
preparatory to the surrender, had been completed prior to tho death of King 
William,^ but were not perfected until- nearly a year after that monarch's « 
death, by his suco^sor Anne. 

The new government was composed of the governor, and twelve coun- 
sellors, nonmiated by the crown, and an Assembly, of twenty-four mem- 
bers, to be elected by the people, for an indefmite term, whose sessions 
were to be holden, alteraately, at Perth Amboy, and iiuilmgtoii.f Five, or 
in caae of necessity, three members of council made a quorum ; and they pos- 
se»ed the ridbt to debate and vole on all suljects of public concern broi;^ht be- 
fore them* Their number was neither to be augmented nor diminished»nor any 
member to be suspended, without sufficient cause, when report was to be ma& 
to the commissioners of trade end plantations. The Assembly was constituted 
of two members from Amboy, two from Burlington, two from Salem, and two 
from each of the nine counties, into which the whole province was then di- • 
vided.J No person was eligible to the Assembly, who did not possess a free- 
hold in one thousand acres of land, within the division for which he was 
ch{K5en, or personal estate to the value of live hundred pounds sterling; and 
the qualification of an elector was a freehold estate in one hundred acres of 
land, or personal estate to the value of fifty pounds sterling. The house was 
to be convened by the governor Ironi lime to time, us occasion might require, 
and to be prorogued, or dissolved at his pleasure. The laws enacted by the 
coiuidl and Assembly were subject to the negative of the governor; and when 
passed b^ him, were to be inmiedialely transmitted to/ England, fi>r confirmo^ 
tkm or disallowance by the crown. The governor was empowered to suspend 
membera of council mm their functions, and to fill vacancies occurring by 
death; and with consent of this body, to constitute courts of law, but not other 
than those established, except by royal order; to appoint all civil and military 
officers, and to employ th(; forces of the province in hostilities against public 
enemies : He was commnnrlrd to communicate to the Assembly, the myal 
desire, that, they would [jrovidc means, for a competent salary to the governor, 
to themselves, to the members of councils, and for defraying all other pro- 
vincial expenses: He was empowered, with advice and consent of council, 
to regulate salaries and fees oi oilicers, and such as were payable on emer- 
gencies : He was directed to have especial care, that God Almighty be de- 
voutly and duly served, the book of common-prayer, as by law established, 
read each Sunchi.y and hdiday, and the sacrament administered, accoxding to i/* 
the rights of the church of England; that churches already built, shotdd be % 
well and orderly k^t; that more shoiild be builty as the colony Improved, and 
that beside, a competent maintenance to be assigned to the minister of each 
orthodox church, a convenient house should be built at the common charge, 
for each minister, and a competent proportion of land, granted him for a glebe, 
and exercise of indnstry ; and that th(^ parishes be so hmited, as should be 
most convenient tor the accomplishment of this good work : He was to per- 
mit liberty of conscience to ail p^wons (except papists), sq they be contented 

* MnrchS, 1701. t See note N 

t Bergen, Eisex, Sumerset, Middlesex, Monmouth, Burlington, Gloucester, Salem, 
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with a qtuet and peaceable enjoyment thereof, not giving ofienoe or scandal 
to the government: and he was vested with the right of preaeatatioa to all 
ecclesiastical benefioee. 

If» on the death or abseoce of the governor^ theie were no lieutenant go- 
vernor oommiasionedy the eldest oouiueUory nominated by the crowny eier- 
cised his powers. 

Quakers were declared to be eligible to every offiooi and their affumatioii 

accepted in V\ou of oaths. 
^ Due encouragement was directed to be given to merchants, and, particu- 
J larly, to the Royal Alricaii Company, in England, lately established lor pro- 
^ secuting the accursed slave trade, and special care to taken that they 
I were duly paid lor the negroes they should import and vend in the province. 

Laws were also to be enacted, protecting tlie slave against inhuman severity, 

promotuig his conversion to Christianity, and punishing his wilful murder, 

by death. 

FVom the courts of the province, where the value in oontroversy eioeeded 
one bundled pounds, an appeal lay to the governor in council, excluding 
such members as might have, previously, sat upon the cause; and where the 
value exceeded two hundred pounds, the cause might be carried before the 

privy council in England. And, 

Predicatinir, fhnt great inconveniences might arise by the liberty of print- 
ing in the provnice; no printing press was permitted, nor any book or other 
< matter allowed to be printed, without the Ucense of the -^nivernor. 

The former proprietaries were confirmed in their rights l o tlic soil and 
quit-rents, as they had enjoyed them bcibre the surrender, wilh power to 
appoint their surveyors, and the exclusive right to puichase lauds lium 
the Indians. 

j The constitution thus framed, gave to New Jersey, a polity airoOar to that of 
I other royal governments in America; but it feU iair short of the uncontrolled 
political freedom enjofyed under the proprietary concessions. The great and 
essential principle of political happiness, the popular will, was deprived of its 
enefgy, and circumscribed in its action, by the subjugation of the Assembly^ 
in the times of its convention and duration of its sessions, to the pleasure 
, ' of the governor; and by the double veto of him and the crown upon the 
laws. Tiie means were thus created, not only of marrmg the most bene licial 
measures, when contiicting with the partial interests of the prince or his 
deputy : hut when such measures were indifferent to them, of selUng their 
approbation tor seliish considerations. When these consequences ul" the 
surrender were felt, and they were not long delayed, the proprietaries and 
people contended by an ingenious, but alas! by a Macious reasoning, that» 
they had reserved, and by the nature of thmgs were entitled to, the privi* 
leges of their first and palmy state. Among these privileges, they enume- 
fisdted, absolute religious freedom; exemption from every species of impost* 
0 tion, not levied by their Assemblies; the establishment of the judiciary by the 
governor, council, and Assembly ; exemption from military duty of those 
conscientiously scrupulous against bearing arms; the solenrmization of mar- 
riage, as of other contracts, in presence of disintprestr'd vvitTinsses mert?Iy; 
the determination of all causes, civil and criminal, by '\ur\, and m criniiiial 
cases, the: right of p€remj)tory challenge, to the number of ihirty-five; and 
the riglii of the Assembly alone, to enact laws, provided, they were agi-eea- 
ble to the fiuidamental laws of England, an«i not rtpugnant to the conces- 
sions. Some oi these claims were so entirely incompatible with the right of 
govermnent, as understood by the crown, that we cannot be surprised diat 
th^ were disregarded* 
Yin. The attractions which the neighbouring province of Pennsylvai^ 
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pres>eiUetl lo the English Quakers, and the ces'^ation, which the Briliiih iv\o- 
lution produced, of tlie severities that had (li!\en so many Protestant dis- 
senters Irom both England and Scotland, undoubtedly, prevented the popuia- 
tioB of New Jersey from advancing mih the rapidi^ which its inexease, at 
one period, seemed to promise. Yet, at the dose of the seveateei^ eeatury , 
Che pievince is said to haYO oontained twenty thousand inhabitants, of whom, 
twme thousand belonged to* East, and eigbi thousand to West, Jersey.* It 
is more probable, however, thcit the total population did not exceed fiileea 
thousand; the gieat bulk of whom, were Quakers, Piesbyterians, and Ana- 
baptists. There were two Church of England ministerR in the province, but • /7t)^ 
their followors were not snfficicntly numerous and wc^'dthy to provide them 
with churches. The militia, at this period, amounted to foiirtrcn hundred 
men. This province, like several others of the continental colonir s, witnessed 
a long subsistence of varieties of national character among its inhabitants. 
Patriotic attachment and mutual cx)nvenience, had, generally, induced the 
emigrants, from difierent countries, to settle in distinct bodies, whence their 
pecdiar nadonal manners and customs were preserved. The Swedes appear 
to have been less tenacious of these, than the Dutch, and to have copied, 
very early, the manners of the English. The distinction arising too, from 
the separation of the province into governments and two proprietaryships, 
was long continued, and is now scarce wholly obliterated. Yet, the inhabit 
tuts of the eastern and western territories, were strongly assimilated by tho 
habits of industry and frugality, common to the Dutch, the Scotch, the em^ 
grants from New England, and the Quakers; and the prevnlenco of these 
habits, doubtlessly, contributed to maintain tranquillity and harmony among 
the several races, vvhi( li were alike distinguished by the steadiness and 
ardour of their attachment to those liberal principles which had been incor- 
porated with the foundations of political society in the province. Negro 
davcry was, unhappily, established in New Jersey, though, at what precise 
porbd, or by what class of planters it was introduced, cannot now be ascer- 
fsinsd. In spite of the royal patronage which thb baneful system received, 
it did not become inextricably rooted. Yet the Quakers, here, as in Penn- 
sylvania, became proprietofs of slaves; but they always treated them with 
humanity; and so early as the year 1696, the Quakers of New Jersey, 
united with their brethren, in Pennsylvania, in recommending to their own 
sect, to desist from the emplojrment, or at least from the fiirther importation 
ofslaves.f 

The trade of the province was even at this tune considerable. Its exports 
consisted of agricultural produce, amonf? which, mistakenly, we think, rice 
has been enumerated, with which it supplied the West Indian islands ; iurs, 
skins, and a little tobacco, for the English market; and oil, lish, and other 
PWvisions, which were sent to Spain, Portugal, and the Canary islands*^: 
Burlington, at tiiis time, gave promise of beoommg a place of considerable 
tnde; and the comfort and neatness of its buildings, are commended by 
several writers of this era.^ It possessed a thriving manuftctory of linen 
«id woollen* cloth, which was soon smothered by the jealous poU^ of the 
mother country. In 1695, the governor's salary, in East Jersey, was one 
hundred and fiify pounds; in West Jersey, two hundred pounds; and those 
of oth^ officers, at proportionate moderate rates. 

• Grahame's Col. Hist vol. ii. :iti6. Holmes' Ann. vol. ii. p. 45, <fer. ' 
t Kalro's Travels, vol. i. and ii. Wmteibotham, ii. 279. Warden, vol. ii. 38. 
dwkflon's Hifltofv of the AboUtion of the Sim Trade, vol. i. 131, 196. 
t Gab. Thomas^ Hist, of West N. J. 13, 33. Oldmixon, i. 141. Blome celebrated 

the excellence of the New Jersey tob?»rro. ! 
§ Thomas. Blome. who wrote in Ibdti. 

H . 
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[X. Having thus brought our history to the termination of the proprietary 
governments, it may be proper, before we proceed to a narration of events, 
under tiie royal administration, to consider the condition of the aborigines, 
the manner in which their interest in the soil wms extinguished, and the pn»> 
tnplea adopted by the propnetariee* in disposal of their acqtiiaitions* 

The strong areeverj wheie masters of the weak. In all ages, and wilii 
all people, the power to subdue has been aooompanied with the pretemnon of 
right. The European, eminently endowed with this power, mentaUy and 
physically, over the untutored savage of Amenea, unhesitatingly, appropii' 
ated to himself, all that the latter possessed, comprehondin^; his labour and 
his life. From thn first Itmding of Coliimbus, at GunniHihane, or San Salva- 
dor, to the present era, the right by discovery has been tlie right of conquest. 
The atnbltion of princes, stimulated by the most sordid motives, was dignified 
by the approval of grave and politic counsellors, and sanctified^by the fathers 
of the church, who m the plcmtude of spiritual arrogance assumed, to dispose 
of all countries of those inhabited by Christians, because the inhabitants, as 
members of the church, were subjects of the supreme Pontiff'-of other ooan> 
tries, because the church would be advanced by the estates and servioea ef 
infidels. So long as colonization was prompted by stale pdicy, and w«s 
eflected by the sword, the rights of the original possessors of the eoilt what* 
ever they may have been, were wholly disregarded. The most sacred, most 
venerated spots, endeared to their uihabitants by the long occupancy of them- 
selves and their ancestors, woro seized with the same ruthless indifference, as 
tfie untrodden wild; and the t'ruits of cultivation, with the same license, as the 
spontaneous productions of nature. All the principles of prr)[)( rty, growing 
out ot occupancy and manipulation, which^ society in its simplest form must 
recopnise, were utterly prostrated, in the subjugation of the newly discovered 
counicies of the West. When, however, these countries were sought, not 
with the view of increasing regal power, or of gratifying the insatiate long- 
ings of avarice, but as an asylum a^iinst princely misrule and clerical tyrannyy 
that justice which the colniist would obtain K>r himself, was in a measuie, 
extended to the owner of the soil he would possess. The emigrant did nol» 
perhap could not, and ought not, divest himself of the idea of right, ae» 
quired by discovery of sparsely peopled land, to participate in the occupancy 
of an uncultivated soil, with the indigene, who exercised over it the slightest 
of all species of appropriation, that of rx^casional huntinn- upon it. But he re- 
cognised in this occupant also, a right impeding that full and scparRtt |)rnj)erty 
which his convenience required, and which his conscience (oi ltadf liitn to ex- 
tinguish without a colour of compensation. Th€» requisilioiis of conscience, 
however, in these cases, were easily appeased. In some instances, perhaps, 
their very existence may be attributed to the fears caused by the fierce, war- 
like, and indonutahle character of the Nortfi American savage. The veriest 
trifles which could be imposed on the ignoiance and vanity of the native weie 
deemed adequate compensation for soores of miles of fertde lands; and eoch 
contracts of sale, whose nature was not comprehended by the vendors, were 
enforced by the vendees with as much confidence in the legality and equity of 
their title, as if a court of chancery had passed upon the adequacy of the 
consideration. 

It has iK'f -n erroneously supposed, that, the first instance of purchase from 
the aboriguies of America, was given by William Penn ; and modern histori- 
rians and essayists, delighted to contra^jt t)ie humanity and justice of his con- 
duct with ttio violence and devtustanoa ol utlu r L^uropean agents, have by the 
inflation ol his deeds, obscured and almost hidden the scarce inferior nient 
of others. The Dutch, Swedes, and Fins on the Delaware, the Enghsh in 
Massachusetts, in New York, and New Jersey, had given examples of Uiis 
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just and prudent policy, which Penn gladly followed, but which he dared not 
reject. He has the merit of conforming to this establishetl practice, vvitli a 
kindness of spil l t Lind humane consideration, which have nmdu an indelible 
impressioii on the Indian race. 

Compared witk the value of the lands acquired, the sums paid for them 
iieie generally inGoaaidemUe; and ccMisiflted, bat too ftequentLy* of artidee 
of destructive luxury^ serving to debase and destroy those who received them* 
This consideration, small and peisooal and-perishable in its nature, was soon 
consumed ; leaving the vendor, only, v ain r^rets, which frequently hurried him 
into imprudent and unju^ifiable hostilities. Had it been practicable in tlie early 
period of the intercourse between the whites and Indians of North America, 
to have adopted the annuity system, which has been, in pnrt, pursued by the 
United States, the Indian race might, possibly, have been improved, en- 
lightened, and preserved. 

The Indians inhabiLmg the coiiulry Ixtwcen the great lakes and the 
Rosuiokc, belonged, it would seem, either to the Leimi Lenapc, or the Meng- 
W€ natbus. The form^, known among their derivative tribes, also, by the 
name of the WapamMi^ corrupted by the Europeans into Opennaki, Ope^ 
mgiy Ahenafuit and Apendkie$^ and among the whites by the name of 
Dekwares, held their principal seats upon the Ddaware river, and were ac- 
knowledged by near fiurty tribes as their ^^grand&thers,'^ or parent stock* 
They relate, that many centuries ago, their ancestors dwelt fiur in the western 
wilds: but emigratuig eastwardiy, they arrived after many years peregrina- 
tion, on the Namfpffi Sipu (Mississippi), or river offish, where tliey encoun- 
tercxl ihe Mengwc, who had also come from a distant country, anfi had first 
approached the river, somewhat nearer its source. The spies oi tin Lennpe 
reported, that the country on the east of the river was inhabited hy a power- 
Itil nation, dwelling in large towns, erected upon their principal rivers. 

This people were tall and robust, some of them were said to be even of 
gigantic mould* They bore the name of AlUgemij from which has been 
derived, that of the Alleghany river and mountains* Their towns were de- 
ftaded by regular fortifications, vestiges of which are yet apparent, in greater 
or less preservation. The Lenape, requesting permission to establish them- 
selves in the vicinity, were refused; but obtained leave, to pass the river, in 
order to seek a haUtatiOn farther to the eastward* But, wliilst crossing the 
stream, the Alligewi^ alarmed at their number, assailed and destroyed many 
who had reached the eRstem shore. ?infl threatened a like frite to the remain- 
der, should they attempt the passai^^r. Fired by this treachery, the Lenape 
ean^erly accepted a proposition from the Mengice^ who had hitherto Ix^en 
spectators of their enterprise, to unite with tln^m, for the conquest of the 
cuuutiy . A war of great duration was tlius commenced, which was prose- 
cuted with great loss on both sides, and eventuated in the expulsion of the 
AUigetpif who fled fram their andent seats, by way of the Mississippi, never 
lo return* The devastated countzy was apportioneid among the conquerors; 
the Mengwe choosing their residence, in the neighbourhood of the great 
lakes, aiS the Lenape in the lands of the south. 

After some years, during which,, the conquerors lived together in much 
Ittirmony, the hunters of uie Lenape, crossed the Alleghany mountains, 
and dkcovered the great rivers, Susquehanna and Delaware. Explorincr the 
Sheyichhi country (New Jersey) they reached the Hudson, to which they, 
subsequently, gave tlic name of the Mahicannittnck river. Upon their 
return to their nation, they described the country they had visited, as abound- 
ing in game, iruits, fish, and fowl, and destitute of inhabitants. Concluding 
this to be the home destined for them, by the Great Spirit, the tribe esta- 
blished themselves upon the four great rivers, the Hudson, Delaware, Sus* 
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quehaiina, and Potomac, makingr the D* ijuvarr , ro which they gave the name 
of the Lenape wihittuck, (the river or stream oi the Lenape) the centre of 
their possessions. 

They say, however, that all of their nation who crossed the Mississippi, did 
not mch tkas country; and that a part fenaiDfid irat tha JPhmmd 
• Sipnu They were finally divided into diree great boftiea; the larger, aae» 
half of the whole, settled on the Atlantic; the other Half ma a epai m t ed ii^ 
two parte; the stronger contibued heyond the MisalBsippi, the other vemaiaed 
on its eastern bank. 

Thoee on the Atlantic were subdivided into three tribes ; the Turtle or 
Unamis, the Turkey or Unalachtgo, and the Wolf or Minn. The two 
former inhabited the cofi«t from the I Indson to thf' Potomnc, srttling in small 
bodies, 111 towns and villages upon the larger streams, under chiefs subordi- 
nate to the great council of tlie nation. Tlie Minsi, called by the English, 
Mvncys, the most warlike of the three trilxis, dwelt in tlie interior, forming 
a barrier between their nation and the Mengwe, They extended themselves 
from the Minisink, on the Delaware, where they held their council seat, to 
fhe Hudson on the east, to the Susquehanna on the south-west, to head 
waters of the Delaware and Susquehanna rivers on the noith,t and on 
tiie south to that range of hills now known, in New Jersey, b^ die name 
of the M usconetcong, and by that of Lehigh and Coghnewago, m Pennsyl- 
vania* 

Many subordinate tribes proceeded from these, who reeeivod nanna eitkir 

from their places of residence, or from some accidental circiiniBtaBoe^ at the 
time of its occurrence remarkable, but now forgotten. 

The Mengwe hovered for some time on the borders of tJie laia s, with their 
canoes, in readiness to fly should the Ailigtiri return. HavinL': gjown bolder, 
and their numbers increasing, they stretched rhrniselvos along tlic tSt. Law- 
rence, and became, on the north, near neighbours to tlie Lenape tribes* 

The Mengwe and the Lenapey in the progress of tune, became enemies. 
The latter represent the former as treacherous and ^nid, [Niisuing, pertiDBp 
cknisly, an insidious and destructive policy towards their moie generawi 
neighhoois. Dreading the power of the Jjcuofie, the Mengwe resSved, hy 
in\ Iving them in war with their distant tribes, to reduce their strength* 
They committed murders upon the members of one tribe, and induced the 
injured party to beheve they were perpetrated by another. They stole into 
the coimtry of the Delawares, surpris'^d thorn in their hunting parlias, 
slaughtered the hunters, and escaped with the |il under. 

Each nation or tribe had a particular mark upon iLs war clubs, which, 
placed beside a murdered person, denoted the aggressor. The Men<^ire jHjrpe- 
trated a murder in the Cherokee country, and left wilJi the dead body, a war 
club bearing the insignia of the Lenape. The Cherokees, in revenge, fell 
suddenly upon the latter, and commenced a long and bloody war. Ths 
treadiery of the Mengwe was at length disoovered, and the Delawares twrned 
npon thm with the determination utterly to extirpate Aenu They were die 
more strongly induced to take this resolution, as the cannibal pvopentieB of 
the Mengive had reduced them, in the esdmation of Aid Delawares, below 
the rank of human beings.* 

Hitherto, each tribe of the Mengwe had acted under the direction of its 
particular chiefs; nnd, although the nation could not control the conduct of 
its members, it was made responsible for their outrages. Pressed by the 
henape^ they resolved to form a coniederation which might enable them 

* The Troqnois or Mengwe sometimw at9 the bodies of their prieoneti.— IliMfce- 

iwW«r,ii. N. Y. Hist. Col. 65. 
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better to concentratr; tli( ir Ibrce in war, and to rogulate their aiTnirs in peace* 
Thannaira<^^e, an aged Mohawk, was th(^ projector oi" tiiis aiiiance. Under 
his auspices, five nations, the Moiiawks, Oueidas, Onondagocs, Cayufras, ;uid 
Senecas, formed a species of republic, governed by the unked couiiscis of 
tlieir aged and experienced chiefs. To these a sixtli nation, the Tuscaroras, 
was a(kled in 1712. This last, originally dwelt in the western parts of North 
GaioyBa» but having Ibnned a deep azid general oonspiracy^ to eortermlnate 
the whites, were dziven fiom their country, and adc^rfed by the IroqwHB eon- 
federacy.* The bendieial e^ts of this system, early displayed themselves. 
The Lenape were checked, and the Mengimt whose warlike disposition soon 
fimoilianzed them with fire arms, procured fimn the Dutch, were enabled, at 
the same time, to contend with them, to resist the French, who now at- 
tempted the settlement of Canada, and to extend their conquests over a large 
portion of the country between the Atlantic and the Mississippi. 

But, being pressed bard by their new, they became desirous of reconcilia- 
tion w it }i their old, enemies ; and, for this purpose, if the tradition of the 
Delaw ares l3e credited, they effected one of the most extraordinary strokes 
of policy which history has recorded. 

The mediators between the Indian nations at war, are the women. The 
flMD, howBfior weary of the contest, hold it cowardly and disgracefial to asek 
aooiieiUatioB* Thw deem it in oo neistepit in a warrior, to speak of peace with 
bloody weapons in his hands* He nmst maintain a itetermined courage, and 
appear, at all times as ready and willing to fi|^t as at the commencement 
of hostilities* With such dispositions, Indian wars would be interminable, • 
if the women did not interfere, and persuade the combatants to bury the 
hatchet, and make peace with each other. 

Their prayers seldom fail^^d of the desired effect. Thr; function of the 
peace maker was hotu nrialile and diL^nilied, and its nssnmption by a coura- 
geous' and powerful nation could not ha inglorious. This station tlie Mengtoe 
upon the Lenape. "They had reflected," they said, " upon the state 
oi the Indian race, and were convinced that no means remained to preserve 
it, unless some magnanimous naJaon would assume the character of the 
woiuir. It could not be given to a weak and contemptible tribe ; such 
wold not be listened to : but the Lmape and their allies, would at once pos- 
«B88 infloenoe and command respect*^ 

The &cts upon which these arguments were founded, were known to the 
XMawares, and, in a moment of blind confidence in the sincerity of the 
IroqnoMr a^cceded to the proposition, and assumed the petticoat. The 
ceremony of the metamorphosis was ]-K^r formed with j^rent rejoicings at Al- 
bany, in 1617, in fho luesence of the Dutch, whom tiie Ltuape charge with 
having coiis[)tr( i l with the Mengwe for their destruction. 

Having tlius disarmed the Delawares, the Iroquois assumed over them 
the rights of protection and command. But, still dreading their strength, 
tliey artiuUy involved them again m war with the Cherokees, promised to 
^ht their battles, led them into an ambush of their ^^es, and deserted them. 
'&$ Dekwares, at length, comprehended the treachery of thesr arch enemy, 
«ad lesohedto resume their anus, «nd, being still superior in nuntos, to 
erush them. But it was too kite. The Europeans were now making their 
way into the country in every direction, and gave ample empkyjrment to the 
astonished Lempe. 

The Mengwe deny these machinations. They aver, that they conquered 
the Bewares by i^ce of arms, and made them a subject people. And, 

* Smith's New York. Ooi^. Somm. 
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though it be said, they are unable to detail the circumstances of this con- 
quest, it is more rational to suppose it true, than that a brave, numerous, and 
warlike nation should have, voluntarily, sullered themselves to be disarmed 
and enslaved by a shallow artifice; or that, discovering the fraud practised 
upon them, they should, unresistingly, have submitted to its consequences. 
This conquest was not an empty acquisition to the Mengwe* They claimed 
floimiiioii om all the lands oeeiqned Itj the Detawajrea, and, in many in- 

WW© diatincliy admowledged. Paities of the Fhre 
Nations oocaaionalty occupied the £aiape country, and wandered over it, af 
air times, at Aeir pleasure. 

Whatever credit may be due to the trachtions of the Xcnope, relative to 
their migratioD from the west, there is strong ef id en c e in support of their 
pretensions to be considered the source, whence a great portion of the In- 
dians of North America was derived. They are acknowledged as the 
"grandfathers," or the parent stock, of the tribes that inhabited the extensive 
regions of Canada, from the coast of Labrador to the mouth of the Albany 
river, which empties into the southernmost part of Hudson's Bay, and from 
thence to the Lake of the Woods, the northernmost boundary of the United 
States ; and also by those who dwelt in that immense country, stretching 
from Nova dootta to the Roanoke^ on the sea-ooest, and bounded by the 
Miseassippi on die west*. All these nations sj^oke dialects of the Xenope lan- 
guage, afoding the strongest presumption <^ their derivation frtSn that 
stock. Hie tribes of the Jfeivwe, interspersed throughout this vast regioDi 
are, of course, excepted. Tney were, however, eonqiaiatively, few ift 
number. 

We have no data by which to determine the number of Indians in New 
Jersey, at the advent of the Europeans. It is certain that it was very in- 
considerable. The tribes were small, and scattered over the country ; and 
consisted then, or soon after, of portions of the Mengwe and Lenape nations. 
These petty hordes were commonly distinguished in their intercourse with 
the whites, by the names of creeks, or other noted places, near which they 
dwelt. Thus, there were the Assunpink,* the Rankokas,^ the MingOf the 
ilfuIiuiaJba/' about Burlington, the Mimias;^ the Hartofu^ the Naimuiks, 
dEC The most noted nations, who occasionally inhabited the proyince, and 
cbumed lands within it, wero the Naraiieong*^ on the north side of tfie 
Rttntan river; the CktptHnoBBes, the Gackeos, the Mune$/8, or HBrndnkt^ 
the Pomptons, the Senecas^ the Maquas^ or Mohawkay and perhaps others, 
of the confederates of the Five Nations. These tribes were frequentiy at 
war with each other, and the , heads of their arrows and javelins, are even 
now occasionally discovered in the battle-fields; and near the falls of the 
Delaware, on the Jersey side, and at Point-no-Point, in Pennsylvania, and 
at other places, entrenchments were made against hostile incursions. At 
some seasons of the year, the country, on the sea shore was probably more 
thickly covered by swarms, who crowded from the adjacent provinces to 
enjoy the pastimes, and partake the plenty of the fishing and fowling sea- 
sons. And we may conceive, that they were Mengwe warriors, whom 
Hudson encountered in the KiU-van*Kuhl, and the New York Day. 

From ^he petty resident tribes, purchases of the soil of New Jersey, were 
fiom time to time, made by the Dutch, the Swedes, and the English proprie- 

* SUmu Credt, 

t Lmnkatf or CUdugtuu, was fh» proper Indian aame. Tht Indiins ^ not ate 

the r. 

t Frogs. A creek or two, in Gloucester county, are called Manta, or MaMttMf &om 
a lugs tribe that fended fhe«e. Ths fribee wen probably of the ■eme itoek. 
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tors of East and West Jersey. Prior to the conquest of New York, by 
Nicholls, it is probable, that individuals were permitted to purchase from 
the natives, such tracts of land as they reqnirrd. Subsequently to that 
event, a like practice was for a short time permitted, upon the express 
license and confirmation of the governor. But after the grant to Berkeley 
and Carteret was proclaimed, no purchase liom the Indians, other than by 
the general proprietors, could be deemed lawful. These proprietors, appear 
to have conducted themselves, with much equity ; and for nearly a century 
to have maintained} with the remnant of the tribes, great c(»dialhy and 
friendship.* 

When the war of 1756, unbridled the evil passions of the western Indians, 
some of thoee who had usually resided in New Jersey, ungratefully, united 
with the enemy, and probably, in the year 1758, led the way to the massa* 
ores of a lew families on the Walpack. Upon the first evidences of Indian 
hostility, the legislature of New Jersey appoint<x1 rommissioners to examine 
into the treatment of those who dwelt within their boundaries, with whom a 
convention was hoiden, at Crosswicks, m the winter of 1756, and they were 
invited to unfold whatever irrievances they might }i;i\ o. They compiaincd 
of some impositions, in grants uf lands, to individuals, and in their private 
traffic, particularly, when intoxicated; of the destruction of the deer, by 
iron traps; and the occnpation of some small tracts of land, the title to 
which, they had not sold. At the session of 1757, the Assembly imposed a 
penalty on persona selling them strong drink, so as to intoxicate thenH*^ ro- 
jiibited the setting of traps weighing more than three pounda— avoided all 
sales and leases of land, made in contravention of the laws — and appropri- 
ated flixleen hundred pounds, to the purchase of a general release of Indian 
claims, in New Jersey ; one-half to be expended for a settlement, for such 
Indians as resided south of the Raritnn, where thev mi?ht dwell, and the 
remainder, to be applied to the purchase of any latent claims of non- 
residents. At a second convention, holdf^n also at Crosswicks, in I'* liruary, 
1758, the Indians produced a speciiicalif n of their clami.s, ;t|iii< tinted attor- 
neys, to represent them in future negotiatioiis, and executed a ii)rmal release, 
to aU lands in New Jersey, other than those in their schedule, and also to 
such of those as might have been before conveyed ; excepting the claims of 
the Minisinks and Pomptons, in the northern parts of the province; re« 
serving the right to hunt and fiah, on unsettled lands«t 

* The last purchase from the Indians, entered in the East Jersey Records, was 
made by John Willockt, from the Indian Weequehdah, June 16tb, 1703, of a tiact of 
land, in Mnnmouth rotinty — riaok F. 221. 

t The inUians who retired to the west, had, to one of the messengers, from Tenii- 
^Ivania, complained of the death of the nchem, Weequehelah ; but thia was a mere 
pretence, to colour their attemjpts with the appearance of justice ; as that Indian waa 
known to have been executed for actual murder, and to have had a le^l trial. He 
was an Indian of great note, among Christians and Indiana, of the tribe that resided 
about Soulb river, where he lived, with a taale mneh above the eommon rank of In- 
dians, having an extensive farm, cattle, horses and negroes, and raised large crops of 
wheat; and wafs so far English in his furniture, as to have a house well provided with 
feather beds, calico curtains, &,c. He frequently dined witli governors aud great 
JMIH and behaved well; but hi* neighbour, Captain John Leonard, having purchased 
a cedar swamp of other Indians, to which he laid claim, and Leonard refusing to take 
it on his right, he resented it highly, and threatened that he would shoot him; which 
he accordingly took an opportunity of doing, in the spring, 1728, while Leonard waa 
in the day time walkii^f m hia garden, or near hia own nojue^-^Smitik^t ASno Jeney, 
pp. 440-^141 , n. 

The commissioners for treating with the Indians, were Andrew Johnston, and 
Biehard Salter, eequires, of the council; and Charles Read, John Stevena, WUUam 
Foster, and Jacob Spioer, esquires. The Indians were, Teedyuscung, king of the 
£)elAware8; George Hobayock, from the Suaquehannah ; Crotnoiek Mu/ns, Andrew 
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Towards the close of the summer of 1758, and aller the inroads on the 
Walpack, Governor Bernard, through the medium of Tecdyuscun^, kin^^ of 
the Delawures, summoned the Miuibiak or Muncy, and the i'umpLuii iudiaiia, 
who had joined the enemy, to meet him at Burlingtou. Thither, they des- 
patched deputiesy who opened a mindly on the 7th cf Axigiuty VJ6Qy at 
which a Mingo attended^ who» eseicuun^the light of a conqiieror) dedaiodk 
the MuDcyB to be women, and, consequently, unable to treat lor themseivesi 
and proposed to adjourn the confownce, to the council fire, ahout to be lighted 
at Easton — to which, the governor readily acceded** The great council 
holden at this place, in October, 1758, had the general pacificatioii of the 
Indian tribes, for its chief object. A special conferences was, however, had, 
by Governor Bernard, with the chief of the united nations, the Minisinks, 
Wapings, and other tribes, on the 18th of that month; when he obiamed, 
in consideration of one thousand dollars, a release ol the title of ail the in- 
cUans, to every portio n uf New Jersey. 

The coniiiiisisiuiicrs, subsequently, w iiii the consent of the Indiem attor- 
neys, purchased a tract of more than three thousand acres of land, called 
" Brotherton,'* in Burlington county, on Edgepeling oieek, a btanch of the 
Atsion river, upon which, there were a cedar swamp* and a saw mill; and 
adjacent, many thousand acres of poor, uninhabited land, suitable for hxtaU 
ing, and convenient for fishing on the sea shore. This property was TCfrted 
in trustees, ibr the use of the Indians, resident south of the Raritan, so that 
they could neither sell nor lease any part thereof; and all persons, other than 
Indians, were forbidden to settle thereon. Soon after the purchase, they 
were assisted by the government to remove to this spot, and to erect commo- 
dious buildings. In 1765, there were about sixty j)crsons seated here, and 
twenty more at Wocl^pink, on a tract secured, by an English riL^ht, to the 
family of King Charles, an Indian sacliem. But no measure has yvi been 
devised, to avert the hat wliich has gone forth against this devoted race. 
This feeble remnant having obtained permission to sell theix lands, in Dum- 
ber between seventy and eighty, removed, in I80S, to a settlement on the 
Oneida lake, belonging to the Stockfaridge Indians, who had invited their 
€hrane^iaihert to eat of their dish,^ saying, it was large enough for bothi'^ 
andaddmg, with characteristic earnestness, that, *^they had stretched their 
necks, in looking towards the fire-side of their grand&thers, until they were 
as long as those of cranes." The united tribes remained here until 1824; 
when the encroachmrnts of the whites induccxl them, with the Six Nations, 
and the Muncys, to quit New Stockbridgo, and to purchase from the Meno- 
mccs, a large tract of land on the Fox river, between Winnebagtx; Lake, 
and Green Bay, and extending to Lake Michigan. In 1832, the New Jersey 
Iribf % reduced to less than forty, applied by memorial, to the Lc^gislature of 
the State, setting forth, that they had never conveyed their reserved rights 
of hunting and iLshing, on unenclosed lands, and had appointed an agent, to 
transfer them on receipt of a compensation. This agent, a venerable chief 

Wooley, George Wheelwright, Peepey, Joseph Cuish, William Loulaz, Gabriel 
Mitop, Zeb. Conehee, Bill Newi, John Pembolus ; Jlfetnitem Mum*, Moses Totam^, 
Philip i Raritan Indian, Tom Evans; JhuMma indiuns, Robert Kekott, Jacob MuUao, 
Samuel Gosling; Indians from Cranbury, Thomas Store, Stephen Calvin, John Pomp- i 
shire, Beniamin Glaus, Joseph Wooley, Josiali Store, Isaac Stilly James Calvin, Peter 
Calyin, Dirick Quaquaw, Ebeneiar Wooley, Sarah Stores, widow of Quaquahdb»; 
SotUkem Indians, Abraliain Loques, Isaac Swanelae. Jolin Pompshire, interpreter. . 

* The degradation of tlie Delawarns, or Lnnapo, Ih apparent upon every occasion, 
on which tlic Mcngwe a8Beinble with ilieiu. Benjamin, wlio on tiiis occasion replied 
to Governor Bernard, on behalf of the .Money Indians, held a belt in his hand, bat 
sprke whilst sitting-, not hcinrr allowed to standy until the Mingo had spoken.— Jiftft. ■ 
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of seventy-one years of age, bore the name of liaj lhuluiiiew S. CaJvin. He 
had been selected by J. Lirainerd, brother of the celcbmted Indian mission- 
ary, and placed at I iiiicetou College, in 1770 ; where he continued, until 
the xevoltttbnary war cut off the funds of the Scotch MissioDary Society, by 
whom he was suppoited. He afterwards taught school, for a numher of 
yeafSt t>t Edgepelin^, where he had as many white as Indian pupils. As all 
l^gaL claim, of the:tnliey was even by its own members, considered barred by 
voluntary abandomnent, the Legislature consented to grant remuneration, as 
an act of voluntary justice ; or rather, as a memorial of kindness and com- 
pHssion, to the remnant of a once powerful and friendly people, occupants 
and natives of the State, and as a consumraatinn of n proud fact, in the his- 
tory of New Jersey, that every Indian claim to her soil, and its franchises 
had been acquired by fair and voluntary transfer. By the act of 12th 
of March, the ti-easurer was directed to pay to the asrent, two thousand dol- 
lars, upon filing in the secretary's office, a lull reiiiic^uisiiaieut of the rights 
odds tribe^ 

In all the measuxes of the state £c»r the extinction of Indian title, it will be ' 
observed that Ae wi^s moved by principles of justice, humanity, and sound 
policy. No pecuniary benefit resulted directly to the ti^asuiy, as she pos* 

sesscd, in her own light, not a single acre of the soil. This, by every title, 
legal and equitable, was fully vested in the proprietaries, respectively, of East 
and West Jersey ; and we proceed to consider, concisely, the principles which 
they adopted for its disposal. 

X. By the several "Concessions" of Berkeley and Carteret, and their 
grantees, tlie twenty-four gent ral proprietors, lands were given to settlers, 
masters, and servants, males and li^males, in designated quantities, subject to 
an annual quit-rent, and the extinction of the Indian title. This was the 
common tenure until the 13th January, 1685,* and some few mstances 
occur so late as 1701. Lands thus granted were denominated " head lands,^ 

The mode of the grant waai devised with due regard to the ease and salety 
of the grantees. A warrant signed by the governor and major part of the 
council, was directed to the surveyor-general, commanding him to survey a 
apedfic number .of acres. Upon this warrant the surveyor endorsed his re- 
turn; both were recorded by the register, and upon certificate from the 
governor and ooimdl, he issued sl patent, which receiving the signature of 
the <Tovemor and council, was, also, duly registered. A reservation, not 
ordinarily expressed inj^ patent, was made of ail mines of gold and 
silver. 

There was, however, another source of legal title, to lands in the province, 
in the Swedish and Dutch authorities ; under the latter of which, many tracts 
were holden in East and West Jersey, accompanied with an Indian title, 
obtained by the holders. Upon the English conquest, the principle was, im- 
mediately, estal^hed, that no Indian right could be purchased, except by 
Iksense from the English proprietors. Thus, that license was required for 
the Elizabethtown tract, and was given by Colonel Nicholls before, and in 
i^iorance of, the transfer to Berkeley and Carteret. Governor Philip Car- 
teret, also, gave such licenses, but, always subject to the Concessions,^' 
which required the purchaser from the Indians, to take a proper and formal 
title from the general proprietors. In such case, when the Indian arrant 
covered more than the location of the grantee, he was entitled to contribu- 
tion from all who were benefitted by it. Thus, when under his license, the 
Newark settlers procured tlie Indian release for more lands than they had 
appropriated to imported heads in 168$, they clauned, and in 1692 received, 

» 

* £Usabetbtown Bill in Chancery. See ante, p. 26. 
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from tho council of proprietors, a full indemnity, in the grant of one hundred 
acres of land more than they ^vere entitled to by the Concessions, for each 
of the original settlers, at a quit-rent of six-pence sterling the hundred, instead 
of four shillings and two-pence, per annum. 

In the year 1680, governor Andross, after his usurpation of authority in 
New Jersey, encouraged purchases from the Indians, in derogation of the 
proprietary rights. But the Dake of York, on oomplaint, not onhr disowned 
the acts of deputy, but remoTed him from office* Many of sodi pur* 
chasers, a^»rwards, took title from the proprielon, in due farm; but the 
doDger of the practice, induced on act of Assembly, in 1668, prohibiting ah 
txeaties with the Indians, without license from the governor. During the 
conilisdon resulting from the rival claims of Mr. Basse and Mr. Hamilton 
to the government, from 1698 to 1702, this act was disregarded, and 
purchases were mnrlo from th^ nntivrs. But, in 1703, as soon as the go- 
vernment wns rescttied, an(Jther act annulled thnm, and required the pos- 
sessor to lake a ])roprietary title, within six months from its passage. This 
act, also, prescrited the method ])y which the proprietaries, themselves, in- 
dividually, siiould obtain license to treat with the natives; and imposed a 
penalty of forty shillings per acre, upon every one who should purchase 
withoiirt license. 

We have elsewhere spoken, pafticularly, of the Elizabethtown purchase.^ 
Many of the claimants under the Indian Me,' took patents from the proprie- 
tors ; but othm have steadfastly relied upon li, resisting all efforts of the pro- 
prietors to recover quit-rent, or locate warrants, and have repeatedly disturbed 
the public peace by their violence. This pertinacity has been maintaincid, 
notwithstanding the only plausible pretence of title, was in the sanction of 
Governor Nicholls, as the deputy of the Duke of York, given after the right 
had passed from the Duke to his grantees, and notwithstanding such sanction 
'was formally disavowed bv the Duke, 25th November, 1672. This claim 
purchased for a few pounds, the \cry payment of wliicli ia imcertam, covered 
400,000 acres, between the Raritaji and Passaic Rivers. Irregular Indian 
titles were also set up in Middlctown and Shrewslbury townships, but were 
early abandoned; the daimants taking patents from the proprietors, and re- 
ceiving an indemnity for thdr expenditure in the grant of 500 acres of land, 
each* Some of the inhabitants of Newark; also pertinaciously cTaimed an 
exdusive ri^ht under the Indian grant, refusing to pay quit rents, and play- 
ing a conspicuous part in the riots which were, from HmQ to time, excited 1^ 
eflbits to iiibrce proprietary rights. The adverse claims of the Newark peo- 
ple, were, probably, settled by arbitration and acquieseen^e.f But although 
many suits have hccn brought at law, and a most ably drawn bill, containing 
the whole case has been filed in chancery, the proprietaries have been unable 
to obtain nn effectual determination of tlie question arising out of the Ehza- 
bethtow n j»retension. The quit rents throughout East Jersey, are due and 
demandablc ; but the lapse of time, and the division of tracts and interests 
render it impossible to collect them. In one instance, only, that of the quit- 
lent on the town of Bergen, of £15 sterling, per annum, a commutation after 
suit brought, has been made'between the t^iants and proprietors. 

For a short neriod afler the purchase of the province, by the twenty-four 
proprietaries, the grant of bounty or head lands, was continued* The pro- 
prietaries soon after their acquisition, sold many small shares, to persons who 
transported themselves and families into the Eastern division. And they 

* See page 27. 

t See Appendix note O, for a copy of a letter from David Ogden, esq., 20th February , 
im, and IN Phlk. Lib. Wo. 1566, octavo. 
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agreed to divide part of the huids remaining in common, among themselves 
in proportion to their rights. Dividends were thus made from time to time* 
The first consisted of 10,000 acres to each share, or twenty-fourth part, and 
to fractions of a share in the same proportion. These dividends were to be 
located in any place, not before appropriated. And to restrain the locations 
within proper limits, a number of the proprietaries, resident in New Jersey, 
convened from time to time with the governor, to examine the rights of the 
respective claimants, in order to determine wliat was due to each; and upon a 
certificate of iivc of them, the governor issued tlie proper warrants of survey. 
This council first met on the 13th Novemb<jr, 1 G'S 1. hi other resj>eets, the mode 
of location and of obtaining of title, wa^ similar to that pursue<l by the first 
proprietaries under their Concessions, except, that in patents to the })roprietors, 
no quit-rents were reserved. This mode continued until after the surrender 
of the government, and the arrival of the first governor appointed by Queen 
Anne. 

Upoa the 2d of December, 1703, two further dividends having been made, 
a general order was declared, that the surveyor-general shoum survey to 
each proprietor his proportion without further particular warrant, by whioh 
the duty of inquiry into the rights of each proprietary, and ordering warrants, 
devolved upon that officer. At the same lime, a former regulation was re- 
newed, directini^' that no survey should be made to any person, whose title 
was not upon record with the register; who by means of an account opened 
with each proprietary, could certify the true condition of his share. 

The oflicc of register, which wns established by the Concessions, and was 
always in the nomination of the pruprit;taries, was recognised by Act of As- 
sembly, 21st February, 1692. Upoa the surrender of the government to the 
crown, it was agreed, that the governors to be appointed, snould be instruct- 
ed to pzoQure from the assembly, such acts, whereby the right of the pro- 
prietaries to the soil mi^ht be oonfirmed to them, together with such quit- 
rents as they had leserv^, and that the narticular estates of all purchasers, 
claiming under the general proprietaries, snould be also confirmed and settled ; 
and he was required not to permit any person, other than such proprietors 
and their agents, to purchase lands from the Indiana, These instructions were 
regularly continued to the rf^sjx'ctive governors. 

In 1719, tlie act lor running, and ascertainnig the division line between 
East and VV'est Jersey, and other purpose?, required, that the surveyor-gene- 
ral of the respective divisions, should ke( p bv tliemselves, or deputies, a public 
Office in the cities of Perth Amboy and liurlington, respectively, in which 
should be, carefully, entered and kept, the surveys of all lands, thereafter, made, 
which should be of record, and pleadable in the courts. Authority was also 
^ven to such officers, respectiv^y, to collect, and preserve all muniments of 
title, which might be of general iise for proving the rights of the proprietaries, 
or persons claiming under them; and the officers were required to give bond 
to the governor for the use of the proprietors, in the sum of cm thousand 
pounds, conditioned for the faithful performance of their duties. 

As the prrK'tice which now universally prevailed, of the proprietaries or their 
vendees laymg their w arrants wherever they could, or supposed they could, 
find vacant lands, and as the surveys were not regularly recorded, many per- 
sons not only surveyed lands which had been formally a.pproi)riated, but even 
settled and improved them, and w^re afterwards ousted. For remedy of this 
grievance, the same act provided, that all surveys theretofore made, the certifi* 
cates of wUch were in the hands of any of the inhabitants of this or the neigh- 
jbottriag provinoe, whieh were not within two ysaxs* and such cevtifiGateB as 
vera in the handis of persons living beyond seas, whidi were not within three 
years, albr the publication of the aet» duly rec<»ded, either in the leeorder's 
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office, or in the 8urvpy<^>r-f:^eneral's record of the division, in which such lands 
were surveycfl, jliuuld be void; and any succeeding survey duly made and 
recorded, should be as good and sufEdent, as if no former survey had been 
made. 

Ailer'die smrrender of the government, by whidi the- governor censed to 
be an ofiioer of the proprietaries^ no more mitents could be made under the 
seal of the province. The proprietaiies of East Jersey, observing that those 

of West Jersey had never used that method for appropriating their dividends, 
but had made all their divisions by warrants from their council of proprieta- 
ries, alter inspection of the right of the claimant and survey thereon made 
and certified by their siir\'eyor-^eneral and recorded, resolved to adopt the 
same form of obtaiiiinfr their dividends in severalty. And this modei since 
1703, has continued to prevail in both East and West Jersey. 

The council of ])roprietaries of East Jersey, having devolved their princi- 
pal duties on the surveyor-general, they, after the surrender, ceased to meet, 
unless on special occasions. But linding this inattention pi*ejudicial to their 
interests, a majority of the general proprietors, their attorneys, and agents, 
by an instrument, dated the 2dth of March, 1725, agreed, that, a cer- 
tain number therein mentioned, havmg, in their own right, or by proxy, 
eight whole proprietaries, should make a council, with power to appoint the 
receiver of the quit-rents, the register, and the surveyor-^eneral, declare 
dividends, examine claims, grant warrants of survey, and, generally, to do 
all things requisite for the management of proprietary affairs. The council 
commonly held two stated meetings, anmially, at Perth Amboy, and con- 
vened, also, when specially rf^^qnircd. From 1725, to the present {x?riod, it 
has continued to administer tbe atiairs of the proprietaries of East Jersey, 
without intermission.* 

The whole number of dividends, made l)y the proprietaries of East Jersey, 
are eleven of " ^oocf right,^^ and three of ^"-pine riglu,-'^ the first, amounting, 
to thirty-eight thousand, and the second, four thousand, acres to each share* 
A very great portion of these rights have been located, but the stock is not 
yet exhausted* In Monmouth there is much vacant land, but it is not valua- 
ble; in the northern counties, Sussex, Bergen, and Morris, there is little un- 
appropriated; but in Middlesex, Somerset, and Essex, there is ncme unlo- 
cated.f 

XI. Soon after the purchase by the West Jersey proprietaries, they re- 
solved to divide their territory into ten parts or precincts, and the whole ii^ 
one hundred shares or actions. To this end, chapter first of the Conces- 
sions, provided, that the commissioners, for the time being, "should take 
care for the setting forth and dividing all tlie lands of the province, as were 
already taken up, or by themselves shall be taken up and contracted for, 
with the natives, and the said lands to divide into one hundred parts, as 
occasitm shall require; that is to say, for every quantity of land that they 
shall, from time to time, lay out to be planted and setded on, they shall first, 
fiwr evpeidition sake, divide the same into ten equal parts or shares; and, fat 
distinctitm sske, mark in the register, and upon some of the trees, belongmg 
to every tenth part, the letters A B, and so end at the letter E*** The 

* Mr. John Rutherford is now, or was lately, its president, and James Parker, Esq. 
the register. To Ihc latter genUeman I express niy obligation, for tiie readiness and 
kindness, with wh^ch he has communicated much information relative to the ewlWB 
Iftnd office, and other subjeeta of genend interest. Ita first pieaident was Lewie 
Morris, afterwards goveraor* 

t Proprietary rights of East Jeraey have eold, since 1797, generally, at about one 
. dollar the acre, wholesale — sometimes higher, if scarce, before a dividend. The retail 
price lias been about on** dollar and fifty cents the nrre. The value in 1834, isetetefl 
at one dollar, or seventy -five cents per the acre, in large quantities. 
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OOmmissioDCrs were then instructed to give preference to certain individuals 
of the county of York,* for thernsi'lves and friends, who were described, "as 
a considerable nuuiber of people, who might speedily promote the planting 
of the said province," in the choice of any one of such ten^. Afterwards, 
any other p^rsoo or peraoiui, who should go over to iidiaUt, and have pur- 
chased to the Quniber of ten proprietaries, should have liberty to mate 
cfadioe of any of the lemalning parts:- and all other proprietaries who should 
go over to settle, and^oould nake up amongBt.theni the number of ten pro- 
prietors, might elect to settle in any tonth, not before appropriated. The 
oommissioners w^re empowered to see sueh tenth part, so chosen^ laid out 
and divided into ten proprietaries, and to allot the settlers so many proprie^ 
taries out of the same, as thoy had order for. And the commissioners were 
instructed to foHov thest ruk s, until they should receive contrary directions 
irom tlie major pait o( tlie proprietors. 

To < ucourage tic settlement of the province, tlie proprieLanes ol' West 
Jci bcy, also, adopted the plan (jf granting head lands, as in East Jersey, with 
some modification, cf the conditions. Thus — 1. To all persons, who, with 
the consent of one or more of the proprietaries, should transport themselves 
or servants to the province, before the 1st April, 1677, there were granted, 
£>r his own person ind fot every able man servant, each» seventy acres; and 
. for every weaker Servant, male or female, exceeding the age of fourteen 
years, fifty acres ; md to every servant, when free, filly acres in fee : 2. TV) 
masters and able serrants, arriving before the 1st of April, 1678, fifty 
acres, and to such w^'^ker servants, thirty acres ; and to servants, after the 
expiration of their scivice, thirty acres: 3. To every freeman, arriving in 
the province between he 1st of April, 1678, and the 1st of April, 1679, with 
an intention to plant, hrty acres ; for evpry able man servant the like quan- 
tity, and for such wcaier servant, twenty acres j with twenty acres to each 
servaiU at the expiratioi of service: Upon lands of the first class, there was 
reserved an annual quit-^cut to the proprietor, his heirs and assigns, to whom 
the said lands belonged, >f one penny an acre for what should be laid out in 
towns, and a half-pennj an acre, for what should be kid elsewhere; the 
rent to commence two yeirs after tfa6 lands were laid out: upon hinds oif the 
second class, one penny lathing, the acre, when in towns, and three ftir* 
things the ^re, elsewhefe: and on lands of the third class, one penny half- 
penny the acre, in towns, tnd one penny the acre, dsewhere. 

Lands so granted and s^tled, were to be holden, on condition, that every 
iindred ncres should conta'n, at least, two able mon Rorvnnts', or three such 
weaker servants, and so p:"oportionateiy, for a lesser or 1:1 ( .iter quantity, 
beside what the master or n^st *ess should possess, as granted tor his or bcr 
own jH rsuii. On failure of vliich, on notice to the occupant or his assigns, 
three years time was given for completing the number of servants, or for 
the sale of such portion of the lands, as should not be so peopled. And, if, 
within such three yesrs, the holder should foil to provide such number of 
persons, (imless the General Assembly, without respect to poverty, should 
judge it to have been imposoble, to top such number of servants), the 
' commissbners, upon verdict and judgment of a jury of the neighbourhood, 
were empowered to dispose of so much land, for any term not exceeding 
twenty years, as should not be planted vrith the dud number of persons, to 
some other, that would plant the same ; reserving to the proprietor his rents. 
Tt wnv' further provided, that everv proprietor, who should go over in person, 
and inhabit, should maintain upon every lot he should take up, one person 

* Tliomas Ttutchinson of Beverly, Thomas Pearson of Benwickr, Josi ph Ilohnesly 
«f Great Kelke, George Hutchiiuwn of Sheffield, and Mahlon Stacy of Uemsworth. 
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finr WBgf two Imndred «cm» And all other proprietors, that dp hu* zq 
over in person and inhabit, should keep U£on every lot of knd that should 
M to thein» one pereon at kast, and if the lot exceed one hundred aciei^ 
then, upon every hundred acreiB> one person. And upon neglect, the Gomr 
miasioners were empowered to dtspoie of the Janda, aa in the precediog 
case. This obli^Uioo for keeping servants upon lands was to continue in 
force for ten years, from the date of the Concessions; un1ps^ wliere, incaae 
of default, the cf)mmis8iouers had let the lands for a longer period. 

For the regular layin$r out of lands^ the rec^ister having recorded a grant 
from a proprietor, for aiay quantity of acn s, nwde out a certificate to the 
surveyor, or his d( jiuty, enjoiniiig liiin, to -sui\xy such quaiuuy, Iroin the 
share of such prupnetor; which done, the jsurvt-^or returned the survey to 
the register, and such return was duly registered in a pook kept for that 
purpose, and an .endorsement ^ entry was ipade nn the l^ck of the 
wanant* 

The eonmilasionerB elected by the Assemblyy b prescribed ad« 
ditional rules for the settlement of lands; by which, the aunreyor was 
required to maBSi|re the front of the river Delaware, b^gianing at Aasanpink 
Cieek, and proceeding thence, to Cape May, that the fomt of the compass 
might be found, for nmning the partition line between each tenth. Each 
tenth was to have its proportion of front, on the river, aid to run so far back 
into the woods, as to give it 64,0u() acres for first se th m* nt, and for sub- 
dividing the Yorkshire and London two-tenths: Throe th-msand two hun- 
dred acres, were allowed, wiiere the parties concxuiieJ pkia^i d to choose it, 
within their own tenth, to be taken up in the followiiig manner ; one-eighth 
part of a proprietary, and so for smaller parts, to hive their full proportion 
of the said land, in one pkoe (if they pleased); ani greater shake, not to 
eioeed five hundred acres, tp one setttemevit. lands, ao taken up and 
anrveyed, were to be sealed within six months, afWr being taken up; upon 
penidty, that the choice and survey should become foid ; in which case, tfaqr 
nugfat be tajten up by any other purchaser* he^seating them, within one 
month afler they should be taken up,: No persoi was permitted to take up 
lands on both sides of a creek, for one settlemeit, unless for special cause • 
Nor to have more than forty perches front, to the river or navigable creek, 
for every hundred acres, except it lell upon a point, so that it could not be 
avoided — when tlic commissioners might exercise their discretion : All lands 
were to be laid out, on straight lines, that no vacancies should 1x2 left bet>vc||i 
tracts, except in special cases, to be determiiiea by the commissioners : Si 
})ersons were allowed their just proportion of meadow, at the discretion of 
the same officers : Persons already settled, yreae at liberty to make theix setp 
tlements th^ choice, foUgwing the rules prescribed : Everjr proprietor was 
allowed four hundred acres to his proprietaiy, and proportion^bly to lesser 
quantitiea, for town lot; over the 32001 above mentioned, which might be 
taken any where within his own tepth^ filjiepr within or without the town 
bounds: No person having taken up a town lot, was pennitted to leave it, 
and take a lot elsewhere; nor could any one take up more land within the 
'town bounds, than belonged to his town loi, by virtue nf his purchase: No 
person, not a purcha^ser, to whom town lot, or lots, were given, was permit- 
ted to sell his lot of land, sejjarate from his house, on penalty of the sale 
being void, and the lot forieiied to the town of BurUngton, to be disposed of 
therein, at the discretion of the coinnnssioners : No person, thenceforth, was 
permitted, to take up any laud without s^jecial order, from two or more 

* The word hU here it found in Leamiiu; and Spicer's Collection, and in Smith's 
Hlstiny. 8td jMcra whether the wnrd *^wit ought not to be rabp^tuted. 
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coinrnissiorH'rs for the time being: All scttk nu iits were to be rnodilied con- 
fbrniably with the preceding rules; The proprietors in England, were to be 
notified, that it was necessary for the speedy settlcnieni of the prov ince, and 
all coiiccrned thereiD, that there should be allowed to each proprietary 3200 
acres, for the first choice {first dividend); and in case of the arrival of 
imiity adv^tnrers, who purohased no land in England, the ooromissioneis 
imeMoJ llie liberty to take up as mach more Ian as should give to every 
pn^rietor, a quantity not eesDeeding 5S00 acres, wbicli had been allowed 
fbr the first settieaient (dividend)- But that no one should take up any such 
poition of land, but as they should setde k ; and ailer the 8200 should have 
been settled: All public lugh-ways were to be laid out at the discretion of 
the commissioners, through any lands, allowing the owners reasonable satis- 
faction : All persons having taken up lands within the tirst and second tenth, 
were requirt^d to present their muniments of title, to certain of the commis- 
sioners, for insjxxition ; and persons ll)ercarter taking op lands, within such 
tenth, were required t<\ declare, before such commissioners, upon the pains of 
perjury, that the quaiilily specihed in their respective deeds, did really, and 
in good conscience, belong to them ; upon which such commissioners miglit 
grant a warrant to the surveyor, enjoining him to return such warrant and 
anrvey, at the next Oouxt, alter survey, that the sanfe might be registered by 
order of the court: The propri^ors and purchaseis, within the first and 
second tenths, had liberty to take their fiiU proportions, as before,- within 
maitioned, of the first and second choice, provided they did not, respectiv^y, 
take up more than five hundred a^es, in one setdement. 

By the subdivision of the proprietys, it soon became difficult to ascertain 
the sense of those interested; and great detriment arising to the business of 
the province, it was resolved by the proprietors, on the 14th of February, 
1687, to constitute a proprietary council, consisting of eleven commissioners, 
to be anniKiliy elected, from among themselves; which nutnber was in the 
subsequent \ear reduced to nine. These commissioners were empowered to 
act and plead in all such affairs, as should concern the body of the proprie- 
lovB, as fblly and efi^ually as if every proprietor were present; mid two 
siiillings per day were allowed them as a corajpensatioii. In NoVMber, 
11188, the commidsioners gav^ the following instructioiis rdative to the ex- 
amination of deeds, and granting of warrants, fbr taking- up of lands. 1. 

«at no warrants should be granted, but upon the production of good deeds, 
hentic copies, or an extract of the record of such deed, under the regis- 
s liand. 8. That the deeds signed by Edward Byllinge, only, before the 
vear 1682, were insufficient to sustain warrants. That there should be a 
particular warrant, for every separate deed or particular purchase. 4. That 
the president of thf council should, from time to time, grant warrants for the 
commissioners for the taking up their own lands. 5. That warrants, for lay- 
ing out the lands of the surveyor-general, should not be directed to him, but 
to some other person, at the discretion of the commissioner, issuing tlie war- 
rant. 6. That every proprietor demanding a warrant, should engage to pay 
his proportionate share CKf expense of the management of the proprietary affiliis* 
Under thb council, the land afikirs of West Jersey have been administer- 
ed, to the present day. The right Co head iands, as we have seen, ceased 
after the first of April, lfi78. From that period, all titles were derived fi:om 
individual proprietors* Dividends were declared from time to time, and 
carried to the credit of each proprietor, who was then at hberty to locate, or 
to sell unlocated, the quantity appropriated to his share, wherever it could be 
(bund unsurveyed. 

Xn. The boundary bet^vf < n East and W^st If rsr y, though of no political 
importance, was long a vexed, and stiU continues an unsettled question. The 
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line of partition was gcDgiapliically fixed by the t|uintipartite deed, betweea 
tho proprietors, of the first of July, 1676, confirmed by Act of Assembly, 27th. 
Maich, 1719« Bat aome difficulties oocttn^dy flubeequeiitly, in nmkuoig 
partition, to the underatanding of whicfa» we must take a review of the time oC. 
the respective proprietors. 

The patent uom Charles I. to the Duke of York, conyeyed all the coiaitiy 
now within the states of New York and New Jersey. The deed from tm 
Duke to Berkeley and Carteret, extended New Jersey, ^ northward as far as 
the northernmost branch of the hay, or river Delaware, which is in 41° 40' 
of latitude, and from thence in a straight line to Hudson's river in 41° of lati- 
tude.'* Lord Berkeley conveyed his undivided moiety in fee to Fenwieko, in 
trust for Byliifige, and Fenwicke conveyed such moiety to Penn, Lawrie and 
Lucas, ^serving a tenth to himseil", which tenth he subsequently assitrned to 
Eldridgc and Warner, who conveyed it to Penn, Lawrie, and Lucas, the better 
to enable tiiem, in conjunction with By Hinge, to make partition of the entire 
province with Sir George Carteret. Tiiesc parties by the qumtipartite deed, 
ailcr expressly declaring, that, the province extended northward, as far as the 
northemmoet branch of the river Dehiware, which is in 41^ 40' latkude, de- 
tennine that the Ime of partition shall be a straight line drawn from the most 
northerly point or boundary on the Delakware, to the nioet southerly pouit of 
the East side of Little Egg Harbour. The coi^nnation of the Duke of York, 
r6th August, 1680,) to the West Jersey proprietor, and his oonfiimatioii, 
rl4th March, 1682), to the twenty*ibur East Jersey proprietors, recognise 
the northern boundary as above described, and referring to the quintipartite 
deed, give the limits accordingly. 

As the country f>ecnmo po))ulous, much uneasiness ^v^s excited by sundry 
fruitless attempts for runnmg the partition line, and the uncertainty relative to 
the point at which the designated latitude would fall. For remedy whereof, 
the Act of Assembly of 1719 was passed. Tins, after recognizing the quin- 
tij) u tife deed, and prescribing that a straight and direct line from the most 
lioi thcrly point of New Jersey, on the northernmost branch of the river Dela- 
ware, to the most southerly point of a beach on Egg Harbour, should be the 
diiriaioii line, appoints commisBioners to run the line and provides, that, ^fiuch 
ever board of proprietors had appropriated lands of the other, should give an 
equivalent of lands, in eatisfitction, and that the then settlers should be quieted* 

Pursuant to this act, and another for establishing the boundary line witl^ 
the province of New York, Governor Hunter commissioned John JohnslDii^ 
and George Willocks of the eastern division, Joseph Kirkbride, and Joflr 
Reading of the western division, and James Alexander, surveyor-general of 
both divisions, in conjunction with commissioners from New York, to discover 
aufi determine which of the streams of Delaware is the northernmost branch 
thereof, and also the place on such branch that lies in latitude 41° 40'. 
These commissioners tojrcther with Robert Walter and Isanr Hirks commis- 
sioners, and Allain Jarrat surveyor on the part of New Yc i r designa- 
ting the Fish kill brancli, and fixing the point of latitude in the low land, in 
the Indian town called Cosheghton, on the cast side of the river, executed an 
indenture tripartite, certifying the above i-esult of their labours. After which, 
the West Jersey conimissioners retired, protest!]^ that thdr business was 
completed* 

The northern station point thus fixed, iqypears to have been recognised and 
acquiesced in by both parties; yet the division Ime was not run for many 
years. But random lines were made along the whole distance of the extreme 
points, that the true line might be marked with the greater Qertainty and eaae; 
and such lines served to regulate future surveys* 

The aasigDa of Carteret and Berkeley were reqiectively entitled to ft 
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Wtkeltrf of the piovmce, and unacquainted with the true geography of the 
country, they imagined that the line given in the quintipartite deed, would 
nearly effect their intentions; and the idea of equality of paitition seems to 

have prevailed, until about the year 1687, when its propriety was questioned 
by Dr. Daniel Coxe. Under this idea, in the year 1 6^6 an agreement was 
made between Robert Barclay, and the proprietors ol' Kast Jersey, and Ed- 
ward Byllingc, and the proprietors of West Jersey, for running the partition 
line, so as to give " as equal a division of tlie province" as was practicable. 
Pursuant to which, Lord Neil Campbell, Governor, and captain Andrew Ham- 
ilton, and Juini Campbell of East Jersey, and John Skene, deputy governor, 
and Sftinuel Jennin^ and others of West Jersey, all of whom were proprie- 
tors ci tbeir respective diyi8ions> entered into bcnids, to stand to the award of 
John Reed and William Emley) who were appointed to determine the line, 
and who directed that it should run from Little Egg Harbour, N* N« W. and 
fi% minutes more westerly, which was more than twelve degrees westward 
of the quintipartite line; and was so altered, because the umpires as well as ' 
the parties to the bonds, were better acquainted with tlie quantity of land in 
each division, than the parties to the quintipartite deed. The line so award- 
ed, was actually run in the year 1687, by George Keith, surveyor-general 
of East Jersey, from the south station point, to the south branch of the llari- 
tan; and now ibrms the straiirht line, which in part, bounds the counties of 
Burlington, Monmouth, Middlesex, Sumt rset, and Hunterdon. This line 
was deemed by the West Jersey proprietors to be too far west, and was not 
continued. 

(Jii September 5, 1688, Governors Coxe and Barclay, entered into an 
agreement for terminating all differences concerning the deed of partition; 
stqiMilating that the line run by Keith, to the south branch of the Raritan, 
dioald be the bounds, so far, between the provinces, and directing the route 
by vhldi that line should be continued fcHr perfecting the division.* But this 
agreement was never carried into ^fect* 

Subsequent to- the determination of the north station point, in 1719, several 
ineffectual attempts were made by the patties to ascertain the line. At length, 
John Hamilton, and Andrew Johnstone, commissioners under the Act of 1719, 
(the latter named in 1740), at the request of the eastern proprietors, in the 
year 1743, appointed John Lawrence to run the line, pursuant to the act of 
^^embly; whicii was, accordingly, done in Sr ptrmter and October of that 
^!^r. And this line, the East Jersey proprietors allege, has been frequently 
recognised by the West Jersey proprietors, particularly, by the issue oi war- 
rants of relocntion from the year 1745, to 1765, for lands which were found 
to be etisi oi tills line; by directions given to survey and return lor the use 
of the proprietors of the fiflh dividend, the gore, or angle formed by Keith's 
and Lawrence's lines ; by numerous surveys inspected, approved and ordered 
Id be recorded, which are bounded b^ Lawrence's line; and by other acts of 
acquiescme, entered upon their mmutes* To this Ihie of Lawrence, the 
JSast Jersey proprietors still firmly adhere. 

-rl The division line between the provinces of New York and New Jersey^ xe* 
mained long unsettled, by reason that the latitude of forty-one degrees on 
Hudson^s river, was not ascertained. From the zealous and violent preten- 
sions of the border inhabitants in the respective provinces, such disorders 
arose, to rlf^mand the interposition of their rosportivc Legislatures; nnd in 
1764, acts were ])asped in both provinces, relerring iho subjf'ct to the King. 
His Majesty appointed seven commissioners, who, hk ( tinii at New York 
OQ the iStii July, 1769, determined that, the boundary should be a straight 

* See Simth's Hist. N. J. pp. 197, 198. 

K 
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and direct line, not from the station point in latitude 41^ 40', as fixed by the 
oommisBioii of 1719, Imt from the month of the McLckhackamacJc, at iOi 
jwtction with the Delaware^ in latitude 41° 21' 37", to the latitude of 41® on 
Hudson's river. The controversy with New York, then, nnd «?nbseqiirntTy 
to the year 1719, wiis de^mrd, only, to aflect the proj)erty of the proprietors 
of Kast Jersey, — the Legislature rejecting their upphcation to defray any 
portion of the expense of settUng the boundary line; and tlie \\ < st Jersey 
proprietors refusing to join in their request; alleging that their stations were 
already fixed, and must remain. 

The alteration of the boundary on the Delaware is supposed to have 
been produced by corrupt influence over the conrnusnoners; wlio were aO 
crown officers, and by the change, took 6rom the proprietary government of 
New Jersey, and gave to the royal government of New York, large tracts 
of land, to be granted at its pleasuie. The eflect of the change was to take 
£rom the East Jersey proprietors, near two hundred thousand acres, and to 
produce a new diecuMOOn relative to the partition between East and West 
Jersey. 

The new station point, at the 'confluence of the Mackhackamack \\'!th the 
Delawnro, now the most northerly point or hotmdary <^the prorince^ on the 
northernmost branch of the river DcLawarey with a line thence to the 
station point, at Little Errg Harbour, would make a gore or angle with Law- 
rence's line, near ten miles wide in the northern part, iiarrowinfj in propor- 
tion as it approached the |)oint of contact, and containing about lour hundred 
thousand acres. On the 25tli of January, 1775, the West Jersey proprietors 
assuming, that, the new northern station point, was the true northerly boun- 
dary of the province, from which the partition Une should commence, and 
altogether losing sight of the words of the quintipartite deed and its depen- 
dencies, which assigned the point on the river, in latitude 41^ 40' as tibe 
station point, petitioned the legislature to pass a law for the final settlenient 
of the said Une, either in aid of the act of 1710, or by the appointment of 
commissioners, out of the neighbouring province, for that purpose. This 
petition was referred to the succeeding Legislature. On the first of December 
following, Daniel Coxe, president of the board of western proprietors, re- 
quested leave, on their behalf, to bring in a bill for the appointment of com- 
missioners for the same purpose, suggesting the acquiescence of ibf* eastprn 
proprietors to the mode proposed, (which acquiescence the eastern projuie- 
tors deny). Leave was granted; but tlie public commotions, which so^n 
after took place, prevented the executiou of the measure. In October, 1782, 
the application to the Legislature was renewed ,stating the object of the west- 
em proprietors to be, " a recompense in value of lands, from the general 
stock of the eastern proprietors: for which purpose,** they say, **they un- 
derstand and believe, it is generally known, that, certain lands, called Rama- 
poch, belongmg to the general stock of the eastern proprietors, and spedally 
excepted in all the warrants of the eastern proprietors, were particularly 
^allotted as an equivalent, in case the event should take place, which ha^ 
since happened, of the station point being fixed farther eastward than was 
formerly expected." This allegation respectmg the Ramapoch lands, the 
eastern pr(>[)rietors, sfo^rted as too void of truth and foundation to need com- 
ment; and resisting tlio application to the Assembly, <"nntended, th;it the f;ub- 
ject was a private d!s})ii(o IxHween individuals, which should be dccidrd by 
the courts of law or equity. The application of the western proprietors was 
rejected by the Assembly, on a vote of twenty-one to eleven. 

Lawrence's line is now acquiesced in, by the greater pait oi' northern 
Jersey ; but is yet disputed in Monmouth county, and in the region of the 
pines, where, under West Jersey rights, great destruction of tim&r is oom^ 
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mitted. These rights are sought; having, hitherto, been sold at a much less 

price thnn those of East Jersey. The line run by La^^•rencc, in Sussex 
rnuuty, tbrrns the boundary between Byram and (rrLcnc, Newton and 
Greene, and Stillwater, and between Walpack nnd .Snmlistone townships; 
crossinf? the Delaware into Pennsylvania, about lllh *:n rniies below the pre- 
sent iioi tliunnnost point of the state, it strikes tiic Delaware again, in the 
state of New York, xicar thirty miles north of the mouth of the Mackhacka- 

* The authoritie» on which the fore<roing statement is made, are— 1. The geveral 
deeds cited : — 2 Tfie Act of Assembly, 171 : — 3. The petitions of the respective parties 
in 1782 . — 4. The minutes in the land offices of East and West Jersey : — 5. Smith's 
History ; and— 6. GireolDr W«it Jersey proprietors, in 1795. The rollowing statie- 
tical view is appended to the petition of the East Jersey proprietors, 1788. 

1. The nnrr\e or gore of land which East Jersey lost in Ine controversy with New 
York, amounts to about 210,000 acres. The remaining quantity of land in New 
Jersey, being the whole unonnt of the state, is abmit 4,375,970 eeres. 

2. Therefore supposing a line was drawn, dividing the state into two equal half 
parts, nnd which would be the line of partition between Beat and Weitt Jersey, eeeh 
division would then contain about 2,187,i>b5 acres. 

3. Supposing Keith's line extended to Delaware river, to be the line of partition 
between East and West Jersey, the quantity of land in East Jersey would, then, bo 
about '2.'il4,n3f) acres • the quantity in West Jersey 2,101,040 acres. And East Jersey 
would, then, contain 53,5^)0 acren more than West Jersey. 

4. Supposing Lawrence's line to be the line of partition, the quantity of land in 
West Jersey wou^tl, Uicn. Ih^ about 2.080,080 acres: tlip r|nantlfy in East Jersey, 
1,666,290 acres. And West Jersey would, then, contain 1,003,390 acres more than 
East Jersey. 

6w Supposing a line to bo drawn from the Ifackhackamack, to the Una of paztitioB, 

the quantity of land in West Jersey would, then, be about 3,111K2(;() acres: the quan- 
tity in East Jersey, 1,256,710 acres. And West Jersey would, then, contain l,tiii2,550 
acres mtxn then East Jersey. 

6. The engle or gore of land, between Keith'e aod Lawrence's line^ contains about 
r)28 ,010 acres The angle or gore between Lawrence's line, and a line to be dnwil 
from the Mackhackamack woiud contain about 429,580 acres. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Comprising the Administration of Lord Combory. I. Arrival of Lord Oornbiny— * 
Demands a large and permanent Salary — being refused, dissolves tho House. — 
II. A new Assembly chosen — Part of its Members arbitrarily excluded— Mea- 
Biues of the Governor. — III. Third Assembly convened — Determmes to Petition 
the Queen, and to Rmimtrate with Uie Oovernor— PobHe GrieVa acee D »» 
liverv of the Remonetwmce, bv Samuel Jennings. — IV. Repty of the Governor .— 
V. Dispute on the Treasurer s Accounts. — Vl. The Governor refuses the Mes- 
sage of the Assembly, which they enter upou their Minutes. — Vli. The West 
Jersey PA>prietora, in En^fland, eddfWM a Memorial to the CommiBnoiien of 
Trade and Plantations, against Conilniiy— Address of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
and Provincial Council, to the Queen. — VIII. The Governor unable to obtain 
the gratification of his wishes, by the Asseotbly, first prorojgues, and then 
diasolra them.— IX. Ofibnaive Conduet of Lord Combory, in his Govenmicat 
of New York— His Character^X. le relootantly temoTed by Queen Anne— 
Imprisoned by his Creditoxs. 

I. Lord Cornl)urv arrived in New Jersey, in August, 1703, and met the 
General Assembly, at Amboy, on tiie 10th of the succeeding November. 
The House prepared several bills, but passed, at this session, only, the act 
prohihitm^ the purchase of land from the Indians, by any person eiGoept tfas 
proprietanes. At the next 8esBion» hdden at BorUngton, in Senleniber, 170^ 
his lordship recommended to the Legislature, to ascertain by law, the rights 
of the general proprietors to the soil, and to establish some penuaneDt fuioKl, 
for the support of the government. A French privateer having oommitled 
depredations about Sandy Hook, he, thence, took occasion, also, to i?6quire a 
militia lav, and the erection of a watch-tower, on- the Nevislnk Hills. : AU 
these measures were beset with difficulties. The people had been accus- 
tomed to pay, Rs they still are, small salaries to their officers, and were little 
disposed to gratify the wishes of his lordship, in this respect. Those who 
claimed lands under Indian grants, and held adversely to the |)roprictanes, 
resisted the attempt of the latter to confirm their ricrhts. And every military 
effort was repugnant to the consciences of a large portion of the inhabitants. 
After a dilatory discussion of these embarrassing topics, the House propos^^ 
a revenue of thirteen hundred pounds, per annum, to endure for three years. 
But this sum, being far short of the govemor^s eipectation, he requiring two 
thousand pounds, per annum, for a term of twenty years, was indignantly 
rejected ; and in the hope of procuring an Assembly, more oomplaissnt, 
he dissolved the present, and hastily oommanded Ae election of another 
House. 

II. The people, who, in the ^ rry wantonness of freedom, had involved 
themselves in contentious strife, discovered that they had exchanged Vmg 
Log for king Stork. Tbe precipitate and arbitrary measure of the governor 
was executed in the spirit with which it was conceived. By corrupt efforts, 
a House was obtainc^d, with a large proportion, but not a majority, of the 
members devoted to the governor. To obtain the entire control of this 
body, his lordship resolved, by the advice of his counsellors, to exclude a 
portion of its members, under the false pretence, that they were not qualified 
by the requisite quantity of estate. As the representatives appeared before 
the governor to take the prescribed oaths, without which, they could not 
exercise their offices, he reused to administer fliem to Tliomas Gaidiner» 
Thomas Lambert, and Joshua Wright, distingiiished. delegates fiom West 
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Jersey, by whose exclusion, he obtained a noajority of one, in the Home., 
John Fretwell, of Burlington, was chosen speaker, by the casting vote of the 
derk, who, though nominated by the governor^ was admitted by the Assem- 
bly, to use the faculty of a member. 

The House, thus constituted, complimented his excellency, on conducting 
the atlairs oi Ins government, *' with great diligence, and exquisite manage- 
ment, to the admiration of his friends, and the envy of his enemies and 
granted him a revenue for the support ol' i^overiiment, of two thousand 
pounds, for two years; six hundred of which, were given to the lieutenant- 
gPYernor, Colonel Ingoldsby. Several other acts were posted, anoong which, 
we find ope of amnesty, for offences dxahag the late imsetded state <ii the 
province, and another establishuig a militia, wfaichf by its unnecessary seve- 
nty, gave much disquiet to the Quakers; but no effinrt iras made to confim 
the proprietary estates. Having obtained all that he immediately required, 
tbe governor adjoumed the House, in December, to the succeeding year, 
with many encomiums on its oonduct. 

At the next session, however, his power over it had ceased. The rejected 
members, aflcr eleven month's exclusion, were admitted to their seats; the 
governor havinc^ been forced, by very shamr, to n ct)ii;iiise their qualification; 
which the title deeds of their estate.^ had ]ouir bclore contirmed, to every dis- 
passionate inquirer. Rut the most inK rosti]itj object of his lordship, had 
been obtained by liic settlement of the revenue, and he was content that the 
existing House should continue, though he could entertain little hope of 
service fironi it, either to himself or the province. It convened again in No* 
vmber, 1705, and October, 1706, but did no bosineBS at either 

nL When the term the revenue had eipired, the oonvocatkm of the. 
Assemltly was indispensable ibr its tenewal; but It was hnpracticable, by 
any means, to procure another Hoose like to the last. Few of the membeni 
cf that, which mlet at Bailii^;tdii on the 5th of April, 1707, were favourably 
(Ksposod to the governor. Its most active leaders, Samuel Jenmngs, the 
sp^ker, and Lewis Moris, who had been twice expdled the counoil, fyr his 
resistance to the governor's measures, were among the most respectable 
and influential inhabitants of the province, intimately acquainted with its 
interests, and altofiotber adequate to sustain them. The House, therefore, 
soon after it met, resolved itself into a committee of the whole, with a clerk 
of its own appointment, to consider of the public grievai^ces; of which it dv- 
termined to complain, by petition to the Queen, and remonstrance to the 
governor.* 

In the latter, prepared, most probably, by Morris, they express their regret, 
t]itt» inelead of granting to the governor the revenue required from them, it 
bscame their doQr* to lay before hiin the unhappy disumstaiioes of the pro* 
vinoe, which th% attributed, m some measure^ to his long and fiequent 
absence from hk government* They then prooeeded to aUege-^That, he 
had obstruoled the course of jostioe, hx 8:uspendvng, for 3^eBr8, the execution 
of the sentence of death, pronoun^Mt against b-vase women, convicted of 
murder; and that this delay was not only a very great chai^ but that 
the blood of the innocents cried aloud for vengeance — and just heaven would 
not fni! to pour it down upon their alrendy miserable (^imtr^i^, if the guilty 
were not made to suffer according to thf'ir (iemr'nts : Thnt, in criminal cases, 
the accused were condemned to the payment of costs, even when no bill was 
found: That, the sole office for the probate of wills, together with the secre- 
tary's office, ^\ ci-e holden at Burlington, to the great inconvenience of the 
inhabitants, wiio dwelt in the remoter pails of the province: TTiat patents 

* Smith's New Jerse/, 234. See Appendix, F. 
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for the exclusive carriage of goods, on the road from Burlinn;ton to Am- 
boy, had been granted for a term of years, contrary to the statute of 21 
Jac 1, against monopolies; That fees had Ix-en established witixjut tlie. au- 
thority of the General Assembly: And that the governor had [jut tiie re- 
cords of the eastern division of llic province into the hands oi one, ihe pre- 
tended agent of the proprietors,* who did not reside in the province. Some 
of these grievances were oertainly of a diancter to nniee pubiie indignatioiiy 
whilst o&rs i^re, piobablj, more the result of circiiiiislMioeB» which wmild 
hare been lemofved by the Legislative power, as they weie cffiied for co*- 
sideration. 

But there were other grievaiioes, which the Assembly deemed of higher 
nature, and attended with worse consequences. Such were — ^the piohib&ion 
to the conncU of proprietors, to issue warrants for land in West Jersey, 
and other unauthorised interferences with proprietary rights — ^the exclusdon <rf* 

the three members from the last House — and the corruption of the governor 
in rer-Piving large sums of money for the dissolution of the first Assembly, in 
order that no act should passed to compel thepa ytiientof proprietary quit- 
rents, and to obtain sueli oiiicers as the contributors aluudd approve. " This 
House," continues the remonstrance, " has ffreat reason to believe, that the 
money so gathered, was given to Lord Corn bury, and did induce him to dis- 
solve the then Assembly, and by his own authority to keep three members 
out of the next Afisembly, and put so many mean and meveenafy men m 
office ; by wlndi corrupt practice, men of the best estates are severely ha« 
rassed, her Majesty's good subjeots in this province, so impoveiished, tbrit 
they are not able to give that support to her Majesty's govenunent, as is de» 
sired, or as they wcwd be otherwise inclined to: — And we cannot but be 
very uneasy, when we find by these new methods of government, our liber- 
liBS and properties so much shaken, that no man can say he is ma^r<^ 
either, but holds as tenant by courtesy and at will, and may be stripped of 
them at pleasure. Librrty is too valuable a thing to bo easily parted with, 
and when such mean inducements procure such violent ciidoavours to tear it 
from us, we must take leave to say, they liavc neither heads, hearts, nor 
souls, that are not moved by the miseries of their country, and are not for* 
ward with their utin(»st power, lawfully to redress them." 

We conclude by advising the governor to consider what it is, that princi- 
pally engages the actions of a people, and he will find no other artifice need- 
ful, than to let fbem be unmolesM in the enjoyment of what belongs totheim 
cf right ; and a wise man that despis^ not his own happiness, will, earnestly 
lahoor to regain their love." 

This free and unceremooiois remenstranoe lost nothing of its foiroe^ in the 
delivefy by speaker Jennings. In vain did his lordship attempt tb awe hia 
constant and spirited temper, by assumed airs of greatness, and by repeated 
mtarruption, with the cry of Mop/ whai^M that? as the most ofi^nsive 
passages were read to him., Jennings, with an affectation of deep humility, 
whenever interrupted, oalmly desired leave to read the passages again ; to all 
of which, he gave additional emphasis, so that the second reading was greatly 
more offensive than the first. f 

IV. The indignation of the governor, at this remonstrance, is strongly pour- 
trayed, in a long circumstantial, but not very suc/'ossful, reply; in which he 
denied the truth of some of its charges, and sought lo justify the others. On 
the dread, expressed by the house, of divine vengeance for punishments delayed, 

* Peter Sonmans. 

t When the House had retired, Combtuy, with some emotion, savB the historiui 
Smith, told those with hint, that jeanh^ Md inqpudeaos enoogh to nee the devil. 
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lie remarked; " I am of opinion, that nothing has hindered the vengeance of 
just heaven, from failing upon this province long ago, but the infinitf nu rcy, 
goodness, lonfir-suflering, and forbearance of Ahnighty God, wIjo has been 
abundantly provoked by the repeated crying sins of a perverse: generation 
among us; and more especially, by the dangerous and abuiuiiiable doctrines, 
and the wicked lives and practices of a number of people; some of whom, 
under the pretended name of Christians, have dared to deny the very es- 
aenoe and being of the Savioiir of the world*^ The pmctioe of extorting fees 
horn the accused against whom no bQl was found, he defended on the ground 
of established custom; admitting, however, that if the juries of the country 
were such as they ought to be, a difierent rule might be proper. 

**fiut," he contmues, " we iind from woeftil experience, that there are 
many men^ who have been admitted to serve upon grand and special juries, 
who have convinced the world, that they have no regard for the oaths they 
take; especially among a sort of people, who, under a pretence of conscience, 
reiiise to take an onth: and yet, who, under the cloak of a very solemn affirm- 
ation, dare to commit the greatest enormities, especially, if it be to serve a 
** friend," as they call him; these are the designing men, and the vindictive 
tempters of which all the Queen's good subjects ought to beware, and })e piio- 
tectcd from; and these are the crying sins which will uiuiuubU.-dly dr-nv down 
the vengeance of just heaven upon this province and people, if not Uniely and 
4moU8ly repeated of.'' 

Id considermg the more heinous charge of corruption, the truth of which 
he peremptorily denies, his lordship denunds; who would not, after such 
assertions, expect to see the governor prc^ved guilty, either of treason or be- 
traying the trust reposed in him, by the Queen, by depriving the subjects of 
Iheir lives, their estates, or their properti^ ; or, at least, denying them justice, 
and perverting the -laws to their oppression? These, or the like crimes, 
manifestly proved, are the only things that can justify men in the accusing a 
governor of corrupt practice, and of shaking the lil)crties and properties of 
the people. Rut if nf^no of these things can be proven, but on the contrnrv, 
it does appear plauiiy, that no one act of severity, much less of injustice or 
oppression, has been done, since the government of this province come under 
the Queen, but there has been an impartial, jusi, ami t;qiial administrate m of 
justice observed throughout the whole course oi' my government, and lhat 
many acts of mercy have been extended to persons who deserved to be se- 
verely punisfaed ; tiien^ what sort of creatures must these bold accusers appear 
to he, in the eyes of all impartial and judicious men? liiat these are truths 
beyond all contradiction, and which all the people of this provmce know, I 
do chall«[ige you, and eveiy one of you, to prove to the contrafy. And 
though, I know very well, that there are several unquiet spirits, in the pro- 
vince^ who will never be content to live quiet, under any government, but « 
their own; and not long under that neither, as appears by their methods of 
proceeding, when the government was in the hands of the proprietaries, 
when many of these very men, who are now the remonstrancers, were in 
authority, and used the most arbitrary and illegal methods of proceeding, 
over their follow sut)ic( ts, that were ever hoard of; yet, I am satislied, there 
are very few men in the province, except Samuel Jennings and Lewis Morris, 
men known, neither to have good principles, nor good morals, who have • 
ventured to accuse a governor of such crimes, without any proof to make 
out their accusation; but tliey are capable of any thing but good." ^ ' 

V. New fuel was added to this flame, already imexlinguishi&le, by a dispute ' 
relative to the accounts of Peter Fauconier, the provincial treasurer* In the 
examination of which the House found several oljectionable items, paid upon 
the govemor^s oider, nmly, aqd without voucheia, wluch the traaaurer ra- 
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fused to render without the governor's commandg. Upon application for 
these, his lordship replied, that, he had alr< ady ordered them; therein ex- 
ceeding his p<n\ ers; inasmuch as the Lord i liLdi Titasurerhad appointed an 
auditor-general, iur the province, who hud deputed one to settle the accouata 
of the provincial treasurer; he being responsible only to the Lord High 
TienBuier. His loidship jfurofiered to explain any articki with wliicfa 
AMmbly were dissatufied; but tluB, they very properly, declined, as thof 
would have saoctioDed the prepoaleiouB oUdm of inemiieibility of the pio» 
vkMaal treasurer to a piDvincial AMemUy, fbr the ntnds of the piovinoeb 
and would have placed Ihem atill more at the meicy of their eiitortioiiate 
rulers. 

VI* In the temper which now prevailed among the officers of the atate^ 
there was no prospect of joint and beneficial labours ; and the governor, 
probably, dreading a caustic rojoindpr to his reply, prorogued the House on 
the 16th, to meet in the following K>eptember, at Amboy. A subsequent 
order convened them in October, when they resolved to answer the go- 
vernor 'a replication, and to raise no money unless their grievances were 
redressed; in which case, they proposed to grant, for the su]i{)<)ri of govern- 
ment, fifteen hundred pounds. On the 2>Jth, they informed the governor, 
that having seen his reply m print, they were disposed to answer it, and 
requested to know, when Uiey might present their rejoinder* He prooiiMd 
to reo^ve them in due time; but having waited fi»r hie message until nest 
day« and then concluding that he purpMd to elude their requttrtt they sent 
a committee witili their message, which, he relusing to receive^ they caossi 
to be entered on their journal. 

in this address the House reiterated and amplified their former complainlBi 
and spared no opportunihr to give to his excellency the retort courteous. 
From the following examples, the reader will, probably, agree with us, that, 
their shafts were keen, if not polished. "It is," say they, "the General 
Assembly of the province of New Jersey, that compiams, and not the Qua- 
kers, with whose persons (considered as Quakers) or m< ctirif^s we have 
nothing to do; nor are we concerned ui what your excellency says agauist 
them; they, perhaps, will think themselves obliged to vnidicate their meet- 
ings, from the aspersions which your excellency, so Uberally, Ixjstows upon 
them, and evince to the world how void of r&slmess and incousideration your 
ezcellency^i ezpresnons are^ and how heorwuing it isk lor the g^mmor of a 
province, to enter the lists of controversy, with a people who thou^ then^ 
selves entitled to his protection^ in tibe enjoyment of their religious liberties; 
those of them who arc members of this Hcntse have begged leave, in bdiaif 
of themselves and their friends, to tell the governor they must answer him in 
the words of Nehemiah to SanbaUat, contained in the eighth verse of the 
sixth chapter of Nehemiah; viz. There is no tueh tkk^Mdone 09 tkou sa fei < i 
but tkaufeignest them out of thine own heart,** 

In reply to the governor's boast, of the purity of his administration, they 
ask, " arn not his Majesty's loval subjects hauled to gaols, and there lie 
without hvm^r admitted to bail 1 And those that are," they continue, " is not 
the condition of the recognizances, that, if your excellency api)roves not of 
their Ix'ing bailed, they shall return to their prisons? Are not several of her 
Majesty's good subjects forced to abscond, and leave their habitations, being 
tlireatened with imprisonment, and having no hopes of receiving the benefit of 
the law, when your exo^ency's absolute will is the sole meesure of it ? Hv 
not one minisler of the Church of En|^d, been dragged by a sherifl^ lirom 
Burlington to Amboy, and there kept in custody, without assigning any rea- 
son for it, and at last hauled by Ibroe into a boat, by your excellency, and 
truisDortedt like a makftotor* into lu wiih ftr aovBrniniiit* and thero kept in a 
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guriionf a prisoner ; and no reason assigned for it, but your excellency*s 
pleasure? Has not another minister of the Church of England been laid 
under the necessity of leaving the province, from the reasonable apprehen* 
sinn of thn sninf trentmPTit ? Is any nrf^r>r of men, ritlior sacred nr civil, 
secure in tii ir lives, their liberties, or egtatesl Where these procedures will 
eod, Got! oiiiy knows." 

** If these, and wliat we have named belure, b<' acts of mercy, gentleness, 
aiit] good nature — if this be the administerinfi; laws, for the protection and 
preservation of her majesty's subjects, then have we been the most mistaken 
men in the world, and have had the falsest notion of things ; — calling that 
Cfoelty, oppression and injustioe, which is their direct opposite, and those 
tilings, slavery, imprisonm^tSf. and' hardships, which are freedom, liberty, 
aad ease; and must heUoelbrtb take Fiance, Denmaric, the Muscovian, 
OttoBum, and Etslem eni[Mres, to be the best modeb of gentle and happy 
government." 

VII. Beside these nieasuies of resistance, in the province, to the usurped 
authority and irregular proceedings of the govemer, the West Jersey pro- 
prietors, residing in England, addressed a memorial condemnatory of his 
conduct, to the lords commissioners of trade and plantations; in which, they 
exposed at length, the evils resulting from liis interference with their lands. 
The frovernor scuiLrht to n^pel these attacks, by an addn'ss, from the lienten- 
ant-sovcrnr.r, and his council, to the Queen. After partiallv statins: the 
dissentioas in the proviiice, they added, " We arc now obliged humbly to 
represent to your majesty, the true cause ; which, we conceive, may lead to 
the remedy of these confusions.'* 

The first, is owing to the turbulent, ihotious, uneasy, and dbloyal prin- 
oiples of two men in the Assembly, Mr* liewis Morris, and Samuel /emdngs, 
a Quaker; men ^notoriously known to he uneasy tinder all government- 
men never known to be consistent with themselves^-nien to whom all the 
fiutions and confiisions in the government of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, 
Ibr many years, are wholly ovnng— men that have had the confidence to 
<feclare, in open council, that your mnjesty's instructions to your governors, 
in these provinces, shall not oblige or bind them, nor will they be concluded / 
by them, further than they are warranted by the law, of which, also, they • 
will be the nidr^es; and this is done by tiiem, (as wc have all the reason in 
the world to btdieve,) to encoin n ue, not only this government, but also the 
rest of your governments in Aineiica, to throw off your majesty's royal pre- ^ 
rogative, and, consequently, to involve all your dominions, in this part of the 
world, and the lionost, good, and well-meaning people in them, in confusion ; 
hoping, thereby, to obtain their wicked purposes* 

**Tt» remedy fixr all these evils, ive most humbly purpose, is-^faat your 
nsjesty will most graciously please to discountenance those wicked, design- 
ing men, and show some <&like to this Assembly's proceedings; who are 
iQiolvtd, neither to support this your majesty's government, by a revenue, 
nor take care to defend it, by settling a militia* The last libel, called *The 
Bsply, came out so suddenly, that as yet, we have not had time to 
answer it in all its particulars ; but do assure your majesty, it is for the most 
part, false in fact; and in that part of it which carries any face of truth, they 
have Ven malicious and unjust in not mentionnig the whole truth; which 
would liiivo fully justified my Lord Combury's just conduct."* 

It nii-jht be questionable at the present day, whether the lieutenant- 
governor, and his council, did not design to l)etray the cause they seeni' d lo 
defend, when they charged it as a crime upon the citizens of a government 
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of laws, that they prcffTred the laws, as they undcrsfoofl thein, to Iho in- 
structions of the Queen, and would obey the latter, so tar only, as tlu y were 
consistent with the former. But we have, here, only, an additiuual instance 
of tlie subservitiicy, which the love of power and place, every where pro- 
duces. It is the law of society, if not of nature, that men should strengthen 
the hand ihni Ihe.ds them. And ordinary men, like the beast of the stall, 
lick the hand that fattens them, even for the shambles. The dispenser of 
official &v6iir8, whether he be a prince or a prosidenty will alwirirs find 
minionwi, ever leady to mamtain his prerfw^tive above the law, and we are^ 
thexefoie, not surprised, thiit such hoped Sar prolectioii» from a daughter of 
James the Second. 

VJIL Two days afler Lord Combury had refused to rMive the Address 

of the Assembly, he prorogued that body, to the .spring of the ensuing year; 
and thus avoided the necessity of a defences, which he found difBcult to sustain. 
The house met in Burlington, on the 5th of May, 1708; and in the illness of 
Jennings, their former speaker, namer] Thomas Gordon to that office.* The 
governor addressed them with the customary speech; to which, they replied, 
by repetition of former grievances, and recounting of new dries. Perceiving 
that nothing could be obtained, without the abandonment ot the ^ri rmnd ho 
had taken, he adjourned them, until September, to meet at Amboy ; and in 
the interval, dissolved them. 

IX. In his government of New York, the conduct of Lord Combury 
was, if possible, more oflensive'to the people;, than in New Jersey ,* and had 
been productive of like results, universal dissatisfiictioa of the people, and 
entire suspension of le^lative action* His character is described as a com- 
pound of bigotry and intolerance* rajiecity and prodigality, voluptuousness, 
and cruelty, and the lofliest arrogance, with the meanest chicane. Whether 
from real difference in sentiment, or from a policy, which in those days was 
not uncommon, whilst his father adhf^rerl to James, the son attached himself 
to king William, and was nmong the first officers who deserted to him, on 
his landing at Torbay. Having dissipated his substance in riot and de- 
bauchery, and being obliged to fly from tiis creditors, in England, he obtain- 
ed from his patron, the government of New York, which was confurmed by 
his kinswoman, Ciueen xVnne, who added tlie government of New Jersey. 
He first excited the odium of the people of the former province, by the into- 
lerance he exercised against the Presbyterians, and every otiier religious 
sect, except the protestant Episcopalians. Though the great body of the in- 
hahitants, including the pruicipal families of the province, were of the'^nner 
persuasion, he prohibited their ministers from preachiiig without a license 
icom himself ; implying, that they officiated not of right, but by his indulgence. 
He, in one instance, fraudulently seized upon their church property, and 
delivered it to the Episcopal party; in another,, he indicted two ministers 
fifom Virginia, who preached without license, for a' nnsdraamaor; but his 
malice was defeated, hy the inrlc])endence of the jury, who refused to con- 
vict. In every part of |)r(i\ ince, he tendered his assistance to the Epis- 
copalians, to possess them of the churches, which other sects had built. 
Happily, his conduct in other departments of his government, by uniting all 
parties against him, soon deprived him of the power of instigating one )»(ir- 
tion of society to iiarass or opjircts the rest. Not content with the liberal 
grants which the Assembly liad made him, for liis private use, he embezzled 
large sums appropriated to the erection of public works, and unable to sub- 
sist on his lawfiil emoluments, even with the additicm of enormous pillage, 
he contracted debts, with every tradesman who would trust him, and set Iub 

* Sse Appendix, R. 
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creditors at defiance, by means of his official station. The Asifemhiy 
proposed, iu vain, to establish a body of functionaries, to control the public 
expenditure, and to account to themselves; and, with as little success, did 
they transmit remonstrances, against him, to the Queen.* The only imiae- 
tiiatc iGsuit of the latter, was some private instructions to the governor. The 
proposition, to control the public disbursements, was rejected; and, wiien 
they insiBted on a scrutiny of his accounts, he warned them not to provoke* 
hiiny to exert* certain powers entrusted to him Iw^the Queen, and to trouble 
bun teas about the rightB of the House; as the House possessed no rights, 
other than the grace .and good pleasure, of her Majesty, suffered it to enjoy." 
By such declaration, and a line of policy strictly conformable therewith, he 
alienated all his adherents; and when he dissolved one Assembly, for its at- 
tention to the public interest, he was unable to convoke another of difierent 
character. At length the Assemblies refused to vote the smallest supply for 
the public service, until he should account for all his past receipts and appli- 
cations of public money, and perform the impossible condition of rellindin«r 
the sums he had embez7>'f1. His dissolute habits and io;noble tastes and 
manners, rompleted and ( mlMttt rcd the disgust with whicii he was, now, uni- 
versally regarded ; and when he was seen rambling abroad in the dress of a 
wonnan, the people beheld with indignation and shame, tlie representative of 
their sovereign and ruler of their country.f 

X« At length Queen Anne was compelled, in the year 1709, by the reite- 
rated and unanimous oomplaints of New York and New Jersey, to supersede 
his coimnission. No sooner was he deprived of office than his creditors 
threw Inm into prison. And thus degraded from an honourable station, by 
his public crimes, and defurived of liberty by his private vice and dishonesty, 
this kinsman of his Queen, remained a prisoner, for debl^ in the province he 
had governed, till the death of his father, elevating him to the peerage, enti* * 
tied him to liberation. He then returned to £urope, and died in the year 
17^ 

* See Appendix. S., for resolutions of the Assembly of New York, 
f i^lrduume's Col. Hist vol. ii. m Smith's New York. 

X Smith's New York, 144, 145, 146, 164. Gtah«me*s Col. Hist. 906. Biogxapb. 
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CHAPTEli VL 

•Com^risinff Events Sttm the Removal of Lord Oonibuiy tio tiw CkMe of the AimiBMi^ 

oon m Governor Hunter — 17(K)-17I9. — I, Lord Cornbury succeeded by Lord 
Lovelace — His conciliatory Address to the Assembly. — U. Ready disposition of the ' 
House to provide fur the Support of Government — Cbanffe in Uie donstitution of 
the AsMnibly — Ataenibly obtain a Copy of the Addreea of the Lteatenant Qorenm 
and Council, to the Queen, rn favour of Lord Cornbury — Demand a hearing Tot , 
their Defence before the Governor. — Hi. Death of Lord Lovelace and Accession 
of Lieulenaut Governor Ingoldsby. — IV. Promptitude of the Province to aid ia 
leduciiiff the French Possessions in North Ameriea. — V. Failure of the Expedi- 
tion, ana renewed Efforts of the Coliiiiists to rovivc it — Visit of the Chiefs of the 
Five Nations to England. — VI. Capture of Port Koyal, &c. by Colonel NichoUon 
and the Americnn Forces. — VII. Governor Ingoldsby removed — Govemm,ent 
adnunifltered by William I'inhorne as President of Council — succeeded bv Go- I 
vemor Hunter. — V^III. Bio^rrapliical Notice of r.nvf>rnor flnntrr. — IX. Meeta | 
the Assembly, which prefers Charges a^nst Members of Council. — X. Expnl* I 
eion of a IVf ember of the Hoiiee for hie Conduct in Council— Addiese to lis 
Queen. — XI. Bills proposed for the relief of the Quakers defeated by the Com- : 
cil.— XTT. New Efforts for the Conquest of the French rmvinoes — Xlnfortunate 
Result. — XIII. Continued quiet of the Province. — XIV. Division of the Assem- ' 
bly. — ^XV. Governor Hunter retarna to l!iiiope---TeitiiiioBiab in Ua fhvoor bj 
New Jeraey and New York— Exehangoa hia-GonmiiBim with WiOiam BvM. 

I 

L Lord Cornbury was succeeded in his govenunents of N0w York and 
New Jersey, by John, hord Lovelace, Baron of Hurley, who met the eduneil 
of the latter province, at Bergen, December 20ch, 1706, and a new Assem* 
bly, at Perth Amboy, in the following spring. 

The principles which directed his administration, were the converse of 
tboso of his predecessor. ITc had more confidena^ in the melting power of 
kindness and respect, than in that of haughtiness and reserve ; in the influ- 
ence of justice and franknass, thnn in force and fraud, to bend the people to 
his wishes. His address to the House was full of conciliation. He assured 
them, " that he would not give them any just cause of uneasiness under his 
administration, and hoped they would bear with one another ; and that past 
diiferences and animosities would be buried in oblivion, and the peace and 
ivel&re of the country, only, would be puTsued by eadi individikl.*' Od 
the subject of the su|)port of govenmient and the establishment of a mililift» 
the contrast is striking between his course aAd that of the in&tuated Com- 
bury. Instead of peremptorily demanding a large and fixed annual sum, 
* payable for a long period; he observed, that " her Majesty would not be bur- 
densome to her people; but therc being an absolute necessity, that govern- 
ment be supported, he was directed to recommend that matter to their ccwisi- 
deration ; that they knew best what the province could conveniently raisfi 
for its support, and the easiest methods of raising it; that the making a law 
for putting the militia on a better footincj than it at present stood, with as 
much case to the |>eople as possible, required their consideration ; tliat he 
should always be ready to give his assent to whatever laws they found ne- 
cessary for promoting religion and virtue, for the encouragement of trade 
and industry, and discouragement of vice and profaneness, and for any other 
matter or thing, relating to the good of the province**' 

II. These liberal and favourable sentiments were reciprocated by the i 
House; they passed a bill, appropriatuig a sum exceeding seventeen hun- I 
drcd poundb, ibr the support of government; an act ibr settling the mi- 1 
iitia of the province; an act for tbe encouragement of the post-offiee; and I 
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an act for explaining grants and patents, for land, in the eastern division of 
the province. They, ako, availed themselves of the present opportunity of 
dianging the constitution of the General ABBemUy, giving to it a moie aria- 
tocraticd essence, than it received from the royal Instructions* The latter 
required, that» the House should consist of two membeis elected by the 
hcmeMden and inhMtanU of the towns of Amboy, Burliiig(on« and 
fiakni^ lespeoCliKBly, and five nwmbeiB) chosen by the freeholders of the re- 
spective counties. The Asseinbly now directed that the etectorsi in aU,CB8e8» 
should be freeholders, and that two members should be chosen for each of 
the above mentioned towns, and two for each county, and that the members 
should be freeholders of that division, for which they were, respectively, 
elected. The frrchold required for the elector and represr ntative, was that 
specified in the mst l uciions, and the House was made the judge of the quali- 
fication of its iiicniijers. This chans^o was induced by the proprietaries; to 
whom it was a matter of obvious and deep interest, that, every inliabitant 
should be an owner oi land. 

The Assembly obtained from the governor, a copy of the address which 
the lieutenant governor and coimcil had made to the Queen in favour of 
Lord Conibury; and . engaged him to hear thmr defence of the charges 
against them, in pnsenoe of the addreMorSf but the latter contrived, ibt a 
Msra, to elude the inquiry. 

III. The prospect which the province now had of a happy adnunistration, 
in which the interests of the people wore duly consulted, and the officers of 
government, liberally and satisfactorily maintained, were content with the 
emoluments the law conferred, was unhappily obscured by the sudden death 
of their popular f]!;overnor, in a few days after the passage of the above-men- 
tioned laws, and the devolvement of his power upon the lieutenant governor 
Ingoldsby. 

IV. This officer, pursuant to his instruction liom the ministers of the Queen, 
laid before the Ab^cmbly th()ir demand for aid, in an attack upon the French 
provinces m North America. The French had actively prosecuted the war 
declared against them by England, on the 4th May, 1702, and the northern 
English provinces of America, had snared greatly frdm thdr incurnons. In 
the preceding year, they had penetrated to HaverfaoU^ on the Merrimack river, 
and reduced the town to ashes. Upon the entreaty of the inhabitants of 
New England, the ministry adopted a phm proposed by CoL Vetch, fat the 
eonquest of Arcadia, Canada, and Newfoundland. An attack upon Quebec 
was to be made, by a squadron of ships carrying five reirjments of regular 
troops from England, and twelve hundred provincials, furnished by the zeal 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island; whilst an army of fifteen hundred men 
from Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, conducted by 
Colonels Nicholson and Vetch, should attempt Montreal, by way of the 
lakes. The enterprise, however, was never prosecuted; the exigencies of 
the war in Kuroj>e rwjuiringall the forces of the allies. The quota of troops 
required from New Jersey, was twi> hundred. The Assembly entered spi- 
ritedly into the views of the ministry; passed one act appropriating thnn? 
thousand pounds to aid the expedition, to be raised by the issue of bills of 
credit ; another, for enforcing their currency, and a third for the encourage- 
ment of volunteers. The few Indian chiefs who were ui the province, were 
flummoned before the council, and incited to engage in the enterprise; and 
C6U Schuyler was oommissioiied by the governors GonnectKut, New York 
and Pennsylvania, to direct the eilbrts of these and of the Five Nations. 

V. Upon fikilure of the expedition^ Col. Nicholson returned to England to 
solicit further assistance, taking with him, five of the Indian sachema oi» 
the Five Nations, together vrith Col« Schuyler, whoee influence over these 



Digitized by Google 



66 HISTORY OF NEW iER8£Y. 

warlike savages was almost unbounded, it suited the ministry to make an 
exhibiiion of these sons of the forest. The court being then in mourning 
for the death of the prince of Denmark, the American kings were dressed 
in black under clothes, and their coarse and filthy blankets were exchanged for 
fksb flcarlet cloth mantleBy trimmed with gdd* A move than ordinfury flotemnity 
attanded the audience they had of her Majesty; Sir Chaitea Cottenil coo- 
ducted them m coaches to St, Jame»*s; and the Lord Chamberhnn introdaeed 
them into the royal i^maeoce, where the chief warrior and orator addiesaed 
a speech, with the customary belts of wampura; to her Majesty. 

VI. To the solicitatioas c^Cokmels Nicholson and Schayter» the ministry 
returned the most fa?oumhIe promises; but their execution was so long de- 
layed, that Nicholson resolved to attack Port Royal, with the means at his 
disposal in the colonies. With twelve ships of war and twrntv trrin'=;ports, 
having on board one regiment of maiiii'^'s, and four f^f inthjiiry, l ai.s^ d in 
New h'neland, he assailed and captnn <l rlic place, and obtained lull posses- 
sion ot Nuva Scotia, on the 5lh ofOct olH r 1710. 

VII. Lieutenant Governor ln2oldsl)y was, us we have seen, justly obnox- 
ious to the people of New York umi New Jersey, and their remonstrances, 
also, procured his removal soon afler the dismission of Cornbury. But 
before the arrival of another gofemor appointed by the cfown, the exeeotm 
powers were exercised in New Jersey, by Mr. WiiUam Finhome, one of the 
most unpopular of the council* . He was,.however, very soon superseded by 
the arrival of Brigadier G«taeral Hunter, on the 14th June, 1710, with the com- 
missioji if governor general of 'the provinces of New York and New Jersey; 

> Vill* Governor Hunter was a native of Scotland, and when a boy, was 
pot apprentice to an apothecary. But he deserted his master and entered the 
army, and being a man of wit and personal beauty, acquired the af!«vfions of 
Lady Hay, whom he aftor wards mnrriod. He had been nominated in the 
year 1707, lieutenant governor oi Virginia, under (icorge, Earl of Orkney; 
but having be*en captured by the French, in his voyage to that (xjlony, was 
carried into France. Upon his release, he was appomted to succeed Lord 
Lovelace. He was, un4urstiona.bly, a man of merit, since he enjoyed the 
intimacy of Swift, Addison, and others, distmguished for sense and learning; 
by whose interest, it is supposed, he obtained this profitable place. He min- 
ireely with the. world, and was soaoewhat. tainted by its fblBes; had. en;* 
gaging manners, blended perhaps, not unhappily, for Ids success in the pro^ 
▼ince, with a dash of original vulgarity. Hn admimstration of fen yemf 
duration, was one of almost unbroken harmony, and consequently (NPoduotive 
of scarcely aught else, worth}- of* historical notice. 

IX. He met the Assembly of New Jersey on the 6th of December, 1710; 
to whom he delivered a frank, soldierly, and acceptable speech, much in the 
spirit of his predecessor Lovelace. The session continued more than two 
month?;, during which the joint labours of the governor and House of Repre- 
sentatives were unimpeded, save by the occasional refractoriness of the ob* 
noxious council. This led the House, nothing loth, to the consideration of 
the charges which a majority of the present council had made to the Queen, 
against a former Assembly, whose vindic^ation the present House assumed 
not the less eagerly, thai iL was composed, almost vviioliy, of other indi- 
viduals.* 

They presented to governor Hunter a long memorial, in which, these 
mraibers of council, were certainly not spared. And if we may judge of 
their characters, fi^om thdr sycophancy, no terms of rqirobatioo coald 
have been too sttong. It was scarce possible for the mmions of the most' 
♦despotic and profligate court, to flatter a monarch, more than the council 

» Smith'* M. T. ^mith'* N. J. See note T. 
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ofiVew Jersey did the good Lord Lovelace, in an address, " w liich," say the 
Assembly, "for tlic peculiarity of the language, (and we might add, the un- 
intelLgibleness of tlio terms), ought never to bo forgotten." The address 
copunenced thus : Your lordship has not one virtue or more^ but a com' 
fkU aee omfUdimni qf oU perfections,''^ ^ ^ The ftddresB to the Queeoy 
purporting to be an acstof tbe council, it appears had never been formally 
oanndered before .that body, but bad been prepared at the instance- of Lord 
Cknnbnry, and wits signed by the counsellors at diflfeient times and places; and 
many of them, afterwards, becoming ashamed of its pontentSy alleged that they 
had signed it without having read it. 

In their defence, the Assembly charge upon the council an attonpt to de- 
feat their endeavours, to aid the expedition against Canada, by conspiring to 
negative the acts which they proposed for that purpose. And they allege 
such misdeeds against most of the counsellors, that we arc driven to beUeve, . 
that party spirit must have aided much in forming the accusation. Thus 
Mr. flail Is accused of extortion, ol miprisoniiig and selling the. queen's sub- 
jeius, ami "of taking up adrift several casks of liour, denying them to the 
owner, and selling them." — Mr. Sonraans of being indicted for perjury, " from 
which, by a pack'd jury he was cleared, there being too much reason to be- 
lie¥e be was justly accused, and of being a 'bankru{>t,'' who at ths time^ and 
fi>r some 3reais- past, has lived m open and avowed adulteiy in contempt of the 
laws.- They allege also, that the courts of law, in which the gentlemen of 
the council were judges,' instead of being a protection and security to her Ma- 
jesty's subjects, became their chief mvaders and destroyersr-Tbat though the 
opurts were Mden, altematdy, at Amboy and Burhngton, ^ yet the causes 
of one division were tried in the other, and juries and evidences carrifiid for 
that end;" that " the writ oCha7)eas corpus, the undoubted right, as well as 
the great privileirn of the subject, was by William Pinhorne, Esq. second 
Judge of the Supreme Court, denied to Thomas Gordon, Esq. then speaker 
of the Assembly ; and, notwithstanding the station he was in, he was kept 
fifteen hours a prisoner, until he applied by the said Pinliorne's son, an attor- 
ney atiaw; and then, not before, he was admitted to bail: that, many per- 
sons prosecuted upon informations, had been, at their excessive cliarge, 
finoed to attend, court after court, and not brought to trial, when there was 
ao evidence to ground siich infonnation on: that, the people called Quakers, 
who are by her jRiajesty, admitted to places of the most considerable trust 
within tins province, kre sometunes admitted to be evidenoes,\a8 in a capital 
case, at a Court of Oyer and Terminer, holden by Chief Justice Mompesson, 
Colonel Daniel Cose, Colonel Huddy and others, on which evidence the pri* 
soaer was condemned to be executed; and sometunes, they are reftised to 
be jurors .or evidences, either in civil or criminal cases; so that their sa&ty 
or receiving the b€?nefit of her Majesty's favour, seems not to depend i^n 
the laws or her directions, but the humours and caprices of the gentlemen 
who were judges of the court: all persons not friends to the gentk^men 
of the council, or some of them, were sure in any trial at law to suffer ; 
every thing was done in favour of those that were: justice was banish- 
ed, and trick and partiality substituted in its place: no man was secure 
m his liberty or estate; but, both, subjected to the caprices of an incon- 
siderate party of men, in power, who seemed to study nothing more than 
to make them as preearioiu as possible -that all the ^ginal copies of 
the, laws, passed in the time- of the just Lotd liovelace, iare somehow or 
ether made away with: Basse* offers to purge hhnself by his oath, that, he 

* 

* Mr. Jeremiah Basse, once deputy governor under the proprietaries of East Jersey, 
^t^ia lime, i^ecretary of state, clerk of council, and prothonotaxjr of the Supreme 
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has them not, nor knows any tiling of thoiii; aiid it may so, i or aught 
we know; but m ilus piuvmcc, wlieru he is known, it is also knowii, that, 
&w men ever believed his common conversation, and several juries httP^- 
retoed to credit his oodii* It is oerttuo, that the ■ooietary** oflke is tii» 
place these laws should have beeQ*** **It does appeal to have been theiale« 
lest of the lieutenaiit govemor aiuLhis firieiids, to destroy it, (the law appie^ 
priatiiig a^ht hundred pounds to Lcnrd Lovelsflo) for the^ liad get an aefc 
passed, which topk fKom the Lord Lovelaoe three hundied and tiiirty pounds 
of that money, and gave it^to the lieutenant governor f and two hundred and 
twenty pounds more it was given to him for the support of the govern- 
ment. Had he sent the act, made in favour of the Lord Lovelace, to the 
Queen, for her approbation or disallowance, it would not have served him, 
had her Majesty approved of it, as, in all probability, she would have done; 
but had the other gone hoir^o first, there was an expectation it might pnss, 
the Queen knowing no more about the hrst act, than that a vote i^d passed 
in favour of the Lord Lovelace." 

" We are concerned," say the Asi»cmbly in conclusion, we have so 
much reason to expose a number of persons combined to do New Jersey all 
the hurt that ties in their power* Her Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to remove Colonel Richard Ingoldsby, from being Uentenant governor, and 
we cannot, sufficiently, express our gratitude Ibr so singular a favour, and, 
especially, lor appoiniiiig, your excdiency, our goveriior : we have all the 
reason in the world to he well assured, you will not fiirget that you m hot 
subject; but will take care» that justice be duly administered to the rest of 
her subjects here; wluch can never be done while William- Pinhome, Roger 
Mompesson, Daniel Coxe, Richard Townley, Peter Sonmans, Hugh Huddy, 
William Hall, or Jeremiah Basse, Esquires, ccnitinue in places of trust, within 
this province; nor can we think our persons rir properties safe, while they 
do ; but if they are contmued, must, with OUT iaimiies, desert this province, 
and seek sumt safer place of abode.** 

These reju-e^ciitaiions are, without dou])t, liiijidy coloured ; but there must 
have been great cause for them; since sustained by the governor, they were 
attended with the desired effect; all the obnqxious counsellors being removed 
by the Queen. 

X. Msjor Sandibrd, one of.the unfortunate counsellors, who had now been 
elected a member of the Assembly^ from Bergen county,, was expelled- the 
House; it having resolved, 'Uhat any one who had agaed the fidse and 
scandalous representation of the representative body of the province, was unfit- 
to sit in the House, unless he acknowledged his fiiult,**. Which the oflhndine 
member refused to do. An address to the Queen, was, also, prepared, imd 
immediately despatched. 

Xi. Since the surrender of the government, by the prnprir taries, the ad- 
ministration of the province had been greatly embarrass^ d In tiie obstacles 
created by the requisition of oaths from the (Quaker inhabitants, who were, 
thereby, precluded from sitting on juries, and from exercising other offices. 
This gric!vance had been foitsc^en, and, in some degree, provided for, by the 
instruction of the ministers to Lord CornbLii y, directing that he should unite 
with the Assembly in passing an act, to the like efiect as that of the seventh 
and eighth of King William, entitled, " An act, that the soientti affirmation 
and dedaxatkNH .of the people, called Quakers, shall be accepted, instead of 
cath, in the usual form.** The disregard of this just and prudent provisicii, 
enabled the govermNr, Combuiry, at wUl, to adroit or reject, the sarvmoe of 
Quakers, and became one of the means by which he oppressed people. 
The House proposed to provide against similar abuses, in future, by two 
bills; one for ascertaining the qualification of jurors, and the other Ibr eub* 
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Stftutlng affirmations, for oaths, where a parly was conscientiously scrupu- 
lous in taking thorTi. But though laws, for these purposes, were subsequently 
enacted, the opposition of the council, at this time, defeated the ciYoTis of the 
Assembly. And a bill for explaining the militia law, and relieviag persons 
aggrieved thereby, met a like late. 

Xn.- Animated by his successes in Newfoundland, Colonel Nicholson 
again urged upon the ndmslxy, the leduetkm of Canadot which had been 
rtroogly reoonuneDded by the Indian chiefii, as the only e&ctual means of 
seeuring the northem ooloBies* The attempt having been resolved upon^ 
circulars were addressed to the goTemors of the norths and middle colo- 
nies» requiting them to meet -and confer with Nicholson^ and to prepare their 
respective quotas of men and provisions. Governor Hunter summoned the 
Assembly of New Jersey in July, 1711 ; and informing them that the fleet 
and army destined for this service, had arrived at Boston, demcmded that 
they should provide three hundred and sixty efrective men beside officers, 
togctlier with the means tiir tin ir subsistence and pay. The service was 
one which this, togetfujr with the northem provinces, looked upon with 
great favour. The House, therefore, promptly resolved to aid it, by appro- 
priating t\v(?lve thousand five hundred ounces of plate (dollars) in bills of 
credit, to be sunk, together with the three thousand pounds formerly appro- 
^priated, by a subsequent tax j and by measures for raising and supporting the 
requisite troops. . 

But the expedition proved most disastrous* Colond Nicholson^ under 
whom served Colonels Schuyler, Whiting, and Lugddsby, mustopBd, at Al- 
bany, two thousand colonists, one thousand Germans fim the Palatinate^ 
and one thousand of the Five Nation Indians, who oommenoed their march 
towards Canada, on the 28th of August. The troops from Boston, consisted 
of several veteran regiments of the Duke of Marlborough^s army, one bat- 
talion of marines, and two provincial regiments; amounting to six thousand 
four hundred men, commanded by BrisradifT General Hill, the brother of the 
Uueen's favourite, Mrs. Masham. They sailed on board of sixty-eight vessels, 
under convoy of Sir Hoveden Walker, the 30th of July, and arrived off the 
St. Lawrence, on the 14th of August. In ascending the river, the fleet, by the 
unskilfulness of the pilots, or the obstinacy and distrust of the admiral, was 
entangled amid rocks and islands, on the northern shore, and ran imminent 
hazard of total destruction. Eight transports, with eight hundred men, i>e- 
liihed* Upon this disaster, die sqtmdron bore away for Cape Br^n ; and the 
expedition, by the advice of a coundl of naval and military officers, was 
abandoned, <m^e ground of want of provisions, and the unpossihility of pro- 
cnring a seasonable supply. The admiral sailed directly for Bngkmd, and 
the colonial forces for New England ; whilst Colonel Nicholson, thus de- 
serted, was compelled to retreat fipom Fort George. The want of skill and 
fortitude, were eminently conspicuous in the British commanders of this en- 
terprise.* ^ 

* The nunistiy were,' generallv, censured by tho Whige for the project of this en- 
tcrprisc, and for the mpnf?T^rr^• itunen for it« execution. It was rovor laid before Par- 
Uament, though then in Bession; on acoount, as it was said, of the greater secrecy; 
Vid for the Mane reaaon the fleet wee not vietnalled at home. They relied on New 
England enpplies, and thje defeated the design; for tho ships tarried at Boston, 
until the season for attack was nast. According to Lord Harley's account, the whole 
was a contrivance of Bolingbroke, MoorOi and me Lord Chancellor Harcourt, to cheat 
the pablie of £SiO,000. The latter of theee, wae pleased to say, "No goveminent was 
WQim serving, that would not admit of such advantageous jobis." — Smith's New York, 
^ 131. From the niannor in which this and other enterprises against tlif? pos«epsions of 
Fhmcey in America, were conducted, we are ahnost prepared to agree in opinion with 

M 
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XIII. During five years, nothing worthy of historical n(jtiw, occurn^ in 
the province. The Asvsembly was occaiiiuiialiy convened, and passed such 
laws as were required. These were few and simple, relating solely to tlw 
internal policy of the colony; the peace of Utrecht, 31gt of March, 1713^ 
having put an end to hostilities between Great Britain and France, and termi- ^ 
nated a merciless war upon the Ameiicaa continent. Some leaven of the 
poUlieal sfririt, which had been engendered during the adbnaktiation of Ooii^ 
Vury , still worked, at times, among the people, and in the Aasmbly. Qoreham 
Mott, and Elisha Lawrence, members fiom Bergen, who had been of Oora* 
bory'a party, having entered on the minulee ix counoi], reasons for votiag 
agciiiist aiding the expedition to Canada, were sevetally expelled Bouse 
of which they had become members, ^fbr having arraigned the honoov 
of the r^resentative body of the province." Tlus would seem to have' 
been a party vote, scarce warranted by circumstances. In the interval, we 
have mentioned, one Assembly had been dissolved, by the demise of Qu^n 
Anne, on the 1st of August, 1714; another, by the arrival of a new com- 
mission to the governor, from her successor CTCorge 1.; and a third, by snmo 
cfiuse which is not apparent. A new Assembly was convened at Arjilx>y, 
on the 4th of April, 1716, in which there wa^ a temporary majority, 
against the late ruling party; and the party which had suffered for ad- 
hesion to Cornbury, seemed about to regain its ascendency. Col. Daniel 
Goxe was choeen Speaker, and several of the most odious membm of 
Oombury^s council, were members of the Houee. They contrived to deby 
the business of the session, until the governor, weaned by their prociMtaap 
lion, prorogued them. 

XIV. He summoned the House again, on the 1 4th of May, when nine, only, 
out of twenty-four members appeared. These a<]||ounied from day to day, Ibr 
five days, receiving no accession to their numbers. When it became appa- 
rent, that the absentees, intended by desertion to prevent the exercise of the 
legislative authority, now indisjXinsable to renew the supplies for the support 
of government, and to provide for the re-emission of the biHs of credit, the 
nine applied to the r^overnor to enforce, by somemeans^ the attendance of the 
absent membt rs. He issued writs to several of them, comnuinding their pre- 
sence, as they would answer the contrary at their peril. Four immediately 
appeared, making a majority of the House, to whom he recommended the 
choice of a new Speaker, (Col. Coxe being of the absentees), that they might 
deepaich thdr sergeant-at-arms to enforce the attendance of others, lur. Jdm 
KuMejr of Middlesex, was placed In the chair, and the Assembly proceeded 
with Its usual busmesai They also entered upon an etxaminatioii of the 
conduct of the Speaker and his associates, all of whom they expelied» in 
contempt of authority and neglect of the service of their country ; and m* 
solved that they should not sit, if returned on a new Section, during the tfan 
session. Several of such' members, however, were returned; but being re* 
jected, the electors were compelled to choose again. 

A subsof|uent session of the mmv fTovise, was holden at Crosswicks,* in 
conKjquencc of the small pox being at Burlington, at which sixteen publioand 
private bills were enacted. The next session commenced on the 8th of April, 
1718, but com i nurd a few days only; being adjourned by the governor, at 
the request of the House, to the following January, a less iuconvcnient season 
of the year; when, also, many acts were passed; among which were, one 
fi»r ascertaining the division line betwixt New Jersey and iXcw York, and 

the Swediih traveller, Kalm, that Great Britain " was not earnestly dKsposed to drive 

that po^vrr frnm the continent, preferring to rrtain it as a check npoa the fulftnilfffp 
whom, tUey foaied, would otherwise become powerful and iadepeamnt." 
• October 3d, 1716. 
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flfiotiiEir fen running the line between East and West Jersey. The commit- .r 
•oners under the jfirst act, fixed the northern station point, on the 25th July, 
1719, in latitude 41^ 40', in the manner we have already stated. But 
nothing was done under the act ibr determining the line between the East 
and West Jersey proprietors. 

XV. This was the last session of the Assembly during Governor Huntrr's 
administration. He had erown tired of his residence m America, oi- was 
called, thence, by his atiairs in Europe; expressing his intention, however, 
with his Majesty's permission, to return. He left New York on the 13th of 
July, 171 9» and on his arriyal at Xxmdon, ezdumgcd his government "with 
Willkm Burnet, Esq.* sdn of the cdetorated bishop of timt name, for hk 
offioe of eoiapttc\lesr at the eustoms. Perhaps none of the colonial governors >. 
have earned a iQore ezodleiit or more merited reputation than Brigadier ' 
Hunter* Preserving all the finnness which the dignity of his station re- 
fpindf and maintaining the royal authority in full vigour, he conciliated 
the people of both provinces, in a very remarkable degree, and obtained 
from both^ in the form of legislative resolves, the most enviable testimo* 
oials. 

The last New Jersey Assembly declared to him in their Address, " Your 
administration ha^? been a continued scries of justice and moderation, and 
from your past conduct, we dare assure ourselves of a continuation of it; 
and we will not be wanting in our endeavours to make suitable returns, both 
in providing a handsome support of the government, and of such a con- 
tUKUtion as may demonstrate to you and the world, the sense we have 
of our duty and your worth." The Legislature of New 'York addressed 
him thu»— • . 

" Sir, when we reflect upon y o u r past conduct, your just, mild, and tender 
tthninntosticio, it beighloiis the concern we have -finr your departure, and 
unkes our grief such as words cannot truly ^ress. You have governed 
well, and wisely; like a prudent magistrate — Oke an aifectionate parent;—- 
and wherever you go, and whatever- statioa the divuie Providence may 
please to assign you, our sincere desires and prayers for the happiness of 
you and yours, shal! always attend you. We have seen manv governors, 
and may see more; and as none of those who had the honour to serve in 
your station, were ever so justly fixed in the affections of the governed, so 
those to come will acquire no mean reputation, when it cnn be said of tliern, 
their conduct lias been like yours. We tliajikfullv ac(^pt the honour you 
do us, in calling yourself our countryman; give us leave, then, to desire, 
that you will not forget this as your country, and if you can, make haste to 
mm to k. But, if the service of oor sovereign wiU not admit of what we 
so earnestly desire, and his ooinmands deny .us that happiness, permit us to 
address you as our finend, and give Us your asastance; when we are oppress- 
ed with an aikniBlstraiioii the reverse of yours." 

like all other men, who have been in any way remarkable for political 
success. Governor Hunter selected his associates and agents, with much 
judgment; and instead of forcibly opposing the public will, sought, suc- 
cessfully, by gentle means, to guide it. In New Jersey, Colonel Lewis 
Morris, a popular favourite, nnd chief justiee, wn?; hi?; principal adviser; and 
in New York, he was sustained by that gentleman, and by Messrs. Rn!)prt 
Livingston, De Lancy, and others, of high character, and influence. The 
province of New Jersey gave him a salary of £600, per annum; com- 
monly, by .'lets limited to two years. The whole expense of the govern- 
ment, about £1000, per annum, was raised by a levy upon real and per- 
sonal estate^ by an excise on wines and spirituous liquors, and a duty on 
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the importation of Negro ;uul Mulatto siavos — ^the last, laid, probably, as 
much with desie:n to prohil it tlie traffic, as for the sako of revenue. Tha 
extraordinary expenses, siicli as those tor the military expeditions, were met 
by bills of credit, or loans, pa) able from the surplus of the ordinary reve- 
nue. The debt of the province at this tinie, amounled to eight thousand 
pounds. 
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CHAPTE» m 

Containing Events from the arrival of Governor Burnet, to the Death of Governor 
MoRM, 1719-1746.— I. Goremor BunMW-Notiee of his Chanuster.— If. Meets 
the AnembW— Proeeedinge.— III. P^r Currency — an Account of its Rise end 

Progress — TV. Bill proposed against denying tho Trinity, &c. — V. Governor 
Bernard removed to Massachusetts. — ^VI. Is succeeded by John Montgomery — 
Hifl AtoinietratioB.^Vn. Death of Colonel Montgomery, and Preudene^ of 
Colonel Lewis Morris — Arrival of Governor Cosby — Harmony of the Province 

during his Administration — His Death. — VHI. Presidencies of John Anderson, 
and John Hamilton, Esquires. — IX. Lewis Morris, Governor of the Province of 
New Jersey, it being separated fVom New York — Gratiiication of the Pro^inee.— 
X. He ceases to meet tho Council, in Legislation. — XI. Salaries of Officers. — 
XTI. Unpopular Condnct of Governor Morris — XUI. War with Spain — Aid 
reuuired by Great liritaiu, from the Colonies — ^ijroiiiptly atlordcd by New Jersey 
, — Further disputes between the Governor and Assembly. — XIV. Dising^enuOus 
Conduct of the Governor, relative to the Frc 7511].— XV. Opjins;r^ the viewt^ of 
the House, on tho Bill relative to the Paper Currency — on tiiat, circumscnbmg 
the Jurisdiction of tho Supreme Court. — XVI. Assembly refuse to provide for Uie 
Salaries of the Public Officers. — XVII. Effiirts at Accommodatioii--defeated by 
the discovery of tho duplicity of the Governor — Death of Governor Morris — 
John Hamilton, Esq., President.'— XVIII. Biographical Notice of Governor Mor- 
ris.— -XIX. Application made by his Widow, for arrears of Salary — refused. 

L GoveriMxr Buniet» as we haVe already observed, was a son of the eele- 
iirated Bishop Burnet, whose piety and eniditiohj but more especially, whose 
zeal and activity, for the' revolution and protestant sucoeasioii, in Great 
Biitain, has rendered his name illustrious in English story* The son was a 
man of sense and breeduig, a well read scholar, and possessed a sprightly 
and social disposition, which his devotion lo study rcstrnined from excess. 
HecherishcH, siiccnssfiiHv, tho arts of popnlnrity — had nnnn of the moroseness 
of the scholar, but was ^ay aiicJ alFable, avoiding all nlli rtation of pomp, and 
mingled freely with tiie reputable families of his f!;overnmunt, paying nrcat 
attention to the ladies, by whom he was much admired. His fortune wns 
very inconsiderable, and had been impaired by adventuring in the South 
Sea scheme; yet, he was not avaricious, nor inipur lunate, as most colonial 
governors were, with the people, for a permanent salary.* His intimacy 
with Mr. Ibmter, enabled him, before his arrival, properly to apprecaaie 
both perBons and things in the province, and thus to obtiun many of the ad- 
vantages of experience* He connecteid himself closely with Mr.' Lewis 
Itforris, and with Dr. Golden, and Mr. Alexander, men of learning, good 
moiala, and sound judgment. Mr« Hunler had recommended to him all his 
former fiiends; and i&w changes, consequently, were made in the colonial 
offices. 

TT. Governor Burnet met the Assembly of New Jersey, soon after his 
arrival. The session was short, little business was done, and the House 
being soon after dissolved, writ*' were issued for a new election. In this 
respect, the governor's policy, m Now Jersey, dillered irom that which he 

* Whether an alteration in sentiment, or instruction, or both, was the cause, 
amt be left to conjecture ; but while guvemor of Massaehnsetts Bay, hk fMmdnet 
was different; there he intiBted for several years with the greatest firnm6ie,fbr an in- 
definite support, and pursued it through the plantation board, and privy council, to 
the Parhament, when his death prevented its coming to a conciuBion." — Smith's Jfeto 
Jtrsey. 
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pursued in New York ; where he contiiiu* d the Assembly, which he found 
existins^ at his arrival, until the people, appreh^Mive that their rG{)rcspnta- 
tives ini^ht be corrupted, by executive fiivour, clamorously demanded a 

(dibisolutiuii. 

The new Assembly met early in the spring of 1721, and chose Dr. John 
Johnson, of Amboy, their Speaker. The House oonti|iued in being, during 
the whole of the admimstratioa of Govemnr Buinet, until Deoemb^t 1727; 
change::, Ixjiiig made only in the Speakers; first, oooseqnent on the iUnesi of 
Mr* Johnsoiiy when Mr* WiUiam TMnt mm ohoeen; and again <kn the deadi 
of Mr. Trent, In 17S5, when Mr* Johnson was re-eleoted** 

III* The most remarkable acts of this Assembly, were, that for the sup- 
port of government, in whidi the salary of the governor was fixed for five 
years, at £500 per annum ; and that, authorizing the issue of £40,000, in 
bills of credit, with the view, principally, of increasing the circulating 
medium of the colony. The country, an the preamble to this act sets forth, 
had been wholly drained of a metallic medium of exchaiiL^r, and was without 
any means of replenif5hment; inasmuch, as the neighbouring colonies of New 
York and Pennsylvania, to which its produce was exported, had no other 
than paper currency; and as this was not a legal tender, in the payment of 
debts, in New Jersey, liiuoli vexation and embarrassment of trade, was ])ro- 
duced. The payment of taxes was occasionally made, in broken plate, ear- 
tiiij^, and other jewels; and the IkW authoiised their payment in wheat* 

The expedient of paper cunen^ had been long since resorted to by Massih 
chusetts» N^w York, and South Oarolina;' but in these provinoee, its beliefils 
had bden decreased by the want of due provision for its redemption, and by 
over issues. In Pennsylvania, the measure waa introduced in 1723, by Go* 
vemor Keith, with signal success. New Jersey wisely adopted in the sAM 
year, the plan of the last, which preserved her currency from much deprecia- 
tion. Yet, as from the limited nature of her tmde, it was less convertible into 
gold and silver coin, than tliat of the adjacent colonies, it wrs, nt timps, at a 
discount in Philadf^lphia and New York. Small amounts liad already l)een 
issued to meet the exf^ nses of the Canadian expedition, but the bills on these 
occasions, w<Te in ibrm, treasury notes, based on the faith of the state, and 
redeemable by taxation only. ■ ^ 

Forty thousand pounds in such bills, in value from one shilling, to three 
pounds, were issued by the government to borrowers, on the pledge of plq^ 
or real estate^ at 5 per cent per anoimi* Looiuon plaiB metOttde fi>r one 
year, and on lands, lots, hciises or other vdiiable improvements, fbr twelve 
yean; the applicant deposing that the estate oflhred, was held in his owt 
light, and had not been conv^ed io him fbt the purpose of raisuig money od 
loan ibr others; and that it was free from all inomnbrance. The amount 
loaned to any individual was not less than twelve pounds ten shillings, nor 
more than one hundred pounds, unless thm*ien»ined bills in the hnndi 
of the commissioner, six months after issue; when two hundred pounds 
might be loaned, to be repaid in twelve annual instalments, with the in- 
ten st; or the whole, at any time, at the pleasure of the borrow rr. In de- 
fault of payment, for thirty days after any instalment became due, t)ie mort- 
gage was to be foreclosed. All bills thus paid in, were to be dpsf^o^•('d, or 
when prematurely paid in, to be loaned to others. The whole simi was spe- 
cifically apportioned to the counties, in whicli, loan-offic«i were established, 
under commissioners named in the act, and created a body politic. The 
bflk were made cunent Ibr twehre years; weie a legal tender in pa3rmesi 
of sH defaca and contracts, under penalty of extinction of the debt, or a flue 

* Ses Appsndiz, U. 



lOSnOBY OP NEW lERSBY. M 

for mfusal, of not less than thirty shillings, nor more than fifty pounds, as 
tk^ c<xs€ might be. Forgery of the bills was made felony, and punisliable 
with death. If, at the expiration of the term, for which they \s ere made 
current, any portion of the amount, respertively, allotted to the counties le- 
mained unpaid, the eoLiiity became respon.sible for it. 
For the Ix;Uer credit, and sooner sinking of these bills, and for the additional 
port of the government, a Lax of one tliousand pounds a year, was imposed 
ten years. Four thousand pounds of the product were appropriated to 
Ik fedflmptkHi of itelnUs of m£t fbnnerly iasued; and the interest on the 
mtmy kimd undar the act vas applied to tke amkiDg of bills, llmreby 
iMiea; and aa the interest and principal of the sums loaned, when paid in, 
would nudi mm than pay the bills, the balance was devoted to the suf^rt 
9f the government, in sudLmanner as the governor, oouncil, and Geneial Aa- 
mmUy might direct. 

In 1730, another act added twenty thousand pounds to this medium, 
uhich were made current for sixteen years; and in 1733, the act of 1723, 
ibr the issue of forty thousand pounds was renewed; the amounts being 
loaned upon the same principles as under the fu*st act, and kept in circula- 
tion by re-issues, and siil)se(]uent issues of such sums as were necessary 
to supply the place oi torn bills. All these issues were fully and duly 
pedeemed. 

An additional and iloating debt was subsequently contracted by the issue of 
bills, from time to time, to defray tlic war requisitions of the British ministry, 
ind other exigendea. This debt bore heavily upon the provbioe, aa it was 
payable solely by taaation; and the Legislature frequently sou^t rdkf bythe 
MM of nevir bills, the interest of whioh-would supply the means of ordumy 
ttjpenditurc^ and was cheerfully paid by the entei^rising and induatrioua hot-* 
mer^ whareoetved an adequate consideiatiom But the Engliah nunistij, 
Imt many years, eould not be prevailed upon to assent to this measure. At 
coe period, they rehictai^ly oopeented to the framing a bill for the issue of 
sixty thousand pounds, with condition that it should receive the sanction of 
the King; but when the bill had passed the colonial Legislature, thnt sanction 
was refused. The rfovernors ^'crc uniformly ins'tructpd to |)ass no such act, 
ual^ with a clause suspendmii its operation, until contiinied by the crown. 
In 1758, a second bill for sixty thousand pouii ls was sent for the royal ap- 
prjliation, which was rejected by the board of trade on three grounds, wivich 
obstructed the passage of every other hill of this character. 1st, That the 
Assembly reserved to itsell, not only a participation with the governor and 
eounctl, in the disposal of the money granted by the biU for his Majesty's 
mice; but, also, the right to judge of the propriety of its application. 2d, 
That the aurplue of interest from loans, alter paying a specific grant to the 
ettmn^ was appropriated to the ledenptkm of biUa before omitted, in lieu of 
tMces; and 3d, lliat the bilia of credit' were made a legal tender, in payment 
of aU debts and contracts. Without these conditions, the inhabitants of the 
jkrovince did not deeni^ the ourrency yHaih having, and with them, it could 
not be obtained ; so that no other money bills were issued for a long period* 
unless based on taxes that would redeem them in five years. 

Smmrl policy certainly required that the paper cunr'ncy shonhl be kept 
withiii narrow bounds, lest over issues should embarrass the roinnK rc<; ol the 
country with the parent state. But this danger could scarce Ki.j (Ircaded from 
the small amount required by New Jersey, anii we must look to other causes 
for the pertinacious refusals of the crown. These we shall, probal)!) , tmd in 
Ibe indej)endeiice which the colony acqunc^i by a cerUiiii and eii»y revenue, 
which it as pertinaciously resolved to keep within its own controU Repeat- 
ed attempts were raade^ by the colonial Legislature, to bend the will of the 
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King, but always without success, until the 20th of February, 1776; when 

art passed March 11th, 1774, near the close of the administration df Govei^ 
nor Franklin, authorizing the issue on loan of one hundred thousand pounds, 
and divested of aii tlie objectionai ieaturesi was ooitfirmed by the King in 
council. 

At one period the bills of New Jersey were at a discount of sixteen per 
cent., in exchange for the bills of New York, and, consequently, all contracts, 
especially, in East Jersey, were based upon the New York currency. The 
AnemUy, with' too much disregard for justice, directed, that all such con- 
tracts should be discharged, l^y paymeat of theur nomidal value in Jersey 



IV* Among the' acts proposed at the sessum ef the AssemUy, in 1721, 
was one bearing the singular title, ^it act againtt denying Ifte Dimmtif 

of our Saviour Jesua Christ, the doctrine of the blessed Trinity, the trutk 
of the Holy Scriptures, and spreading Atheistical boojcs.^* " Assemblies 
in the colonies," says Smith, " have rarely troubled themselves with these 
subjects. It, probably, arose from the governor's motion, who had a tum^ 
that way, and had, bimsr-lf, wrote a book, to unfold soine \mrt of the apoca- 
lypse.'' The bill, however, was rejected, on the second reading, in the As- 
sembly. 

V. After a harmonious administration, of nearly seren years. Governor 
Burnet \vas removed, much against his will, to the government of Massa- 
chusetts ijiiy. His marriage, in New York, had connected him with a nu- 
merous faniily there; and, besides, an universal acquaintance, he had con- 
tracted with several g^tlemen, a stru^ intimacy and fiieadship. The ^reat 
merit of his administration consisted, ui his efl^ctual oiertions to dfanipiali 
the trade of the French with the northern Indians, and to obbun it fir 
his countrymen ; and in the ereotion of fi>rts, and other means, establisfaing 
the English influence over the savages* These, were benefits, however, 
not immediat I V obvious to the public sense; and some contests with the 
Assembly of New York, caused by private dissatisfeotion, depnved him of 
that popularity, which his general conduct merited. 

" Insensible of his services, the undistinguishing multitude were taught to 
consider his removal as a fortunate event; and until the ambitious designs 
of the Frencii monarch, with respect to America, awakened attention to the 
general welfare, Mr. Burnet's administration was as little esteemed as the 
meanest of his predecessors."* 

" The excessive love of money, a disease comiuoii lo niost of his predeces- 
sors, and to some who succeeded him, was a vice from which he was entirely 
free. He sold no offices, nor attempted to raise a fiirtune by indirect means ^ 
£>r he lived ^erously, and carried scarce any thing: away with him, but 
his books. 'These, and the conversaticm of men of letters, were to him inex* 
haustible sources of delight His astronomical obsOTatbns were useful ; hot 
hy his comment on the apocalyi^, he exposed himself, as other lean^ed 
men have done, to the criticism of those who have not ability to jwiite hall 
sowell."t 

VI. John Montgromery, his successor, received from him the seals of the 
provinces of New York and New Jersey, on the loth of April, 1728. Colo- 
nel Montgomery was a Scotch gentleman, bred a soldier, hnf who, \n the 
latter years of his life, had been pp^oom of the bed chamber lo tiis Majesty, 
George the Second, before his. accession to the throne. This suitioii, and a 
seat in Parliament, had paved his way to prf frmipnt in Americii. Good 
natured, unenterprising, and fond of his eai>e, ius short adnuaistmUon of 

* bmitb'B New i ork, 172. i ibid. 173. 
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throe years, is unmarked with any event of historical interest. In 1727, 
Mm» the d^pBfture of Gofeinor Jminiet, a new Asflembly had beea etecteii 
With oetded salaries, and the means for support of government proyided Car 
mrsy the goverooTB had 'few indaoemente to invite frequent sessions the 
House. Nearly three years had elapeed between the rising of the kst, and 
the convocation of the preset Assembly; and in dread that their meetings 
might be even longer dispensed with, they passed an act providing, that, a 
General Assembly should be holden once in three years, at the least, alter- 
nately, at Burlington and Amboy ; and lest, by long contmuancc in office, the 
members should be impro[XM'ly influenced by the executive, or noose to re- 
nifeuiber their responsibility to, and cJop^'ndence upon, the people, it w as ilu fJiur 
ilirected, that, a new Assembly should Ija thenceforth chosen, trieuniaiiy, and 
Lh.it the term of the present should expire on the 25th of October, 1727. By 
thii act, the province gained a part!?il security for popular ri<^hts. And by 
anotheic, it wad itiieved from the uiuiislrous giievance of the practice, under 
which the courts compdled parties acquitted upon indictment, to pay costs 
ofprosecutiQn.* 

VII« Upon the death of Colonel Montgomery, on the 1st of July, 1781, 
the government devolved on Colonel Lewis Morris, until the Ist of August, 
17S2 ; when William Cosby, Esq. arrived, with the commission of gov^nor 
of New York and N( w Jersey, lie held these offices until his death, in 178d. 
His administration in New York was signalized by long and obstinate efMI> 
tests with the Assembly. Some difierences, appear, also, to have arisen, 
between him and the Assembly of New Jersey; the latter complaining, that, 
the council was filled with members from New York ; and the former, that, 
his maintenance had not been provided for, duriiii; a lung protracted session. 
With this exception, the harmony, which liad long prevailed, between the 
governors and Assemblies of this province, was uninterrupted during his 
adinuiibtration. 

VUL The executive power, on the demise of Grovernor Cosby, devolved, 
fiiflt, on the poeesident of the council, John. Anderson, Esq*, and on his death, 
about two weeks afterwards, upon John Hamilton, Esq*, son of Andrew Ha- 
milton, goyemor in the time of the propri^aries; who exercised it lor nearly 
two years, and until superseded by the sqppcmitment of Lewis Morris, by tiie 
crown. 

IX. The provinces of New York and New Jersey, although wholly inde- 
pendent of each other, had, uniformly, been governed by the same officer, 
since the surrender of the proprietary governments of the latter ; unless for 
short pf riods, when the government was administered by the presidents of 
tlieir respective councils. Yet, New Jersey, the smaller and less important 
territory, was treated, almost, as a dependency of her greater neighbour. 
The governor, attracted by the pleasures, and enchained by tJie business 
of the city, spent a small portion of his time in New Jersey. The chief 
officers of state were taken iruni New York, or upon their appointment, 
lemoved thither. Thus, iVIr. Alexander, the secretary of New Jersey, was a 
distinguished pnelition^ of law of New Yoric, end Mr» Morris held m offiee 
of chief justice in both colcmies ; and hence, the executive^and judicial duties, 
were fiilfilled with much difficulty, and frequently, with vexatious delays. 
At their January session, 1728, the Asisembly of New JeiBcy, petitioned the 
King, that when he should shink proper to remove the then incumbent go- 
vernor, Montgomery, he would separate the governments, and appoint a dis- 
tinct governor for each colony. The application had been in the colon in! 
flfiioe, probably, disr^M^'Bd} fiur several years, when Mr« Morris obtained 

See AppendijL, t^ifi V, for ihe names of ih» memlierp of qouacil, in 1727. 
N 
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its consideration. The lords of trade reported favound)ly upon it to CM 
privy cmincil, and Mr. Morris was so fortunate, as to reoetve m biinself, tfaa 
ooxnmission of goiremor of New Jersey, in severalty. 

This appointmeot was highly satis&ctory to the people, as weU, beoam 
the duty of the governor would be, exdusiv^y, confined to' the ookny, as 
that the officer was greatly esteemed by them. To the Assembly, which 
he first metj after his elevation, on the 27th of October, 1738, he addressed 
a long speech, in which he took full credit for the services he hod rendered 
in separating the governments, and did not leave unnoticed nor unpraised, 
th< qualities ho possessed for his station. Mis self-applause was echoed by 
t]ir Wnuse, " We are," said they, " more deeply sensible of our sovereign's 
care of us, when we consider, how exactly he has adapted the person to 
preside, to tlie nature and circumstances of this province: — a person who 
has been long distinguished and hiirbly pi-eierrefl for his profound knowledge 
of the law, and in that atution has Ijt liaved, lor a long tract of years, with 
great candour and strict impartiality ; — a person well known to ourselves, to 
be eminent for his skill in amirs of government, which we, mcue than oaoe^ 
have had experience of; and firom knowledge of .the nature and constita^ 
tion of this province, and other advantages of leajming, if his indinatioDS 
and endeavours to promote our welfare bear any proportion to his abilities, 
(which we have no reason to doubt) every way qtudified to render us a 
bappy and flourishuig people.*' 

X. ** And we cannot, they continue, " but observe with pleasure and 
thankfulness, your excellency's candour and justice, in introducing among 
us, in some measure, lliat noble economy so li!i] ii)ily mainUiined in the Legis- 
lature of our glorious mother country, by fixing the gentlemen of the council 
as a separate and distinct part of the Legislaturt;; Tor all former governors 
have presided in that House, in a legislative capacity, which, not only very 
much influenced their debates, but oilcn produced very bad cfibcts, ana 
greatly thwarted and obstructed the despatch of public business." 

This arrangement was certainly wise on the part of the governor. By it 
he reUnquiahed no power, sinoe his right of .absolute negative upon all mils 
was not unjpaired; but he avoided much trouble, and maintained more secme- 
ly, the dignity of his c^ce, which, in the debates of a legislative council, 
must often have been in danger. 

XI. With such favourable sentiments,, and with full reminiscence of their 
professions of ability, to maintain an exclusive governor, the House pro- 
ceeded, with cheerfulness, to appropriate five hundred pounds, as a compen- 
sation to Mr. Morris, for his expense and labour in procuring a separation of 
the governments, and one thousand pounds per annum, for three years, for 
his salary; together with sixty pounds a year for his house rent. They, at 
the same time, voted one hundred and fifi.y pounds \m- annum to the chief 
justice; forty pounds to the second judge; forty pounds to the treasurers of 
East and West Jersey, respectively; thirty pounds to the clerk of council ; 
twenty pounds to each of the clerks of the circuits, and eighty pounds to their 
agent in Great Britain, whom they had a short time before appointed. 

Unhappily, this good understanding did not long continue.. The governor 
whose ardent, restless, and persevering temper, when engaged on the part 
of the people, had gained him great popularity, was now as little disposed to 
yield his lightest opinions to their wishes, as he formerly bad been, to sub- 
mit to the executive will. And such was the estimate of his own merita^ 
that, although, he had now received double the salary allowed to former go- 
vernors, and a considerable gratuity, informed the Assembly that he 
accepted their grants only as an earnest ot' what he expected and deserved: 
and he wantonly forbade the treasurer to pay them their wages, although 
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dniy rrranted, and certified according to law. Flatteml by the deference, 
wljicii imd ijitiierto been paid iiirn, and roniidf nt in his political .si<ill and 
experience, which he hold to be, incomparably, i!;reater than that, of any 
other person in his province, he was surprised and oticndcd, at the prcsump- 
faaa of the Assembly, when it proposed measures which he did not approve, 
and attained ends wfaicfa he himself sought, by some unimportant variation 
firom the patii he indicated. Passionately fond of argumentation, hia addresses 
to the House were, at times, political lectures, delivered with all the airs of 
superiority, which ba suj^DoiBed his station, and greater intellect warranted ; 
and at other times, revilings, alike unworthy of him and the House. He 
fleeted several important bills, passed by the Assembly, and to their com* 
plaints of the inexpediency of this conduct, objected his power, as a consti- 
tuent portion of the Legislature to exercise his veto, without question; whilst 
he denied, practically, to the House, a similar right. And thus, although he 
proposed do tyrannical or unlawful measures, he defeated, by his opinionated 
obstinacy, several beneficial bills; harassed the Legislature by repeated ad« 
jouriiTiients, prorogations, and dissolutions ; and became, with the exception of 
Cornbui V , the most obnoxious governor who liad, m this province, licld a com- 
mission under the crown. During the early years of his administration, few 
in sta nc e s of this captious temper occur. The mostroemCMrable <me, was in 
granting aid to a nulitary expedition against the Spanish West Indies. 

XU. A misunderstanding had arisen, in the year 1737, between Great 
Britain and Spain, on account of injuries'alleged to have been done, to the 
English logwood cutters at Campeachy, and salt gatherers at Tortugas. 
The Spaniards, not only denied them the privileges they exercised, but 
daimed, and used with insolence and cruelty, the right to search English 
vessels, for contraband goods; of which, large quantities were introduced 
into their colonies. Open war was, for a while, delayed, by a convention, 
extremely unpopular in England, concluded in January, 1738; but which, 
not having been observed by Spain, letters of marqu(^ and reprisal were 
issued by Great Britain, and general preparations were made for war; 
which was liiiMlly declared, on the 2.3d of October, 1739. A fleet, under 
Admiral Veniua, having on board a body of troops, under Charles, Lord 
Cathcart, was despatched against the Spanish islands, and aid was required 
from the sef oral British cdcHues. 

The province of New Jersey showed the same alacrity, upon this, as upon 
dher like occasions ; promptly passing a bill for raising, transporting, and 
victualling her quota of troops; but, some of its details were unsatisfactory 
to Governor Morris, and he delayed his assent to the bill. Having despatch- 
ed all other business before them, the House be^d bis excellency, to in- 
form them, when he would permit them to return to their homes. To this 
reasonable request, he sullenly replied, " When I think fit and he kept 
the representatives of the people, hansn'ng upon his will, from day to day, 
from the 25th to the dlst of July, beifore he sanctioned their bills, and pro- , 
rogued them. 

XIII. This treatment, justly, gave offence, which was heightened by his , 
retiisal at subsequent sessions, to concur in several bills deemed essential to 
the welfare of the province, by the House; and by his pertinacious demand 
for some luiwelcome modification of the existing militia law. The fees ^f 
the various officers of the colony were not pr^s^bed by law, but regulated 
b^ the governor and coundl; and were, frequently, exorbitant and oppres* 
«fe* A fee bill was, at lenj^, proposed by the Assembly, but long resisted by 
the council and governor, and finally passed, on the 21st of October, 1748» 
with a clause suspending its operation, until his Majesty ^s pleasure in rela- 
&m thereto, should be known. When the sense of the several branches 
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of the Legislature, had thus Im^n obtained, the Asserftbly, verv rational i v. 
inferred, that the inchoate law supplied a more satisfactory rule, than the 
will of the executive; and on the 5th of December, resolved, that, it ought to 
have due weight with the judges and all others concerned, aiid, to govern' 
their practice, until the royal pleasure should be declared. This expression 
of opinion, awakened the indignation of the governor, who sternly demand- 
ed. By what authority the House ordered an act, not inr finoe, to be pHttted 
8B a rule ibr the gorenmnent of the people t«*<-or indeed, any act? And that, 
if they had, or pret^vM to have, such authority, they would let him kiMW 
whence they derived it, and how they came by it, that his* Majesty might bi^ 
informed of it.'* In reply to these queries, the House resolved, " That as 
they had only given their opiniod'of an act, which had passed the thiee 
branches of the Legislature here, and had not assumed to themselves, any 
unwarrantable anthority, they think thf^msf^lvos not acrountable for that 
opinion; and that it is not consistent witii tlie honour nnd dignity of the 
House, and the trust reposed in them, to pivc nny further answer." And 
though the governor prohibited them from ])nntuig rim act, it was publislifd 
with votes of the Assembly. Noiwiihstandinij; the grtvrmnr had sanctioned 
the law, and thereby concurred in opinion, with the Asst irii»ly, and the peo- 
ple, in the adequacy of the fees which it prescribed, he, with great duplicity, 
repiesented to the ministry, that they were soinooiisiderable, that no persons 
of character or xeputation, eated to accept of employments, hi the several 
courts of judicature; and the refusal of the royal assent to tiie Mil, waft 
delayed, only, by the exertions of Richard Partridge, Blqi, the pro^dol 

agent, at courts 

XIV. There were three other measures which flie people Were desiratis tb' 
efibct. Ist. The renewal of the act, maldng current forty thou^nd pounds^- 

in bills of credit, which was approaching its term ; 2d. An act to oblige the 
several sheriffs of the colony, to give security for the faithful performance of 
their duties, which liad b<)come highly necessary, from the improvident ap 
pointments of the executive ; and, 8d. An act to prevent actions for sniJiIl 
amounts, in the Supreme Cuuri. All of which, whilst productive of the 
public weal, would impair the influence, and lessen the power, of the go- 
vernor. 

The interest on the hills of credit, loan^, as we have already observed, 
supplied the treasury with ample fbnds, (br the suppoift of government, with- 
out resort to, taxation, unless upon special oocasioiis, ahd rendered tiid As* 
Mobly in a measure independent of ^e governor. A clause in the act mads 
a general appropriation of the mterest to the support of goiremment, but as 
spedal acts were, from time to time, requisite to allot to the several officers, 
mdk portions as the Assembly deemed proper, the amount and duration of 
their salaries, dpppuded on the pleasure of the Assembly. A full treasury, 
beyond the control of the executive, was reprobated as a mean of strength- 
ening the people, both by the governors in Amrricn, and the ministers of the 
crown; and both desired, that specific and exhausting appropriations, should 
be made of the revenue, by the act which created it, which would, besides 
stripping the Assembly of its power, make the executive indep< ri If nt of its 
pleasure, for the term assigned, to the currency of thfe bills. In a word, the 
executive department was indisposed to contini^e an acknowledged benefit to 
the people, unless it reoeitod, in payment, what it deemed its full value. ' 

Under the pretenee^ thereibw, that the colonial' bills of credit had been i» 
jadtm to English commerce, th6 rojal instniCliottB Ibrbade the respectfte 
governors to assent to any act, for issuing such billS) without a clause sus* 
pending its eilect, until the act had been sppvoved by thi^ King. Bkih tini 
prohibition having been disregaided, a hill wa^ about this tikiie^ inhmuM 
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into Parliament, makmg it unlawful for any governor, to assent to any act^ 
whereby paper bills of credit should be made, or the time hmited, for th0 
sinkijjf^ of them, protracted; and requiring, that all subeisting bilis, should 
be sunk and destroyed, according to the tenor of the acts creating them. 
The Assembly of New Jersey prepared their bill, with the suspending 
dausC) yet the governor refllfled to sanction it, or more properly speakmg, ^ 
iaflnancM the cowicfl to te^me their eoncumnoe; whilst be remcnwHitad 
1^ the Hoasei da llie imsMoiiabte&eM of dwir bill, pandins thai be^M 
P^tfliitmeBt, The tftie cause of his qipositioay was, that & Assembly 
would not ftc the sfllades of the dffioers, a term coooutrsnt with that of 
the bills. 

Hie refusal of the govemof end council to confine the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court, to actions in which the sum demanded exceeded fiileeBv 
pounds, had a selfishness so naked, that they should have blushed to observe it. 
Thp compensation of the justices was partly dependent upon fees; hence, it 
became, indeed, the part oi' a judge to enlarge his jurisdiction,''' to protract 
the pleadings, and to mcrease litigation. The chief justice, Robert Hunter 
Morris, son of the governor, was a member of council, and his fees would, 
obviously, be diminished by the limitation. 

XV. Justly irriLated by these scarce gauze-covered attempts, to make the 
oommoDivealth a productive estate, regardless of the public weal, the Assam* 
Uy lesolTed, il6 apply lor diilbfioei to the passkm that oppressed diem; and 
by widdiolding tte salaries of th6 officers) to make them ieel» that, eren m a> 
pBQluihiary point of vieW) CCllcetlflidfi to the popular will wouhl he more fsroiSt* 
able than resistance. Between October, 174§, and April, 1745, three housea 
hfcd been dissolved by the govsmorf each of which had giten him disiiiiotly 

ttnddrstaad, that, they would pass no act for the support of government^ 
unless, concurtOitiy, With the bills above-mentioned. In considering this 
o^er, the governor ill' hii addiMi to the House, sitting at Amboy, in Aprils 

1745, observed — 

" The kings of England have, from time to tirrte, immemorial, refused 
iheir assent to many bills passed by botli Lords and Commons, without as- 
sigoing any reason for their so domg ; and so have the Lords to bills passed 
by the Commons, though perhaps not so often ; and if it may be lawful to 
compare small things witii great, should the House of Commons deny to 
support the government, and assign these refusals as a reason for their 
denial, as ia done here, and appeal to the populace upon it ; or, in an addtes% 
propose to the King to pass UiCir bills previous to their granting the suppott 
of governmettti could it bear a milder constnictiDn, than an attSnpt to aMw 
the Coustitiitionl And is it less ao here? 

**I believe, with some reason, that the House was ashamed of that ridiou* 
IflOs proposal of pasSmg their bills, previous to their granting the support of 
government ; and was willmg for their sakes to forget it, and let it dr^ into 
the oblivion it deserved; but, since the late House have thought fit to men- 
tion it, on the particular occasion they have done, I shall sav a few words to 
•t. And, first, it is known to all, and themselves, iii particular; that the 
money in the treasury is epp nntcd ibr the sujiport oi government, and ap-* 
propriated for that purpose ; and all that they have to do in it is, to agree 
with the council and myself, what quantity of it should be applied to that 
Use ; and the council could, with equal propriety, have made the same pro^ 
pdsal, to pass their bills, that is, the bills of the proposers, previous to their 
Itating theii support. I thought, that, What I had said, wlieft tUneX proposal 
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was made, and the bills I then passed, left no room for a second mention of 
it; hut since they have done it, on the occasion, they did, and thereby seem 
to iiuinuate ta the populace, tluit my passing of tb^ bills, is a condition on 
mj party to be complied with, befoie tbey will agree to the support of the 
govenuaoent, I take leave to eay, that what they call a proposal, I eMeem a 
V inost uninaiuierly threat, that, they would not support the govenunent at all, 
unless I passed all their bills, before they did it; and then would support it, 
as they thought fit: To which, I say, lliat I will assent to none of the bills 
passed by the Assembly, unless first nssented to by the counOil, and I ap- 
prove them: But not even then — if 1 think such not very neeessary, unless 
sufficient provision be made for the support of the government, previous to 
the passing of any bill, by me. And this, gentlemen, 1 desire you to take 
notice of, and govern yourselves accordingly." 

To this assertion of the governor's determination, the House, amonfy other 
things, replied. " As we met your excellency at this time, determined, as 
in duty to his Majesty, wc arc bound, to support his government, so we enter- 
tained hopes that we might at least, have been encouraged to proceed in pre- 
paring some bills we think very necessary; and moeh wanted by the people, 
whom we represent. But, since your excffiency hath been pleased to assure 
us^ that you will ass^ to none of the bills passed by the Aasembly* miless 
first assented to by the council, and you approve of toem; hut not even then, 
if you think such hill not very necessary, unless a sufficient pioyision be* 
made fbr the impport of government, previous to the passing of 4my bUl by 
you; and this you have ree<HQm«ided to our particular notice, to govern our- 
^Ives accordingly, it gives us some concern to be thus almost, peremptorily, 
precluded from proposing such till?: ns we should think very necessary; but 
we know this is a power, your exceijericy can make use of, to check our 
proceedings. We shall, therefore, according to your prescription, defer such 
bills until some more favoiurabie opportunity, when reasojp and argument may 
have greater influence." 

Urged by the necessity, so far as it regarded the crown, of preserving, at 
least, the appearance of providing for the support of government, the House 
presented to the govenUNr and ooundl, a bill for granting less than half the 
usual sums, which was of course rejected. 

At'kngth, afier several adjouimnents, and moie than a year's delay, the 
Aesenibly declared, that notwithstanding all the foregoing treatment, they 
were still Ibnd of an accommodation, and sdicited his excellency for twp or. 
three laws whiph the country have very much at. heart; and they informed 
kini, that they would willingly support the govemnmt with .salaries as 
large as had been given during his administration, on condition, that they 
could obtain those acts that would enable them to do it in a manner they 
could approve of; — but this could not bo done. They therefore begged leave 
to be plain with his excellency, and hoped that he would not take it amiss, 
that they are so; they are now willing (if his excellency and counril think 
fit,) to pass the bills which they passed at the last meeting over again, but as 
• tiiey are liLscouragcd from giving so large a support, as they would willingly 
have done, they are determined to assent to no longer applications, than what 
in the late meeting they assented to, until they can have an assurance of 
otaining some acts th^ think they have a right to, and very necessary 
to enable the colony so to do." From this detennmatioii, the House did not 
depart, and the governor equally unyieldmg, though in very had health, 
prorogued them m>m tune to tune, twice to Trenton, that they miglit be near 
Ms rmlenoe of Kingsbury; and, at length, aAer another year of fruitless 
alteioation, dissolved them* . - 
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XVI» But} the appeal to the people, by the convocation of « new AasemUyj 
did not relieve the governor* The constituents of the former House univer- 
aally approved their conduct, and the same members were re-elected, two 
ooly excepted. The governor's infirmities increasing, the Assembly met at 
Tienten, on the 26th of February, 1746. Both parties had now become 
heartily weary of the unprofitable contention, and were disposed to unite by 
sacrificing a part of their respective wishes. This desirable compronnise was 
induced partly by the war, in which the empire was engaged with France 
and 8[)ciin, and the dangers dreaded to the state from the ix beliion in England 
in iavour of tlie Pretender. Th^sc circumstances served as a pretext, if they 
were not the reason, for accoiinnodation. The leaders of the Assembly agreed 
to pass the militia law, desired by his cxcelleiicy, and lie engaged to concur 
in their bills for th(j paper currency, the; requiring security from sheriffs, and 
cuitailing the jurijidiction of the ISuprenie Court — ii being well understood, 
that the support of government should be provided for, as liberally as here- 
tofore* These bilb were all duly approved by the Assembly, and coondl, 
and awaited only the signature of the governor, to become laws; but that for 
the support of government, had not yet passed the House. The governor 
xdused his assent to those before him, untU the supply bill should also be pre- 
sented., . Neither party had confidence in the.other; and it soon became ap- 
jMiirent, that the distrust of the House was but too well foundetk For at tins 
period, they received a communication from the provincial agent at London, 
informing that the fee-bill was about to be defeated, by the representations of 
the governor, notwithstanding he hnd given it his official sanction,* and it 
was subsequently disapproved by ilir Iving. No reliance tlK^-cfbre, could be 
placed in the success of their money bill, ev(^n when approved by all the 
branches of tlic Legislature ; sincjR I he governor might, and prol)ably would 
use his endeavours, succe.sstully, uiKkn- the suspending clause to prevent the 
royal approbation. The liouiie rcisolved, therel'orc, whilst adhering to the 
. letter and spirit of the agreement for accommodation, and providing, as usual, 
ftr the compensation of the other ofiioers, to make the governor's salary de- 
pend upon his good faith, and upon the final passage of tfadr money bill, by 
the King. 

XVU. With this view, a committee of the House informed him, that they 
were willing, upon giving his assent to the bills now before him, to vole to tM 
^sbomiander-in-chief for the time being, five hundred pounds per annum, for tiv9 
years, to commence the 23d of S^tember, 1744, and to end 23d of Septem> 
ber, 1746; which, with the other salaries, should be paid out of the money 
then in the treasury. And as a grateful acknowledgment to his Majesty, 
and his excellency, for the bf^nofits they hoped the colony would receive from 
such bills, thoy further assured him, that, provision should Ijc made in the bill, 
for the support of government, for the payment of one thousand pounds to 
him or his representatives, out of the first interest money, arising from the 
act making current the bills of credit, wh(in his Majesty's assent should be 
had thereto. With these conditions, the governor refused compliance and 
prorogued the House until the following day. The eflect of prorogation was to 
pot an end to all business before the House, and oblige them to recommence 
ibdr labours. It had been repeatedly tried without any good effect, and was 
pobably resorted to on this oooaaon, that the governor, whose -illness daily 
increased, and incapacitated him for business, nught obtain a short respite finom 
a vexatious dispute. The House convened on the prorogation, and authorized 
the speaker, and any two members, to meet and adjourn from day to day. 

On the 21st of May, 1746, Governor Morris, after a severe illness, of 
more than two years, died at Kingsbury, near Trenton. By his death, the 
office of governop devolved upon John Hamilton, Esq., the eldest member 
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of ootincil, AH Uw bills which had been so obnoadoNt to hiiii« were passed 
in Bebruary, 1748, by Governor Belcher, without hoeilatiop. The ohaniF 
pkMis of the Assembly, in their long CQOlestfi with the governor appear to hafe 
been Mr. Richard Smith, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. NeviUe, and Mr* £atoo* 

XVUL The family of Mr* Morris, which for more than a century ex- 
ercised a controlling influence over the political events of New York, and 
New Jersey, was derived rrf>m Richard Morris; who, wearied with the un- 
settled condition of affairs in England, consequent on the wars of Crom- 
well, in whose armies he is said to have been a distinguished leader, 
turned his views to America, and came over first to tlie West ImJics^, ami 
shortly after to New York. He purchased an estate ne^r Haerlem, ten nules 
from tiie city, containing more than three thousand acres of land, which by 
the original grant was endowed with manorial privileges, and called Morris- 
ania< Richard died in 1678, leaving an only son, Lewis, the subject of our 
atory, an infent and an oiphan, his mother having died a few years befine 
his Mither. Thus destitute, he became the ward the colonial govemmeiil, 
which appointed a guardian to his person and estate. Soon ail^, however, 
his uncle, Lewis Morris, arrived from Barbadocs, and settling at MonrisaDia, 
look his nephew in charge, and finally made him heir to his fi>rtune. The 
early years of the nephew, were wild aind erratic* On one occasion, having 
committed some folly, or extravagance, displeasing to his uncle, he strolled 
to the southern colonies, and thence to the West Indies, where he maintained 
himself some time, as a scrivener, tlo soon fired of his vagaries, and re- 
turned to liis vmcle, by whom he was kindly received. Ambitious, and pos- 
sessed of luucii intellectual power, he entered, at an early agf", upon a public 
career; and though, iiid )!< nt in the management of his private affairs, the 
love of power, rendered Inm active in those of a poliUcal nature. In New 
Jersey, he distinguished hiiiiseli' in the service of the proprietaries and th<5 
Assembly; and by the latter was employed to draw up their qomplsint 
against Lord Corabury, and made the bearer of it, to the Queen. No man 
in the colony equalled him in the knowledge of the law, and the arts of ia^ 
tiigue» Be was one of the coundi of the cdony, and judge of the Supreme 
Court, in 1692. Upon the surrender of the government, to Queen Aime, in 
170;^, he was named as governor^ before £e appointment was conferred 
upon Combury. He was several years ehief justice of New York, and a 
member of Assembly;— was second counsellor, named in Cornbury's in- 
stnictions; but was suspended by him, in 1704; restored by the Queen, 
and stispeiKjed a second time, in the same year. lie was a menibcu' of the 
Assembly, in 1707, and was reappointed to the council in 1708, from which 
he was again removed, by Lieutenant-Governor Ini:<ilds})y, in 1700, but 
rc;appointed in 1710, where he continued, until made gov nun-j iii 17tk). 
The love of power wad his ruling passiuii. Unable to gratliy it, as a parti- 
san of the governor, he became a leader of the people; and as their power 
was his, contended strenuously, for its preservation and enlargement; but 
when that power was opposed to his will, he w^ ndt less active to contral 
and abridge it» There was nothing in his conduct or diaiaoter, to sepanie 
him Scorn the herd of politicians, who throw themselves into the public arena, 
like gladiators, to obtain by combat, with eai4 other, their daily bread, and 
H few shouts of i^plausc, from the s[>ectators; the memor\ of which, en- 
dures, scarce longer than their reverberation* In his early life, he lenderod 
scale service to £he colony, for which it was gratefid; and his name, borne 
by one of the counties of the State, will attest, that he ^vns, once, a popular 
favourite. In private life, he was highly respectable, and happy. Inherit- 
ing a lar^f^ f^state, and free from avarice, he was not tempted to increase it, 
by indirect means, blessed with the aiibctiji;in8 of an amiable wi£), he be- 
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came the father of a large iamily of children^ many of whom, lie lived to see 

successfully settled.* 

XIX. Ilis widow applied, soon after his death, to the Legislature, for the 
payment of what she terni(?d tlie arrears of his salary, at the rate of one 
thousand pounds, per annum, for nearly two yeare; and the Assembly 
having rejected her petition, she solicited the interference of the lords com- 
missioners for trade and plantations. Tiiai Board instructed Qovernor 
Belcher, in November, 1748, to recommend, in the most earnest manner, to 
the Assembly, to make piovkioQ fat the speedy payment of auofa^ aneam— 
declaring, that they eaxnestly interested themselves in behalf of the pedtioner* 
as the salary was represented to them to have been withheld, merely an 
account of his adherence to bis duty, and obedience to the direction of the 
board. When this subject was thus brought before the Assembly, for con- 
sideratioii, they replied, by a long enumeration of the political sins of the 
late governor ; and for those causes, trusted that Governor Belcher would 
deem their conduct just and reasonable. " But," they continued, to put 
the matter beyond dispute, although Governor Morris, in his life time, did, 
and his executors, now, do, insist upon paym' nf of what some are pleased 
to term arrears, yet the House have his own opinion in a similar case, to 
justify their not allowing them:" — (Alluding to the case of Lord Cornbury, 
in which, Mr. Morris had taken, as a member of the Legislature, the present 
ground of the House.) ** The subject," the Assembly further urged, " was 
so universally disliked in the colony, that there is none except those who aie 
immediately concerned, in point of interest, or particularly, influenced by 
those who are, will say one word in its fiivour* And it is altogether un- 
likely, diat, any Assembly in the colony « would look upon that to be a just 
debt, or apply any money fi>r the discharge thereof; and that they could 
Bot conceive, that flntiier recommendation of it, would be advantageous to 
the eiectttors.^ 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



Oomprebendinff Events fi*om the death of Governor Morris to the death of Ooveraof 
Meher— nom 1746 to 1757. — I. War with Fraace — Proposal of Governor Shirlej 
to attack the Frencli Settlements, at Cape Hrpton — Nevi- Jersey votes two thoo- 
sand Pounds for the Service — Favourable retiuU of the Kxpedition. — U. Proposed 
attack on Canada — New Jenev Regiment rused and placed under the eommaiid 
of Colonel Philip Schuyler— March for Albany — ^Threatened Mutiny. — III. Plan 
of tlie proposed Campaign. — IV. Treaty of Peace. — V. Death of Prp??ident Ha- 
milton — Devolvement of the Government on President Reading — Arrival of Go- 
▼eraer Belcher — Hit Character. — ^VI. Yezattona arising from the HfisalMrthtowii 
Claims under Indian Grants — the Assembly disposed to palliate the Conduct of 
tlw Rioters — Repreecntation of the Council of Proprietors — their <rrievou8 Cbarflre 
•H^ainst tho MemWs of Assembly, in a Petitjioa to the King-— the House tracsmitA 
a eounter Petition— Disimrennous eonduct' of the Hoiieei<— VII. Die^tee i^hiiive 
to the " Quota Bill." — VnT. TTostilo jirocoedinirs (jf the French in America. — IX. 
Difference between the French and Eii^lisli, in tfioir mode of rnllivntinir Tndinn 
favour. — X. Efforts of tijo l^ rench to occupy ilic English Land^. — XI. Exjiedi- 
tion of emerge Washington to Fort Venango. — XII. Measures of the English 
Government to resist French encroachments. — XIII. Convention of the Colo- 
nies — Plan of Union proposed by Dr. Franklin — Condemned by New Jersey- 
Military E.xpedition of Lieutenant Colonel Washington — is captured by the 
French under De Villieie.^XIV. fUtensive military Preparations of Great 
Britain. — XV. Measures of New Jersey.— XVI. Arrival of Major General Brad- 
dock. — XVII. Convention of Governors to determine the Plao of the Campaiini. 
XVin. Acquiflttions in ffova Beotia— Crnel treatment of the Neutrals.- XuC 
Mew Jersey raises a Regiment for the Northern Expedition — Mr. Philip Schiiylil 
named Colonel. — XX. Mart li nf General Braddock on the Western Expedition— 
Fastidiooanees and {'resmu^tiou of the General — is attacked and defeated. — 
XXI. Univeraal Consternation on tiiie Defeat<r-Govemor Belcher ettrnmoas the 
jUe^alature — Inroads and Cruelties of the Indians — the Inhabitants of New Jerwy 

£*ve aid to thone of Pennsylvania. — XXII. Success of the Northern Expedition — 
XIII. Provision a^nst the Attack Qf the French and Indiana*. — XXIV. Plans 
proposed for the Campaign of 1756— Exertions of the Colcmies.— XXV. War 
formally declared between Great Britain and France. — XXVI. General Shirley 
removed from the euj^rcme rninnnind — General AberiTornbio, and, snhspqiientlvi 
Lord Loudon appointed. — XXVii. Suspension of Indian ilostiiiLies. — XXVIu. 
Sluggish military Efforts of the Eoj^sh-^Success of the French in the Nortib— 
Capture of part of tho Jersey Regiment, with Colonel Schuyler, at Oswego — 
Disastrous termination of the Campaign. — XXIX. Renewal of Indian Barbari- 
ties. — ^XXX. Military Requisitions of Lord Loudon — New Jersey refuses to raxse 
more than five hundred Men. — XXXI. Unsuccessful attempt of Lord Loudon on 
LouisbuffT — XXXII. Success of Montcalm — New Jersey prepares to raise four 
thousand Men — the remainder of the Jeriey Regiment captured by the Enemy.— 
XXXIII. Death of GoTemor Belcher— Biographical Notice of.— XXXIV. John 
- Reading, President 

masked war fiad been, for some time, carried on between France 
and Great Britain; and hostilities were openly declared by the fi^rmer, on 
the 20th, and by the latter, on the 24th of March, 1744. In the spring of 
1745, Governor Shirley, of Massachusetts, having conceived the design of 
attacking the French settlements at Cape Breton, and the conquest of Louis* 
burg, the capital, endeavoured to enlist the other colonies in the enterprise. 
The capture of this place was greatly desirable, inasmuch as it was tha 
largest and most commodious position of the French in America ; affindiil^ 
saff^ hnrbonrnge f<jr tlioir largest ves^rlp:, and ?i rendezvous for their num^ 
xom privateers, now infesting the western shores of the Atlantic* As tha 
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dreign originated with the proplr of New Eiif^lanfl, and had not been snnc- 
tioued by the crown, Commodore Warren, the English comn)andant on the 
American station, declined to join Shirley in the n!ia< k. The Legislature of 
New Jereey, to whoni the plan was not cominunicated before the expedition 
liad sailed, also, declined to aid it ; because there was not a single vessel in 
the service of the province, nor a ship belonging to private owners, that was 
fit to sea; and becaufe the aiped^o not faanng repeired tbe approbatkm 
of the King, might dimnoert the measures of the minifltry. But when the 
Horn wee, soon aiterw&rdci, injfonned» that the siei^ of iJouisburg was ear* 
leady prosecuted with his Majesty's consent, they unanimously ¥Oled two 
thousand pounds of the interest msney, then in tlie treasury, ibr his lia* 
jesty'sserfioe, to be transmitted, in provisions, to General Shirley. 

The plan, when cominunicated to the British government, had been 
warmly approved. Warren was commanded to repair to Boston, and to 
render all possible uifl to the views of *Shirley. He did not nrrive, however, 
until af^er the provincuil fleet had sailed, with six thousand men, under the 
oomnmnd oi'iVIr. Pepperel, a trader of Piscataqua. The result of thp enter- 
prise was highly honourable to ita projectors and executors. The town sur- 
rendered after two months' siege, during which, the provincial forces dis- 
played courage, activity, and fortitude, that would have distinguished veteran 
tiQopa* The English historians have, shamefiiUy, endeavoured to strip the 
ooloDieB of this early trophy of their spirit and capacity. SmoUet makes an 
ttpavocal statement of the facts, by which Warren is brought on the scene, 
before the departure! of the provincial ixtxipm £tom Boston $ when, in truth, 
they sailed without any expectation of his assistance, having a knowledge of 
bis refusal to join them* The Engheh ministry, thongh sufficiently forward 
to sustain the exclusive pretensions of their officers, was compelled by the 
inerits of the provincials, to distmguish their, leader, Peppecei, and to reward 
him with a h?ironetcy of Great Britain. 

11. The ministry, havuig resolved to attempt tho conrjuost of Canada, by 
a combined Euro|Xian and colonial force, coniujuiucated their instructions 
to the provincial governors, at the close of the moiuh of May, 1746. Presi- 
dent Hamilton laid them l)efore the Assembl y oi' New Jersey, on the i2th of 
Jooe. The House resolved to raise and equip five hundred men for this ser- 
vice; for facilitating which, they ofifered to the recruit, six pounds bounty. So 
popular was iJbe ^terpriae, that, in leas than two montlu, six htmdred and sixty 
McfieiedtheowrivesfbrenliEtoMent* Prom these, five companies were fbrm- 
«l> and put at the charge of this pfovince, and a sixth was transferred to the 
quota of New York. These troops, under the command of Colonel Philip 
Schuyler, reached the appoitrted rendezvous at Albany, on the dd of Sep- 
tember ; where,' the proposed mvasion of the French provinces having been 
abandoned, in consequence of the failure of the supply of forces from Eng- 
land, they remained until the autumn of the next v^nr, serving to overnwe 
the Indians, and to protect the frontier. The pav r remised by the crown, 
was tardily remitted, and the troops, at the rendezvous, became impatient 
of the delay. In April, 1747, tlic Jprsey companies miitinied, and resolved 
to go off, with their arms and baggage, unless their arrears were paid up. 
To avert this evil, Colonel Schuyler despatched an express to President Ha- 
aalton, with an accoimt of the disposition of the troops. The president re- 
Mnneaded, to tiie Assembly, to provide finr die pay, but the liouse having 
ttfmled more than twenty thousand pounds in equipping, transporting, 
ana yictualling the detachment, declined to make further appropriations; 
ittd it was detained in aervioe duefiy by the geiieroiui aid of the colonel, 
i%e sttpplisd the wants of the soldiers; advaiMing many thooaand poonda 
ftom his privfrte funds* 
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III. Tho propo«:ed attack on the French possessions, ori^mated with Go- 
vernor Shirley, whose solicitations, enforced by the brilliant success at 
Loiiisbiirg, prevailed on the ministry to undertake it. A squadron of ships 
of war, having on board a bo<iy of land forces, commanded by Sir John St. 
Clair, was, as early as the season would admit, to join the troops of New 
England, at Luuisburg; whence they were to procseed by tlie St. Lawrence, 
to Quebec. The troops IVom New York, and from the more southern pro- 
vinoest. were to be ocdkcted at Allnxiy, aiMl to much liience against Orowii 
Point and Mootreal* This- plan, so &r as it dmnded upon tfae colonies, 
was executed with promptness and alai^ty. The men were raised, and 
waited, impatiently, for employment ; bat neither i^neral, troops, nor orders 
a^ived from Bnghuad; and the provincifli ilbms continued in a state of in- 
activi^, until the ensuing autumn, when thejr were disbanded. This affair 
was one of the thousand instances of incapacity and misrule, which the 
parent state inflicted upon her dependant American progeny. 

IV. No further material transactions took place in America during the 
war. Preliminary articles of peace were signed on the 30th of April; but 
hostilities continued in Europe and on the ocean, until Octolier, 1748 ; when 
the definitive treaty was executed, at Aix-la-Chapelle; in whicli ihc great object 
of the war was wholly disregarded, the right of the British to navigate the 
American seas, free from search, being unnoticed. The Island of Cape 
Breton, with Louisburg, its capital, so dearly purchased by provincial Uood 
and treasure, was given up under the stipuhUion, that allconqueslcrehoifld 
be restored; mi & Americans'had great cause. td condemn the indiflerenoe 
or ignorance, which eoEpomA them to faturs vexx^&sm and renewed hostilities, 
by neglecting to ascertain the boundaries of the French and En^ish territo- 
ries on the American continent. 

V. President Hamilton, whose heahh was in a very precariniis state, when 
the government devolved upon him, died about midsummer, 1747 ; and was 
sucreedod by John Reading, Esq., the next eldest counsellor, who was soon 
afterwards displaced by Jonathan Belcher, Esq., appointed governor, by 
the crown. He met the Assembly for the first time, on the 20th August, 
1747. Between this gentleman and the Legislature, for the space of ten 
years, considerable harmony prevailed. He seems to have ado])ted as a rule 
for his administration, tlie most entire submission to the wishes of the Assem- 
hly> where they did not intejrfere with the instructions from the king. In die 
latter case, he threw himself b^ind the reyd will, ad an impregnable rampart. 
Be was sparing of words, ^d generally preferred, when required to comma- 
ni<^ any matter to Uie House, to use those of Ihe ministry, petitioner, or 
agent, as the case nught be ; rarely adding comments of hitf own, or embark- 
ing lids feelings deeply m the subject. He was never obnoxious to the 
reproach of failing in his duty, and seldom displayed that indiscreet zeal 
which creates resistance, by the well known law, ruling alike in physics, as in 
morals; by which the reaction is always equal to the action. His temper 
was imperturbable, and though sometimes severely tried bv thn As?ombly, 
by suspension of his salary, a point in which most coloiiial governors were 
extremely sensitive, he was unmoved. 

VI. Two questions arisincj out of proprietary interests, vexed the whole 
term of his administration; and though he earnestly and successfully endea- 
voured to avoid becpming a party to them, he was made a sudcrcr in the 
contests between the council and Assembly. For more than thirty year», 
there had been no important controvmy between the grantees of Gartetet, 
and the Elizabethtown claimants, under the Indian title. But this peace was 
nltogedier consequent on the abstinence of the first, firom enibicing their 
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and aUerapfing the recovery oftlieir rents. A large qimntity of East Jersey 
lan4s, under iho Carteret title, had gotten into the hands oi l vnl)ert Hunter 
Morris, and James Alexander, Ksquires, who held important otlices in the 
province; the one beiag clue f justice, the other secretary ; and both, at times, 
were in the council. The^ gentlemert, with other extensive proprietors, 
during the life of Governor Morris, and towards the close of his administra- 
tion, conimenced actions of ejectment, and suit^ for the recovery of quit-rent, 
against many of the aettlers. Theae immediately reaoi^ted to their Indian title 
nr deiEbnce; and fi)nned an association, Qensisting of a large proportion of 
tiiQ inhabitants of the eastern part of Mddlesex, S» whole of Essex, part of 
Somerset, and part of Morris counties ,* who weie enabled, by their union 
and violence, to bid defiance to the law, to hold possession of th& lands which 
were iairly within the Indiaii grant, and to add to their party a great many 
persons who could not, even under that grant, claim exemption from propri- 
etary demands. The prisons were no longer competent to keep those whom 
the laws condemned to confinement. In the month of September, 1746, the 
aswdators broke open the gaol of the county of Essex, and liberated a pri- ' 
soner, committed at the suit of the proprietaries ; and during several conse- 
cutive years, all persons confined for like cause, or on charge of high 
troison and rebellion for resisting the laws, were released at the will of the 
insurgents; so that the arm of government, was in this regard, wholly 
piuaiyzed* Persons who had hoiden tmder the prq>rietaries, were 
Ibfcihly ejected; others compelled to take leases from landlords, whom they 
not disposed to acknowledge; whilst those who. had courage to stand 
out, were threatened with, and m many instances, reosiTed, pOrsonalyiolence. 

The council and the governor' werQ inclined to view these unlawM pro- 
ceedings in the darkest colours; to treat the disturbers of the peace, as insur- 
gents, rebels, ^nd traitors, and to inflict upon them the direst seventy of the 
kws. They prepared, and sent to the Assembly, a riot act, modelled after 
that of Great Britain, making it felony without benefit of clergy, for twelve 
or more, tumultuously. assembled tofief her, to refuse to disperse upon the re- 
quisition of the civil autliority, by proclamation, in form set forth in the act. 
The Assembly not only rejected this bill, but sought to give a more favoura- 
ble rolour to the otfences of the associators. The council of the proja ictors, 
in a petition to the king, signed December 23d, 1748, by Andrew Johnson, 
president, represented, "that great numbers of men, taking advantage of a 
dispute subsisting between the branches of the Legislature* of the province, 
and of a most unnaturid rebellion at that time reigning in Great Britain, 
entered into a combination to suhvert the laws md constitution of this pro- 
vjoce, and to obstruct the course of legal proceedings; to which end they en^ 
dsaYOUred to infuse Into the minds of the people, that neither your Majesty 
nor your noble progi^tors. Kings and Queens of England, had any right 
whatever to the soil or government of Amm», and that their grants were ' 
void and fraudulent; and having by those means associated to themselves, 
great numbers of the poor and ignorant part of the people, they, in the montli 
of September, 1745, l>egan to carry inlt> pa* cution, their wicked schemes; 
when in a riotous manner, they broke open the jail of the county of Essex, 
and took from thence a prisoner, there confined by due process of law; and 
have, since; llmi unie, gone on like a torrent, bearing all down before them, 
dispossessing some people of their estates, and giving them to accomplices ; 
plundering the estates of others, who do not join with them, and dividing the 
spoi] among them; breaking open the prisons as often as any of them are 
oommitted, rescuing thdr aeconmlioes, keeping daily in armed numbers, and 
liavelling often in anned multitudes, to diflerent parts of the province, fixr those 
purposes; so that your Majesty Vgovermnentimd hws have, lor aim * 
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years last past, ceased to he that protection to the lives and propeitifid oi ti)e 
people here, which your jest y int^ded they sh<:Hil(l Ik?.** 

"These bold and danng petiple, not m tlie least rc^^arding their allegiance, 
have presumed, to establish courLii oi jubtice, to appoint captains aiid officers 
over your Majesty's subjeetSy to lay and ooUect taxes, and to do many 
other tluiigB in coiiteiq»t of your llajesty's atiihorityi to which they refuse 
any .kind d^oMienoe: That aU the endeavouivc^ 
laws in ezeoutioii, have heen hi^ierto vain; for, notwitbstandiag romy of 
these common distiirbeis stand indicted for lu^ treasoo, in levying war 
against your Majesty, yet sucsh is the weakness of the ^venunc nt, that it 
has not been able to bong one of them to trial and punisbnienti That the 
petitioners have long waited in expectation of a vigorous interposition of the 
Legislature, in order to give force to the laws, and enable your Majesty's ! 
officers to carry them into execution: But the House of Assemblv% afler 
neglecting the thiiii: ibr a long time, have, at last, refused to affoi*d the go- | 
vernment any assistrince; for want of which, your petitioners' estates a rp; 
left a prey to u reL>o[lious mob, and your Majesty's govemnoent exposed to : 
the repeated insults of a set of traitors." > 

This grievous charge wa& unknown to the Assembly, until a copy of the 
petition of the proprietaries, w>s traoonitted -by tfaa piovhieial aoeat* Id 
Odobw, 1749, the House sent a oomitar petitioii to the King, with the design 
of vindicating its condnct, in whxsb it deoliued» "that the groprietanca of | 
East New Jeisey had, fiMsm die first setdenant, muwyed, patented* and j 
divided thdr lands, by Concessions, among themselves, in such mann^ as 
from thence many irregularities had ensued, which had occasioned multi* 
tudes of controversies and law suits, about titles and boundaries of iand:-^ 
That, these controversies had subsisted between a number of poor people on 
the one part, and some of the rich, understandinp;, and powerful on the other 
part ; among whom were James Alexander, Esq. a great proprietor, and an 
emment lawyer, one of your Majesty's council, and surs^eyor-general for this 
colony, although a dweller in New York; and Robert Hunter Morris, Esq. 
chief justice, and one of your Majesty's council in the said colony : That the 
smd Alexander and Morris, not yielding to determine the matter in contest, 
by a few trials a.t la.w, as the nature of the thing would admit, but on the 
contrary, discovering a disposition to harass those people, by a mnkiplid^ 
of suits, the lest mentioned became uneasy (as we cenoeive) through ftar, 
that those suits might ba determined ajninst them, when oonsideved, fM 
the said Chief Jnstioe Morris, was soar orthe then lata Governor Mortis, bf 
whose comnrussion the other judges of the Supreme Court aded ; and by 
whom the then sherifis, throughout the colony, had been appointed; and 
should a multiplicity of suits have been determined against the people, in^ 
stead of a few only, which would have answered the purpose, the extraordi- 
nary and unnecessary charges occasioned thereby, would have so far weak- 
ened their hands, as to have rendered them unaljle to ap|X3al to your Majesty ! 
in council : from whom they might expect impartial justice: That these are, 
in the opimojn of the House, the motives that prevailed on these unthuikuig 
people, to obstruct the course of le^al proceedings, and not any disafl^ctioa 
to your Majesty's person or government."* 

If the council of proprietors, supported by the Legislative council, was 
disposed to aggravate the ofifences of the insurgents into high tMSon^ it is 
apparent, that the Assembly were not less revived to consider them of a 
v^ veinial character; and their conduct, upon this occasion, waa highly 
dinngemiQiis. TbB House could not refuse, from tune to tiaie^ to oondsiSB, 

* VelMSf AsNBiUy. 



Digitized by Googli 



HISTORY OF NEW /ERSElTw 111 

h fitnAig terms, the conduct of the rioters; haty no tepresentation of the 

govemor or council, could induce them, either to pass the riot'act, or to arm 
the executite with imiitary f<»rce, to capture the rioters, guard the prisons, 
cr protect the public peace. If, indeed, the insurgents pr>ssp«;sed a coloura- 
ble title to the lands, and had been oppressed by a multiplicity of suits, 
which they were disposed to render unneccsvsary by snlnnission to the law, 
as apparent on the decision of a few ; if they had been coiitent, with defend- 
ing their own possessions, without disturbing those of others; the represtui- 
tations of the Assernl)K' might have been less reprehensible. But the title 
of tlie insurgents was, oa its merits, wholly unsustainable in an English 
OQurt of justice, where a mere Indian right could never prevail against the 
gnmt of the King* ' The true eohition of the course taken the Assembly 
will be fiwnd} inoet probably, in their sympathy for the no/tet^ and tfieir 
hoelili^ tOfwardB the leadmg members, of the council, who were large pro* 
piietaiies. The public peace, from this cause, continued unsettled, for seve« 
nl years. 

VIL The oither subject which perplexed the administration of Govemor 
Belcher, was a difference between the council and Assembly, on a bill for 
ascertaining the value of taxable property in each connty. with the view to 
a new appoTlinnment of their respnrtive quotas. Among otlier property di- 
rected to be returned by this 'H^ioi i Hill,"" as it was termed, was '*fAe 
wkole of all profitable tracts of land held by patent^ deed, or survey^ 
whereon any improvement is made.'''* To this clause the council took ob- 
jection on two groirads, — first, that it was in contra vt ahtjii of the royal in- 
struction, prohibiting the governor from consenting to any act to tax unpro- 
fitable lEuids, and sefx>nd, that it would be gross injustice, by taiing lands 
wcording to their quantity and notaocording to their quality, since tracts of 
httd might, and, probably, unould^ be deeshed projikAle, when the greater 
anmber of aoM were iHiolly unpRMhictive. The cotuncil, thereRxre, pro- 
posed, to amend the act, by declaring, that nothing thepehi was intended, to 
hmk in upc^i the royal instruction, or to warrant the assessors to include 
any unprofitable lands in their hats. The House, roused by this irttempt to 
modify what they deemed a money bill, denied the right of the council, to 
dimnd suoh bill, and refused themselves to alter it, so as to remove the ob- 
jection. 

There is much reason to believe that the Assembly intended, at a season, 
when taxation was beconuiig unusually heavy, to reach a portion of the un- 
profitable lands held by many of the rich proprietaries, but which had 
hitbesrto been protected by the royal instruction ; and that they designed to 
Btalee the whole of the lands pertaining to any improvement, whether wild 
or tt eiikiire^ yabte to taziKti<»* The ccmticil; apme of whose members were 
laige pny r letai ies , warn- intensted iA firmly snppoiting the King^s instruc- 
tion; ana in the spooe of a little more then three years,' firom 1747 to 17dl, 
thiy impeded the passage of seven bills of Khe tenor; -and as the Quota 
Bill" was an indispeBBsable prdipoinary to an act for the support of govern- 
ment, all theoffieefs of the ^ate were, during this period, deprived of their 
oampensations. It was certainly unjust to require exem|>tion from taxa- 
tion for lands which, though yielding no annual returns, ^^-ere daily grow- 
ng ui value, and increasing the wealth of the owner; }et there would 
not have been less injustice in exacting a tax proportioned on quantity 
alone, since one fertile acre liappiiy located, might be worth a thousand of 
pine harrem 

We extract from the minutes of the Assembly, parts of messages between 
te council and the Assembly, in order to show the manner in which these 
boditti tmid eadi otbw, and to ffm somewiuit of the form wai colour of 
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the time<;. Thus the cuoncil, in thair address to the AMembly of the IM 

of February, 1750, say — 

"The Assembly, iii their message, and in their address to his excellency, 
accuse us of having taken liberties upon us; as to wiiich we think we have 
taken none, but what were our just right to take. But the liberties the As- 
sembly have takeu with his Majc^sty, with his excellency, our governor, w itii 
the magistrates of this and other counties, and with us, by those papers, and 
during this and»-fi>nner lake .seMions, (as wili appear by the^r nanntes) and 
by spreading base, fidse, scandalouB, and injurious libels against us; ire 
liofe ail eober and nsasonable men will think unjustifiable— God only knows 
the hearts and thoughts of men. They ha've, it eeems to us, ewea not left ' 
that hk provinoe uninvaded ; ibr'they take upon them to suggest our thoughts 
to^be not out of any great regard to his Majeety^t instruction^ that we have 
been led to make our amendmeni; but to eatempt our large trade of UaA 
from taxes; when they well knew, that a majority of this House, are not 
owners of Inrfr'^ trarts of land: nnd those who have such, do declare, they 
never had the least thonrrht of having their lands exempted ihMn ,taxeR, con- 
sistent with reason and his Majesty's instructions." 

The House, in their democratic pride, did not deign to reply directly to 
this reproach. But they ordered an entry to be made up<jn tiieir minutes, 
declaring, " That it would be taking up too much time, at the public ex- 
pense, for th^House to make any particular answer thereto; nor, indeed, is 
It neoeseaiyf when eoneldeiedy that the message itself, will^iaieover the odunv 
oiFs aim, in having, the improved' part^ on^, of tiaote of land taken' an 
account of, in Ihtuie taxation; whi^, if admitted, would esmnptthe unlm* 
proved part of such tracts, fiom paying an}^ part of the public tax: So that, 
should a gentleman be possessed of a tract of ten thousand acres of land, in 
one tract, worth ten thousand pounds, and only fifly acres of it improved; 
and a poor freeholder should be possessed of a tract of one hundred acres, 
only, worth but one hundred pounds, and fifty acres of it improved ; the poor 
freeholder must pay ns much as the gentleman; and this we may venture to ■ 
isay, (without invading the province of God, which tho roiuicil are pleased 
to charge us with,) would be the obvious consequence of the bill, in question, 
if passed in the mnnner the council insist; and why, a poor man, worth only 
one hundred pounds, should pay as much tax as a gentleman, worth ten 
thousand pounds, will be difficult for the council to show a reason; but at 
present, we may set it down as a ^IBcalt and surpiiBing expe^ent, inlsei^ 
to fitvour the poor. ' 

**The council, instead of making it appear^ that they have a right to 
aiiated the bill; as they have repeatedly resolved they had, have imhappiiy 
fell into the railing language *^ the^meanest olasB of mankind; in sudift 
manner, that had it not been sent to this House, by one of their members. 
Ho man could imagine that it was oomposed by a deliberate detenmnatioA of 
a set of men, who pretend to sit as a branch of our Legislature. For, to- 
wards the close of the above said message, they charge ns ^vith havinf^ taken 
liberties with his Majesty, with his excellency, our governor, witli the 
magistrates of this, and other counties, and with our having spread false, 
scandalous, and injurious libels apainst them, the said council; which, they 
say, they telieve, all sober and reasonable men, will think unjustifiable. 
• What liberties we have taken with his Majesty, otherwise, than to assert our 
loyalty to him, in our address to the governor, we know not: What li b e rifla 
we have taken^ with the governor, untoss it be, to tell hun, ihe true xeaM «f 
the government's being so long unsuf^xnrted, and to represent the public 
grievances to him»ibr redress, we know not: What liberties we have taken 
with the genflemea of the oouncily other than to tell them the tnithf in modest* 
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plain English, we know not: What liberties we have taken with the magiss- 
trates of, this and other f^onntips, rinleps it he to inquire into their conduct, 
upon complaintij, and alk r a tair and impartial hearing, to represent their 
arbitrary and illegal proceedings, for redress, we know not; — and wli^rein 
we have been guilty of spreading false, scandalous, and injurious iiljeis 
against the council, we know not. Therefore, it will be incumbent on them, 
to point out, and duly prove, some undue liberties we have taken, and libels 
apiead, before any sober and reasonable men, will be prevailed on to con- 
wnm our piooeediiigs, as unjustifiable; which we tluiik they wiU not doy 
upon ihe slender authority of the coimcH^s insulting message to this House; 
which, in our opinion, is so fiur firam heing likely to prevail on any sober 
and leasonable men, to beKere the fidse, soinilousy and groundless chargfBBy 
therein alleged against us; that it will rather discover the council to be men 
at least under the gqfvermnent of passion, if not void of reason and truth; 
and, until they recover the ripht use of their reason again, it will he firuitlesB 
ibr this House to spend time m arguing with them." 

As it was now obviouslv impossible that the public business could pro- 
ceed, whilst these important branches of the government ceased to treat each 
other with ordinary respect, the (jovcrnor prudently dissolved the Assembly. 
The new House, which met on the 2Uth of May, 1751, consisted of a majo- 
rity of new menibers, and was earnestly disposed to despatch the affairs of 
the province, as they evinced, by the passage of the quota bill, in a form, 
whieh dissipated the objections;, that had hitherto prevailed against it ; classi- 
fying lands, aoeording to their qualiQr, and making all w^ih ooold in an^ 
way be deemed profitable, liable to ttucation, at a rate depending on their 
dm* This difficulty was scarce removed, before another, partaking of the 
aune character, arose* In the adaptation of a i|ew act, for the support of 
iSbe government, to the principles furnished by the quota act, the council 
assumed the right to amend the bill; though such right had always been 
peremptorily denied them^ by the House, in relation to all money bills, and 
in the present case, their amendments were unanimously rejected. As this 
was a point which the Assembly were resolute to maintain, they sought to 
??et over the delay by making the ir"V( rnor a party to the bill, in their 
liivuur; and for that purpose, ailer it had bcr-n returned by council, s^t it 
up directly, to him, that he rnigiit place it again before that body, accompa- 
nied with his influence for its passage. This course would have brought 
the form of administering the government back to that which it possessed, 
before the alteratioife made by Governor Morris, when the governor sat and 
driNded'Wtth the council* But Mr* Bdcher, declining to receive their bill, 
tte House, unable lo promsa with it, was prorogued, Sad the public treasury 
t/Sm continued empty. Nor was it until Emmery, 1753, afler a delay of 
near four years, that a bill for the support of the government, received the 
epprobation of every branch of the Legislature. 

VIII. The treaty of Aix-Ia-Chapelle, which, in Europe, was but a hollow 
fnire, was scarce regarded by the French, in America. Eager to extend 
iheir territories, and to connect their northern possesv^ions with Louisiana, 
they projected a line of" forts and military positions, fronii the one to the 
other, along the Missijssippi and Olm • rivf-rs. Tliey explored, and occupied 
the land upon the Ohio; buncd, in many places, through the country, metal 
plates, with inscriptions declaratory oftlieir claims;* caressed and threaten- 
ed the Indians by turns ; scattered liberal presents, and prepared to compel 
by force, what should be refused to their kindness. 

* la 1710. 
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IX. In their Indian n lation.s, the eoterpru»e ami industry of the French, 
were strongly contrasted with the coldness and apathy of the {jngiish. 
After the peace of 1748, the latter discualinucd liieir attentions, even to 
those Indians they had induced to take up arni.s. They suflered tiie cap- 
tives to remain long unransomed; their families to pine in want, and utterly 
disregarded the cluldiea of the slaiir; whilst the ibrmer, atteative to tfco 
vanity aod interests of their allies, diemd them in finery, and loaded them 
with presents. Their influence over these untutored trihes, might have heea 
greater, had they not sought to convert them to the CSatholic ftidi; for ths 
Indians fancied, that the religious ceremonies, were arts, to redooe them to 
slavery.*!. The French had, by this policy, succeeded in estranging the 
Indians on the Ohio, and io, dividing the covmoib of the Six Nations; dran^ 
ing off the Onondagoes, Cayugas, and Senecas. Their progress with these 
tribes, was rendered still more dangerous, by the death of several chiefs, who 
had bern m the Kiigiish interest, nnd by the advances o£ the Britiah, in the 
western country, without tlie consr ut of the aborigines. 

X. In prosecution of tlieir views of territorial acquisition, and seduction 
of the Indians, the French attacked the Twightees, and slew many, lu chas- 
tisement of their adherence to the British and protection of English traders. 
The Ohio Company having surveyed large tracts of land upon the Ohio river, 
with the design of settlement, the governor of Canada remonstrated with the 
governors of New York and Pennsylvania, upon this invasion of the French 
teiritories; and threatened to resort to ibrc^, unless the English tradsn 
abandoned their intercourse with the Indians. These threats being c^ar^ 
gfurded, he captured some traders, and sent them to France, whence they 
returned, without redress. He also opened a communication from Presqu'isls, 
by French Creek, and the Alleghany river, to the Ohio; and though the Six 
Nations forbade him to occupy the Ohio lands, he contemned, the present 
weakness of those tribes. 

XI. Governor Dinwiddie, of Virgmia, learning that the French designed 
to proceed southward, from Fort Venango, on French Creek, resolved to 
despatch an agent, for the double purpose of gaining intellifrence, and remon- 
strating against their designs. For this duty, he selected Aii-. C.ieorge Wash- 
ington, then a young man, uink r twenty years of age. He leil the frontier, 
with several attendants, on the 14th of November, 1753, and after a journey 
of two months, over mountain and torrent, through morass and fbrat, hmviQg 
the inclemency of the winter, and the how&u^ unldemese, and many daogm 
fiom IndBan hostility, he returned, with t& answer Legardeau do Sk 
Pianr% the Fr^ch commandant upon the Ohio^ dated at the fort, upmi Le 
BoEHiff river. The Frenchnn ui referred the disousncn of the rights of tl^ 
two countries to the Marquis du Queane, Governor-in-chief of Canada; bf 
whose orders, he had assumed, and meant to misonin^ his present position* 
From De la Joncaire, a captain in the French service, and Indian interpreter, 
Washington received full informntion of the French designs. They founded 
their claim to the Oiiio river, and its npj iirtenances, on the discovery of La 
Salle, sixty years betbre; and their |)r( sent measures for its defence, had 
grown Dut of the attempts of the Ohio Company to occupy its banks. 

XII. The British ministry, instructed in the views and openiiions of the 
French nation, on the American continent, remonstrated with the Court of 
Versailles. But, wh'dst that court puUicly instructed the Governor of Cwiadis 
to r^radn firom hoatililies, to demolish tiie fertieas at Niagara, to deliver op 
the captured traders, and to punish their cstpCofs, it privately mfhrnied Ua^ 
that strict obedience was not expected. Deceived and insulted, the Bn{^ 

* MSB. Jbunuk of Consid Wfljaer. Pmit 
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moBurch resolved to oppose force to force f and the American governon 
were directed to repel the eneroacfanieBts of any foreign prince or atate. 

The English force in America, numerically considered, was much greater 
than that of the French ; but divided among many and independent sections, 
its combined eflbrts were leebie and sluggish, whilst the French, directed by 
one will, had the advantarres of union and promptitude, and drew the hap- 
piest hopes from the boldest enterprises. To resist them, effectually, some 
confederacy of the colonies was necessary, and corurnou prudence required, 
that the affections of the Indians, towards the EnglLsli, should br assured* A 
conference between the Six Nations^ and the represaitatives oi the colonies, 
mis ordered by the ministry under the directi<m of <3oveTnor De Lancy , of 
New York. Governor Belcher communicated this order to the Assembly of 
Hew Jersey, on the 25Ui bf April, 1764. But the House refused on this, as 
Qpon every other occasion, theret6fbre, to take part in the Indian treaties; 
assigaing as a reason, diat their province had no participation in the Indian 
trade; professing, however, their readiness to contribute their assistance to 
the other colonies, towards preventing the encroachments of the French, on 
his Majesty's dominions, but declaring their present inability to do aught, on 
account of the poverty of their trr n.^nry. The rcluotance which the Assem- 
bly displayed upon tliis subject, !i Kjether with their rude reply to a remoa- 
strance from the jrovernor, provoked him to dissolve them. 

Tlie Six Nations, although large presents were made thcrn, were cold to tho 
instances of the confeiJei ate council, which met on the 14th of June. Few 
attended, and it was evident that the aticction of all towards the Fkiglish had 
diaBnished. They refused to enter into a coalition against the French, but 
CQDsented to asnst ui driving them from the positions they had assumeid in 
llie West, and to renew former treaties. 

XliL In this conrentiod of the colonies, several plans for political nnimi 
iveie submitted, and that derised by Mr. Franklin, of which the following is 
an outline, was adopted on the 4th of July. A general colonial government 
was to be formed, to be administered by a president-general, appointed 
and paid by the crown; and a grand council of forty-eight members to be 
chosen for three years, by the colonial Assemblies, to meet at Philadelphia, 
for [hf first time, at the rail of the President. After the first three years, the 
number of members from each colony was to be in the ratio of the revenue, 
paid by it to the public treasury ; the errand council was to meet, statedly, an- 
onally, and might be specially coiivcned, in case of emergency, by the presi- 
dent. It was empowered, to choose its speaker, and could not be dissolved, 
prorogued, nor kept together longer than six weeks at one time, without its 
aonsent, or the mciai command of the crown ; with the presideat-genM, to 
held or direct all Indian treatiss, in which the general intarest of the coloiiies 
was coniMmed, and to make peace and declare war with Indian nalioiis>—to 
piuohaae for the crown, from the Indians, lands not within particular colo- 
flies^-Ho make new aettlements on such purchases, by grantmg lands in die 
Gog's name, reserving quit-rent to the ciMtt, for the use of the general trea- 
ttnryi — to make laws regulating and governing such new settlements until 
they should be formed into particular sroverrtments, to raise soldiers, build 
forts and equip vessels of war; and tor these purposes, to make laws and levy 
taxep?: — To appoint a gen r ml treasurer, and a particular treasnrer in each 
govermvient ; disbursements to be made only on an appropriation by law, or 
by joint order of the president and council ; the general accounts to be settled 
yearly, and reported to the sevferal Assemblies: — Twenty-five incmb<.TS to 
ibrm a quorum of the council, there being present, one or more, from a ma- 
jority of the colonies: — ^The assent of the preaident-gmeral was requisite to 
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att acts of the council, and it was his duty to execute them: — ^The laws 
enacted were to be as like as possible to those of England, and to be trans- 
mitted to the King in council for Rpprovn!, as soon m\<xht l>e afler their 
enactment, and if not disapproved within three years, lo remain in forcp. On 
the death of the president-general, the speaker was to succeed him, and to hold 
his office until the King's j lf^asure siiould be known. Military and naval 
officers, acting under this coiistitutioii, wen^ to be appointed by the prt^iiicicnt, 
and approved by the council, and the civil officers to be nominafcd bv the 
council, and approved by the president; and in case of vacancy, civil or mili- 
tary, the governor of the province in whicli it happened, was to appoint, until 
the pleaauie of 4be president and council should be asoerUdned. 

Thk plan was submitted to the boaid of trade in Eagland« and to the As- 
semblies of the* several provinces. Franklin* sajs, its ftte was singular. 
The Assemblies rejected it, as containing too much prerogative ; whUst in 
England, it was condemned as too democratic Had it been adopted, the 
projector mi^ht have been famed as the forger of a nation's chains, instead 
of the destroyer of a tyrant's sceptre.f Asa substitute, the British ministry 
proposed, that the governors of the colonies, with one or more members of 
the respective councils, should resolve on the measures ot defence, and draw 
on the British treasury for the money required, to be refunded by a general 
tax, imposed by Parliament, on the colonies. But this proposition was 
deemed inadmissible by the provinces. The " plan of union," as adopted 
by the Conjs^ress, was laid before the Assembly oi' New Jersey in October. 
The House voted that if it should be carried into effect, " it might be preju- 
dicial to the prerogative of the down, aad to the liberties of tfie people.** 
They instructed thdlr agent, at court, to petitioa the King and Furlianieiit 
against its ratifhsation. 

ill the mean time, Virginia hsd raised three hundred men, under die com- 
mand of Colond Fry and Lieutenant' Colond Washmgtcn. The latter 
marched with two oompames, in advance, to the Great Meadows, in the 
AUsghany Mountains ; where he learned, that the French had dispersed a 
party, employed by the Ohio company, to erect a fort on the Monongahela 
river; were, themselves, raising forfificRtions at the ronilucncc of that 
river with the Alleghany, and that a detachment was then approaching his 
camp. It was impossible to doubt of the hostile intentions of this party, and 
Washington resolved to anticipate them. Guided by his Indians, under cover 
of a dark and rainy night, he surprised the French encampment, and cap- 
tured the whole party, save one who fled, and Juiiionville, the commanding 
officer, who was kilted. Soon ailer, the whole regiment, the command of 
which had devolved on Mr. Washington, by the death of Mr* Fry, was 
united at the Oieat MeAdows; and mmbtcedL by two indmndent oompames 
of regulars^ the one from South Carolina, and the other nom New Yorlb— 
It formed an effective force of five hundred men. Having erected a stockade 
for prolBCtingtheir provisions and horses, the troops marched to dislodge the 
enemy from Fort Du Quesne. But their progress was arrested by informa- 
tion of the advance of twelve hundred French and Indians. As the Ameri- 
cans had been six days without bread, had but a small supply of meat 
remaining, and dreaded the enemy would cut tliem off from their stores, 
they resolved to retreat to their stockade, to which they o^ave the name of 
Fort Necessity. ColcMael Washington began a ditch around this post, but 
ere he could complete it, he wm attacked by the French force under Mou- 

* Memoirs. 
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neur de Vlllien* The tioops made an ol:^tinate defence, fighting partly 
widiin the stockade, and partly in the ditch, half filled with mud and water* 

firom ten o'clock in the morning until dark, when De Villiers demanded a 
parley, and ofTered terms of ctipitulation. During the night, articles were 
signed, allowing the garrison the honoui-s of war, to retain their arms and 
baggage, and to return home unmolested. The last clause was not strictly 
kept, the Indians hara^-sing and plundering the Americans during their re- 
treat. The courage and conduct of Washington, on this occajsion, were 
greatly applauded; and the Assembly of Virginia voted their thanks to him 
and htB officers. T|ie French redved to their post on the Ohio.* 

The tiXtaekf on die |ttrt of JumonTille; without summons or expostulation, 
was deeply reprobated by the Frendi. Whilst peace prevailed between the 
twonalioiis, hoetiltty, fh^ sak), shofild not have been presumed. Tliey have 
called the dbath of that officer, an assassination^ even in the capitulation of 
fort Neoessity ; the attack on which, they state to have been made, in con- 
sequence of the outrage upon their advance party. These allegations are 
refilled, by a review of the conduct of the French, smce the development of 
their designs upon the Ohio. The capture of the persons and property of 
the settlers, at Logtown, and of the Indian trndrr?;, whcrnver found in the 
western country, afforded conclusive evidence of their mtention to try the 
disputed title by force ; and they could not, justly, compiam of the reply to 
their argument. | 

With great industry, the French completed Fort Du Quesne, at the 
confluence of the Monongahela and Alleghany rivers, where the thnviiig 
ohy of Pittsburg now sbin^; garris(»ied it with one thousand regulars, 
amply supplied with cannon, nrovisioiis, and other munitions; and prepared 
to occupy the country of die Twightees, with numerous settlers. . 'The Six 
lYatioD Indians, now more numerous on the western wnters, tiian m their 
ancient seats, indifferent to the English cause, and divided 
selves, barely maintained their neutrality. Some of them had removed to 
Canada, preferring the protection of the active and enterprising French com- 
manders. The small body of British troops, collected on the frontiers, was 
weakened by desertion, and corrnpted by insubordination; whilst the lDdiRn>? 
who f?ti1! adhered to their interest, retired to Aughwick, in Pennsylvania, 
where thoy proclaimed their admiration oi th(^ courage of the enemy, and 
their contempt of the sloth of their friends ; and were scarcely kept in quiet, 
by the liberality of the Assembly of Pennsylvania to their families, and its 
forbearance towards the license of their chiefs, ^ 

XIV. At length, however, Great Britain prepared to oppose, energeti- 
oaUj, the growing power of hex restless rival in the Western World. Two 
legimenlB dTfoot from Ireland, uq^sr the commend of Cobnds I]Nmbar.and 
Hukett, were ordered to Viiginia, to be there enfivoed; and Governor Shir- 
ley and Sir William P^perellwere directed- to raise two regiments, of a 
thousand men each, to be officered finom New Ebigland, and commanded by 
th^nselves. The provinces, generally, were required, to collect men for 
enlistmait^ to be placed at the disposal of a commander-in-chief of rank and 
capacity, who would be appointed to command all the King's forces in Ame- 
rica; to supply the troops on their arrival with provisions, and to fiimish all 
necessaries for the soldiers landed or raised within the province; to provide 

* Marshairs Washington. Bradford's Journal. Rsvisw of Milituy Operations in 
North America. Tjonoon, l?:'?. 

t Colonel WaBhingtoQ, who was ignorant of the French language, waa unable to 
iMd the articles of capitiilation, and was, thoiefofe, dblund to rely on an interpretsr, 
wIm fsadeied the wont "oo swii i fl l * ' into the word **iMtk** meiely.— ITojA. Lm, 



Digitized by Googlc 



118 



HISTORY OF NBW JBRSEIT. 



the ofTioers with means for travelling, for impressinfr carriag;es and quarter- 
ing troops* And as these were "local matters, arising entirely within their 
colonies, his Majesty infoi iaed Ills subjects, that he expected the charges 
thereol' to be borne by them in tlieir respective provinces, whilst articles 
of more general concern would be charged upon a common fund to be 
raided from aU the colonies of jNurih America; towards which, the governors 
were severally requested to urge the AssembUes to contribute hberally, until a 
union of the Dorthem cobniesy fot general defence, could be eSkated* 

XV. The Afleenibly of New Jeewy, before whom GoTenior Bebber laid 
these noqukitionB in February, and who were incited to prompt and iibeial mea- 
sures by the solicitations of tlieir oonstitiieBti, pnying the House to pass such 
bills as might be necessary (in proportion with the other colonies) to assist 
his Majesty in driving the French from theur fortifications on the Ohio, and in 
defence of the frontiers, appropriated five hundred pounds for the subsistence 
of the royal troops, duruig their march through the colony, and transporta- 
tion of their baggage ; and also at the instance of Governor Shirley, passeil an 
act to prevent the exportation of provisions, naval or wariiice stores to any of 
the French domimons. The House excused themselves from appropriating 
a larger sum, under pretence, tliat by a bill passed at a previous session, and 
sent to England for the approbation of the King, they had granted for his 
Majesty's service, ten thousand pounds. This bill provided for issuing in bills 
of credit, the sum of seventy thousand pounds ; and the House had just reason 
to behevOy that it would receive the royal sanctbn, sinoe they had the assent 
of the board of trade and plantations, to issue sixty thousand pounds, and the 
surplus was given to the national use. But the objections to provincial paper 
currency in England, could not yet be oferoome. < 

XVI» Major-genend Braddock, Sir John St. Clair, adjutant-general, and 
the regiments of Dunbar and Halkett, which sailed from Cork on the 14th of 
Jhnuary, 1755, arrived early in March at Alexandria, in Virginia, whence 
they marched to Fredericktown, in Maryland. The place of debarkation 
was sr IretOd with that ignorance and want of judgment, which then distin- 
giiislied the British mini^^try. The country could furnish neither provisions 
nor carriages for the army, whilst Pennsylvania, rich in grain, and well 
-stocked with wagons, could readily have suppiicd loud and the means of 
transportation; ^md from this source the general, with the aid of Mr. ^njamm 
Franklin, drew finally the means of making the expedition against the French 
in the West* 

XVII. A convention of the Governors of New York, Massachusetts, ^fery- 
Umd^ and Virgmia, convenied at Annapolis, (6 settle with General Braddock, 
A phin of military operations. Three expeditioiis were resolvcid on* The 
lirst, against Fort Du Quesne, under the command of General Braddook» in 
person, with the British tibofis, and such aid^as he could draw from Mary- 
umd and Virginia, — ^the second, against Forts Niagara and Frootignac, 
under Genend Shirley, with his own and Peppeiell's regiments — and the third, 
originaily proposed by Massachusetts, against Crown Point, to be executed 
altogether with colonial troops from New England, New Yoric, and New 
.Jersey, under Major-genp^ral William Johnson. 

XVIII. Whilst these measures were m embryo, an attack conducted by Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Monckton, a British officer, and Lieutenant-colonel Winslow, 
A major-general of the Massachusetts militia, was made against the French 
who had pcKisessed themselves of a portion of the country claimed, by the 
Enghsh, for the province of Nova Scotia, in iittie inure than a month, with 
the loss of three men, only, possession was obtained of the whole province 
aooording 1o the Britkh demiition of its bonndaiies. This easy conquest 
^ted the colonies, and produced sanguine anticipations of the results of thiAr 
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future efTorts. But their present succr sR was disgraced by acuxes of devasta- 
tion and mij-ery, scarce paralleled in inotiern history. 

The iiiimliitants of Nova Scoiia were chiefly of French descent. By the 
treaty of Utrecht, (1713,) they were permitted to retain their lands, taking 
the oath of allegiance to tlicir new sovereign, with the qualification, that they 
should not be compelled to bear arms against their Indian neighbours, or 
tbeir countrymen; and thia immunity was, af atibeequem periocte» asiured to 
theb childien» Such was the notons^ of this .Goii^)act, that, for half a cea» 
lory, they had bonie the Dame^ and wiih few exceptional maintained the cha^ 
racter of neutzals. Bui» now, excited hy this ancient love of France, by their 
religious attachmentB, and their doubts of the English rights, some of those 
frugal, industrious, and pious people^ were seduced to take up arms. Three 
hundred were found in the fortress of Beau Sqjour, at its capture, bot it was 
5:tipnlated, that they should be left in the same situation, as when the army 
arrived, and should not be pimished for any thing they had subsequently done. 
Yet, a council was convened by Lawrence, Lieutenant Governor of Nova 
Scotia, at which Admirals Boscawen and Moyston assisted, to df [< i mine the 
fate of these unfortunate people. Their elders were required to take the oath 
of allegiance to the British monarch, without the exemption, which, durino; 
fifty years, iiad been granted to them and their fathers. Upon their refusal, 
dtbough, out of a population of seven thousand, three hundred only had borne 
arms, thecoimdl resolved to expel all from theur country, to conincate their 
property, money and household goods a groeptBd, to lay waste their estates, 
and bum their dwelluigs. The public xeeords s^d nroniments of title, were 
erased, and the elders of the people treacherously made prisoners. Govemor 
Lawrence, with great presumption, and total disregard of the ri^ts of the 
neighbouring provinces, imposed a heavy and durable burden upon them, 
ID the reception and maintenance of this devoted race. In transporting them 
to their several destinations, the charities of blood and affinity were wanton- 
ly torn asunder. Parents were separated from their children — and hiipbnnds 
from their wives. Among many instances of this barbarity, was that of 
Rene Lc Blanc, who had been imprisoned four years, by the French, on 
account of his English attachments. The family nf this venerable man, 
consisting of twenty children, and about one hundi« d -md fifty grand-chil- 
dren, were scattered in different colonies; and liunbeil, witli his wife and 
two children only, were put on shore at New York. 

XDL The province of New Jeney, in a continental war, drmkd mosty 
an attack from Canada, by the way of New York, and scarce felt any ap- 
jnefaeoston of danger, from the French and Indians on theOfaio. The Asseoii* 
bLy cordially approved of the plan of operation adopted at Annapohs, and^ 
particularly of the expedition against Crown Point ; and resolved, immediately, 
to raise a battalion, of five hundred men, for the maintenance of which, they 
.iaened biUa credit, for £15,000, redeemable within five years. The 
govemor nominated Mr. Peter Schuyler,* with the rank of colonel, to the 
command of this force; and that gentleman's popidaritv was such, thnt the 
battalion was not only promptly fdled, but a much lavoei- nmrdjer of mnn^ 
preset It (d tliemselves for enlistment, than were required. Tlie arms for 
these troops, of which the colony wms almost wholly unprovided, were jao» 
cured fi-or n A'irginia, at the cost of the Assembly* 

XX. General Braddock having removed his army to Fort Cumberland, 
on WiUs's Creek, on his way to the west, received there, his wagons, and 
Other necessary supplies; and being, at length, after many delays, amply 
fiunuhed with aO the munitions he reipsad, aiid also rdnferced by a cmoi- 
sidexable body of Americans and Indians, broke up his encampment on 
the 12th of Smt aad passed the Alleghany moimtaitt, at the head of two 
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thousand two hundred men. On reaching the Little Meadows, five days' 
march from Fort du Quesnc, he C4)ii\<)ked a council of war, to cuiibult 
on future operations. Colonel Washing luii, who had entered liis family, 
as a volunteer akL-de-camp, and who poseessed a knowled^ of the coun- 
try, and of the notuie of the service, had urged the Mihstitutioii of paek 
hones fiir -wagons, in the transportation of the baggage, now renewed lus 
advloe; and earnestly and sucoessfuUy recommended, that the heavy anil* 
lery and stores should remain with the rear divtsioiiy and follow by easy 
marches, whilst a chosen body of troops, with a few pieces of Ught cannon 
and stores, of absdute jieoessity, should press forward to Fort du Quesne* 
Twelve hundred men, and twelve pieces of cannon, being selected, were 
commanded by General Bradclrxk, in person. Sir Peter Halkett, acted as 
brigadier, having under him Lieutenant-colonels Gage and Burton, and 
Major Spark. Thirty wagons, only, includmg those with ammunition, fol- 
lowed the march. The residue of the army remained under the care of 
Colonel JJuubar and Major Chapman. 

The benefit oi' these prudont measuixjs was lost by the fastidiousness and 
presumption of the commandei -m-chief. Instead of pushing on with vigour, 
regardless of a little rough road, he halted to level every molehill, and to 
throw hridges over every brook, employing four days to reafeh. the imH 
cromi^ of the Youghiogany, nmeteen nuke from the Little Meadows. On 
Ms mainoh, he negle(Sed the advantage h|s Indians ^^rded Um^ of reoon* 
noitering ^ woods and passa^ <m tfae front and flank, and even rejeeted- 
the prudent suggestioa of Sir I^elsr Halkett, on thb sidjecat, with a sneer at 
his caution.* 

This overweening confidence and reckless temerity were destined to a 
speedy and fatal reproof.f Having crossed the Monongahela river, ^vithin 
seven miles of Fort du Quesnc, wrapt m security, and joyously anticipating 
the coming victory, his progress wrr suddenly checked, by a destructive 
fire, on the front and left flank, from an invisible enemy. The van was 
thrown into confusion; but the main body, forming three deep, instantly 
advanced. The commanding officer of the enemy having fallen, it waii sup- 
posed from the suspension of tiie aliack, that tiie a;jsaiiants had dispersed. 
But the delusion was momentary. The fire was renewed with great spirit, 
and unerring aim; and the E^lish, beholding their oonnd^ £op arouiid 
thm, unable to see thef foe, or tell whence their death anived, hniDe and 
fled in utfer disntiay. The general^ astound^ at this, soddea and unexpected 
attack, lost his self»poooeooion, and neither gave orders for a regular retreat, 
nor for his cannon to advance and scour the woods. He remained on the 
qpot where he first halted, directing the troops to form in regular platoon* 
against a foe dispersed through the forest, behind trees and bushes, whose 
every shot did execution. The officers behaved admirably ; but distinsrmsh- 
ed by their dresses, and selected by the hidden marksmen, they suffered 
severely; every one on liorsflvack, except Washington, was killed or wound- 
ed; he had two liorses kiiied under hun, and four balls through his coat. 
Sir Peter Halkett \\ as killed on the spot; and the general himself, having 
been five times dismounted, received a' ball through the arm, and lungs, and 
was carried from the field of battle. He survived only four days. On the 
first, he was totally silent, and at night, only said, **Who would have 
thou^t itf* He was again silent uiml a fow minntes before hia death, 
when he observed, We shall better, know how to deal with them another 



The defeat was total*-tiie camag^ unusually great. Sixty-four^ out of 
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eighty-five officers, and one-half the privates, were killed or wounded. 
Many fell by the arms of their fellow soldiers. An ahsolute alienation of 
miud, seems to have fallen upon the rcguku iroops. In despite of the orders 
of the officers, many gathered in squatU of ten or twelve deep, and in their 
oouibsiw, shot down the aaeii h&Cote than; whilst the troops in line fired 
W the pravinciab wherever they saw « smcdce, or heaid a shot firom hehtnd 
tmh Captak Waggoner, of the Virginia forces, who had tdten an advan- 
tageous position on the flank, with eighty men, was driven ftom it hy the 
British fire with the loss of fifty.* Fortunately, the Indians were Jield fiom 
pursuit by the desire of pkinder. The artillery and military stores, even the 
private cabinet of the connnander-in-chief, containing his instructions, fell 
into the hands q£ the enemy,. whose whole force was computed at three 
Jiundred men. 

The furritives continuing their flight to Dunbar's division, so infected it 
with their terror, that, though the enemy did not adynnrp, all the .u fillery and 
stores coiiected for the campaign, except those iii<lis]K nsablc for immediate 
use, were destroyed, and the remnant of the army liiarched to Fort Cum- 
bsriand. The loss m this engagement would have been still greater, but for 
the coolness and courage of the colonial troops. These, whom Braddock 
bsd contemptuously placed in his rear, so &r from yielding to the pame 
which disordered the regulars, o^red to advance against the enemy, nntil 
Uie others oould ibnn and hring up the artillery; hut the regulars could not 
■gsin he brought to the charge, yet the provincials actually formed and 
covered their retreat* The conduct of the Virginia troops merits- the great- 
est praise. Of three companies brought into the field, it is said, scarce thirty 
escnpod uninjured. Captain Peyroney and all his officers, down to the cor- 
por;ii, were Idlled. Captain Poison's company shared almost as hard a fate; 
the captain himself beinr? killed, and one otiicer only escaping. Of the com- 
pany of light-horse, commanded by Captain Stewart, twenty -live out of 
twciity-iiiae were slain. f 

This misfortune is solely to be ascrilKnl to the mi.scuiiduct of the general. 
Presumptuous, arrogant, and ignorant, he had no quality save courage to 
tnsiue success. Unacquainted with the country, and the Indian mooe of 
muc&re, he neglected the suggestions of the Duke of Cumberiand, whose in- 
teeticns. seem predicated on a prescience of his conduct, and the advice of 
Amnican officers, to employ his Indians m guarding against ambush and 
■uprise. He neglected and disobliged the Virginians, and behaved with ui- 
•Vportable haughtmess to all around him. With a lethargy in all his 
fl^ases, produced by self-sufficiency, he led his troope to be defeated and 
sinnfrbtored by a handful of men, who intended only to molest thdr 
iQQarch.:j: 

Dunbar proposed to return with his army, yet strong enoup^h tn rmvt the 
^my, to Philadelphia; but consented, on the remonstrance of tin Assembly 
of Pennsylvania, to keep the frontiers. He reqiiostcfl a courerence with 
Governor Morris, at Sbippcnsburg; but Governor Shirley having succeeded 
U> the chief command of the forces in America, though at first he dii'ccted 
Dunbar to renew the enterprise on Fort Du Quesne, and to draw upon the 
B^hbouring provinces fx men and munitions, changed his mind, and d^ter- 
med to employ his troops elsewhere, leaving to the populous provinces of 
Aauisylvaniay jifaryland, and Virginia, the care of their own defence. 

* Penn. Record*, 
t Penn. Gaz. 

t Modern Univ. Hist. Marshall. Franklin. Richard Peters' Report to ConneiL 
W. Bhttley'B letter to Governor Morris. See note Z, Appendix. 
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XXI« The defeat of General Bradduck, wholly unexpected, produced 
great consternation iliroughout all the colonies. Upon receipt of intelli- 
gence of this extraordinary event, as Governor Belcher properly termed it, 
he gummomd the Aflsembly of New Jeney, to meet .him. on the let of . Ai^ 
gust; but it was not until the approach of winteri that they heeame fidly 
aware of its disaatrous consequences, and began to prepare against theaw 
The enemy, long restrained, by fear of another attack, could scarce credit 
hia aensesy when he discovered the defenceless stale of the frontiers ; and 
now roamed, unmolested and fearlessly, along the western lines of Virginias 
Maryland, and Pennsylvania ; committing the most sqjipailing outrages, and 
wanton cruelties, which the cupidity and ferocity of the savage could dictate. 
The first inroads wore in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, \vh( nco, they 
were soon extctulrd to the Susquehanna; and thence through Berks and 
Northampton Counties, across the Delaware, into New Jersey. New hor- 
rors were given to these scenes, by the defection of the Shawanese and i>eia- 
ware Indians, who had hitherto continued faitliiul, and had repeatedly 
solicited employmeiiL against Liie French and their allius, with tlircats, that 
unless engaged with the EngUsh, they would take part against them. These 
threats had been humanely, if not wuely, withstood; now, irritated by 
the love of blood, and of (Sunder, and the hopes fed by the Fl«ich, of re* 
covering the lands they had aold, these savages openly joined tiie lbe> T6 
the perveision of these tribes, the Delaware chiefs, Shingas and Cofimm 
Jacobs^ were highly instrumental. They had been loaded with presents 
and favours, by the provincial authorities of Pennsylvania, and the principal 
inhabitants of Philadelphia ; and their defection and perfidy, justly awakened 
the nnrrpv of the citizens of that province; who, with the approbation of the 
govo nor, [)roclaimed a reward of seven hundred dollars for their heads. 

In the month of November, these barl)arous wretches laid waste the set- 
tlements in Northampton county, not sparing even those of the Moravians, 
wlio had ever treated them and their brethren, with the greatest kindness. 
Gnadenhuttcn, on the Lehigh, was attacked, and several of its iiiliabUants 
slaughtered; and the other Moravian stations soon shared a Uke fate. A 
letter from the Union Iron Works, New Jersey, dated 30th December, 1765, 
says» " the barbarous and bloody scene, which is nofw open in the upper 
parts of Northampton County, is the most lamentable, that has perhaps evsr 
appeared. There may be se^ horror and desolation; populous nrltliiiiiriili 
deserted — 'Villages laid in ashes — men, women and ohudren, cruelly man* 
pled and massacred — some found in the woods, very nauseous, fer want af 
mterment — some just reeking from the hands of their savage slaughterous ' ■ 
and some hacked, and covered all over with wounds." To this letter was 
annexed, a list of seventy-eight peisons killed, and more than ibrty settle- 
ments burned. 

A letter fiom Easton, of the 25th of the same month, states, that " the 
country, all above this town, for filly miles, is mostly evacimted and ruined. 
The people have, chiefly, fled into the Jerseys. Many of tlu ni have threshed 
out their corn, and carried it oif, with tlicir cattle, and best household goods ; 
hut a vast deal is left to the enemy. Man^ofiered half their personal eflSbcts, 
to save the rest; but could not obtain assistance enough, in time to ramose 
them* The enemy made but few prisoners; murdering abnost all thai fell 
into thdr hands, of all ages, and both sexes. All buainsss is at an end; and 
the few remaining) starving inhabitants, in this town, are quite dejected and 
dispirited*** 

The panic, which foreran the savage monsters, seemed to deprive their 
prfv, of the moans- of concerting defence and retaliation. And the farmers, 
intoxicated with hope, or 8tupe£^ by fear, suffered the invader to approach 
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their soMtan^ and undef^ded homesteads, without an effort to etop them on 
the way. 'I'his was the cfff^ct of a long period of penco, and the consequeot 
total inex|)erience of warfare, as well as of the manner by which the assail- 
ant conducted their attacks. They wandered over the country, in small 
parties, concealing themselves, winlst danger was near, and pouncing, sud- 
denly, upon the unprepared, generally during the darkness of the night; 
they made undistinguished slaughter; and frequently consumed liieir vic- 
tims, upqa the fimeral piles formed of their dwellings. This senseless, and 
emaflculatuig fear, seems to hkve spent itself, csa. the light bank of the De- 
kwaie* 

The mhfthitftiiCs of New Jertey, loosed by the sufihnngs of tfaeb neigh- 
bours, prepared >sea!iokiabIy, not only to resist the foe, but to protect their 
friends* Among the energetic citizens of Sussex County, <>>lonel John 
Anderson was' most conspicuoua^-^ With four hundred men, whom he col- 
lected, he scoured the country, marched ta the defence of Eastoii, and pur- 
sued (he dastard enemy, unhappily, in vain. The governor promptly des- 
patched troops from all parts of the province, to the defence of its western 
i'rontier; and the wealthy inhabitants advanced the funds requisite for their 
maintenance, until the Assembly, in the middle of December, took such 
troops, upon the provincial establishment, and recalled their baftalion, under 
Colonel Schuyler, iVum the northern service, where it was then idle; and 
pfaAsed them, also, on the frontier. To meet the expenses thus incurred, 
the House, though greatly chagrined, at the rejection, by the King, of their 
liH) for a p^ier cnrrency, TOted £10,000, in such bills, redeemable at the 
usnal period of live years** 

XXIL The troops destined for th6 northern ezpedilions, assonbled at 
Albany, on the close of June, but were not equipped for the Held, until the 
last of August. General Johnson proceeded to the southern shore of Lake 
George, on his way to Ticonderoga, where he received information of the 
approach of Baron Dieskau, at the head of twelve hundred regulars, and six 
hundred Canadians and Indians. He detached Colonel Williams, with one 
thousand men, to reconnoitre, and to skirmish with the enemy. Engaging 
with the foe, the detachment was overthrown, put to flight, and its com- 
mander killed. A second detachment, sent to the aid of the first, experienced 
a like fate : boLli were pursued to the camp, where they found shelter, be- 
hbd a breast-work of fallen trees, which the American army had thrown up, 
m its ttcoL The artillery, which had lately arrived, was served with effect ; 
od though the Baron advanced finnly to the charge, his militia and Indiana 
^ksMed him, and he was compelled with his re^dare to retreat. In the 
pursuit, which itras dose and araent, Dieskau, mortally wounded and aban- 
doned, was nnade prisoner. A scouting party, under the command of Cap- 
tains Folsom and Maginnis, from Fort Edward, fell on the baggage of the 
enemy, routed fhe guard, and immediately after engaged with the retreating 
army ; which, surprised by an enemy whose force it did not know, fled pre- 
cipitately towards the post^ on the lake. This repnl^o of Dieskau, though 
not followed up by Johnson, was magnified into a splendid victory; served 
in some measure, to relieve the effect of Braddock's defeat, and procured the 
fortunate general, a present of five thousand pounds sterling, from the House 
of Commons, and the title of baronet, from the King. This army was soon 
after dischai^ed, with the exception of six hundred men, retained to garrison 
Forts Edward and William Henry. The French seized and fortified Tioon« 
d^ga. 

Genml Shirley, at the head of the expeditioii against Niagara and Fioii* 

• Votas. 
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tignac, did not reach Oswego, on Lake Ontario, until late in Augubl. ilis 
force consisting of about tliirteen luindiiri rej,nilars, and one hundred and 
twenty militia and Indians, he divided; tnibaikincr betwef^n six and seven 
hundred men, Ibr iNiagara, mai ieaving the reiaainder at Oawcgo. But 
hod scarce emharked, hefore the rains set in with lury, and his uidians, di»* 
couraged, dispersed. It was apparent, that the seaaoo was now too &r ad* 
vanced for the aoodmpBahnoeiit of his design, whicfa, by the advioa of a 
OOUDcU of war, was abandoned* k garnsoo of seven hundred men iras left 
at Oswego, to oon^l^ the works, and the general returned to Albany* 

XXI II. The marauding parties of French and Indians hung on the westen 
frontiers during the winter* To guard against thobr devastations, a chain of 
forts and block-houses, were erected by Pennsylvania, along the Kittatinny 
or Blue Mountain, from the river Delaware to the Maryland line, command- 
ing the principal passes of the mountains. In New Jersey, forts and block 
houses were also erected alon«;; the inoiintaiii, ;Hid at luvorable points on the 
cast bank of the Delaware river. Although ilio uiroads uf the i-.avages across 
the river were infrequent, yet the fear w hich every one on the frontier felt, 
that his liiiunight slumbers might be broken by tlie warwhoop, or that his 
dweUiug and out-houses mii^iit be consumed bclure the morning's dawn, was 
sufficient to disturb the rc^pose of the most courageous. Many left thdr 
husBom^ and all called loudly upon the Assembly for additional means of de- 
fence. 4^d in the spring, when the Jersey regiment was again to prooeed 
to the north, the House authorized the eatotment of two hundred md My 
volunteers, to supply their place and that of the militia on the frontier* Two 
hundred of this force were also destined to unite with any tiOope that might 
be organized by other colonies, for pursuing the brutal enemy to his den, 
and making hitn, in the sufferings of his wives and his children, feel tlie 
horrors which lie had deiiirhted to inflict. The provincial force on the 
frc)ntier was, subsequently, increased, and the whole was commanded hy 
Colonel De Hart. 

XXIV. Guvcrnor Shirley, having been appointed commander-in-chief, 
yiiniiin nod, in the spring of the year 1756, the governors of the northern 
aud nuddlc colonies to settle the plan of the ensuing campaign. The council 
resolved on raising ten thousand two hundred and fifty men ; to attack Nia- 
gara, that the eommunicatioii between Canada and Louisiana might bo cot 
off ; to reduce Tioonderoga and Crown Pcxnt, that the command of Lake 
Champlain might be obt&ied, and New Yoric he freed from the apprehen* 
sion of invasion ; to besiege Fort Du Quesne; and to detach a body of fiwoea, 
by the river Kcnnebeck;, to. alarm the capital of Canada* This plan was too 
extensive for the means which General Shirley possessed ; and served ofdy 
to dissipate the strengthf which more concentrated effects might have reii- 
dered serviceable. 

In enlisting troops for the approaching campaign, the rcrniiting parties in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, gave great oflence to the mhaljiiants, by the 
reception, if not, the seduction of their indented servants: and the Assembly 
of the latter province threatened to disconrimie the regiment they had fur- 
nisiicci, unless this grievance were redressed. Circumstcmces, however, did 
not admit the discharge of such recruits to any great extent; of which tiie 
House, becoming sensible, it expropriated £15,000, for the maintenance of 
that regiment for the ensuing campaign. Extraordinary induoemeiits wm 
oflered at this time^Jbr enliataMnt in & royal r^gimrats* The feomits wcis 
exempted Irom senrlce any where but in North America, and Mrere promind 
a bounty of two hundred acres of land, free from quit«>rents, ibr ten ysaxsy 
either in the province of New York, New Hampshire, or Nova Scotia, at 
their option; to be assured, in cass they should be killed in the service, to 
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Aeir children. And to stimulate the provinces to liberal appropriations, as 
occasion might require, Parliament voted £115,000 sterling, to be distri- 
buted at tlie King's pleasure, among the northfTQ and middle provmcea> of 
which New Jersey received five thousand pounds. 

XXV. Though Franee and England had been encraged in the warmest 
hostilities, in Amcricii, .sifjce 1754, the peace was iioi openly and avowedly 
broken in Europe, until iMay, oC the present year. .The events in America, 
IB 1764, had determined each to despatch considerable reinforcements to the 
edodes. The Fmich, understanding that orders had been given to Bosca<* 

to intexoept their Bquadron, declared they would consider the first gun 
ined as a declaration of war; and their minister was -recalled from London, 
in consequence of an attack upon their fleet, hy that admiral* The British 
govrrnment instantly issued letters of marque, under which a large number 
of French merchant ships* and seven thousand French sailors, were captured* 
A blow which had great eSbct upon the subsequent operations of the war, in 
Europe and America. 

XXVI. Either from want of confidence in the military talents of General 
Shirley, or thnt, he might give them information on American affairs, the 
ministry removed him from his command, and summoned him to England. 
General Abe rerombie sncceeded him; with whom came out two additional 
regimenffe. But the chief direction of the war was soon aller given to the 
Earl ol' Loudon, who was appointed governor of Virginia, and colonel of 
the royal American regiment, which had been lately formed from the 
German emigrants. 

XXVIL In ttie mean time, Sir William Johnson had succeeded, by the 
mediation of the Six Nations, in disposing the Shawanese and Delawaies to 
tti accommodation. Hostilities against tmm were suspended, and the treaty 
of peace was soon afler ratified at Easton. This was the wididrawal of oab 
painful thorn from the side of the colonies ; and the chastisement inflicted by 
Colonel Armstrong of Pennsylvania,* by the destruction of the den of the 
horde, at Kittanning, sdon extracted another. The conflagration of that 
town, and slaughter of the Indian families there, was a sc%'ere stroke upon 
the savngrs. Hitherto, the English had not assailed them in Iheir towns, 
and they iancied, wonl l not venture to approach them. But, now, though 
urged by unquenchable thirst of vengeance to retaliate the blow, they 
dreaded, that, in their absence on war parties, their wigwams might be re- 
duced to ashes. Such of them as belonged to Kittanning, niu! liad escaped 
the carnage, refused to settle again on the east of Fort Du Quesiie; resolving 
to place that fortress and the French garrison between themselves and the 
EiwUsh. 

XXVilL Of the many ent»'prises resolved on by General Shirley, sevend 
vera nnattempted ; none were successful* Notwithstanding the exertions in 
the northern provinces, the recruiting service moved heavily. Much time was 

kwt hy the change of commanders ; and the season for operation was nearly 
half spent, before the arrival of Lord Loudon. No preparations were made 
against Fort Du Quesne. The colonies of Virginia, Maryland, and Penn- 
sylvania, far from pursuing offensive measures, were unable to protect them- 
selves. The rxnr dition against Ticonderoga and Crown Point, wa^ eonfided 
to General Wmslow, who had won golden opinions during his last campaign, 
m Nova Scotin. 8even thousand pro^incialists had ap'^embled near Lake 
George, but their number was reduced by subtractions for the garrisons in 
their rear. VVinslow refused to proceed without reinforcements; and though 
soon after strengthened by some British troops, under General Abercrombie, 
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he was perplexed and embarrassed by disputes relative to rank, which grew 
out of this junction. Tlio regulations of the crown, nn this subject, had 
given great offence in America j and such was the rrlu* tatice of the provin- 
cialist^ to serve under British otticers, that, in the present case, in order to 
enable the troops to act, separately, the Americans were witlidrawn from the 
garrisons to the army, and their places supplied with British forces. The 
expedition lo Ontario was rendered liopeless by the successes of the French 
under Montcalm, who had captured the forts of Ontario and Oswego, situate 
on dther side of the Qnondago river, at its junctkm with the lake. These 
forts in the country of the Six Natbns, he» with sound policy, destroyed, in 
their presence. At the capture of Oswego, Colonel Scnuyier, and half the 
Jeisey regiment, which formed part of the garrison, were made prisoners 
and sent to Canada ; from whence they were not released, until the end of 
the campaign, and then on parole, not to serve for eighteen months. Thd 
regiment was, however, recruited to its original state of five hundred men, 
at the expense of the province, early in the ensuing spring. 

Discouraged and dii^cnncerted by these event?:, T.oudon relinquish r^rl all 
offensive operations, and di'='pnse(1 his troops for the defence of the frontier. 
Renewed efforts to increase his iurce were rendered abortive by the appear- 
ance of the small-pox at Albany. The troops which were on the march 
from New England, and the nriny at Lake Georije, were panic-struck by 
the irruption of an enemy niure dreadiul than tlie French; and it boiame 
necessary to garrison all the posts with British troops, and to discharge the 
provindalists, excepting one regiment raked in New York* Thus tcnni- 
nated, for a second time, in d^at and utter i&appointment, the sanguine 
hopes, formed by the colonists, of a brilliant and successfol campaign. Much 
labour had been employed, and much money expended, in collecting, by 
land, from a great distance, troops, provisions,, and military stores, at Alba- 
ny, and in transporting them through an almost unsettled country, to Lake 
George; yet not an efibrt had been made to drive the invaders even fiom 
their outposts at Ticonderoga. 

XXIX. The treaty with Teedyuscung, had neutralized the Delaware and 
Shawanese tribes on the Susquehanna, but the country was still exposed to 
the inroads of the French and western Indians, who, growing confident 
from the late disasters of the English, roamed, in small parties, avoiding or 
attacking the forts and armed provincialists, as they judged most safe. The 
counties of Cumberland, Lanciistcr, Berks, and Northajiipton, in Pennsyl- 
vania, and, occasionally, a part of Sussex, in New Jersey, were, during the 
spring and summer mcniths of 1757, kept in condnual alarm, and some of 
the scalping parties penetrated to withitf thirty miles of PhOadelphia. Many 
of theses wretches paid with thdr lives, the just penalty of their temerity. 
But their su&rings were not comparable with those of the unfortunate in-^ 
habitante. Incessant anxiety pervaded every family in the districts we have 
named ; their slumber was broken by the yell of. demons, or by dread of 
attack, scarce less horrible than their actual presence. The ground was 
ploughed, the seed sown, and the harvest gathered, under the fear of the 
tomahawk and ride. Women visiting their sick neighbours, were shot or 
captured; children, driving home rnttle from the field, were killed and 
scalped; whilst the enemy, dastardl) as cruel, shrunk from every equality 
of force. Many of the richest neighbourhoods were deserted, and property 
of every kind abandoned : extraordinary heroism was frequently displayed 
by men, women, and children, in defence of themselves and their homes, 
and in pursuit of, and combat with, the enemy. There was certainly great 
want of ability and energy in the consdtnted authorities, British and Pkovhi- 
ciaL United councils, and well directed eiforts, would have drirai the bar* 
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bariaiis to their savage haunts, mid rejjeated the chastibcment, administered 
at Kittanning, until they sued iur peace. The Assembly of New Jersey, 
however, was not legardlete of the danger and euiferingB of her frontier citi« 
sens, and kept on foot, for their protection, a body of rangers, consisting of 
one hundred and twenty men, under Captain Gardber; who, though they 
could not prevent occasional invasions of the foe, gave ^ much security to 
the frontier as circumstances would admit* 

XXX. Lord Loudon, in the middle of January, summoned the Governors of 
the New England provinces to New York* In no very good humour he attri- 
buted to them, the disasters of the late campaign. " Their enterprise against 
Crown Point," he said, "had not been timely communicated to tho ministry; 
their troops were inferior to his expectations, disposed to insul) i iiioaiion, and 
less numerous than had been promised; the true state of the fbrfs and gar- 
risons had not been reported to him, and tlie provincial Le<^islatures iiad 
given liiiii votes, instead of men and money." J fe concluded this reprimand 
with a n qui-sition for additional troops from New England, New Yori<j and 
New Jersey. The spirit of the colonists, however, was not to be broken by 
misfbrtune, caused by the incapacity of the ministry of the parent state, and 
her delegated satraps, nor to be perverted by unmerited mroaches* His 
demands were, generally, complied with; and he waa'phioed, in the spring, 
at the head of a respectable army, to tempt his fortune under his own star* 
The New England provinces exerted themselves greatly at this time, and 
authorized a draft, or conscription, should their quotas not be completed by 
voluntary enlistment. The force required from Now Jersey was one thousand 
men; but the Assembly conceiving five hundred to be their full proportion, 
H'^jsed to do more than complete their regiment; and in nn answer to the 
junjiiisal of Governor Helcher, that they should, also, authorize a drat), they 
peremptorily declared by a vote of 12, to 7, "that they were dcienniued not 
to oblige or comp(;l any of the inhabitants by Corce, to serve as soldiem." 

XXXI. The failures ot^ the past year were attributed to the multiplied ob- 
jects of the campaign, and tlie consequent division of the forces. Unity of 
design, and concentration of the troops, it was presumed, would ensure suc- 
cess* It was therefore resolved, that Louisburg should be attadced; and 
Hali&z was fixed as the rendezvous of the fleet and army* Early m July, 
Admiral Holbum arrived there with a laige squadron of ^ps and five thou- 
sand land forces; and afbr many delays, was joined by Lord Loudon, with 
riz thousand regulars. Much was properly anticipated from this formidable 
annament, bu^ the procrastincftion of the commander*in-chief doomed the 
country to severe disappointment. For before his preparations were com- 
pleted, the French had occupied Louisburg with a superior force, despatched 
from Brest, against which his lordship was not dis{)Osed to make an effort. 

XXXI I. Tho enemy, however, was not slow to avail himself of the ad- 
vantages which mif^ht accnic to him by the withdrawal of the British troops 
from the northern frontiers of New York. Montcalm, at the head of nine 
thousand men, drawn principally fr(im Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and the 
neighbouring forts, witth some Canadians and Indians, invested Castle Wil- 
Ikun on the southern shore of Lake George. The place was garrisoned by 
three thousand men, includmg the unfortunate Jersey regiment, was well fbr> 
dfied and supplied with necessaries, but Colonel iMonroe was compelled to 
sqrrender it withuilaix days afiier its investment Montcalm's triumph was 
stained by the barbarities of his Indian allies, and though he exerted himself 
to protect his prisoners, the massacre of many of them will ever be coupled 
with his name* Major-general Webb made strenuous exertions to relieve 
the fort by arousing the miUtia of New York and New Jersey. From the 
latter pravinoe, one thousand mm were despatched, and three thousand were 
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put in readiness to march, should they be required. By these reinfbrcenieiili 
he was enabled to hold Fort Edward, check the progress of the enemy, who 
retired when he had learned the retuni of Loudcm to New Yorlu The New 
Jersey regiment with other prisoners were released, and returned to New 
York under parole, not to serve again during eighteen noonths, and being thus 
rendered useless, were, at the instance of the AssemUy, disbanded. This regi- 
ment, since the capture of Colpnel Schuyler, had been commanded by dAy 
nel Parker. 

XXXf II. Oil Aiip^Tisf 31 , 1757, died Governor Jonathan Belcher, in the 76th 
year of his age. His health had been so infirm, during the preceding two 
years, that he summoned the Assenibl v to attend him at b^Iizabethtown, much 
to their dissatisfaction. The House seemed apprehensive of being made a mere 
satellite of the Executive, to revolv(^ around him, in whatever sphere he ciiose 
to move, and tlicy therefore attended Governors Morris and Belcher, even 
when illness j)revcnted these ofiiccrs IVom getting to Burlington, or to Amboy 
with great reluctance ; protesting at all times, that their acquiescence should 
not £ drawn into precedent; and they explicitly refused to adjourn from 
Burlington to Trenton, on the request of hi^ successor Mr* Readington, al- 
though his health also required this indulgence. 

dovernor Belcher was a native of New England, and inherited, in early 
youth an abundant fortune, which enabled him to visit Europe, and to mingle 
extensively in good society, until lavish expenditure dissipated his wealth* 
He joined the popular side in the colony of Massachusetts, in the long con- 
test with Governor Burnet, on the question of fixinj^ his salary, for an inde- 
finite time, and was sent as an agent of the Ass(MTibly to represent their 
views to the King. Upon the death of Governor Burnet he was appointed 
to succeed him, and then maintained tlie pretension of his predecessor, which 
he had been employed to repel, and with the like ill success. His adminis- 
tration at Boston was distinguished by his taste for ostentation, and his 
imperious deportment, and he finally so disgusted the influential mcii of that 
government, by rejecting several respectable persons nominated to the coun- 
cQ, that they successfully united to efiect his removal. He ailerwaids le- 
mained several years, unemployed, until, he was named to the government of 
New Jersey. He was now advanced in age, yet lively, diligent in hie sta* 
tion, and circomspect in his conduct, religious, generous and ai&blcb He 
aflected splendour, at least equal to his rank and fortune: but was a man of 
worth and honour, and though, in his last years under great debility of body 
from a stroke of the palsy,, he boie up with*^ firmness and resignation, and 
went through the business of his government, in the most difficult part of the 
war, with unremitting zeal in the duties of his office."* 

XXXIV. By the death of Mr. l^elcher, the administration of the govern- 
ment again devolved on Mr. John Renrling, the first named of the counsellors; 
who being aged and infirm, at tirst refused, and finally assumed, its duties 
with great reluctance. For the space of mon^ than a month, the government 
was directed by the whole council, at whose insUmce, on the application of 
Lord liOudon, the Assembly voted one hundred rangers, to be employed on 
the froatiera. during the winter season.f 

* Smith's Hist, of N. J. 438. 

t The captain of tins company received six shillings, the lieutenants five. «=rf>r- 
jeonts four, corporals three and six pence, and the private soldier throe shillings per 
day. And eaeh officer and soldier was fbrnished at colonial expense, with a blanket, 
a half thick under jacket, a kaisey jacket h|>elled, buckskin breeches, two check 
shirts, two pair of shoes, two pair of stnckin^rt). a leather cap, and a batobet^ and^ 
abiUiiigs was allowed to the captain for each private be should enlist. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ti * 
\ • 

OoQtaining Events from the Presidency of Mr. Readtng to the repeal of the Btuap 

Act— from the year ITIfJ to the year 17GC.— I. Influence of Mr. Pitt and his 
Policy upon Colonial Allairs — New hopes infused into the ColonistH — II. Suc- 
cessfnl Attack of the English upon the Northern Forta. — ill. Capture of Fort 
Da Qoflgne bj General Forbes.--'IV. Cheerful and ready aid of the Colonies. — 
V. New Jersey supplies one thnnsand Mm, and builds Jiarracks for the King's 
Troops.— VI. President Reading supe;rseded by the arrival of Governor Ber- 
nsrd— His treaty with the Indians — Succeeded by Thomas Boone — He, by Josiah 
Hardy — He, by William Franklin, the last of the Royal Gtovernors. — Vll. Effi- 
cient Preparations for the Campaign of IT')! >. — VIIJ Conquest of the French 
Colonies in North America. — XX. Honourable share of the Frovincialists in this 
Refidt-^-Z. Treaty of Peace with France and Bp«i]i.^Xr. New Confederacy and 
Hoitililiea of the Indians — Six hundred Troops raised by New Jersey. — XII. Im- 
pressions on the English Ministry, by tltp Wealth and "rower displayed in Ame- 
rica.—- XIIL PropNOsition of Mr. Grenviiio to tax the Colonies. — XlV. Consider 
latioii of the Pnnciplea relating to Colonial Taxation. — XV* Ui, GrenviUe. 
commmunicates his purpose to the Colonial Agents in London.— XVI. Views 
taken by Colonies of this Proposition. — XVII. Propositions by several of the 
Colonies to raise Money, rejected by Mr. Grenville. — XVllI. Act of Parliament 
for Tax on Colonial Imports and Exports. — XIX^ Eflhct of the Measures in 
America — Proceedings of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. — XX. Stamp Act 
passed — Its reception in the Colonies.— XXI. Temporary suspension of legal 
proceedings and of tiie publication of Newspapers. — XXII. A nti- Importation 
Asaoeiations.— XXIII. Orgianization of the **€ons of Liberty. "—XXIV. Proposi- 
tion of Massachusetts for assembling a Congress of Deputies from the Colonies — 
Action of New Jersey on this proposition. — XXV. Proceedings of the Con- 
gress — Messrs. Ruggles of Massachusetts, and Ogden of New Jersey, refuse to join 
u a General Petition.— XX VI. The Assembly of New Jersey approve the Pro^ 
ceodinffs of Congress — ^adopts Resolutions condcrnnntory of the Stamp Act. — • 
XXVil. Efforts in England for Kepeal of the Stamp Act. — XXiX. Inquiry bo- 
fore the House of Conmionf— Repeal of the Stamp Act. 

L With the opening of the year 1758, a new era dawned upon the colo* 
nieg, widen were roused from a state of apathy by the voice of William Pitt, 
The enterprise, judgmenti and firmness, which had raised England from the 
depths of humility, were now employed <br the reduction of the American 
continent. The plan of the campaign was wisely matured, and committed 
for execution, to men who had reputations to lose and fortunes to gain. 
Loudon was remlled. Abercrombie commanded in chief, with Amlierst for 
his second, aided by Brigadiers Wolfe and Forlx^s. The fleet, consisting 
aitc^ther of one himdred and fifty sail, was commanded by Boscawen. 

If. The designated objects of tlie campaign were Louisburg, the forts on 
the lakes, and Fort du Quesne. Major-general Amherst, with twelve thou- 
sand men, aided by the fleet, laid siege to the first, early in June; and cap- 
ttued it, afler an obstinate defence of seven weeks* -Geiaeral Abercrombie, 
with seven thousand regulars Qlid ten thousand colonial troops, undertook 
the expedition against the northern forts*. He first attempted that at Ticon- 
deroga» which had heen' reared by the French m 1756, on the narrow neck 
of land dividing Lake George from Lake Champlain* Its position, strong 
by nature, was well secured by art, and by a garrison of five thousand men. 
Relying on his superior force, the British general made his attack without 
artillery, which, iirom the badness of the roads, could not keep pace with the 
army. He was repulsed with the loss of two thousand men, cliiefly killed; 
among whom were Bric^adier-general Lord Howe, and many other offif rrs 
of distinction. Though still superior to the enemy, he made a hasty retreat; 
R 
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but compensated ior this ill-timed prudence, by the cnpture of Fort Fron- 
tignac, situate on the north side of the riv( r St. Lawrence, at its entrance 
from Lake Ontario; commanding the river, ami serving as a magazine for 
the more southern castles. The garrison consisted of one hundred and ten 
men only ; but the fort contained a large stock of arms, stores, and provi* 
dons (oT the •western poets. Nine armed vesselsy some of which carried 
eif^leen guns, were also taken* The enterprise was projected and ejiecutBd 
by Lieutenant-oolonel Bradstieet. 

. m* The reduction of Fort Du Quesne was confided to Brigadier-general 
Forbes, with a detachment from General Abercrombie^s army, strengthened 
by the southern miiitia; the whole computed at seven thousand eight hun* 
dred artd fifty men.* He began his march from Carlisle in the middle of 
July, to join Colonel Bouquet at Ra\ stown ; who, with two thousand five 
hundred men, was advanced to Loyal Flnnna, fifty milos further to the west- 
ward. The march of the main body was dolay^tl until {September, in con- 
sequence of the difficulty in procuring carriages and military stores, and rif 
the tarduicrfs willi which the orders to tin; Virginia regulars, under Colonel 
Washington, had l)een given. In the mean time, Major Grant was detached 
by Bouquet, with (uglit hundred men, to reconnoitre the fort and adjacent 
country. He was attacked, surrounded by the enemy, and lost above three 
hundred men, killed and taken, and. was himself among the prisoned; tbe 
vaoMiinder retired in great confusk)a.t Colonel BouqtMt still continuing al 
Loyal Hanna, the enemy resolved to attack him, in his camp. A force^ esti- 
mated at twelve hundred French, and two hundred Indians, commanded by 
t)e Vetri, assailed him on the eleventh of October with great vivacity, but 
WW compelled lo draw off withconsid< i l ie loss, after a warm combat of 
four hourSf A second attack was made during the night, but some shells 
thrown from the camp compelled them to retreat. The loss of Colonel 
Bouquet amounted to sixty-seven rank and file, killed and wounded. Upon 
the twenty-third or twenty-fourth of 0(!tober, General F(^rbes proceeded froTu 
Raystown to Loyal Hanna. He continued there until the sevf^nteemh c>f 
NovemlK-r. On the twelfth of that month Colonel Washington, being ont 
with a sct nilinir party, fell in with a number of the enemy about three miles 
from the carn|), whom he attacked, killing one, und taking three prisoners: 
among the latter was one Johnson, an Englishman, who had been captured 
by the Indians in Lancastec county, from whom was derived full, and correct 
information of the state of the garrison at Du Quesne* A most unfortunate 
occurrence happened to the provincials upon this occasion. The fire of 
Washington's party being heard at the camp, Colonel Meicer, with alauni- 
her of Virginians, were sent to hiis assistance. The two parties approach- 
ing, in the dusk of the evening, reciprocally mistook each other for enemies; 
ft number of shot was exchanged, by which a lieutenant and thirteen or four- 
teen Virginians were killed. On the thirteenth of November, a force of one 
thousand men, under Colonel John Armstron^^, was pushi d f()r\vard, and the 
general followed on the seventeenth, with four thousand three hundred efn?c- 
tive men, leaviufij stroncr garrisons at Raystown and Loyal Hanna. For 
want of practicable roads, the whole march was tedious <iu<l ditlieult — the 
advance ol* ten miles u-day being doomed extraordinary progresii. The 

* 350 Royal Americans; four companies. 
1200 HighlandefH; thirteen companies. 
2(>00 Virginians. 

'2700 Pojiiisylvuni;ins. 

lUOO, Wogoucrs, ^iutiuni} aod followers of the army. 

Penn. Gaxotto, I7ri8, No. 

1 Uth September. 
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army was greatly afTlictecl by sicknnss, and ^\•eakL'ncd by desertion. Ne- 
«flccting the road former! rut by Rraddock over the mountains, General 
Forbes opexied a new oiif, by which lie approached the fort. Tiie capture 
ofFroalignac, and dt llctiou of tlie Indiana iiom the French interest, had 
already prepart;d the way for his success. The garri.sori of Fort Du Qu(^sno, 
imsustaincd by their savage allies, and hopeless ol" reiuturcemeuts, the Cana- 
dian force lately engaged at Loyal Hanna having retired, held the place, 
only, until the approadi of the English army should justify its abandoomel^; 
Accordingly, on the twenty-fourth of Novemher> wben Forbes was within a 
day's march of the fort, they burned and abandoned it, and escaped, by the 
Ouo liver, to.the French settlements upon the Mississippi. The rumed fortifi> 
cations were seized by the English, on the ncxt.day, and, being hastily repaired, 
were garrisoned by four hundred and fifty men, el liefly provincial troops, 
from Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, under the command of Colonel 
Mercer. The remainder of the army was marched into the intwior^ and 
quartered nt Lancaster, Reading, and Philadelphia. 

IV. In the preparations of the colonies for this campaign, we have new 
evidL'nce of the power which an energetic spirit, directed by wisdom, may 
obtain, ovt r the mass of mankind. I'lie ffxitributions of the provinces, to- 
wards carrying on the continental war, h.nl, for the last campaigns, imvn 
merely the cold returns of duty; but in Lius, the people displayed all the zeal 
with which men pursue their interests, when animated by well founded hopes 
of^uccess. Their combined forces, they were now assured, would heap 
pBed tp remove the enemy from tlie frontiers; and instead of being re<{uired 
to fiunish a specific quota of troops, each colony was directed to raise as 
biga a fi>rce as was in its power, ^'th the greatest possible despatch* To 
tender such force eflfective, Mr. Pitt recommended to the respective gover- 
nors, to commission popular men for officers, and in bestowing military ap- 
pointments, to have i^rd, solely, to the public service. Arms, ammuni- 
tion, tents, and provisions, were to be furnished by tbo crown; and the 
expcmse of levying, clothing, and pav, was to be borne by tlie provinces* 
But, even these cJiai'ges, he promised to recommend the parliament to pay,- 
as the vigour and ef?brts of the provinces should merit. 

V. Thus ins{)irited, tlie Assembly of New Jersey, instead of raising, re- 
luctantly, five hundred men, doubled that number; and to fill the ranks, in 
season, offered a bounty of twelve pounds, per man ; increased the pay of the 
Dfllcers, and voted a sum of fifty thousand pounds, for their maintenahce. 
They, at the same sesaons, directed barracks to be built at Burlington, 
Trenton« New Bmnswickt Ambmr, and Elizabethtown, competent, each, for 
tbe aocommodatioa of thiee hujiared men. Nor, did Me AMiemblp faU to 
remark^ OH ihe eomtituHQAal method they had been eaUed on to give 
(utitkmce to the eommm caake; heing l^t at Uherty to furnish to the 
crown, what their own ahilitg mid eenee of the occasion required. This 
complement of one thousand men, New Jersey kept up, during the years 
1758, 1759, and 1760; and in the years 1701 and 1762, furnished six hun- 
dred men, beside in the latter vrnr, a company of sixty-four men and officers, 
e^ipecially, f<u i^arrison duty; for which she incurred an avera^ e^pc)^ of 
forty thousand pounds per annum. 

VI. On the 13th of June, 1758, President Reading was superseded by tlie 
arrival of Francis Bernard, Esq., who iitinncd to govern the province, in 
unbroken harmony with the Legislature, until ihc 4th of July, 1760. The 
principal service rendered by this gentleman, was the aid he gave in the 
pacificatipn of the Indians, at the traaty of Easton, in October, of 
which we have spoken fully elsewhere. Upcoi his transfer to Massachusetts, 
he waemoeeded by ThomM Boone, who continued little mm tfasa a year; 
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being removed to South Carolina, and his place in New Jersey rappUed by 
Josiah Hardy. Upon his dismissal, and appointment to the consulate at 
Cadiz, came in, William Franklin, the son of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, the 
last of the colonial govornors. Thus, in the space of five year;^, New Jersey 
had seen five governors aj>j ini^d by the crown. This Irequent change 
proved very unacceptable to [in c olony, which was fully content with the 
three first we have named; and would have been satisfied to have spared the 
repeated gifl of five hundred pounds, usually made to the new governor, on 
his arrival, in consideration ol' the expense and trouble of his voyage. To 
Governor Franklin this present was not made. But as the cost of Uving had 
considmbly increased by the diminutbn of the value of inoney, conseqiieiit 
on the increased amount of the circulating meditiniy ' during the war, the 
Assembly added two hundted pounds to the annual salary, nuddng it twelve 
hundred pounds. 

VII. Great Britain, having resolved to annihil^ the French power in 
North America, made adequate preparations for the campaign of 1759. An 
army of eight thousand men, under General Wolfe, was destined to i^tack 

Quelx^c; whilst General Amherst, with 12,000 regtilar and provincial troops, 
shniiM reduce the forts of Ticondero;:j^a and Crown Point, cross Lnke Cham- 
plaui, and by the rivers Richelieu and St. Lawr(>nce, join Wolfe ; and General 
Pridenux, assisted by Sir William Johnson, at the head of some friendly 
Indians, should capture the fort at the falls of Niagara, and proceed by Lake 
Ontario and Montreal, to unite with the other generals. To General Stan- 
wix, was confided the southern department, with orders to watch tiio western 
frontier, and to erect proper forts for its defence. 

VIII. This stupendous plan was, only, partly carried into execittion* 
Quebec was purchased with the life of the gBilant Wolfe; General Amhent 
obtained possession of Crown Point and Ticonderoga, but too late in the 
season, to permit him to accomplish the remainder of the plan assigned to 
him. General Prideaux invested Niagara, but was slain in the tn^n l k ^ by 
the bursting of a cohort. The fort was, however, captured by Sir William 
Johnson, who succeeded him in the command. It was not until September 
of the succeeding y<^nr, that the great object was entirely gained; when, by 
the union nf three Brilisli nrmies, l;)efore Montreal, the Marquis do Vaudreuil, 
was compelled to surrender, by capitulation, the whole of the French posses- 
sions to his Britannic Majesty. 

Thus fell the great power of France in America. Possessed of the northern 
and southern parts of the continent, her encroachments became fonnidrLble 
to the British American empire, which she sought to confine, to a narrow 
slip ef sea-coQSt. She thus brought upon her the united power of England 
and her colonies, which she baffled, when feebly duectedi but which was 
irresistible in the hands of a wise and energetic minister. 

IX. The share of the provincials in this result, gives lustre to the colonial 
history of the American States. They had kept in the field an average force 
of twenty>five thousand men during the war; had lost thirty thousand of 
their young men, and contributed three miUions five hundred thousand 
pounds sterling, to the payment of its expenses.* Four hundred privateers, 
from their ports, ravaged the French West India inlands, and distressed the 
commerce of France, in all parts of tlie world. Their troops preserved the 
remains of the army wrecked by the tolly of Braddock ; and under Monckton, 
captured Beau Sejour, in Nova Scotia. Commanded by Sir Wiliiam John- 
son, they destroyed the army of Baron Dieskau; and subsequently reduced 
Fort Niagara, one of the most important posts on the continent. The merit 

• Of tfali sum, FlurliiiiMat laimbiined at several times, £1,031,666 sterUn^ . 
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of these actions, is ascrihablc to them, solely. In all the marches and battles 
they were principal sufferers; and where honour was to be gained, the pro- 
vincial was distinguished, by his fortitude in adversity, and Jhis promptitude 
and courage in the hour of peril. 

X. Spain became party to the war, in January, 1772; but the conflict 
against the united house of Bourbon, was not of long continuance; peace 
bong made with France and Spain, on the lid of November, of the same year. 
We are interested in the terms of the treaty, so far only, as they afiected the 
cobni^ France suneadeted her pretensioiis to Nova Sootm, and ceded 
Canada, ineludi]^ Louisiana* Spain yielded Florida* In exdiange finr this 
mighty domain, France reoeiyed the islands of St. Pierre and lifiqueloii, near 
Newfoundland, with a restricted privilege of the fishery, and the islands of 
Martinique, Ghaadaloupe, Mariegalante, Deseada, and St. Lucia« — Spain 
obtained the restoration of the Havana — a price, more than adequate £>r ^ 
Florida, which would not have been paid, but with the design of preserving 
the eastern shore of North America, from foreign influence. 

XI. In exclusive possession of this immense territory, comprehending^ 
nearly one-fiflh of the globe, (Trrat Britain and her colonies rationally iooi^ed 
forward, to its peaceful enjoyment, in full confidence, that thf^ nborirrinal 
inhabitants, no longer exposed to ciangc^rous solicitations, nor siippcrn d by 
alien power, would not dare to provoke the resentment of those upon whom 
they must entirely depend, for the grautications supplied by the whites. But 
the oapidity of ihe savage had been highly excited, during the late conflict, 
and as deeply indulged.' Hho present unproleGted 'state of the fixmtier, 
held forth irresistible temptations to his whetted appetite ibr plunder. His 
barbarities had been rather rewarded than chastised. Every treaty brought 
him rich presents ; and his detention of prisoners, whom he had again 
and again promised to surrender, was overlooked, -on slight apologies ; 
though, obviously, done to afford opportunities for new treaties and additional 
gifls. But, we must, periiaps, look deeper, fi>r the cause of the wide extend- 
ed confederacy, which now took place among the aborigines, and which may 
have been dictated by profound policy. They beheld the French driven out 
of the whole country, and themselves in danger of becoming wholly depen- 
dent upon a power, which already commanded by its forts, the great lakes 
and rivers; and they may have felt, that an ininjtuiiate and mighty effort 
was necessary to restrain the tide, which, if uniiupijded, would spread itself 
over the continent, ovcrwhelnung all tlieir nations in its course. 

> A secret coalition was formed among the Shawancse, the tribes upon the 
Ohio, and its tributary waters, and about Detroit, to attack, simultaneously, 
the English posts and settlements, upon the frontier. The plan was delifate- 
ratdy fuid skiliully projected* The settlements were to be invaded during 
harvest; the inhabitants, with their corn and cattle, to be destroyed; and the 
outposts to be reduced by famine* The. Indians fell, sudd^ly, upon the 
traders, whom they had invited among them, murdered many, and plundered 
the effects of all, to an immense amount. Ilie frontiers of Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and Virginia, were overrun by scalping parties, committing their 
usual enormities. The out-forts, even the most remote, were assailed about 
the same time j and all, immediately, fell into the hands of the enemy, save 
Niagara, Detroit, and Fort Pitt, which, being larger and better garrisoned, 
were enabled to stand a longer siege. 

As, in the preceding Indian contest, the frontier inhabitants were driven in, 
and the enemy again penetrated mio the thickly settled country; but more 
doll and courage were generally displayed, in resistmg them* Niagara and 
DetnMt were protected by detachments sent to their relief by. General Am* 
henft, wlubt Colonel Bouquet, afttir much fatigue and a bloody battle^ soo- 
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ceeded in succouring Fort Pitt. These distressing hostilities contiuuuii unlii 
October, 1764, when they were terminated by Col. Bouquet, who, with fiHeea 
hundred men, o?emn |he Indian country in Ohio, compelling the suhmiaooii 
of the tribest and releasing many white priflonen* The Indians* soon afier» 
entered into a final and satisfactory treaty with Sir William Johnson, who 
was authorised ibr that purpose, by the crown. 

(jovernor Franklin, on tliu ap^) roach uf tlie savages .to the western fjron* 
tier of New Jersey, ordered out the miUtia, remanncd the fortifications 
which had been Ibrmerly erected, and huilt several new block-houses. Yet 
some parties of Indians crossed the Delaware, made their way through the 
lines, and massacred several families. On the meeting of the House, 15th of 
November, h(^ ncojninrnf]! d them to provide six hundred men, at tiie request 
ol General Aniher.st, lo unite with other forces to invade the Indian country, 
\ and to provide UKjrc etlectually ihr defence of tlicir own limits. Tlie latter, 
the House undertook, directing two liundred men to be raised for this pur- 
pose, and appropriating ten thousand pounds for their support; but they de» 
clined to furnish troops for general operations, until a general plan should be 
formed, and a requisition should be made for aid to. the other cokmies. At 
their next subseqvient session, however, they passed a hill ibr raising six hun- 
dssi men, on condition, that a majority of the eastern cdonies should eoms 
into the requis^tuin; and when this hiU was rejected hy the council, and the 
^▼emor prorogued the House^ in order to give them an opportunity to bring 
in another, they autharized the force required, provided New York shoukl con* 
tribute her fuU proportion. In this shape the hill passed, and the troops 
joined the northern army* 

XII. The great pecimiary advances of the colonies, in the late wars, dis- 
cover? d to the ministry of Great Britain, a mine of wealth, whose existence 
they had not Iiitherto suspected ; and with the knowledge came an inexpres- 
sible longing to subject this wealth to the use of the parent state. But no good 
genius whispered, that, there existed, also, the spirit, as weii as the means, to 
maintain the political freedom wliich had been, at once, the source of riches 
and of colonial liappiness. It was supp(xsed, that, il"m a lew years, tliesc long 
neglected and distant provinces could pay, without apparent inconvenieqpe, 
iniBions ibr defence, they might, also, be compelled to pay millions fbi trihuter 

XUL On this assumption, Mr. GrenvUle, mat commissioner of the tmsury, 
flattered himself that he might estahlish a high financial character, in xeli0r« 
ing kU country by the taxation of her proviooes* To a superficial observer, 
few obstacles wete apparent in such a course. Parliament had fiequently 
imposed duties upon the colonial trade; which, as a part of a general syslew 
ibr regulating the commerce of the empire, had been patiently borae»> But» 
no attempt had been, hitherto, made, avowedly, to raise a revenue friom the 
colonies, for the use of the British treasury. 

XIV. Upon the principles which have governed modern colonization, the 
oolqny is deprndent, either upon the parent stcUe, or u[>on its chief, as a dis- 
tinct apanage or property. The first case w^as, that of flic colonies of most 
ol' th( 1 iUropean states. The second, characterized tliose of 8pain,- the king- 
doms of Mexico, Peru, &c., l)ein^ lonxj considered as connected with those 
Castile and Arragon, through the moiiarch aiune, who was the king of each, 
mpectivdy. A difibrent view, however, was taken in relation to these, by 
the Cortes, in framing the ^Constitution of 1820, when, as integral parts of Ihn 
Spanish esiptre, they were admittsd to xepvesentation in the nadomd coun* 
oils. The English colonies faedd their connexion with Great Britain, tp be 
aofloevrhat similar to that which had prevailed h^een Spain and her pro» 
Yinees; claiming, however, for their governments, the imptMrtant and chft* 
w cte ii atie pnaciple^ vhiofa nmniated m p«Uty of the parent state, that ttie 
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people should have a pot( ntial voice, in legislation, through their representa- 
tives. This theory was universal, but the practice was variously modified; 
the Legislative power, being more or less exercised by tlie people, according 
to the provLsions of the several charters froin the crown. One right, liow- 
ever, which controlled all others — the right of the purse, was every where 
Ji6ld sacred to the people; and though the -crown might create an almost in- 
evitabte aeoessity of ffishursemcnt, it could not without the form, at least, of 
popular volition, take money from the pockets of the people.* 

The right of the Parliament to I^slate, generally, for the colonies had not 
been questioned since the year 1692, when Massachusetts and New York 
denied it by acts of their Legislaturcs.t These laws were annulled in England; 
and in 1698 Parliament declared, that ^^all laws, ])y-laws, usages and cus- 
toms, which shall be in practice, iti any of the plantations, repugnant to any 
law made, or to be made, in this kingdom, relative to the said plantations, 
rfiall be void and of none effect." 

By the charter oH 'harlos f f, to the right ofParlianiont to lay duties 

on inipi^rts and exports, and tu uiipose taxes or custonis on the inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania, thHr lands, goods and chattels was clearly reserved. In 1739, 
Sir William Kcitii, m conjunction vviih some American merchants, proposed 
to raise troops for the western frontier, to be supported by a duty laid by 
Plurliament on stamped paper and parchment, in all the colonies. But the 
subject was then too inconsiderable to claim the attention of the government* 
When eflbrts were made to unite the colonies in 1754, a plan for colonial tax« 
ation was suggested; hut tl^ ministers finding the colonies averse to their 
views, did tiot venture to press it on the eve of a war, in which the cordial 
and undivided exertions of the whole nation were required.^ 

A more favourable occasion seemed now to present itself. The war which 
had grown out of American interests, had been honourably terminated, and it 
was s!i])posed, thnt the provinces, grateful for their deliverance, woiild cheer- 
fully rpny the care of a foslcrin^ mother. Nor would such anticij)ations 
liave been disappointed, hadtlie designs of the ministry no other consequences 
than a singU^ ]iecuniary burden upon the people. 

XV. TowMiils the end of the year 1763, Mr. ( Irenville communicated to 
the coloiiiid agents in London, his purpose of drawing a revenue from Ame- 
lica, by means of a stamp duty to be imposed by Act of Parliament, and di- 
rected them to transmit this inteUigence to their respective Assemblies, that 
they might suggest any more prd^mbto duty, equally productive.^ Ttie fcA^ 
lowing view, briefly exhibited, was then taken of this subject, by all the 
provinces, 

XVL The colonies were considered as integral governments, of which the 
crown was the head, having exclusive political power within their respective 
territories, except in cases involving the general interests of the empire, in 
which, from principles of convenience and necessity, they admitted the su- 
premacy of the British Parliament. On these principles, they had sul)mitted 
to the general regulations of coninirri^e. however restrictive of their exertions 
at home and abroad; and where the letter of the law pressed heavily on their 

* By the Cnncessioiis of Berkeley and Carteref. nnd nhn nf \V( st .f( rev prnprin- 
lors, it was j)r{)vid€d, *'that the ffovemor and council are not to iaipose, or sutler to be 
imposed, any tax. custom, or tdmv, toUage, asMMnoati, or any other duty wliatao- 
cver, upon any colour or )>rotcnce, now specious soever, upon the said province, and 
iiiliabitants thereof, without tJicir own consent, first had, or other Uum what shall be 
ioipoiied by Uio auUiority and consent of the Genioral Assembly." 

i Marshall s Life of WMblMgton. 

§ One hundred ihousaiid pounds sterhng, was the sum required by Mr. Greniilie. 
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natural rights, murmurs were seldom heard* .as such acts were not li^dly ^ 
fi»oed* ' The mode of drawing aid from the colonists accorded with these 
principles* The sovereign having well considered the occasion, in his privy 
council, directed his secretary of state to apply to each colony through its 
governor, to grant him such sums as were suitable to its ability. And as the 
colonies had always made liberal grants on such requisitions, the proposition 
to tax them in Parliament, was unnecessary, cruel, and unjust. Unjust, be- 
cause it was diametrically opposite to the letter and spirit of their constitu- 
tions, which had established as a fundaincntal axiom, that t ixntion and 
rejii f 'scntation are inseparable, and that as the colonies were not, and from 
local and political obstacles could not be, represented in the British Parlia- 
ment, it would be tlie very essence of tyranny to attempt to exercise an 
authority over tliem, which, from its nature, must inevitably lead to gross 
abuse. For, when m absolute possession of the power now claimed, could 
it be imagined, that Parliament would not rather vote away the money of the 
colonists, than of their constituents? By the constitution, their business in 
matters of aid was with the King alone; they had no connexion with any 
financier, nor were the provincial agents the proper persons through whom 
requisitions diould be made. For these reasons, it was improper for the pro- 
vinces to.make propositions to Mr. Grenville, in relation to taxes, especially, 
as the notice he had sent, did not appear to have been by the King's order, 
" and was perhaps without his knowledge."* 

XVII. These views certainly did not jirocccd from a desire to avoid con- 
tribution, in relief of the public wants. Several of the colonial Legislatures 
declared, *Mhat as they always had thought, so they always should think, it 
their duty to grant aid to tlie crown." Copies of these votes were presented 
to Mr. Grenville, and an op])ui Umity was thus offered to him, to raise by 
constitutional means, more than a comj)ulsory tax would produce. But he 
had resolved on measures, which should establish the absolute supremacy 
of Parliament oyer the provinces,' and open the way for its unrestrained 
exercise. , , . 

XVni» When forming his plan of ^ American taxation, Mr* Grenville cer- 
tainly did not apprehend all its consequences. But, aware that it would be 
opposed, he was desirous of trying an old measure uiider a new aspect, and 
proposed, in distinct terms, to raise a revenue, by taxes' on colonial imports. 
This measure, sufficiently obnoxious in itself, was accompanied hy a resolu- 
tion of Parliament, " that it may be proper to charge certain stamp duties in 
the colonies." The act of Parliament, basod on the first proposition, was 
extremely onerous to the American trade; the duties thereby imposed amount- 
ing almost to a prohibition of commercial intercourse with the French and 
Spanish colonies.f It is true, that this trade, previous to the passage of the 
act of which we now speak, was unlawful; but it was connived at, and was 

* Votes of the Assemblies of the several eoloaies. Fnmklin's Letters, March 8th, 

1T70. Provincial Remonstrances. Marshall's Life of Washington, vol. ii. 68, &c. 

t This act was entitled, " An act for jrranting certain duties in the British colonies 
and plantations, in America, for continuing, amendincr, and making perpetual, an act 
passed in Che sixth year of the reign of his late Majesty, King George the Second, 
(entitled, an art for the b( ttrr securing and encouraging the trade of his Majesty's sugar 
colonies in Amorica.) for applying the produce of such duties, and of the diitirs to nrise 
by virtue of the said act, towards defraying the expenses of defending, urotecting and 
seeoring the sud colonies and p1antatioiis,TOr explaining an act, made in ue twenty-fifth 
year of the rei^'n of Kino- Charles the Second, (entitled, an act for tlic pnrourafronuMif of 
the Greenland and Kastlond trades, and for the better securing the plantation trade,) 
and for allowing and disallowing, several drawbacks on exports, from this kingdom, 
•nd those effectually preventing the clandestine conveyance Of goods, to and fresn the 
said rolonies and plutationS) and impivTing and leeiiimg tha trada batwaeft tti^aaiaa 
and Great Britain.*' 
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highly profitable; furnishing to the proviaoeB, gold and silver &>r their re- 
mittances to England. The minister, in his care to prevent smuggling, did 
not priuse to consider the difference between an advantageous trade in the 
western hemisphere, and the illicit commerce on the British coast. Con- 
verting naval officers into officers of the customs, he nearly destroyed the 
whole colonial trade with the Spanish and French islands. The preamble 
to the new impost law, declaring it to be just and necessary, that a revenue 
flfeould be raised in America, and the resolution to Ibllow it up, with a stamp 
act, gave an unequivocal and odious character to the law, and sent it forth 
to the colomes, the pioneer of a system of boundless oppression* 

The revenue act became still more unpopular, by Uie means used to en- 
loroeit. The penaltieai for breach of its provisionsi were made recoverable in 
the couita of admiralty, without the intervention of a jiuy, before judges 
dependent upon the crown, and drawing their salaries from forfeitures, ad- 
judged by themsdyes. Thd duties were required tp be paid , in gold and 
silver, now scarce attainable, and consequently, the paper currency, more 
than ever necessary, was rejected and depreciated. 

XIX. The impression, caused by these measures on the public mind, was 
uniform throughout Ainerica. The Legislntine of Massachusetts, whose 
population, essentialiy cummercial, felt most severely the late restrictions, 
was the first to notice them. That bodv resolved, " That the act of Parlia- 
inent relating to the sugar trade with foreign colonies, and the resolution of 
the House of Commons, in regard to stamp duties, and other taxes proposed 
to be laid on the colonies, bad a tendency to derive the cokxnists of thdr 
most essential rights, as British subjects, and as men-^pazticularly, the right 
of assessing their own taxes, and of being free &om any impositions, but , 
such as they consented to, by themselves or representatives.*' They directs 
ed Mr» Mauduit, their agent in London, to remonstrate against the ministe- 
rial measures, to solicit a repeal of the stigar act, and to deprecate the impo* 
sition of further duties and taxes on the colonies. They addressed the As- 
se!iil)lies of the other provinces, requesting them to nnit*^ in a petition against 
the designs of the ministry, and to instruct their agents to remonstrate 
against attempts so destructive to the liberty, the cornmcrcc and prosperity, 
of the colonics. The colony of Rhode Island, proposed to the provincial 
assemblies, to collect the sense of ail the colonies, and to unite in a common 
petition to the King and Parliament. ' ' 

XX, All the efforts of the American colonies to stay the mad career of the 
Engtish ministry, proved unavailing. The stamp act was passed, with slight 
opposition, by the Commons, and unanimity by the Lords.* Dr. FrankBn, 
who had fae^ despatchied^to Europe, in November, 1794j as the a^t of 
Bemn^lvBDia, labciired earnestly to avert a measure, which his sagacity and 
perfect itoowledge of the American people, taught him was pregnant with 
dan^r, to the British- empire. But, even he does not appear to have enter* 
tained the idea, that it would be forcibly resisted. He wrote to Mr. Charley 
Thompson, " The sun of liberty is set, you must light up the candles of in- 
dustry nnd economy." To which Mr. Thompf^en replied, He was appre- 
hensive that other lights would be the consequence." To Mr. JnfTf^rsol, the 
agent of Connecticut, the doctor said, "Go home, and tell your people to get 
children as fast as they can." Intimating that the period for successful re- 
sistance had not yet arrived. 

• The stamp act was passed on tlio 22d of March, ITf/). It was under the consido- 
ntion of PaxliameBt, in March, of the foregoing year, but was postponed, it was said, 
by the exertioiM of Mr. A]k% chi«f-jiuti6« of FeansylTSiua» at that tame on a visit to 
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The iriinistry, desirous to render the stamp act as little obnoxious as pos- 
sible, resolved to appoint the ofticers of distribution and collection, Irom 
among the diaci-eet and reputable inhabitants of the provinces. But, there 
were no meacis, by which to reconcile the people to a law, every where re- 
garded as the forenmner of political slavery. The stamp officers, either 
voluntarily or coinpiilijoriiy resigned their offices; some were hung or biu'ied 
in efiigy, in several of the provinces, and violent outrages were committor 
on the person «nd property of the deputy-governor, and other officem, it 
BoQtCKn. WiltiBin Coxe, Esq., who had been appointed 8tBnq> ,ofioer» ftr 
New Jeisey^ vofamtarily resigned his offioe in ^ptember* 17d&. Snhs^ 
quently^ Upon the applicaticii of the Sons of Liberty, of EjMt Jfloey, he pub- 
hshed a copy of his kttsr of resignation, which had been made to the 01m 
Plissioners of tho treasury; and declared that he had appointed no deputy, 
and would never act under the law. Towards the end of Novennber, a 
number of the inhabitants of Salem county, learninir that a Mr. John Hatton 
was des irons to be employed in the distributioa of stamps^ compelied him to 
ft similar declaration. 

On Saturday, the 5th of October, the ship Royal Charlotte, bearing tlis 
stamped [)apers for Jersey, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, con\oyed by a 
stoop of war, arrived at Philadelphia. As these vessels rounded Gloucester 
Point, all those in the harbour hoisted their colours, at half mast ; the b^ 
w&se nquffled, and eray oountenonoe asannied the flanUaaoe of afifielifli. 
At four- o'clock, In the aftereooOy many thousand citizens assembled at ti» ' 
ftaie house, to.ponsider of the msaas ftr preventing the dkkrikrtioii of the 
«|amps« Thm delihsiatio»B resulted in ibiieing Mr. Hughes, the slanp 
officer, most reluctantly, to decline the exerdsaof his office, and in secnuig 
the stamps on board his Majesty's sloop of war. Sardine* 

XXJ. The universal zeteal of the colonists to submit to the stamp ncX, 
occasioned the entire suspension of legal proceedings. In some of the pro- 
vinces, however, hiisiness was speedily resumed ; nnd in nearly all, tlw 
penalties oi' the act were braved before its repeal. I'he members of the bar 
m New Jersey, met about the middle of February, 1766, at New Bruns- 
wick, to consider of the propriety of continuing their practice; and being 
waited oa by a depuliiiion of the Sons of Liberty y who expressed their dis- 
satisiaction at the suspension of li^w proceedings, they determined, at all 
hazards, to recommence business on the first of the ensuing April. At the 
aane time, deputies fim the same sdfoonsdtuled' legi&tora of puUis 
affidjsi wmkd on Ur* Whiter orotlioDotarjr <>f the county of Huniefdoiiyipis 
induced by their polite and ener^etjc uistanoes»'fo promise that hie olBds 
shciild he reopened at the same period. By law, the stamp duty was to 
cosomenoe on tito first of Noveasber. On the previous da^, the newspapen^ 
Meridly, were put in mourning for their approaching extinction; the editors 
having resolved to suspend their publication, imtil some plan should be de- 
vised to protect them from the penalties for publishing without stamp??. The 
term of suspension, however, was short. On the 7tli of November, a sinii- 
sheet issued from the office of the Pennsylvania Gazette, without title or 
mark of designation, headed, "iVb stamped paper to be had/' and on the 
14th, another, entitled Remarkable Occurrences,^^ Both were in fprm of 
the Jg^tte, which, alter the 21«t, was again regularly published.* 

X3m« ** To interest the people of E^land against the measures of admin- 
istration, associations were ibhned in every ^irt of the continent, for the 
encoura^^ement of domestic manuiactures, and against t^ use of thosa im" 
ported iirom Gi^at Britam. To increase tbsir quantity of wod, th^ defeat 

* Peani^lfaBia Gaiette. 
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milled to kiU no iamlMb «ui to tue alt the meaoA in theirTiower, to imkiplf - 

Ifceir flocks of sheep. ' 

XXIII. While this determioed and systematic oppoeitioa was made by 

the thinking part of the comnniniity, there were some riotous and disor- 
derly proceedings, especially in the large towns, which threatened serious 
(sonsequence*?. Many houses wc^rc destroyed, much property injured, and 
several persons, highly respectable in character and station, sppossly 
abused. These viuleiices received no countenance from the; heading mem- 
bers of society; but it w^s extremely diflficult to stimulate the mass of 
Iks people, to that vigorous and persevering opposition, w liich was deemed 
SMitifil to the preservatioii of American liberty, and yet to restrain all thoM 
eauBMss, which disgrace, and often defeat, the wisest measuies. In Con- 
netolisat and New York, originated an assodation of persons, styling them^ 
sdves the Sons of lahmrtif^^ which extended into New Jersey^ and other 
colonies ; who bound themselves, among other things, to march to any part 
of the conthnnt, at their own expense, to support the British constitution hi 
America ; by which, was expressly stated to be understood, the prevention 
of any attempt, which might any where be made, to carry th(3 stamp act 
into oprration. A corresponding committee of these sons of liberty was 
established, who addressed lei tors to certain conspicuous characters, 
throughout thn colonies, and contributed material I v to inrrrase the spirit 
of opposition, and perhaps the turbulence, wiih wiucii it was in some places 
attended.* 

XXIV. On receipt of intelligence of the passage of the stamp act, several 
oflte colonial Legislatnies, of which Virginia was the first, asserted the ex* 
eisftae riflht of the AisembUes to lay taxes and impositions on the hihaM^ 
mti of Uie oolonifls, re^ectively. But the House of Representatives of 
M sBB S o hu e ett ai oonteafplating a sdll more solemn and efl^ctual expression of 
the general sentiment, and pursuing the suggestion of Rhode Island, reoom* 
wnded a Congress of deputies from all the colonial Assembliee, to meet at 
New York, on the first Tuesday in Octoter, to consult on the present' Cirw 
oumstances of the colonies. Circular letters, signed by the speaker, com- 
municating this recommendation, were addressed, r^^spectively, to thr^ speakers 
ot' the Assemblies in the other provinces. Wherever the Legislatures were 
in session, this communication was immediately acted upon. 

U was laid l^ofort^ the Assembly of New Jersey, (20th June, 1765) on the 
last day of the session, wliun the House was thin ; and the members, as Go- 
vernor Franklin asserts, determined unanimously, after deliberate consi- 
^msliofi, against eomuscHng m ilkai occasion;^* and directed a letter to be 
wrium at tSs table^ to the speaker of Massachusetts Bay, acquainting him 
wid) their detorminatLon. The House^ at a sufaee^nt session, question,! but 

• flfarvhairs Life of Washin^n, vol. 1. 

t June 27lh, 1766. The statement of the Assembly is curious, and evidently betrays 
a design to make the bcsl of a circumstance, with the remembrance of which, they 
were not very content. They say, " This House acknowledges the letter fttom the 
Mfi3sachiisetl?< Bay; that it was on thft last dny of tho srs-'ion, some members ^one, 
others uneasy to be at tbeir homes; and do sissort, that, the then speaker agreed to 
■end, naj urged, that members should be sent to the intended Coneresa ; but changed 
ill opinion upon soms advice that was given to htm; that this sudden change of his 
opinion displeased many of the Honse, who seeing ihr ntatter dropped, were indif- 
terent about it; and as no minute was made, and no further notice taken of it, the 
Boom is at a loss to determine whence his excellency eotild get the inftniiatioii, that 
the House took the time into * deliberate eontideratint^ deUinMncd (as his ezcellen<r^ 
says, from their own words) ^ unanimoushj against ronrifrfh}^ on that oceaslrm they 
hart recollected the whole transaction, carefully examined tbeir minutes, and can 
find nothing like il Inwrted tiiefSia; en smwer te the BftMachaflette letter wss writ- 
ten, and if the expressions his ezo^leaey Mentions, were made use of, in it, this 
Hd^Me ki St a lege to know how thsy tie sseoantaUe for it, when it deea not appear 
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do not disprove this statement. But, this determination was so highly con- 
demned by tboir constituents, that the spf aker found it necessary, in order to 
avoid the iniiiLnmtiun of the people, and to preserve tin public peaee, to con- 
vene the members by circulars, at Amboy, and wilii liiem to proceed to tiie 
nomination of delegates to the Convention of New \ orl<, consisting of Mr. 
Robert Ogden, the speaker, Mr. Hendrick Fisher, and Mr. Joseph Borden* 
This measure was severely reprehended by the governor, and wa« the cam 
of an angry coDtentkui betweea him. and the Aasembly. 

XXV. Delmites ton the Assemblies of Maaaachuaetts, Rhode Isiaii^ 
CotuieetiGut, New York, New leney, Pennsylvaiua, Delaware, Maryland 
and South Ciuolma, assembled at New York at the time appointsd. New. 
Hampshire, Geoigia, Virginia, and North Carolina were not represented; 
but the two former gave assurances of their disposition to unite in petiti<mB 
to the King and ParHament. The Assemblies of the two latter not having 
been in session, since the proposition for a Congress had been made, had no 
opportunity to act upon tlie subject. • 

This Coiirrrefjs arlopfpfl ?i (k;claration of rights and grievances, upon which 
they tiumded a |>cLiLiuii to the Kmg and a memorial to IMrliament. In these, 
they claimed the full privileges of English subjects, averred the plenary 
legislative power of the colonial Assembhcs, protested against taxation by 
Parliament, and the dispensation of the trial by jury ; and earnestly pressed 
Upon the attention of the parent state, the burdens imposed by the stamp and 
other acts, with the utter impossibility of continuiii^ the execution of the 
finrmer, in consequence of the drain of specie it would produce. AdiflfeMee 
of opinion prevailed upon the question, whether the petitions and memoriab 
should be signed and transmitted by the Congress, or be sanctioned and 
forwarded by the provincial Assemblies, as their several acts. Messrs. 
Ruggles of Massachusetts, the chairman of the Convention, and Ogden of 
New Jersey, believing; in the propriety of the latter mode, refused to ^If^n 
with the other dclf L^airs; \mt their conduct was censured by their constitu- 
ents: and Mr. Ogden, thereu|K>n, n^si^rned bis seat in the Assembly, which 
was convened by the governor, at his .special instance,* that they might con- 
sider and adopt the best mode of expressing their sense of the obnoxious 
measures.f - 

XXVI. The House received from Messrs. Fisher and Borden their repoit 
of the proceedings of the Congress, and, unanimously, approved thereof; 
, voting their thacJcs to those gentlemen, for the faithful and judicious dis* 
charge of the trust reposed in -them. Mr. Courtlandt Skinner, the newly 
elected speakei*, Mr. John Jphnson, Mr. John ^awrencc, and.MiwDamd 
Cooper were appointed to correspond with the agent:^ of the colony in Giett 
Britain. 

The House then proceeded to adopt, unanimously, the following preamble 
and resolutions : " Whereas, the late act of Parliament, called the stamp ant, 
is found to be utterly subversive of privileges inherent to, and onginaiiy 

to be an act of the House ; but reflection on this passage, satlRfic!? the Hmise, that hii 
excelleQcy has more knowledge of the contents of the letter in answer, Uian the mem- 
bsn of toe House themselves."— «oCe». It is impoaaiUe not to perceive that tks 
members of this Assembly, had not that vivid sense of evil ro?^u]tinj[r from the ^^tanip 
act, which was displaced in other colonies, particnlnrly, when we consider that this 
was the finit opportunity for expressing their sentiments, upon the odious pretensioiw 
of ParUammit. Upon their return to their conititiieiits, bowwer, the members im- 
bibed opinions and zeal more befitlincr the times; and hence we havo additional evi- 
dence, that, resistance to British oppression, was not produced by tiic eliorts of a few 
toadiiig ttnd asnirin^ men, but was the spontaneous act of a high spirited people, wtll 
iiutructed in their rights, ajid iwolutoly determined to maintain thera. 

27th November, 1765. t Note A A. t Joeeph Sherwood, £tq. 
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"leeiiied by, grants and confirmations from tbe erowii of Gxeat Bntatn to the 

settlers oi'this colony : in duty, therefore, to ourselves, our constituents, and 
posterity, tliis House thinks it absolutely necessar}', to leave the following 
resolves on our minutes: 1. That his Majesty's suhjocts inhabitin*: this pro- 
vince, are, from the strongest motives of duty, fidelity, and gratitude, invio- 
lably attached to his royal person and government ; and have ever shown, 
and we doubt not, ever will show, the utjiiost readiness and alacrity, for 
acceding to the constitutional requiaitious of the crown, as they have been, 
firam time to time, made to this colony: 2. That his Majesty's liege subjects 
in this colony, m entitled to all the inherent rights and libertieB of his na- 
tod bom subjects, within the kingdom of Gieat Bntain: 3. That it is, in- 
separably, essential to the freedom of a people, and the undoubted right of 
Boglishnien, that no taxte be imposed upon them, but with their own cob- 
wpt, ffimi peisonaUy, or by their r^wesentatives: 4. That the people of 
this colony are not, and from their remote situation cannot, be represented 
in the Parliament of Great Britain ,* and if the principle of taxing^ the colo. 
iiif s without their consent, should be adopted, the people here would be sub- 
j< I'mI to the taxation of two Lrfrislatiires ; a grievance unprecedented, and 
not 10 be thougiit of, without the greatest anxiety: 5. That the only repre- 
sentatives of the people of this colony, are pf^rsons chosen by themselves; 
and iliut no taxes ever have been, or can be, imposed on them, agreeably to 
the constitution of this [)i()v ince, granted and conBnned by his Majesty's mo^ 
gracious predecessors, but by their own Legislature: 6. Tlutt all supplies 
•being free gifts ; for the people of Great Britain to grant, to his Majesty, the 
property of the people of this col<Miy wUfaoat their consent and being repre- 
Koted, W9idd be unreasooahle, and render usetoss l^tslation in thie colony, 
in the most essential pomt: 7. That the profits of trade arising from tins 
polony, centering in Great Ifoitain, eventually contribute to tb» supplies 
gMUQtfid there to the crown: 8* That the giving unlimited power to any sub- 
ject or subjects, to impose what taxes they please in the colonies, under the 
niode of regulating the prices of stamped vellum, parchment, and paper, ap- 
pears, to us, unconsitutional, contrary to the rights of the subject, and, appa- 
rently, dangerous in its consequences: 9. That any incumbrance which, in 
effect, restrains the liberty of the press in America, is an infringement of the 
subject's liberty : 10. That the extension of the powers of the court of admi- 
ralty, within this province, beyond its ancient limits, is a violent innovation 
of the right of trial by jury — a right which this House, upon the principles 
of their British ancestors, hold most dear and invaluable: 11. That, as the 
tnmquillity of this country hath been m^rrupted through fear of the dreadfiil 
oonaequences of the stan^ act; that, therefore, the dficers of the- govern- 
nent, who go on in their offices, for the good and peace of the province, in 
Ihe accustomed manner, while thmg^ axe in their present unsettled situation, 
will, in the opinion of this House, be entitled to the OfMmtenance of the Legis- 
lature; and it ia recommended to oar constituents, to use what endeavours 
lie in .their power, to preserve the peaccy quiet, harmony^ and good order of 
the government; that no heats, disorders, and animosities may, in the least, 
obstnict the united endeavours, that nre now stronfjly engaged for tbe repeal- 
ing the act aboyementioned, and other acts aiTecting the trade of the colo- 
nies." 

XXVFl. Whilst tliese efforts we it Ixung made on this side of the Atlantic 
to obtain redress for American grievances, the colonial agents, tliu friends of 
freedom and cHjuai rights, and the merchants interested in the American 
trade, were not idle in Great Britaiii. The refosal to import her manu&c- 
tuiea touched her in a vital part. The great diminution of ordns for goods. 
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traders to advocate liberal principles, who, under other circumstances, would 
have gladly sustained any policy which might have lefjsenef! their burden of 
taxation. Powerful as this combination certamly was, it had to contend 
against the most imperious passions, the pride and avarice of the |jeople. The 
iotty position assumed by the Americans was intolerable. They had long 
been view(?d as meii of an inlorior race. The arrogant plulosophy of Europe 
had placed thein and the aiuinal productions of their country, low in the scale 
of perfectibility. By the mass of the English vulgar, they were ranked with 
aivam and negroet. The ookHiies, the dependeodes of Great Britain, en 
whK^ the hadi wt yean, p6ufed fiurth the aooiiriiigB of her priaoii8» had ds- 
ined her nipieiiiaey ) and refliaed to sttbndt to her Pariiament, hitherCo deemed 
throughofut her yaet empbe^ politkally bmnipotenbi With the em of a ie> 
hellious temper, they were also charged with ingratitude. Under the pres- 
sure of accumulated debt and heavy taxation, the £n^h people envied the 
display of wealth by the provincialiele in the late wart and forgot that its ex- 
hibition was made in the common cause, with a generosity which had enforced 
from Engh'sh justice, the return of more than a million sterlinjn T*hus sup- 
ported, the mimstry which sought rehef for the people, by taxmg American 
industry, would scarcely have been driven from iheir purpose. But other 
causes transierred the government to other statesmen, wliom consistency 
required, at least, to reverse measures which they had denounced with un- 
qualified reprobation. 

XXVm. Under the new ministers an inquiry was instituted into the effects 
of the colonial policy Of their predeceeeon* The roerchanta and madiift& 
tiirers gave ainple testimony of the pamlyria m trade, whilst Dr. FianUia, 
as the repreaentaSiVe of America, heloie a committee of the iHiole House of 
Commons, denMostnled the impossitaility of levying the new unpositions, and 
the consequent neoesiily of their repr^^iK The majority o£ Pariiament was, 
now, divided into two parties. The larger one afilrmed the right to tax the 
colonic, but denied the expediency of its poeeent exercise; the other, led by 
Mr. Pitt, repudiated this right, on the ground that all aids are gifts ft-om the 
people, and can never be lefrnlly obtained without their assent; and that this 
assent could not be had m Parliament, since the colonists were not there 
represented. A repeal on these principles, liowever just, accordinsr to the 
English constitution, would not have saved the pride of the nation, and would 
have destroyed the hopes of future revenue at the will of Parliament. Hence, 
the repeal of the stamp act, which took place on the eighteenth of March 
by a vote of two hundred and seventy -five, to one hundred and sixty-seven, 
was accompanied by a declaratbn of the right of Pturliameot to tax America* 
It was IbUowed by an act indemnifying those who had iHcoired penalties en 
account of stamp duties. The tidings of this event were received in America 
with joy more temperate than might have been eatpeded from the exdtemeDft 
of the public mind. The piudenoe displayed on this occasion had been ear- 
nestly recommended by a committee of merchants ui London trading with 
America, and by others friendly to American interests. 

At the meeting of the Assembly of New Jersey in June, 1766, Governor 
Franklin r onfrrntiilnted the House on the repeal of the odiniiR sitamp art; to 
which, however, he had been little aece.ssory; and whilst he lauded, with the 
warmth becoming a dependent of the crown, "the tenderness, lenity, and 
condescension, the \\ isdom, justice, and equity, which his Majesty and the 
Parliament had nuuiifested on this signal ocrasion," he carefully refrained from 
reminding the members of the obstacles he had endeavoured to raise, to their 
action on the case, and the severity with which he reprehended them for 
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sendmg delegates to the New Yorl^ convention, and their approval of its pro- 
ceedings. The Assembly did not fail to use jro fRvom abie an opportunity for 
retaliation, rendered more poignant, that the moderation of tho province had 
received the commendation of the ministry; but the House would iiave en- 
jnyrd its triumph w ith lorbca ranee, had not the governor, hy an angry mes- 
sage, drawn forth a jsevere retort. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Compnmn^, ETents from 1766 to 1769. — I. Remaining discontents in the CoIoBMt, 
after the repeal of the Ht unp Act. — II. DisHatisfaction in Great Britain on ac- 
coont of the repeal — Ajuoncan taxation again proposed in Parliament, by Mr. 
Towmnd— BiH imposing Duties on Goods impOTtoa into America, passed.^-IV. 
Ciieolar Letter of Massachusetts to the other Colonies/*— V. Promptitudt md 
Unaaiinity of the Colonies produced by the Fanner's Letters. — VI. Resort to 
Ncn-impof tation Agreements. — VII. The Ministrj condemn the Circular Letter. 
Vni. Menacing lUeointions of Parliament againvt Maiiadiiiaett»— The othar 
Colonies approve her condact.»IX. Modified repeal of tile Impoato— Consequent 
modification of the Non-importation Agreements. — X. Numerous Law Buifs— 
The People complain of the Fees of the Courts. — XI. Disputes between the Go- 
Temer and the iiaaenibly.— XII. Robbeiy dt Uie IVeasury of Eaat Jersey — ^Tha 
Assembly require the removal of the Treasurer — He is protected by the Gover- 
nor. — XflT Efforts of Governor Franklin to pnco\ira<re the culture of IhMup, 
Flax, and Silk. — XIV. New apportionment ol Members m tiie Frovmce. — XV. 
TeatuDMiial of the Noitheni Indiana to the Jnatioe of the Cokmy. 

h Although the joy produced hy the repeal of ihe stamp act, was oon- 
moii to all the oolonies, the same, temper did not prevail in all* In the cofa- 
mercial cities, the restridioDS on trade excited scam leas disgust than had 
been created by the stamp act itself; and in the north, politi^ parties had 
been formedt which betrayed excessive bitterness in opposition to each other. 
The iirst measures of Massachusetts and New York demonstrated that the 
reconciliation witli the colonics was not cordial. 

With the circular of Mr. Secretary Conway, rinnouncing the repeal of the 
stamp act, came a resolution of Fariiaiiu nt, declaring, that those persons 
who had suffered injury by assisting to execute that act, (mv^]]1 Uj compen- 
sated by the colonies, respectively, in- which such injury wais done. This, 
specially, airected Massachusetts, where cympliancc with the rcsolulion was 
tardy, reluctant, and ungracious. An act of pardon to the offenders, and of 
indemnity to the sufferers, was, however, passed ; but it was rejected by the 
ffing; because the colonial Assembly had no power Ubder th^ charter, to 
pass an act oif general pardon* but at the instance of the crown* 

In New York, where Geimd Gage was expected with a considnable 
body of troops, the governor required from the Legislature, compliance 
with the act of Parliament, called the " Mutiny Acty^ which directed, the 
colony, in which any of his Majesty's forces might be stationedt to proviife 
barracks for them, and certain necessaries in their quarters. The Legis- 
lature, reluctantly and partially, complied wifh the requisition ; hut at a sub- 
sequf^nt session, when the matter was airain bronirht Ix^fore them, they dctrr- 
mincd, that the act of Parliament could only l)o construed to rcjnin nca's- 
saries for troops on a march, and not whUe {>crmanently stationed m the 
country; on a contrary construction, they said, the colony might be griev- 
ously burdened, by marching into it several regiments. This reason ad- 
mits the obligation to obey the act. Yet, its requisitions were, unquestiona- 
bly, a tax; and betwem the power of Parliament to levy money by its own 
atitliority, and, compulsorilyt through the colonial JL^gislaturea, no easeatiil 
distinction can he 4bawn. A like requisition was n»de on the Legjalalnre 
oif New Jersey, in April, 1768, hy CSoveraor Fraiddin, which was fidfillsd 
with cheerful dacrity. Such were the inaccurate ideas, which even theo 
prevailed, m parts of the oontinent, relative to the control which Psrikunent 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF NEW JERSEY. 



14S 



might justly exeroisc over the colonics. The coniumacy of New York was 
punished and removed by prohibiting the Legislature from passing anv net, 
until the requisition of the Parliament had been, in every respect, complied 
with.* 

Some troops having been driven, by stress of weather, into the harbour of 
Boston, their commander applied to Governor Bernard, lor the necessary 
and mini supplies, vrhich were granted by conseDt of the ooundli in pitr- 
mumee tf^ndl of FairUameM*^ But the general court which met soolk 
aAerwuds, (1767) disapproved, in pointed terms, the conduct of the goveN 
nor, declaring, that, *^'aner the lep^l of the stamp act, they were surprised 
tofindy that this act, equally odious and unconstitutional, should remain Ih 
ibvoek They lamented the entry of the reason for the advice of council, thb 
mure, as it was an unwarrantable and unconstitutional step, which totally 
disabled them from testifying the sanwj cheerfulness they had always shown, 
iu granting to his Majesty, of their free accord, such aids as his service had^ 
from time to timr, required." 

II. The ren uil of the stamp act, however grateful to the friends of liberty, 
to the colonists, and to the English merchants trading with them, was not 
popular with the nation at large. The supremacy of the Parliament was 
maintained by the mass ol* the people ; the hope of revenue from America 
was too fascinating to be surrendered without further exertion ; and the King 
bdield, with high indignation, the redstance to his authority, and the political 
prau^les whidi his American subjects had displayed. Moved by these con- 
ttderatioDs, Mr* Gtoles Townsend, chanceHor of the exchequer, in an ad> 
niiBstnUion formed by Lord Chatham, a man of splendid iand versatile ta- 
kots, invited the attention of Parliament, again, to the subject of American 
taxation. He boasted, "that he knew how to draw a revenue from the 
colonies, without giving them olfence, and animated by the challenge of Mr. 
Grenville, to make his vaunting true, he proposed and carried almost unani- 
mously, a bill imposing certain duties on tea, glass, paper, and painters' 
colours, imported into the colonies from Great Britain ; the proceeds of which 
were appropriated to the support of j^overnment in America, so far as should 
be necessary, and tlie balance to be paid mto the British treasury. 

This measure was founded in the erroneous belief, that the colonists ob- 
jected rather to the mode than to the riglit of taxation. But though there 
had been some inaccuracies in expressing their views on the statutes regu- 
lating trade, there should have been no misapprehension of their deternunation 
to resist every attempt to tax them without their consent. The bill of Mr. 
IWnsend had the unequivocal character of a revenue law, and as such was 
•vowedly enacted ; nor were the provtncialists slow to declare their sense of 
its true character. ' 

III. Petition and remonstrance were again resorted to by the colonild 
Legislatures. The tone, generally taken, was not so high, as in case of 
the stamp act; but the conviction that the one was as great a violation of 
public liberty as the other, soon became universal. 

The colony of Massnchiisetts, in addition to her other measures, addressed 
a circular letter (llth Fcbi uary, 1768,) to the Assemblies of the respective 
colonies, stating her own proceedings to obtain redress. This was laid be- 
fore the House of Representatives of New Jersey by the speaker, Courtland 
Skinner, Esq., on the 16th of April, and was referred to Messrs. Borden, 
J. L#awrence, and R. Lawrence, with instructions to draught an answer 
thaielOi The answer, signed by the speaker, remarks, sensible thai the 
law you complain of is a subject ui which every colony is interested^ the 

* MaiBhaU. 
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House of Representatives readily perceived tlie meemty of an immediaie ap- 
pUcation to the King^ and that it should oorrespond with those of the other 
oolomes; but as they have not had an opportunity of knowing the seiitime.itB 
of any other oolony» but that of the Massaohusetts Bay, they have endea- 
voured to conform themselves to the mode adopted by you* They have 
tfaereibre given instruction to their agent, and enjoined his attention on the 
subject of their petition." And it concluded, **the House have directed me 
to assure you, that they are desirous to keep up a correspondence with 
you, and to unite with the colonics if necessary, in further supplications 
to his Majesty, to relievo his distressed American subjects. Pursuant to 
these sentiments, the House, May 7th, 1768, adopted a petition to his Ma- 
jesty, in which, after recounting the perils and labours of the primitive 
settlers, they declared, that "the subjects thus emic?;rating brought with them, 
as inherent in th(?ir persons, all the rights and liberties of natural born sub- 
jects wiiliin the parent state. In consequence of these, a government was 
formed under which they have been constantly exercised and enjoyed by the 
inhabitants, and repeatedly and solemnly recognised and confirotied by your 
* royal predecessors, and the Legislature of Great Britain." 

^'One of these rights and privileges vested in the people of this colony, is 
the privilege of being exempt from any taxations, but such as are imposed on 
them by themselves, or by their representatives; and tins they esteem so ii^ 
valuable, that they are fully persuaded, no other can exist without it." 

Then, ader recalling to the rememhrance of tlieir sovereign, their past 
promptitude in furnishing all necessary supplies required from them, and their 
disposition for the future, to evince "their unfeigned aiieetion for his Mnjcsty's 
person, their distinguished duty to his government, and their inflexible reso- 
lution to maintain his authority and defend his dominions," tbr^y pro<'-eed; 

"Penetrated with these sentiments, this, your people, witli the ufln^ •^r con- 
cern and anxiety observe, that duties have lately been imposed upon them by 
Parliament, for the sole and express purposes of raising a revenue. This is 
a taxation upon them from which they concieve they ought to be protect^, 
-by the acknowledged principles of the constitution; that ueemen cannot be 
legally taxed but by themselves or by their representativBs ; and that they aie 
represented in Parliameiit they not only cannot allow, but aire convinced Stem 
their local circumstances they never can be.'^ , 

**.Very far is it from our intention, to deny our subordination to that au* 
gust body, or our dependence on the kingdom of Great Britain; in these cob- 
nections, and in the settlement ^ our liberies under the auspicious infiueDOS 
of your royal House, we know our happiness consists, and therefore, to con- 
firm those connexions and to strengthen this settlement, is at once our interest, 
duty, and delight. Nor do we apprehend, that it lies within our power by 
any means more effectually, to promott' these great purposes, than by zeal- 
ously striving to preserve in perfect vigour, those sacred rights and liberties, 
under the inspiriting sanction of which, inconceivable difficulties and dangers 
opposing, this colony has been rescued from tlie rudest state of nature, con- 
verted into a populous, flourishmg, and valuable territory; and has contributed 
in a very consderable degree, to the wel&re of Great Britain." 

**Most gracious sovereign, the incessant exertions of your truly royal 
cares, to procure your people a prosperity equal to your love of th^, ea- 
courage us, with all humility, to pray, that, your MajestyVi clemency wiU be 
graciously pleased to take, into consideration our unhappy circumstances, and 
to alford us. such relief, as your Majesty's wisdom shall judge to be most 
proper." 

TV. The Legislature of Masssachusetts, which convened early in January, 
1768y addressed remonstrances to the King, to Parliament, and to the minis- 
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ters, and a circular letter to the sCiveral colonies. The latter contained an 
exposition of the subject of their rcnionstrance.s, a recapitulation of the argu- 
ments urged against tlic stamp act, and declared the taxes lately imposed, to 
be inequitable, because exacting a duty upon the importation into Annerica, 
on Biftbli manufactures, in addition to that paid on exportation from Kng- 
liiiidf and that, the proposed disburftements of the revenue^ in the payment of 
the salaries of the governors and judges appointed by the crown, had a ten* 
dency to subvert the principles of equity, and to endanger the happiness and 
security of the subject. 

y. The promptitude and unanimity of the colonies, generally, on this oc- 
oasbn, has been, with great justice, ascribed to the judicious and eloquent 
essays of Mr. John Dickerson, published as "Letters from a Farmer in 
Pennsylvania, to the Inhabitants of the British colonies." These papers, in 
which the rights of the colonists were ably mnit^tnin Hl, were republished in 
every colony; and the |jeople of Boston, and otln r t<»wns, in town meeting, 
voted a letter of thanks to their " patriotic, enlightened, and noble spirited 
author." 

VI. In their controversy upon the stamp act, the colonists found their 
most efl^tual weapon in their non-importation agreements. Recourse was 
again had to them. But as New Jersey had little direct commerce, <^ im- 
poftation, she could not ejEpiess her sense of injury, adequately, by this 
mode; but she was not precluded from giving to Ker oommercJal ndghboun 
the sdmtdus of her approbation* Accordingly, in the Ot^ober .session of 
1769, her Legislature resolved unanimously, That the thanks of the House 
be given to the merchants and traders of this colony, and of the colonies of 
New York and Pennsylvania, for their disinterested and public spirited con- 
duct, in withholding their importations of British merchandise, until certain 
acts of Parliament, laying restrictions on American commerce, for the ex- 
press purpose of raising a revenue in America, be repealed." ' 

Efforts l)eing made in Rhode Island, to break through the non-importation 
agr^^ment, the freeholders, merchants and traders, of the county of Essex, 
convened at Elizal>ethtown, on the ^>\h uf June, 1770, and resolved, that 
such agreement was fiiundfMl on the truest policy, and was a legal and con- 
stitutional method of discovering their sense of the acts of Parliament, for 
laising a revenue in the colonies; and therefore should be firmly adhered to» 
until such acts were rqjealed: That they would not themaelves, or by others^ 
reoehre, purchase, selH or otherwise use, any of the manufactures or mer- 
chandise, imported from Great Britain, contrary to the agreement; and that, 
they would not trade, nor have any commercial intercourse, with such per^ 
SODS, who should import goods or cause them to be imported, or with any 
person, who shall purchase goods so imported; but would uso^ery lawfiil 
means, to hinder the sale of such goods, in any way whatever: That they 
Wsrhly approved the spirited behaviour of their Boston, New York, and Phi- 
If^df Iphia brethren, in renouncing all commerce and intercourse with the 
fnnicrs and inhabitants of Newport, in Rliode Island, who had p< itKlionsly 
deserted them in this stmcrcrle: and that thev would observe the sainf rules 
of conduct they had so properly adopted, wiili respect to the traders and m- 
habitants of Newport. And at a meeting held at the same place, on the 16th 
of July, when having learned, that " the merchants and traders of the city of 
New York, had lately thought proper, contrary to their own agreement, and 
in violatioa of their public fiiith, to break through the only measure that 
eould have obtained redress, th^ declared that the signm to the bte non-im- 
portation agreement, at New York, had perfidiously betrayed the conunoa 
cause, deserted their countrymen, in their united stn^glw for the removal of 
nanittenai oppiessioii; and that every person wbo> contraiy to the non- 



Digitized by Google 



14a 



HISTORY OF mVi/ JKRSKY. 



importstioD agieametit,. ahill import, ought, by the frimdii of tMf oounlfy, 
to be treated, not ooly in like maimer, as they themseWee aet the eanmpK 
in the late caee of the merehBiite and tfade» of Newport, but be held in the 
utmost contempt by all the inends of liberty, and treated as enemiea to theur 
country: And that they would strictly adhere to their resohitions, adoptei 
at a. former meeting. The conduct of the New York imporlerB was con* 
demned by the inhabitants of Woodbridge, and New Brunswick, and otfaef 
piaees, in terms stUl more energetic. Some of these importm, ventur- 
ing, soon aflcr, to New Brunswick and Woodbridge, with their goods* weie 
severely hnndlrd by the populace. 

VIT. " ( )n the Jtirst intimation of the measurcs taken by Massachusetts, the 
Earl ol" Hillsborough, who, about the close of the year 1767. IkuI 1 w n a|)j)omt- 
ed to the then newly created office of Secretary of State, i'or tin' fl' i>;iriiiient 
of the colonies, addressed a circular letter to the several goveiuors, to ite laid 
before the Assemblies, in wiiich he treated the circular of Massachusetts, 
as of the most dangerous and factious tendency, calculated to inflame the 
minds of his Majesty's good subjects in tbe cohmiefr— to promote an un- 
warrantable combination, to ea^eite and encourage an open oppositioa to, and 
denial of, the authority of Parliament ; and to subvert the true principles of 
the constitution; and he end^voured to pvevail upon them to treat with re- 
sentment, sndi an unjustifiable attempt to revive thof^e distractions, which 
had operated so .fatally to the prejudice of the colonic, and of the molbflr 
oountiy; but in any event, not to take part with Massachusetts, by approv- 
ing such proceedings." Instructions accompanied this letter, to dissolve 
such Assemblies as should refuse to comply with its rorommendation. Tt 
does not appear, that the Assembly of New Jersey took any order upon the 
circular of Massachusetts. But other colonics declared, that they could not 
consider as an unwarrantable combination, a concert of measurtis to give 
efficacy to their representations, in support of principles essential to the Bri* 
tish constitution.* 

" This circular of Massachusetts, together with the violent proceedings 
whieh wem suhsequently had in that cokmy> were the cause of joint resofai* 
tkms of both Houses of Parliament, condemning in the strongest terms, the 
measures pursued by the Americans. An addyess was agitad upon, approWag 
the conduct of the eiown, givuig assurances of effectual support to such 
jRiriher measures as should oe foand necessary to maintain the oiyit magik 
trates in a due execution of the laws within the province of Massachusetts 
Bay ; and beseeching his Majesty, to direct the governor of that colony, to 
obtain and transmit to him, information of all treasons committed therein, 
since the year 1767, with the names of the persons who had been most 
active in promoting such ofiences, that prosecutions might be instituted 
against them, within the realyt^ in pursuance of the statute of the d5th of 
Henry Vin."t 

VIII. The impression made by these menaces, directed specially nn^ainst 
Massaclmsctls Bay, in expectation that the other provinces would be, tliereby, 
.deterred from involving themselves in her dangers, was very unfavourable to 
the news of the mother country. The resolution to resist die exercise of 
id» authority claimed by her, was not only unshaken^ but manifested ilseif 
in a fltOl more determined form. The Assembly of Virginia, soon after the 
leoeipt of these resohitinns, asserted, unanimously, the exdusiTe ri^t of thsC 
Assembly to impose taxes on their constituents^ and their undoubted privi* 
lege to petition for redress of grievances, and to obtain the concurrence of 
the other colonies in such petitions. Alluding partieulariy to the joint ad- 

• Msnhan. f Ibid. 
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drees of the two Houses of Parliament to the King, they also resolved, that 
all perooDs charged with the Gommiaaion of any o&nce, within that colony, 
weve entitled to a trial befim the trihunala of the ooontry, according to the 
filed and known course of proceedings therein; and that to seize siwh per- 
lOBB, and transport them beyond seas for trial, derogated, in a high degree, 
iirom the rights of British subjects ; as, thereby, the inestimaUe privilege of 
being tried by a jury, froacn the vicinage, as well as the liberty of summon* 
lug and producing witnesses, in such trial, would be taken from the party 
•eciased. This last resohition was also adopted, in terms, by the Assembly 
of New Jer.'K'v.* 

IX. NotwithstandiriL'; those strong measur< s un tho part ofPfirlinmrnt, the 
mass of the Knglish trading population, feehiig, severely, the consequ< nces 
of the non-importation agreement, strongly urged the abrogation of the new 
duties. And the ministry, affected by the commercial distress, were desirous 
to give relief, but were resolute to maintain the parliamentary right to lax 
the colonies. 

With criminal weakness they adopted a middle course, remarkable for the 
ignocanod it dispkye <^ the state of the public nund, and the nature of the 
public charaeter, in America. The earnest lemonstraaoeB and prompt and 
energetic resistance of the colonies, had fidled to convince them, that the 
asserti(»i of the right, and not the amount of duty levied, was the true souroe 
of complaint* The ministers persisted in believing that a reduction of the 
tax would restore tranquillity. Under this delusion, assurances were given, 
in 1769, that five-sixths of the taxes imposed in 1767, should be r^»ealed: 
and, in 1770, the whole were abolished. 

Adhering strictly to their principles, the colonists modified their non-im- 
portation afjrecments, to op* riitf on tea alone. This they were better ena- 
bled to do, as that article could be obtained from continental Europe, by 
smugglinfi^, in sufficient quantities, and at less price, than if regularly im- 
ported from Great Britain. The anticipation of revenue, by continuance of 
the impost act, was, therefore, vain ; and its preservation on liie statute book, 
served but to keep tho jealousies £md fears of the provinces in constant acti- 
vity, and to familiarize the people with opposittoii to a pow«>, which like the 
•irard of Damocles, threatened, momentarily, theur desfaniction* 

In eome of the oolonaei the non«importatkm agreemoits were partially vio- 
kted; but, in the raealer part, they were idiguNBlyoboer^ Bythereve* 
me act, in its modified form, their rights were exposed to violation, yet their 
tuenrvatioii depended on themselves ; since, whilst no dutiable commodity 
WES purchased, no duty was paid ; and whilst this commodity was, other- 
wise, cheai^y procured, no privation was sustained. Hence, a state of poli- 
tical quiet ensued the repealing art of 1770. The ministry seemed disposed 
to avoid further ajigression, and tlm Americans, rif'nerally, ceased to remon- 
strate and conii)lain ; n1thoup;h thry c nntinued to watch, with lynx-eyed vigi- 
lance, every movement of tho British government, and to discuss, publicly 
and privately, the value of the union between the colonies and the parent 
state. 

X. The period of four years, which succeeded the modification of the 
revenue act, contains few incidents of historical interest* The late war, by 
the great expmditure of money, and con8un]|>tion of agricultural ptoducte, 
bad cauaed an extraordinary appearance of prosperity in New Jersey, ae in 
other eokmies* A ready marlDBt and advanced price for min, increased 
the value of lands, and seduced the enterprising into unprovraeot purehaeeo* 
The causes of this excited state ceasing with the psaoe, great depressioii 

* Xtoeember 6Ui, 1789. 
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ofprioesy and contiactkA of business DebCon weie unable to pay; 

baDkruptcieB and suits at law were numerous, and the (Moaecuting cfedkor 
and his attorney became odious to the debtor and his sympathizing fiifaidSi 
In pq>ulaT distress, as amid arms, the laws are silent. In January, ITfOf 
many citizens of ^Monmouth coun^, assembled at Fkoehold, on the atated 
day for hoiding the county court, and vioiently deterred jthe judges from e»- 
cuting their office; compelling them to return to their respective homes; and 
a similar riot, in JSssex, was suppr«^ssed, only, by the spirited conduct of the 
sheritis, magistrates, and the better disposed inhabitants. The cause alleged 
for tliese unwarrantable proceedings, was oppression by the lawyers, in their 
exorbitant charges for costs. The governor, by the advice of his council, 
issued a special commission for the trial of the otit:iider.s, ;Ml*imor to the jus- 
tices of the Supreme Court, some gentlemen ot' distinguisiiud character. In 
Essex, the rioters were inunediately tried, convicted, and punished; but, m 
M(Himouth, they were scieened from chastisement, by the sympathy of their 
feUow-citizeDs* Tlie Assembly was specially conTened as well to metve 
and continue legal process, wluch had abated bytfae lapse of a term, as to 
provide additioiud means for tbe preservation of the public p^Kse. And whilst 
ejecting these ol^ects, they inquired strictly into the allegations against the 
lawyeis, acquitting them of extortion, but providuig by law ag^tnat eioes- 
aive costs, in the recovery of debts under fifty pounds. In suiq>ra88ing these 
seditions Mr. Richard Stockton was highly instrumental, supporting with 
dignity the authority of govemment, and mildly aasiwging the temper of the 
people. 

XI. In the intercourse between Governor Franklin nnd the AssLinbly, 
considerable harmony prevailed. But, occasionally, diiierences of ojjimon 
led to intemperate altercation. Thus, a war of words grew out of the n 
cation of the utiicers of the King's troof^, for supplies mid accoinmodations 
greater than the House was disposed to grant. For, although tlie statesmen 
of New Jersey did not take the high ground of Massachusetts, upon this sub- 
ject, they were reluctant to expend an^ thing moiB than the atrkteat ooo- 
atruction of the act of Parliament reqmred. A lengthened discussion was 
finally temunated by mutual concession. But another dispute soon aAer 
aiDse^ on the application of the Assembly, for the removal of the treaKirer.of 
the eastern division of the province. With singular poficy, a treasurer was 
retained and located in each of the ancient divisions' of the colony ; and by 
policy not less singular, they were af^inted by the governor, gave no secu- 
rity for the faithful performance of their duties, but were lespOosihle to, «»<^ 
always accounted ^vifh, the Assembly. 

XII. Mr. Stephen Skinner was treasurer of East Jersey, nnrl rcsidont at 
Perth Aml3oy. On the night of the 21st of July, 1768, his house was broken 
open, and the iron chest m w hich he kept the provincial funds, was robbed of 
sixty-six hundred puuiids, ciiiefly in bills of credit. The character of tbe 
treasurer was fair, and his statement of circumslaaces was received without 
inquiry, during two years; when no clue being discovered to the robbery, 
the Assembly, October, 1770, directed an investigation, and came to the 
conclusion, that the loss was occasioned by the want of tiiat caie^ which was 
necessary to the safe keeping of the moneys and that the treasuxer oi^t 
not to be allowed therefor in his accounts. But no further steps were 
taken in this matter, until September, 1773; when, tiie treasurer remon- 
strating against this vote, the then House approved the sentiment of its pre* 
decessor, and invited the govemcnr to join them in some method to compel 
the treasurer to accoimt for the sum, said to be stolen. 

The cmiimittcr, addressing his excellency, complained, " that though the 
treasurer did not apprehend himself accountable §ot that sum to the public^ 
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as in the treasury, he was still continued in office, the public money still de- 
pended on his care, and nothiiin; had been done to recover the deficiency." 
Notwitlistanding this broad intimation, the governor insisted, that if the 
House desired the removal of the treaiiurer, they should tell him so, in plain 
tenxm* He repioBched them for their insiauation of neglected duty, and ie» 
tofled the charge, averring, that for several years, they had taken no order 
on the matter. The Asseoibly, thus urged, now left the governor no cause 
to doubt their wishes, ami closed a long argumentative rejuy, with humbly 
leiiuesting his excellency, that he would be plectsed to remove the treasure 
from his office, appoint some other person therein, and unite with them in 
passing a law, authorizing the treasurer, so appointed, to commence suit for 
the deficiency against his predecessor. The governor did not objr'ct to a 
suit for determining the liability of the oiTiccr; and a connmittee of tlie coun- 
cil, in conference with one from the Assembly, propos<'(l to tile ;im informa- 
tion against the treasurer ; but the House rejected the okkIc, alleging, that a 
criminal prosecution would not attain their object. On tlu^ other hand, the 
governor refused to commit tiie injustice of removing a public olTiccr, who, 
though unfortunate, ii.ul not been convicted of inalleasance j and whose con- 
duct and character the Assembly, aller examination, had declared unim- 
peacbed. He pleaded, also, a royal instruction, fbrbMding him to displace 
any officer or minister, in the province, without sufficient cause, to be signified 
to the king; an instruction, he said, wisely calculated to guard against that 
arbitrary, despotic temper, which sometimes actuated governors, as well as 
that levelling, democratic disposition, which too often prevails in popuhir 
assemblies.* 

This was a subject of angry discussion, between the governor and An^ 
sembly, for nearly two years longer; in which the former was encouraged, 

by the discovery of n gang of counterfeiters and forgers, n^^p of whom, it 
was probable, from the evidence of his accomplices, had porjK'trated the rob- 
bery of the treasury. At length, the treasurer, who had repeatedly, but in 
vain, prayed the Ass(!mbly to caust; n suit to be instituted against him, re- 
signed his commission ; and an act was passed by the Legislature, directing 

" May we not here properly remark, that a clause in our republican constitutions, 
prohibiting the removal of public officors, tcilhout good and sufficient cmufe, would pro- 
tect usefiu public servants against the arbitrary and despotic temper, which sunie- 
tiBWs MtnatM govmoTV ana presidents, as well as that capiieious disposition, and 
proscriptive spirit of party, wliicli too often prevails in popular assemblies? Officers 
of state are created for the service of the people, as the state itself is constituted for 
their benefit. The individual emolument which arises from the maintcaanco of the 
oflker, hi an accident, not the object, <^tfae creation. Tet, a fatal misconstruction of 
the maxim, that offices are created for the people, hn^ brcn so widely spread through- 
out our republics, as to threaten their safety and duration. L«eaders of parties, in high 
stations, proclaim " rotation in oJicCf' to be republican; that all citizens are entitled 
to participate m official emoluments, and are competent to the performance of at' 
ficial duties. Such dootrinrs have a dcmoralizini^ pWv.rt, tcndinrr to discoiirac^o 
iado^ry, and to create numerous anxious, idle, venal, expectants of ottice. Their 
tbsordily becomes apparent, by following them out to their proper resolts. Eren, 
if we limit the position, by saying, that all men duly qualified, are entitled to 
participate m nfficinl emoluments, it will be obvious that an attempt to reduce it to 
pwttiee, however impossible, would produce a change every hour, in every office of 
tta oonntry. The true principle is, that poblie i^biam ave agents of the people, to 
he appointed, directly or indirectly, by the people, aa they shall in their wisdom deter* 
mine; and should be changed, only, whon the public interests require. Like other agents 
they should receive a moderate, but just, compensation for Uieir services, with the 
asBuraace of its continoaiiea, whilst thoaa services are. faithfhlly, rendered. Towards 
their public servante, the whole people, the state, should pursue the course which 
ench individual possessing common sense, adopts in his own ailairs. No prudent man 
discharges a competent, experienced, and faithful servant, to receive others in quick 
nieoassiony who enter his aendea with a view solely to tha wages, and wheee capacity 
ftr atmee is to be acquired at his expense. 



160 



HISTORY OF NEW JERSSr* 



his successor to sue for the balance. One good eflfect resulting from this 
contest, was ihc requisition on future treasurers, to give adequate security to 
the province for the faithful disbursenient of public moneys.* 

XUL Gofemor Franklin seems to have been truly floiktltoiis to pfomole 
the mifore of the ocdony, by incmsing its agricultarel and oommercml i»o> 
ducts. At his instanoes, which in the present Mean of polifioat quiet, he 
tiarnestly renewed^ the Assembly established bounties Ibr the growth 4^ 
hemp, flax and^silk; considerable efforts were made to d^fibse the culture of 
the mulberry tree» and had not this single bfauch of industry bmi prostrated 
by the war, silk would soon have bedome a staple commodity of the country. 
At the suggestion of the governor, also, means were taken by the Assembly, 
to obtain a ftill census, and statistical account of the province; but these 
were rendered inefi^tive by the scenes of political disquiet which soon 
after arose. 

X[V. Previous to the ye^r 1772, the House of Representatives ron^isiod 
of Lweiiiy members. The cities of Perth Aniboy and Burlinirioii, and thy 
counties of Middlesex, Essex, Somerset, Bergen, Gloucester, and Cape May, 
each sending two representatives, whilst Salem and Cumberland jointly, sent 
only two, and Hunterdon, Morris, and Sussex jointly, the same numbw« 
But in that year* an act of Assembly for increasing the numb^ of represoi* 
tativesy had been approred by the King, and seems to have been a cause' of 
gratulation between the governor and Assembly* By this act, each couitty 
was entitled to two representatives, and the whole number was increased 
to thirty. The representation which appears to have been based upon ter- 
ritorial divisions, merely, without regard to the essential principle ^ popu- 
lation, was, thus, continued upon an erroneous basis, and has not been Mtf 
corrected, even nt rhn pre'=^ent day. 

XV. Governor Franiilin, on the part of the province, contrary to the policy 
which it had hitherto pursued, attended two conterences with the northern 
Indians. The first was in 1769, at Fort Stanwix, at which he was accom- 
panied by the chief justice; and where the Six Nations having agreed upon 
a general boundary line, between them and the northern colonies, (the object 
of the meeting) publicly acknowledged the repeated instances of the justice of 
the province, m bringing murderers to condign punishment; and declared that 
they had no claim, whatever, upon the province, and in the most solemn man- 
ner conferred upon the, government of New Jersey, the distinguishing name 
of Sa^mighmyqgt/lha^ or the great arbiter, or doer of Jtistice. 

*S<s note BB. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Comprisinjg Events from the year 1773, to 177G — I. Committees of Correspondence 
MlaUished in the several Colonies. — II. The British Ministry encourage the ship- 
ment of Teas to America, by the East ladia Company. — III. Alarm of the CoU- 
niate— Conslirnf nsofthe India Company compelled to forego their appointmenta.— 
lY. iVleasuretj pursued in New Jersey. — V. Reception of the Tea in America. — 
▼1. Ind^nation of tJie King and Parliament. — VH. Violent measures adopted 
a^n8t.mMton. — VIII. Alarming Act of Parliamoiit, relative to the Proinlncisl 
Uovernment of Canada. — IX. Proceedings of the Inhabitants of Boston — General 
commiseration of their fate. — X. New Jersey appoints Members to Congress.-^ 
XI. Cooffreaa aasemblo at Philadelphia— Their proceedings.— X 11. The Assembly 
of New Jeiaey approve the ProcecdinL'^s oi' C^ongrcss, and a|)poiDt Delegates to 
the n*xt Convention — Ins'lrncfinns. — Xlli. The Provincinl Oovcrnors instructed 
to impede the Union of the Colonies— Etfortu of Governor Franklin.— XIV. Repl/ 
of theHouae. — ^XV. Rejoinder of the Governor— Addreea of the Council.— Xv|, 
The Assembly petition the King. — XVII. Reception of the Proceedings of Con- 
fess in London — XVIII. Procf^odings of Parli.unont- !irill;it(>ry Propositions 
of Lord North. — XIX. Sense of New Jersey upon tiiis prupusition. — ^XX. State of 
the Diapuls with Cngland. — ^XXI. Seoonii New Jeraey OntveatioB oalled— E»> 
courages Political Associations — Organizes the Militia, and provides funds. — XXIX. 
Meeting of Congress at riiil^idelphia — Its Measures — XXIII. Appointment of 
Commandcr-in-Chicf and subordinate Generals. — XXiV. Congress again petition 
the King — Ungracious reception of the petition.— >XXV Addreae their fellow* 
subjects of Ireland, tfcc, — XXVI. New Jersey Convention rc-asscmblcs — Proceed- 
ings — Fro vision for tlic continuance of a Provincial CongroKS — Comaiittecof Safuty 
appointed. — XXVII. Meeting of the Assembly — Addre.ss itf Governor Franklin— 
He claims assurance of protection for himself and otlu^rs, the King's officers.— 
XXVIII. Reply of the Assembly.-XXIX. Aot aiithoriUDg the iaane of fiilla of 
Credit, for jblOO|000, approved by the iving. - 

L It is not our purpose to detail all the remote causes and immediate mo- 
tives that led to the revolution, which dissolved the conneidoa between Great 
Britain and her North Amencan colonies; but to ke^ up such a oounected 
nmtive of circumstances. pertaining to that great event, as will enable us 
to exhibit the part which New Jersey boie in the contest. We do not, theie- 
lbie» enter upon the various causes of dissatisfaction in Massachusetts, and the 
measures resulting therefrom, whitih preserved there a spirit of opposition to 
the crown, whilst a general.cahn was elsewhere pervading the continent. It 
may be proper, however, to note, that, from the commencement of the oon- 
test, Massachusetts was particularly solicitous of uniting all the colonics in 
one system of measures. In purmiance of tlii.s oljject, she devised the plan 
of el«:ling committees in the several to\\Tis for the purjK)?© of corresponding 
^^nth each other, and with tlie other colonies, w liirli wns adopted by the 
other provinces. Tiie honour of originating the L< uisbiiive coiuinittees of 
corresfKjudeuce in the several colonies, which aftcrw ards became so ^sen- 
lially useful, is claiuK-d, by Mr. Jefferson, for Virginia. 

II. The general state of quiet which liad been induced by the prudence of 
the European and American parties, the one ibrbearing to ship, and the other 
to order leas, was, after three years^ continuance, terminated by the impolitic 
avarioe of tb» British nonistry* The East India company, the most daring, 
ambitious, and sucoesslul of commercial associations, had became embarrassed 
by lavish expenditure, the peculations of their servants, and the diminution 
of their trade in consequence of the American quarrel. Applying to the 
government for assistance, they proposed, that the duty of three pence per 
pound, payable on teas impoijted into the colonies, should be aholished« and 
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that six cents per pound should be iiiii)osed on the exportation. This fa- 
vourable and honourable mode of removing the occasion for dispute between 
the parent anci her offspring wa^;, we cannot, now, say, unfortunately, rejected 
by the administration ; who, as if by extraordinary stimtilus to accelerate the 
ODming contest, proposed and carried a bill authorizing the coaqMUiy to eft* 
port tfamr teas altogether &ee of duty. Lord North* says the Eiigli^ ht8to> 
nan, reoonunendcd this measure to Pariiament with a twofold view; to 
j^ve the India Company and to improre the revenue. The latter was to 
lie flcoomplished by tempting the Ameritans to purchase large quantities of 
teas at a low price. But the Coo^Niny would not venture to shifs until 
assured by the niinistry, that in no event they should suffer loss. 

III. The export of tea to America, under these circumstances, was, in 
itself, sufficient to arouse opposition. But the occasion was eagerly seized 
by those whose interests would be promoted by i)opular resistance. Mer- 
chants in England, whose profits were endangered by this ojxjration of the 
India Company, and cis-atlantic smugglers, whose trade was threatened 
with extinction, laljoured with the patriot, to convince the people of the im- 
mutable determination of the parent state to tax the colonies,* and for thajt 
purpose, to compel the sale of the tea, in despite of the solemn resi^utioos^ 
and oft deckmod sense of the inhabitants. The cry of endangered liberty 

. was again heard from New Hampshire to Georgia. Town meetuigs weie 
iwtd in the capitals of the different province, and combinations formed to 
obstruct the sale of the &tal weed. The consignees of the Company weae^ 
generally, compelled to leUnquish their appointments, and substitutes ixM 
not be procured. 

IV. The most determined spirit of resistance displayerl itself, in New 
Jersey, upon the first favourable opportunity. On the ciglith of February, 
1774, the Ass(Mnb!y, on \hf^ proposition of Virginia, appointed from its mem- 
bers, a standing committee of correspondence,* whom they iUvStructed to 
obtain the most earlv and authentic inteUiijence of all the acts and reso- 
lutions of the Parliament of Great Britain, or the proceedinirs of the adminis- 
tration, which might allcct the liberties and privileges of his Majesty's sub- 
jects, in the British colonies of America ; to maintain a correspondence with 
tiie sister coloniesy respecting these important considerations, and to infons 

speakers of the several contmental Assemblies of this resolution, requesU 
ing, that, they would submit them to their several Houses; They gave tbanki^ 
also, to the burgesses of Vurguiia, for their early attention to the liberties of 
America. 

V. On the approach of the tea ships destined for Philadelphia, the pilots 
in the Delaware were warned not to conduct them into harbour; and their 
captains, apprized of the temper of the people, deeming it unsafe to land their 
cargoes, consenfrrl to return without making an entry' at thr- custom house; 
the owners of goods, nn Ix iird, chci^rrull s •^nlmiitting to the niconvenience of 
having their merchandise sent back to ( ! l lritain. The captains of ves- 
sels addressed to New York, wisely, adopuxl the same resolution. The tea 
sent to Charleston was labeled and stored, but not offered for sale ; and being 
placed in damp cellars, became rotten, and was entirely lost. The ships de- 
signated for Boston entered that port, but before the tea could be landed, a 
number of colonists, disguised as Indians, pursuant to a concerted plan, 
entered the vessels, and without dwi^ other damage, broice open three him* 
dred and fovty-two chests, and emptied their oontents halo the sea.^ Such 

* Comifltinff ef -Jainss Kinsey. Stephen Cnae, Hendriek Fisher, Sunael Tueker, 
John WeUwful, Robert Friend Frice, John Hwdunaa, John Mehebn, end Edwsid 
Tsyler. 
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was the union of smtinient among tlie ])eople, and so systematic their oppo- 
sition, tfmt not a si 111:^)0 chest of the cargoes, sent out by the East iudia 

Coiiipaiiy, was suKi lor tiicir tx'iiefit. 

VI. The conduct of the colonists, generally, in relation to the tea ships, aiid, 
especially, the daring trespass at Boston, gave great umbrage to the King. 
bk hk message* to Parliament, he characterized the colonial proceedings as 
obstnictiiig tbe oommeroe -of Great Britain, and subvexBive o£ her eonatitu* 
tioD* High and general indignation was excited in that body« His Ma^ 
jesty^s measures were almost unanimously approved, and pledges weice given 
to secure the due execution of the laws, and the dependence of the coloiiies* 
To maintain that dependence, the w hole nation seemed disposed to approve 
and support the severest measures of the ministry. All consideration for the 
just rights of the colonists, was lost in the desire to punish their audacity ; 
and, for the moment, the patriot forgot his principles, and the merchant hi« 
interest, whilst fired with indignation at the bold resistance to the will of the 
parent state. 

VII. I'pon Massachusetts the vials of wrath were first poured out. Before 
the magnitude of her guilt the ofll^nces of other colonies became insignificant. 
By one act of Parliament the port of Boston was closed, and the custom 
house and its dependencies transferred to the town of Salem, until compen- 
sation should be made to the East India Company, and until the King in 
eauncjl, should be satisfied of the restoration ofpeaoe and good order in the 
loim of Boston : By another act, the charter of Massacfausetts was subvnt- 

the nominatkMi of counsellors, magistrales, and other officers, beinff 
vested in the crown, daring the royal pleasure : By a third, persons indicted 
in that province, for any capital offence, if an allegation were made on 
oath to the governor, that such offence had been committed, in aid of the 
magistracy in the suppression of riots, and that a fair trial could not be had 
in the province, might be sent to any other colony, or to Great Britain, for 
trial. A bill was also passed for quartering soldiers upon the inhabitants. 
But these penal bills wf^re not wholly unopposed, in either house of Parlia- 
ment; in the Lords, the mmority entered tlieir protest against each. 

VIII. An act passed simultaneously with the foregoing, making more 
effectual provision for the government of the province of Quebec, excited as 
much indignation and more dread among the colonies, than the severe mea- 
sures against Massachusetts. The latter might he palliated as the result of 
ifidignation, violent, but not causeless; while die former, vesting the legisla^ 
dve power in a council dc^iendent on the crown, and subjecting the whole 
revenue to the King^s di sp sal, bore strong indications of the resolution of the 
ministry to take from the colonies, generSly, the right of self-govemmeiit 
Bad sympa^y foiled to unite the other provinces to the fate of Massachusetts, 
regard to their common safety, so openly threatened, would have rendered 
their union indissoluble. Roth were intensely felt. 

IX. The inhabitants of Boston had foreseen the present crisis, and they 
met if with undaunted spirit. Information of the passage of the port act was 
received on the tenth of May, and on the thirteenth, the town resolved, ♦'that 
if the other colonies would unite with them to st o]) all importations from 
C^reat Britain and th(j West Indies, until that act .sliould be repealed, it would 
prove the salvation of North America and her liberties ; but should they con- 
tinue their exports and imports, there was reason to fear that fraud, power, 
and the most odious oppression, would triumph over justice, right, soeial hap- 
pmess, and freedom.'* A copy of this resolution was transmitted to the other 
ookmies, the inhal»taAts of whidi expressed deep sympathy in tbe su^ring^ 

«7tbMutth,1774. 
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of their brethren in Boston, endured in the common cause; and concurring 
in opfnion with them on the propriety of convening a provincial Congress^ 
delegates for thnt purpose were i^enerally chosen. 

Throughout the continent, the llrst ol" June, the day on which the Boston 
port act was to take effect, on the resolutiofn of the Aasembly of Virginia, 
was adopted as a day of fiwiing, humiiiatioiit and prayer, to implore the 
divine inlerporition to avert ihe heavy calamity which tfaxeatBoed dartrw* 
tioii to their civil rights, and the evils of civil war, and to give one heeit and 
one mind to the people, firmly to oppose every invasion of their libefties. 

X* Barly in the month of July, the inhabitants of the several countiea of 
New Jersey, assembled at their respeetive <jounty towns, and adopted reso- 
lutions strongly disapprobatory of the course of the ministry and of the late 
acta of Parliament, closing the port of Boston, invadinr^ the charter riirhts of 
the province of Massaohn-^ctt?, ^-nbjccting supjK>sri] f^trendcrs to trial in other 
colonies and in Great iiritain, and senflinjr an ;ifm< <i forco to carry these in- 
jurious measures into drcct. They noniinatcd deputies, to rTT^Tf \\\ conven- 
tion, for the purpose of electing dele<z.'ites to tlie "general CV)iigiLs.s, about to 
convene at Philadelphia. The Convent mn, consisting of seventy-two mem- 
bers, selected from the most intelHgenl aiul iT spectable citizens of the colony, 
among whom wci-e many members of Assembly, met at New Brunswick on 
the twenty-first of July, 1774; and choddng Stephen Crane, chairman, and 
Jonathan D. Sergeant, clerk, proceeded to reiterate the sentiments of their 
oonslituenlB, and to nominate James Kinsey,* WiUiam livtngrton, John De 
Haft* Stephen Crane, and Riohard Smith to represent them in Congress, and 
the following gentlemen as a standing committee of correspondence:f Wil- 
liam Peaxtree Smi^ John Chetwood, Isaac Ogden, Joseph Boiden, RctaA 

• Kinsey left Congress in November, 1775, refusing to take the republican oath of 
aUegiance. — Journal of Congress^ ^ DecernhoFf 1775. He was lugiily esteemed not- 
wifmtandlng the eouiee he took at this toe. ' He is a very good man," says €ro- 
Tcrnnr r,ivinL':>ton, in a letter to Samuel Allinson, of the 25t]i of July, 1//^, " thnn^rh 
not the best hand on dock in v. storm." To Kinsey himself the governor wrote, ( tli 
of October, of the same year : As 1 find myself engaged in writing to my old inendj 
I cannot help embracing this oppartanity to express my concern at your etutding so 
mncli in your own light, as to forego your practice rather than submit to a test, which 
all governinents ever have, and ever will, impose upon those who live within the 
bounds of their authority****. Your voluntary consent to take the test prescribed 
by law, would eoon restore you to thft |;ood opinion of your country, (every ho^ 
allowing you, notwithstanding unaccountable political obliquities, to be an noneat 
man) and your way to the magistracy would, doubtless, be easy and unincuraberpd." 
Some years afterwards Mr. Kinsey became chief justice. He died about 1801. — 
Sedffvick's Life of Livingston, p. 1G9. 

We find the foll'^v-im^r minuto in the votes of the Assembly. November 17, 1775. 

Mr. Kinsey and Mr. Dc Hart, two of the delegates appointed by this House, to at- 
tend the contifkeiltal Congress, applied to the House for leave to resign their said ap- 
^Intnienta, alleging that they are Br> particularly circumstanced, as to render thrar 
attendance, exceedingly, inconvenient to their private affairs." On thn 'i'M November, 
their resignations were accepted, and the tliree remaining delegates, or any two of 
them, were empowered to represent the colony in CongresB. 

t Mr. Dc Hart appears to nave soon grown weary in the race* On the organization 
of the state government he was elected a judge of the Supreme Court, but refused 
(he office. Mr. Smith held out much longer, but his course was equivocal. He was 
a TepiMontatiTe from Burlington, in the first legislative ommeil, bnt did not attead il» 
session. Upon a requisition to pcrf jrm his duties, by the council, he tendered hw re* 
signation, which was rejected, on the ground that tiie cf)nytitution did not warrant its 
acceptance. Persevering in his refusal, the council, on the seventeenth of May, 1777, 
reaolved, that he had neglected and refiued to perform the duties of hit atatfon, aa 
a member of tliat House, m divers instances, and, particularly, by contamaeknistj 
withholding his attendance at that sitting, though duly and repoatcdly summoned ; 
and that ho be expelled." He was re-elected to council in the succooding October, 
but it does not appear that he served. He was elected state-treasnrar, in joint meet- 
ing, September Sth, 1976, and peifonnad tha duties of that station for about six 
months. 
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Field, I^aac Piersoo, lima Smith, Samuel Tucker, Abraiimn Hunt, and 
Hendrick Fisher. 

XI. The delegates from eleven provinces asaembled at PiiUaddpliia, m 
di0 tortb of September ; those from North CaioliiiA did not appear until the 
liwitoeiitb.* On the fifth, Peyton Randolph, of Virgmia, waa unanimotialy 
ohosea piendant, and Charks Thompaon elected aecietary* Aa the Coa- 
graai waa oompoaed of men who ga?e tcBoe to the aentimenta of the provinoea 
which they respectively represented^ it was in course, tliat the prominent acta 
of the cdonies should be supported and enforced with the ability and dignity 
pertaining to their joint endeavoura* Still there was a chivalrous disregard 
of self, in the prompt and energetic approbation of the higlu^st measures of 
Massachusetts, which history rarely discloses among a temperate and calcu- 
lating {)eople, even amid the excitements of pnlifinal revolution ; and which 
leads us to believe, tliat even at this tune, pcmlence of Great Britain was 
a foregone conclusion, in the bosoms of most members of the Coiigrcss, 
which yet, they scarce dared acknowledge to themselves, still less breathe to 
others. 

Whilst expressing "their sympathy hi the sufferings of their countrymen 
of MaaBachuaettB, under the late unjust, cruel, and oppiesaive acta m the 
Briliah BarUament," Congress approved of llie lesohre of the eounty of Sufi- 
fiilk, m whioh Bo^on lies, *'that no obedience waa due firom that province 
to such aol8» but that th^ ahould ha rejected aa the attempta of a wickad 
administration." , They resolved, that ^ntributiooa from ail the colonies, finr 
aapplying the neoesaties, and alleviating the diatresses of thdr brethren at 
BMon, ought to be continued in such manner, and so long^ aa their oooa* 
sions might require. They requested the merchants of the several coloniea 
to refuse new orders for goods from Great Britain, and to suspend the execu- 
tion of such as had been sent, until the Kciise of Congress, on the means to 
be adopted for the preservation of the liberiies of America, should bn made 
public* And soon after, they adopted resolutions prohibiting the imiiorta- 
tion, the purchase, or use, of goods from Great Britain, or Ireland, or ilieir 
d^)endencies, after the first day of the succeeding December; and directins; 
that all exports to Great Britain and the West Indies, should cease on tiie 
tenth of September, 1775, unless American grievances should be sooner re* 
diesnd. An asaodationi correspondyng wSi these reaohitions, waa then » 
ftamed, and signed by every meiiiber present. ** Never," saya Mr* Mar* 
shall, were hiwa mm faithfully obaemd,- than were the resolves of Con* 
gress at thb period, and their association was, of eonaequenoe, univeraally 
adopted." 

The better to enfbfce these lesolntions. Congress recommended the ^ 
pointqaent of committees in the several Countks and towns, Ivho, soon alwr 

their appomtment, under the names of committees of superintendence and 
correspondence, assumed no inconsiderable portion of the executive power 
and duti( s in the sc^vernl colonies, and became eihcient instruments in aiding 
the progress of the revolution. 

X!T. The New Jersey delegates reported the proceedings of Con|rress to 
the Assi julily of that colony, on the 11th January, 1775, by wliom they 
were unanimously approved ^ such nwmhcrs as tvcre Qudkcrsy excepting, 
only, to such parts as seemed to wear an appearance^ or miglU have a ien- 
dtncy to force, a9 inconsistent witk tkeir reUgious principles* 

And tne House resolved, that the same gentleinen ahould represent fiie 
odony in the fiitore Con^ss, should report tiieir proceedings therein t» the 
Assembly at its next session; should propose and agree to every rmonoUe 

* Congwit held their swsioni in Owpsntar's HaU. 
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and constitutional measure, for the accommodation of the unhappy differ- 
ences subsisting between the mother and her colonies. And liaving been 
infonned that at the preceding Congress, an attempt iras made to give 
some of the colonies a greater number of votee than others, in detenntn^ 
ing questions before it| the Assembly, instructed their delegates not to agree 
to a measure, of that kind unless upon oondition^ that no Tote so taken, 
should be obligatory on any colony, whose delegates did not assent tbeietn* 
The equality of the colonies in their delibenitions was, however, piesenred, 
and all questions were, throughout the eontest, reeoWed by Goiij|^eSB»«Bcli 
dolony having a voice alike potential. 

XTIT. The joint action of the colonies was, specially, obnoxious to the royal 
government; and the governors of the respective colonies threw every obsta- 
cle in their power in tho way of its accomplishment. To this end, Governor 
Franklin refused to summon the Assembly, notwithstanding the petitions of 
the people; and the first delegates to Congress were consequently elected by 
a convention, and not by the Hou^se. On opening the session of the Assem- 
bly, January, 1775, he observed. "It would argue not only a great want of 
duty to his Majesty, but of regard to the good people of this province, were 
I, on this occasion, to pass- over in silence, the late alarming trandaetions in 
thi9 and ^the neighbouring colonies* or not endeayour io prevail on you to 
eiert youisrives in preventing those misciiids to this country* winch* with* 
out your timely interposition, will, ih all probability, be the consequence. 

^'it is not for me to decide ota the particular merits of the dispute between 
Great Britain and -her colonies, nor do 1 mean to ceosure those who conceive 
themselves aggrieved, for ainui^r at-a redress of their grievances. It is a duty 
they owe themselves, their country, and their posterity. AH that I would 
wish to guard you nrrainst, is the givinrr nny countenance or encoura^ment 
to that destructive mode of proceeding which has been unhappily adopted, in 
part, by some of the inhabitants of this colony, and has been carried so far in 
others, as tot illy to subvert their former constitution. It has already struck 
at the authority of one of the branches of the Lt^gislature in a particular nnan- 
ner. And if you, gentlemen of the Assembly, should give your approbation 
to transactions of this nature, you will do as much as Ues in your power, to 
destroy that fi»rm of government, of which you are an important part, and 
which it ut your duty by all lawilil means to preserve. To you, your con-' 
stituents have entrusted a peculiar goardilmship of their rights and privil^jes* 
yoo are their legal represeirtatives, and you cannot, without a manifest breach 
of your trust, suffer any body of men in this, or any of the other provinces, 
to usurp and exercise any of the powers vested in you by the constitution. 
It behooves you, particularly, who must be constitutionally supposed to speak 
the sense of the people at large, to be extremely cautious in consenting to 
any act whereby you may engage them as parties in, and make them an- 
swerable ibr measures which may have a tendency to invc^ve them in diffi- 
culties far greater than thosr they aim to avoid." 

"Besides, there is not, gentlemen, the least necessitv, consequent! v, thr^re 
will not be the least excuse for your runnmg such risks, on the present occ^.- 
sion. If you are really dis})Osedto represent to the Kin*^ any inconveniences 
you conceive yourselves to lie under, or to make any propositions on the 
present state of America, I can assure you, from the best authority, that such 
representations or propositions will be properly attended to, and cdrfoinly haie 
greater- wdght coming from each colony in its separate capacity, than in a 
channel* the propriety and legality of which there may he much donht.** 

Yon have now pointed out to you, gentlemen, two roads — one evidendy 
leading to peace, happiness* and areaioiation of the public tranquillity — tM 
otiier inentahly connoting you to anarchy and misery* and all the horrora 
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of a civii war. Your wisduiii, your prudence, your regard for the true inte- 
rests of the people, will be best known, when you have shown to which road 
yw give the preferenoe. If to the fonner, you will probably ai^id satisfao- 
ticm to the moderate, the sober, and discreet part of your constituents. If to 
the latter, you will perhaps give pleasure to the warm, the rash, and. inconsi- 
deiato among thern^ who, I would willingly hope, violent, as is the temper of 
the present times, are not. even now the majority. But, it may be well fi>r 
you to remember, should any calamity hereafter befall, them from your com- 
pliance with their inclmations, instead of pursuing, as you ou|^t, the dictates 
of your own judgment, that the consequences of their returning to a. proper 
sense of their conduct, may prove deservedly fatal to yourselves." 

XIV. These persuasions were powfrless, as we have seen, with the As- 
sembly, who, unaiiiniuusly approved and ad(j})led the very measures which 
the governor condemned; and it may be pio^xT to give their justilication of 
their cunuuct, in th(3 reply of the House to liis address. 

" Wo should have been glad," they say, " that your excellency's inclina- 
tions to have given us early an opportunity of transacting the public busi- 
nesB, as was'ccmsBstent with our ^convenience,' had termiD&ted in a manner 
more agreeable to your design, and more iavourable to us,'than it reaUy has 
done, on the present occasion. .If the petitions, which we Understand have 
been present^ tQ you, had been granted, ^e should have, had a meeting 
more. convenient to us than the present; and that meeting, perhaps, would 
have prevented. some of those 'alarming transactions^' which your excel* 
lency's apprehensions of your duty leads you to inform us, as having hap- 
pened in this colony. We thank you for your intention to oblige us ; but 
that it may not be so entirely frustrated in future, permit us to inform you, 
it will be much the most agreeable to us, that th(; meeting of the House, to do 
public business, should not bo postponed to a time. later than when the bill 
for the support of government expii^s." 

" Wc are sorry to hear, that in your excellency's opinion, therc has Ix en 
of iale, any ^ alarming transactions' in this and the neighbouring colonies; 
our consent to, or approbation of which, may load the good people we repre- 
sent, into * anarchy, misery, and all the horrors of a civil war.' It is true 
you are pleased to tell usj tbat.this destructive mode of proceeding has been 
Adopted, but 'in part,' by sonoe of the inhabitants of this ool<Miy4 . as* 
sure you, that we neither have, nor do intend to. give our approl»tion to 
measures destructive to the welfare of our constituents, and in which we shall 
be equally involved with them. — ^Their interests iemd our own, we look upon 
«s insqmrable. No arguments are necessary to prevail on us to endeavour 
to prevent such impending calamities; and if we should, at any time, mistake 
our duty so much, we hope your regard to the public will induce you to 
e.xert the prerogative, and thereby give them the choice of other representa- 
tives, who may act with more prudence. The uncertainty, however, to 
what ' alarming transactions,' in particular, you refer, renders it sufficient 
for us to assure you, only, that we profess ourselves lo be the loyal subjects 
of the King, from whose goodness we hope to be relieved from the present 
unhappy situation; that we will do all in our power to preserve that excellent 
Ibiin of government, under which we at present live j and that we neither 
intend to usurp the lights of others, nor suffer any vested in us by the 
constitution, to be wrested out of our hands, by any person or persons 
whatever* 

We sincerely lament the unhappy diflerenoes which at present subsist 
between Great Britain and her colonies. We shall heartily rejoice to see 
the time, when they shall subside, on principles consistent with the rights and 
interests of both, which we ardently hofe is not far oSf and though we can* 
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nuL conceive how the separate petition of one colony, is more likely to suc- 
ceed, than the united petitions of all, yet, in order to show our dcsiit) to pro* 
mote 80 good a purpose, by every proper meansy we ahaO make use of the 
mode pointed out by your excellency, in hopes that it will meet that attentioOy 
which you are pleased to assure us, will he paid to the repiesentativeB of 
thepeople." 

This was the language of men who had well weighed their meamee, and 
were resolved to abide their consequences* Nor is such resolution rsodered 
leas obvious, by the tone of iruny and pen^iag^^ which peirvades their 
comitients on the specious, but hollow assurances of the govcroor, of the 
success which might ensue a departure ihxn the union entered into by the 
colonies. 

XV. The rejoinder of the governor, was remarkable for sfood temper and 
moderation; evinoinL' that his course was prompted, more by the duties of 
his station, than by iiis judgment, which would probably have united him 
with the people. 

*' Were I to give such an answer," he said, " to your address, as tl»e f>ecu- 
liar nature of it seems to require, I should be neceasarily ied into Uie expl*- 
nation and discussion of aevml matters and tcazeacttons, which, irom the 
regard 1 bear to you, and the people, of this colony, I would iar rather Jbave 
buried in perpetual oblivion. It is, besides, now vain to argue on the subject* 
as you have with the most uncommon and unnecessary precipitation, givea 
your entire approbation to that destructive mode of proceeding, which I sD 
earnestly warned you against. Whether, after such a resolution, the petition 
you mention, can be reasonably expected to produce any good effect; and 
whetlier you or I have best consulted the true interests of the people, on this 
important occnsion, I shall le-ave others to determine." 

The lcnnp;ii:Ln< of the council, however, was in a different tone, and as 
loyal as the governor himself could desire. ** We agree with your excellen- 
cy," say th(?y, " that it would argue not only a great want of duty to his 
Majesty, but of regard to the good people? of this province, were we, (m this 
occasion, to ptiss over in silence, the present alarming transactions, whicli 
arc so much tjie objects of public attention, and, thereibre, b( leave to as- 
sure you, that feehng ourselves strongly inflaenoed, by e zeakHks attachmsnl 
to the inlersstB of Great Britain and £9r colonies, and deeply inipiessed with 
a sense of the important conneadon they have with each odier, wo shall, with 
all 8incer& loyalty to oxa most gracious sovereign, and all due,rsgard to the 
true wel&re of the indiabitants of this province, endeavour to prevent tfaoaa 
nuschiefs which the present situation of affiurs seems to threaten ; and by€V 
zeal for the authority of government on the one hand, and for the constitu- 
tional rights of the people on the other, aim at restoring that health of tfa0 
political body, which every good subject must earnestly desire." 

" Your exccll(>ncy may be assured, that we will exert our utmost influence, 
both in our public and private capacities:, to restore that harmony between 
the parent state, and his Majesty's American dominions, which is so t ssen- 
tial to the happiness and prosj>crity of the whole empire. And earm?stly 
looking for that happy evcmt, we will endc^avour to preserve peace and good 
order, among the people, and a dutiful submission to the laws." 

XVI. The committee appointed for the purpose, composed of Messrs. 
W«6ierill, Fisher, Ford, TwslCBr, and Shepheid, reported a petition to lib 
Majesty, which was adopted by the House. This instrument contained, in 
a short compass, the black catalogue of the grievances of the oolomes, and 
prayed for that redress, which his Majesty's gracious assurances signified by 
iMr governor, that ^ representatiQiis or propositkNW of the cokaues wouUi 
be attended to» led them to expect* 
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In England, the proceedings of th(i Americans were still viewed with great 
irifiii^MLition by the King and his ministry. His Majesty, in his opening 
spcecii,* to a Parliament newly elected, declared, bc^fore intr !lii,rnee had 
been received of the course ol" tlie Congress, " that a most darmg spirit of 
resistance and disobedience to the laws unhappily prevailed in the province 
of Massachusetts, and iiad broken forth in fresh violences of a very criminal 
nature; and that these proceedings had been countenanced and encouraged 
in las other edonieB ; that tmwarraiitable attempts had been made to obstruct 
thecommeroe of his kingdoms by unlawful combinations; and that he had 
taken such measures, and' given such orders, as he judged most proper and 
sfisetiiat ibr carrying into exeeudim the laws, which were passed in the last 
session of the late rarliament, relative to the province of Massachusetts ,* an 
address, echoing the royal speech, was carried by large majorities in both 
Houses of Parliament, but not without a spirited protest from some Ibw lords 
of the minority. t 

XVII. The recepfion, in London, of the proceedings of Congress appeared 
to have a iiioiacnt:iry bem ticKti eliect upon tiieir cause. The administration 
was staggered, and th(^ o)){m tuition triumphed in tlie truth of their predictions, 
that the measures pursued l)y the ministry would unite all the colonies in re- 
sistance. The petition of Congress to the Iving was declared by the Secre- 
tary of State, after a day's perusal, to be decent and proper, and was received, 
^aciously, by his Majesty, who promised to lay it before his two Houses of 
nurliament. But the ministry had resohred to compel the obedience of th» 
Amencans. Hence every representation from Am^ica, coming thiongh 
dmnnels other than ministerial partisans, was unwillingly reoeivM, and &• 
aied all credit. The remonstrances of the representatives of three millions 
of men, made under the most awfbl and affecting circumstances, and the 
most sacred responsibilities, were treated, perhaps believed, as the clamours 
of an unruly multitude. In vain did the nnerchants of London, Bristol, 
Glasgow, Norwich, Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, and other places, 
by petition, ponrtray the evils which must result from such determination, 
and prfxiict tiie dangers to the commercial interests of the kingdom: Tn vain 
did tiie planters of the sugar colonies, resident in Great Britain, represent, 
that the profits on British property in the Wv^t India islands, amoimting to 
many millioiks, which ultimately centered in Great Britain, would be deranged 
and endangered by the continuance ol* the American troubles : In vain did 
tha venerable Barl of Chatham, roused Irom a long retirement, by the dsn* 
gsr of losing these cdonies, which his own measures had protected) and; 
seemingly, aasared to the parent state, apply his comprehenshre mind aad 
matchless eloqoence to arrest the &tal course of the administration: In vain* 
from a prophetic view of events, did he demonstrate the impossilnlity of sub* 
jtigating the colonies; and urge the immediate removal of the troops collect- 
ed 1^ Greneral Gage, at Boston, as a measure indispensably necessary to 
open the way for an adjustment of the differences with the provinces : In 
vain, when undiscouraged by the rejection of the motion, did he propose a 
bill for settling the troubles in America. The pfM'iod of American emancipa- 
tion had approached, and the power which might have delayed it, was prp^ 
videntially stultified. 

XV III. Both i louses of Parliament joined in an address to the King, de- 
claring '* that they find a rcbc^llion actually exists in the province of Massa- 
chusetts." This was followed by an act for restraining the trade and CQOh 

/ * 

* October 3ath. 

f Richmond, Portland, Sockittghsm, Stamford, Btanhopo, Torrington, Poasonby^ 
WfDombey and Gaaidsn. 

X 
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ijif rc( of the New England provinces, and prohibiting them from carrying 
on the lisbri i* s on the banks of Newfoundland, which was subsequent !y 
exfended to i\«;w Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, 
and the counties on the Delaware, 

Pending the consideration of this bill, Lord North introduced what h» 
termed a conciliatory propositi<Mi* It provided that when any colony dKNxld 
propose to make provision, according to its eiFQumstanceS) finr coDtribatbig 
Its proportion to the common defence, (such proportbtt to te vaised under 
tbe authority of the General Assembly of such colony, and dkpaasMe bff 
PatUamenif) and should engage to make provision also, for the support of 
the civil government, and the administiation of justice in such ooloiiy; 
it would be proper, if such proposal were approved by his Majesty and 
Parliament, and for so long as such provision should be made, to forbear 
to levy any duty or tax, except such duties as were expedient for the re- 
gulation of rnmrnPrf'C ; the n<'f pnxJuct' ot' sufh fhities to b' r-nrrifxl to the 
account oi such colony. Thi< jn '[lusition was opposed by the iriends oi'the 
minister, as an admission ot the correctness of the American views as fo 
taxation by Parliament, and as a concesaion to armed rebels; until it wag 
explained, that the resolution was designed to enforce the essential part of 
taxation, by compelling the Americans to raise, not only what they, but what 
Parliament, should think reasonable. The minister declared, " that he did 
not expect the proposition would be acceptable to the Americans; hot, that, 
if it had' no beneficial ei^ct in the colonies, it would unite the people of Eng* 
land by holding out to them a distinct object of revenue;- that, as it tended 
lo unite England, it would produce disunion in Amenca; fmr^ if one ooloay 
accepted it, the confederacy, which made ^ them formidable, would be 
broken." 

This avowal of the character and tendency of the lesolutioQ was not re- 
quisite to enlighten the colonists. On its transmission to the provinces, it 

was 4manimonsly rejected. 

XIX. For the sole purpose of communicating this resolution, Governor 
Franklin convened the Assembly of New Jnrsev, at Burlington, on the ITith 
of May, 1775; when, by a lonij; and elaboratt; sjx'(v-h, he sriUL;lit to set it lye- 
fore them, in a light, diflerent JVom tluit in which it haii U-eii viewed by the 
Legislatures of the other colonies. Soon after the opening of the session, a 
circumstance occurred, illy adapted to prepare the House lor imy favourable 
impression from the governor* Mr. Tucker kid before the Assembly, a 
copy of. ^* The Partiamentary R^;ister, No. 5,*' containing, among otheir 
thmgs, an extract of a letter, from Governor Franklin to tl» Earl of Dart- 
mouth, dated the 1st February, 1775, received February 38th; in which 
governor represents the House as divided in their i^piohation of the proeee^ 
ings of the late Congress. The House sent the governor a copy of the ex- 
tract, with a request, to be informed, whether it contained a true representa- 
tion of the words or substance of the letter written by him, relative to the 
proceedings of the last session of Assembly. His excellency complained of 
the cour-f of tlm House, in entering the extract upon their minutes, and en- 
deavouriiiL^ to iiictilpate him; but denied the cx)rrectness of the extrnrt. 
The House was still dissatisfied, and reierred his answer to a committee, fo 
report thereon, at the next session, whou the n7r\tfer was sufl^red to falli 
without further notice. Under the exiJtement produced by this affair, the 
House replied to the governor's address, delivered at the opening of the 
session. 

As the continental Congress," they said, is now sitting, to consider of 
the present critical ntuatton of American nSmSf and as this House has 
ready appointed delegates for that purpose, we should have been glad that* 
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your excellency had postponed the present meeting, until their opinion could 
be had upuii the resoKition now offered for our eonfei(i(?ration, and to which 
we have no doubt a proper attention will be paid; more especially, as we 
cannot suppose you to entertain a suspicion, that tlic present House has ihe ^, 
least design to desert the common cause, in which all America appears both 
deeply iateretted, and firmly united, so far as separately and without the 
adm^of a body, in wJiioh all are repreaented, to adopt a measure of ao 
mmk unportanoe* Until this opinion be known, we can only give your 
enselleney our present sentiments, being fully of the opinioDi that we shall 
pay all proper respect to, and abide by the united voice of the Congress ' on > 
the present occasion.'' ***** « We confess that- your excellency has put 
a construction on the proposition which appears to us to be new, and if we 
could be of the opinion that the resolution * holds no proposition beycmd the 
avowal of the justice, the equity, and the propriety of subjects of the same 
state, contributing accnrf^ing to their abilities and situation to the public bur- 
dens,' and did not convey to us the idea of subrnittuig the disposal of all our 
property to others, in whom we have no choice, it is more than probable, that 
we should gladly embrace the oppoituuity of settling this unhappy dispute.** 
> **Most Assemblies on the continent have, at various times, acknowledged 
and declared to the world their willingness, not only to defray the charge of 
the administration of justice and the support of the civil government, but also 
to ctmtxibute, as they have hitherto done, whoi constitutionally called upon, 
lo>every reasonable and jieoessary expense for the defence, protection, and 
security of the whole English empire;; and this colqny in particular, halh 
always compiled widi his Majesty's requidtions for these purposes : And we do 
asBuie your exoellendy, that we shall always he ready, according to our abiH« 
ties and to the utmost of our power, to maintain the interest of his Majesty and 
of the parent state. If, then, your ^xcettem^'s construction be right, awl if a 
'proposal of this nature,' will, as you are pleased to inform us, be received 
by his Majesty with every possible indulgence, we have hopes, that the decla* 
J ration wc now make, will be loolcrd on by his Majcvsfy and his ministers, not 
only to be similar to what is rorjnir* d iVoin us, but also to be, "a basis of a 
negotiation, on which the present diliereuces may be accommodated — an 
<jvent which we most ardently wish for." 

" We have considered the resolution of the House of Commons. We would 
not wish to come to a deteiiDiiialion, lliat mighi be justly called precipitate, 
in the present alarming situation of afiairs. But if we mistake not, this reso- 
lulioa contains no new proposal. It appears to us to be the same with one 
inade to the colonies, the yoar preceding the passage of the stamp act. Ame* 
rica then did not comply with iti and though we are sincerely dis^Kwed Id 
make use pf all proper means to tibtain the fiivour of his Majesty and the 
Parliament of Great Britain, yet we cannot in our present opinion, comply 
with a proposition, which we really apprehend to give up the privileges oif 
freemen ; nor do we want any time to consider, wl^ther we shall submit to 
that, which, in our apprehension, will reduce us .and our constituents to a 
stale little better than that of slavery .'^ 

"By the rcRolntion now oflered, if assented to, wc think we shall be to all 
intents and purposes, as fully and ef?ectually taxed by our fellow subjects, in 
Great Britain, where we have not anv n |)i i sontation, as by any of the late 
acts of the British Parliament, uiifirr wlucli we have l>cen aggrieved, of wliich 
we have complained, and froixi which we have piayed to be relieved; and 
that, too, in a much greater decree perhaps, tiian by all tiiose acts put to- 
gether. We cannot consent to subject the property of our constituents to be 
taken away fbr services and uses, of the propriety of which we have no rig^ 
to judge, while to ua^ are only left the ways and means of raising the moneyt 
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We have always thouglit and contended, that, wo had a right to disposcof 
our property ourselves, and we have always cheerl'ully yielded oui assistance 
to his Majesty is Ukai way^ whoi the exigencies of afi^iirs required us so to 
dc^ and he has oondeaceDded to ask it of us* At this period vre caBBOt tarn 
any judgment, dither of the extent of the proposition, or of the aDoaequeaM 
in which the good people of the colony may be involved* by mt tmeoA to a 
proviaioii so indelenninate, for it appears to us to be impoesuileto judge what 
proportion or shaie the people can boar, until we know what wtna tt ffn tbpf 
will be in, when any sum is intended to be raised." 

• " Upon the whole, though sincerely desirous to give every mark of dn^ 
and attachment to the King, and to show all due reverence to the Parliament, 

we cannot, consistently, with our real sentiments, and the trust reposed 
in us, assent to a proposal big with consequences destructive to thn public 
welfare, and linpr that tbo justice of our parent country will not permit us to 
be driven into a situation, the prQ^[)ect of which us with anjdety and 
horror.'* 

If the governor really supposed that he could prevail on the colony over 
which he presided to separate from the union, he had egregiously mistaken 
his power; hot he laboured so earnestly tovefl^ this object, that his delbai 
'should not, and M not IfiBsen his claim upon the fammr of Ids royal tnastn. 
He ciiBerved, howeveri that his labour was in vain, and had tha good aenat 
to r^die from ftirtfaer eontest by a short and moderate rejoinder* 
. Congzess' had fixed, on the month of May, for their nait meeting, that 
diaposition of the parent state might be known previously to their deli- 
bevatiaiis* They en taet ain ed hopes, that their re-assembling might be un- 
necessary; that the union of the colonies, their petitiioii to the King, and 
address to the people of Great Britain, might lead to the redress of their 
grievances. But these flattering delusions now gave place to the stern and 
gloomy truth, that their rights must be defended bv the sword, their quarrel 
be determined by the god of battles. For this appeal, the colonies, c^nerally 
prepared, as soon as the proceedings of ParlianK iit, and tlie n solution ol tlie 
ministry to send out additional troops wui-e i^nown. Means were every 
where taken to organize and instruct the militia, and to procure arms and 
munitions of war. ^ - * 

XXI. The New Jersey committee of correspondence appointed by the 
convention, met at New Brunawidc on the second May, 1775; when 
. taking into consideration the alarming and very axtiaoidlnafy oondnot of 
the Biitish ministry for executing the acts of F!aniament, as also the sewal 
acts of hostility which had been a6(uatty commenced for this parpoee by the 
regular forces under General Gage, they directed thor chairman^ imna- 
diately, to call a second provincial convention, to meet at Trenton on IliB 
2dd of May, to cMisidar and determina on saoh matters as shookl then cooie 
before them.* 

This important body met at the time and place appointed, and elected 
Hendrick Fisher their president, Samuel Tucker, vice-president, Jonathan 
D. Sergeant, Secretary, and William Patterson, and Frcdcnrlv Frrling- 
hausen, his assistnnts. On the resignation of Mr. Sergeant, soon after, Mr< 
Patterson was chosen principal, and Mr. Frelinghausen dej)uty secretary. 

Under a deep and religious sense of the responsibility" they had assumed, 
the members of the Convention declarcd, that, " Inasmuch as the business 
on which this Congress are now assembled, and is Ukely to engage their de- 
libeiation, appears to be of the highest moment, and, may, in the event, aibct 
the lives and propertbs, the religion and the lihertiBS of their coostllMMs, 

* See Appeadix, note CC,lbr the asnss of aMnAav. 
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ind of their remotest (>osterity, it unquestionably ]>ecomes the representative 
body of a Christian cummunily, to look up to tliat all powerful Being, by 
whose providt;uce all humaii events are guided, liumbly imploring his divine 
iitvour, in presiding over, and directing their present councils, towardii the 
w-eitebtohnipttt of order and bannoiiy he^ween Great Britain and her dia- 
Inned ooloiiiea; and, that he would be graciously pleased to iueeeed the 
amiiiiea that nay be devised as most ooMucive to these. desuraUe ends: It 
ia» dieielbrBt ordered that the president do wait on the ministers of the 
gospel in this town, and in behalf of this Congress, request their alternate 
iMendance and service, every morning at eight o'clock, during the session, in 
aider»,that, the business of the day may be qpeoied with prayer for the abm 

The president opened to the Congress, the important occasion of th(;ir meet* 
ing, recommending tlio utmost dclil)cration in determining on the measures 
to he pursued in the defence of tlunr rights and privileges, to which, by their 
happp congtitution, the inhalnfjints^ nf the province were justly entitled, and 
that due rare might be taken to support tlie established civil aiJthority> (so 
for as rnigiit consist with the preservation of their fundamental liberties) for 
the maintenance of good order and the undisturlxid administration of justice. 
The restriction, which regard for " the established civil authority," imposed 
sa the power of the Congress, was, indeed, very inconsiderable. For the 
Convention, veflecliog the majesty of the people, assumed as, occasion r^ 
fobcd, the fiill power of all the branches of gomnment* 

Tb&y proceeded, to take Into consideration the unhappy contest between 
Cheat Btkain and the colonies, which ihay deiennmed was of such a na« 
ture, and had ifached such a crisis, that the Convention had become abac^ 
My necessary, to provide such ways and means for tlie seeuiity of the 
province as the exigencies of the times requirs: and at the same tinw de- 
clared, that they had assembled with the profoundest veneration for the pet^ 
son and family of his sacred majesty, George TIT., firmly professing all due 
allon-iancn to his riiihtful authority and irovernment. And as a majority of 
tlie iri' nibi rs of the Legislaturc, convened at Amboy, in ilk; j)rtx:eding Janua- 
ry, had been instructed by their cfmstifuents, to appoint deputies to the Con- 
gress, and some of the counties iiad omitted so to instruct their representa- 
tives, who, notwithstanding, had cordially joined in such appointment, the 
Convention approved the nomination, and i-cndcrcd thanks to the House, for 
Ae regard they had sliown for the. rights and liberties of the provmce, in 
tiiaely adoptmg the continental assodalion, and resolving in favour of the 
Qsohitions and proceedings of the ocmtineatal Congress* Bui the Conven- 
tion, also, resolved, that whenever a i»)ntineatal Congress should again be 
Moessary, that it would he most eligible, §6r ^ inhabitants of each county, 
to apeint d^uties for the purpose of eleodag delegates* 

On the twenty-fifth of May, a written message was addressed to the conti- 
wntal Congress, then^ in session at Philadelphia, declaring that the. provincial 
Gbngress was convened vnth dispositions most heartily to concur, to the 
utmost of their abilities, in the common cause of America, but that they did 
not deem it ndvisnble to enter into anv monsnrc?? of consequence, until some 
!."'nrT;il plan liati Ix'cn ndnptnd by the general Congress: That, in this first 
iiistuDce of such an ussnnltly in the colony, without pi*ecedent for their 
direction, and anxi iusly desirous to make their provincial measures con- 
sistent with iliat plan, they deemed it necessary, by a special deputation, to 
request such advice and assistance as the Coiifiress mif?ht be disposed to 
give.* This deputation reported on the thirlieili, thai liic Congress was not, 

* Thia couimiLtee consisted of WUIiam ^. tSmilh and iuhm Boudinot. 
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then, pi epared to give any iuivioe upon the state of the province, but promised 
due attention to the request. 

The Conyontlon adofited the following foim of aMociatioD, wliicii Htusy 
directed to be sent to the committees of obsmatkm or correspoBdeDce in the 
several counties, which bad not already assodat e d in a sinular maimer^ is 
order that it might be signed by the inhabitants* 

** We^ the subflcribei8» freeholders and inhabitants of the township of 
in th(; coonty of and province of New Jersey, having 

long viewed with conceni, the avowed dmga of the ministry of Great 
Britain to raise a revenue in America ; being deeply affected with the cruel 
hostilities, already commenced in the Massachusetts Bay, for carrying that 
arbitrary design into execution; convinced that the preservation of the 
rights and privileges of America depends, under God, on the hrm union of 
its inhabitants; do, with hearts abhorring slavery, and ardently wisiiing 
for a reconciliation with our parent state, on constimtional princi{)les, 
solemnly associate and resolve, under the sacred ties of virtue, honour, 
and love to our country, that we will, personally, and so far as our in- 
fluence extends, endeavour to support and carry into execution, whatever 
measures may be recommended by the continental and our piovlneial 
Ck>ngress, for defending our constitution and preserving the same inviolateb 
We do, also, iurther associate and agree, as &r 93. sluill be oonsisieal 
with the measures adopted hr the preservation of American freedom, to 
support the magistrates and other civil officers in the execution of their 
duty, agreeable to the laws of this colony, and to observe the direction, of 
our committee, acting according to the resolutions of the continental and pv^ 
vincial Congresses ; firmly determined, by all means in our power, to guard 
against those disorders and confusions to w^hich the peculiar circumstances 
of the times may expose us." Surely, no more efJprtual mode could have 
been devised, of subjecting a people to the will of their leaders, than this 
association and its written pledge. Happily, the leaders and the people had 
the same interest, which the former steadily pursued. 

Mr. Pierpoint Edwards, having been deputed from Connecticut to New 
Jersey, for the purpose of obtaining intelligence of the true state of the pro- 
vuice, and to communicate the actual condition of bis own, the Convention 
g^ve theur state and purposes as we have detailed them; and they, also, 
opened a correspondence with the provincial Congress of New York. 

The organization of the military forqp wa^, in ev^ oolony, an ol^ect of 
the first unportance, and received fixxm the proinneial Gcoj^pess of New 
Jersey, due attention. One or more qompanies of eighty men, each, weie 
directed to be ^rmed in each township or corporation, from the male inha» 
hitants between sixteen and fifty years of age, under the supervision of the 
respective committees, with power to elect thdr commissioned officers: The 
officers of the companies determined the number which should form a regi- 
ment, and nnnr^d the ofiicers. And as- the inhabitants of Morris, Sussex, 
and Somerset counties, had mnrle spirited exertions in raising minute men, 
pledged to march to any pomt of the country ^vhenever called on, the Con- 
gress approved their conduct, and voted tlit a- thanks. 

In order to raise the necessary funds, the conv(^ntion imposed a tax of ten 
thousand pounds, which they apportioned, specifically, among the several 
counties; and each county quota was apportioned among the townships, by 
the township committees, according to the act of Assembly, settling the quotas 
of the several counties, to be collected by agents nominated by the township 
committees, and to be paid to the treasurer of the county committees* Then, 
after appointing a committee of their.body, any three of whom, together with 
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the president or vice-president, were empowered to convoke them, the Con- 
gress adjourned, upon the 3d day of June, after a session of eleven days. 

XXll. Before the continental Coni^ress again met,* hostilities between the 
colonists and the British troops in America, iiad commenced. The battle of 
Leitington was fought,t — and Ticondcroga captured — and soon after, the 
ever memorable engagement at Breed's Hill,^ gave confidence tc) the colo- 
nists; and the Ri-itish army, under General Gage, was beyicged in Boston. 
Instead of contetiding against orations of ministers, votes and acts ol' Parlia- 
ment, by petition and remonstrance, addresses and resolutkiis, Congress was 
now to be employed, in developing the resources and direetin^ the energies ' 
of the colonies, to resist the nuiitary power of Great Britain* 

Peyton* Randolph was again chosen president, but being in a few days 
called to his duties^ as speaker of the house of burgesses, of Virginia, Mr. 
John Hancock, of Boston, was unanimously' elected his successor* Mr. 
Charles Thompson was re-appointed secretary. The leading patriots had 
long foreseen, that, the controversy must be decided by arms; yet they were 
anxious, that the odium of the war should fall on their oppressors. Care 
was, therefore, taken, to show that the royal troops had been the aggressors 
at I^'xington; and the inhabitants of New York were advised to act, defen- 
sively, on the arrival of British troops there; to ])ermit the forces to remain in 
barracks, but to suifcir no fortifications to hv erectx-d, nor the communication 
between the town and country to be impeded. To this cause, we must also 
assign the resolution of Congress ciscribing the capture of Ticondcroga, to 
the imperious necessity of resisting a cruel invasion from Canada, plaimed 
and commenced by the ministry. " 

Coo^gress promptly proceeded to fiirther Xneasures of bflbice and defence^ 
They pr(^i9nted exports to such parts of i^itish Ainerica, as had not jomed 
the con^deracy^forbad^. the supply of provisions, or other necessaries, to 
the Ei^lish fisheries 6n the coast, to the army and navy in Massachimetts, 
and to vessels employed in transporting British troops And munitions of war; 
and interdicted the negotiation of bills of exchange, drawn by British officers, 
agents (NT ooDtractoi^ and the advance of money to them, on any terms what- 
ever. To secure the colonies against the forcible execution of the late ob- 
noxious acts of Parliament, they resolved, to put them immediately in a state 
of defence; reeommending to them, sc^verally, to provide the munitions of 
war — to prepare the militia ; so classing them, that a iburth of their number . 
might be drawn into action, at a minute's warnuig; and to form a corps for 
continual service; — authorizing each colony, appi-ehensive of attack, to levy 
one thousand regulars at the expense of the confederacy. They organized 
the higher departments of the army, framed regulations for its government, 
and issued three millicms of dollars, in bills of credit, for its maintenance. 
They prepared an address to the army and the people, reviewing the conduct 
of Great Britain, exposmg the enormity of her pretentions, exhibiting the * 
dieadfiil alt^native she had created, of unconditional submission, or resist- 
ance by arms, and asserting the justice of their cause, the competency of the 
means to maintam it, and theur fixed determination to employ, at every 
hazard, the utmost energy of the powers granted them by their Creator, for 
the preservation of their liberties. This spirit*stirring manifesto closed with 
the following solemn protestation. — " In our native land, in defence of the 
freedom which is our birth-right, and which we ever enjoyed, until the late 
violation of it, f )r the protcrtion of our property, acqiiin d snlely by the 
honest industry of our forefathers, and ourselves, against violence actually 

* lOlh May, 1775. t 19th April. 

1 9tb May. § June 17th, 1775. 
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offered, we have taken up amis ; we shail lay them down when hostilities 
shall cease on the part ot' the aggreasor^ and ail danger of their being ie> 
moved, and not before.*' 

XXIII. Under other circumstances, the selertion of a commander-in-chief, 
amid opposing pretensions, would have been exceedincrly difficult. The 
individual best fitted for this important trust was imw a lielegate in Con- 
gress, and had embarked a high character and splendid fortune, with his lile, 
in the perilous contest. Of mature age, and advantageously known to ill 
Rcitifih America, by his military talents, sound judgment, firm temper, spot- 
less integrity, and dignified person and demeanouTi there could not exist « 
single peraooal objeetioii to his nominatioii* The middle and southern d» 
inSs possessed no man having superior okims to public confidence; and if 
the northern had a preference for an individual of their own sectioni poti^ 
and gratitude required its sacrifice. The delegates of Massachusetts, tlMie> 
fiire, nominated Colonel George Washington, of Virginia, who was unaoi* 
rootnly appointed commander-in-chief of the united colonies.''^ His com- 
mission, revocable by Congress, invested him with " full power and autho- 
ritv to act a<; he should think for tlie o;ood and \vflfai*e of the service f 
subject to the rules of war and the orders of Congress. By a resolution, 
simultaneous with his appointment, Cont^ress declared, " that for the main- 
tenance and preservation of American lilxM'ty, they would adhere to hiiii 
with their lives and fortunes." The reply of Mr. W^ashington, to the an- 
nunciation of his appointment, by the president of Congress, was niai ked by 
that modesty, disinterestedness, and devotion to duty, which eminently^ 
tinguished him. As no pecuniary modve had excited him to aasametlie 
dangmus honour, he dedined all compensation fi>r services that weie iih 
estimahle; declaring that he would accept only the reimhursement of la 
expenses* 

Soon after the nomination of the commandei^in-chief, Congress created 
and filled the offices of suboidinate generals* Artemas Ward, Charles 
Philip Schuyler, and Israel Putnam, were appointed major-generals, rankiiig 
in the ord^ we have named them ; Honitio Gates, adjutant-general ; and 
Seth Pomeroy, Richard Montgomery, David Wooster, William Heath, 
Joseph Spencer, John Thomas, John Sullivan, and Nathaniel Gieeo^ 
br^adiers. 

XXTV. Although determmed to resist to the uttermost the tyranny of the 
parent state, the colonies had given no pidjlic indication of their desire to be* 
come independent of her government. Many provincialists, certainly, looked 
to political independence as the possible result of the contest ; some, perhafWj 
wished and sought it, but none avowed such wishes. The Aniei ic^ii peopte 
were proud of their derivation, and exulted in their connexion with Oieil 
Britain* Some of thdr most distinguished patriots oouM nadsr no ciRW 
stances, resolve to hreak the bcmds which hound them to her* It was dit* 
racteristic, therefore, that, amid warlike preparatbns, renewed attenapii 
should be made to propitiate the British goyemment and people. Another 
petition to the King was, however, opposed by several members of the 
Congress, from a conviction that it would prove nugatory. But the kAt 
ence of Mr* Dickenson, by whom it was proposed and written, procured ito 
adoption. 

This address, replete with professions of duty and attachment, declared, 
that " the provincialists not only most fervently desired the fornior harmony 
between Great Britain and the colonies to be restored, but that a concord 
might be established between them upon so firm a basis, as to perpetuate ils 

* June 15th, 
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Ue09liu^» iminterrupted by any ftttuie dissentioDs, to succeeding generations 
in both countries. They, theifefore, besought his Majesty to direct some 
inode by which the united applications of his faithful colonists to the thfone, 
in pursuance of their common counsels, might l)c improved to ft happy 'and 
permanent reconciliation. These sincere professions of three millions of his 
subjects, were contemptuously treated by the King. The petition was pre- 
sented through the secretary for American affairs, on the first of Septem- 
ber, by Messrs. Richard Venn and Henry Lcc; and on the fourth, LfOrd 
Dartmouth informed them, that " to it no answer would be giv*^n." And in 
a speech from the throne, the colonists were accused of designing " to amuse, 
by vague expressions of attachment to the parent state, and the strongest 
protestations of loyalty to their King, while they were preparing for a ge- 
neral revolt; and their rebellious war was mauifestly carried on for the 
purpose of establishing an independent empire." Contumely so unwise and 
flndeserved, served but to confirm the scrupulous in America, in the course 
of reaJstance-^nioving the faintest hope of redress by the humble and 
punfic means of petition and remoustrancck 

Whilst resorting to arms, respect £br the opinions of their fellow subjects 
induced Congress to make an exposition: of their motives in addresses to the 
inhabitants of Great Britain, tq the j^ ople of Ireland^ and to the Assembly of 
Jamaica. They also publish^ a declaration to the world, setting forth the 
necessity of assuming anbs, and recapitulating the injuries they had sustain- 
ed. " We are," they said, reduced to the alternative of choosing an un- 
conditional submission to the tyranny of irritated ministers, or resistance by 
force. The latter is our choice. We have counted the cost of this contest, 
and find nothing so dreadful as voluntary slavery." 

General Washington, inmi. rliately af^er his appointment to the chief com- 
mand, repaired to the army before I>u.sLun. VVith incredible difliculty he 
was enabled to maintain a show of force, which confined the British troops 
to that town from the month of June, 1775, until the month of March follow- 
ing, when the Americans, having seized and f<^ified Dorchester Heights, 
wiuch overlooked and commanded the place, General Howe, who had boo 
ceeded General (hg!^* abandoned Bt» and sailed with his command Sar 
ftdifaat, ' . 

The capture of Ticonderoga had opened the gates of Canada, and the im- 
petuous spirit of Colonel Arnold was eager to enter them. At his instance, 
Congress resolved to invade that province; and from the unprepared state of 
its defence, and the firiendiy disposition of its inhabitants, well founded hopes 
were entertained of success. This step, which changed the character of the 
war from defensive to offensive, was justified by the obvious propriety of de- 
priving the enemy, for such the parent state was now considered, of tiie 
means of assaihng the colonies from that quarter. The command of this en- 
terprise was given to Generals Schuyler and Montgomery. The former, 
however, soon retired, in eonst^quence of ill health. The latter, with a force 
of one thousand men, having c^ijiturcd the fort at Cliamblee, and the post of 
St. Johns, proceeded to Montreal m despite of the opposing cilbrts of General 
Carlton, governor of the province; and, having obtained at this place many 
necessary supplies, led his gallant Uttle army to the walls of Quebec. 

Durhi^ the progress of General Montgomery, Colonel Arnold, with bold- 
ness ana perseverance rarely surpassed, conducted a detachment to the St* 
lAwrence, by an unexplored course along the Kennebeck and Chaudiere 
nvers, through a trackless desert of three hundred miles* His force origi. 
nally consisted of one thousand men, one-third of whom were compelled to 

• October lOkh. 
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i«tiim bythewttBtofiaficessaries* The femainder perae ve red with MtAatd 
TQiohilioil ; mirnKMuMuig every obstade of iDoubtam and ibiest; progmiiig 
at tnnes, not more than five milea a day ; whilst so destitute of profvisioiQs, that 
Mae of the men ate their dogs> cartouch boxes, breeches and shoes. Wtoi 
Artanta hundred miles from any habitation, tli* ir whole store was divided, 
yielding only four pints of flour per man ; and after having baked and eaten 
their last morsrl, they had thirty miles to travel before they could expect 
relief. After a march of thirty-one days, thev reached the inhabited parts 
of Canada, where they were kindly received, and their wants supplied by tbd 
astonished natives. 

Before Montgomery attained Mnntiv .il, Aniuld had reached Point Levy, 
opposite Quebec; and had it been |)oss!l)lr for the latter to cross the St. 
Lawrence, that impuriant place would, proi>ably, have been, iuiiuediately, sur- 
rendered by the astonished and affrighted garrison. But the want of boats 
oocaakmed an iiidi0|)enBabie May of a few days, and the inhabits, 
EnfdlBh and Canadians, alanned.ibr thdr property, united for its defence. 

The prospects of the Americans, however, were not desperate. The inhabit 
tanta of Canada, many of irhom were iiom the cotoniee at New England 
and New York, \\ rr friendly to the colonial camse, and excited by the wis. 
dom and humanity of General MoritgomeiTS gave the most efficient aid 
The united American forces laid siege to Quebec, but the paucity of their 
tnunber forbade any just expectations of redttcing the place, unless by a 
-coup dc mnin. General Montgomery was induced, by various considera- 
tions, to attempt it by storm. The depth of A\'inter was approaching; dissen- 
tions had arisen between Arnold nnd his ni]i< t«rs; the specie of the military 
chest was exhausted, and the cxjutiueiitul bills were uncurrent; the troops, 
worn by toil, \\'ere exposed to the severities of the season ; term for 
which many had enlisted was near expiring, and their departure for home 
was apprehended; aini the brilliant success that had hitherto attendexl them 
had excited hopes, which their high-spirited and enthusiastic commander 
dreaded to disappoint. He was not unaware of the dan*^* i and hazard of andi 
«ft. attempt Governor CSarlton, who commanded in Qoebec, was an etp^ 
fienced and able addier ; and the gairison, provided wkh every thing nee»- 
sary for defence, daily acquired firmness* But success, bad ofien 'erorwueil 
adventures more hopeless than that which he proposed; and the triumph of 
Wolfb, on this very fiel 1, t ought hhn, that to the brave and resolute, difficult 
things were not impossibilities. 

Tlie escalade of the town was made with a force of less than eight hun- 
dred men.* Two feints were directed, one by Colonel Livingston, at the 
head of his rejiiment of Canadian auxiliaries, the other by Major Brown; the 
principal attacks were conducted by Montgomery and Arnold, in person. 
The former advancing against the lower town, had passed the first barrier, 
and was preparing to storm the second, when he was killed by the dischar^ 
of a cannon fired by the last of its retreating defenders. His death so dispi- 
rited the assailants, that Colonel Campbell, on whom the command devolvdi 
thought proper to draw them off. Arnold, at the head of about three hun- 
'lUed and fifty men, vrith irresistible impetuosity, carried a two gim battery; 
but m the conflict, receiving a wound fiom a musket ball, which shatteied 
his leg, he was oonq[)eUed to quit the field. His party cootinued the asBtult, 
and mastered a second barrier. But, after a contest for three hours with the 
gream part of the garrison, finding thmselves hemmed in, without hopes of 
suooBBs, relief, or retreat, they yielded themselves prisoners. This issue, so 
linibrtunBle kit the coloiiists, rdieved the town ftcftn all apprehensions ier its 
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safety; the invaders being so much weaken* d as to be scarce competent to 
their own defence. Arnold encamped at throe miles distance from Quebec, 
and maintained his position amid many difficulties and great privations, uutU 
the spring, when he was joined by reinforcements. 

The fell of General Montgomery was deplored by friends and foes. He 
was an Irishman by birth, and though scarce thirty -eight years of age, 
H vetenn soldier. He haiid shared in the labours and triumph of Wdfei; 
WW ffistinguished for talent and military genius, and bleased with a mild rad 
Gonsbuit temper, and dauntless courage. The highest honouis of hk pfoiea- 
fliaa awaited him' in the British aervioe. These Sa ahandoned &r the ele- 
ments of domestic happiness in the country of his adoption. But, demoted to 
freedom, he engaged enthusiastically in de&noe of the American cause, and 
by his early successes In the Canadian campaign, induced the highest antici- 
pations of future greatness. In Parliament, ms worth was acknowledgedt 
and his fate lamented ; the muiister himself joined in his praise, whilst con- 
demning the cause in which he fell, and concluded his involuntary panecryric, 
m the language of the poet, crying, " Curse on his virtues, they've undone 
his country." In Congress he was mourned as a martyr to liberty, and by 
their direction a marble monument, of beautiful simplicity, with emblematical 
devices^ iias been erected to his men^ory, in front of St. Paul's churchy New 
York. 

XXVL The provincial Congress of New Jersey re-asscmbled on the fifth 
of August, 1775, and engaged in devising iiirdier means for the collection 
of the tax they had imposed and £ar the organization of tho militia. Ttor 
dbeeted £fly-foi]r opmpanies, each of sixty-fi>ur minute men, to be org^ized^ 
allotting to each county a specific numbory and assigning the duty of ap- 
pointing atnax officers to the respective county committees. The minuta 
men entered into the. Allowing engagement : We, the suhscribera, dp ?o» 
luntarily enlist ourselves as minute men in the company of 
in the county of And do promise to hold ourselves in constant 

readiness, on the shortest notice, to march to any place where our assistance 
may be required, for tho defence of this nml anv neighbouring colony ; as 
also to pay due obedi' luc to t!ie rominands o[ our officers, agreeable to the 
rules and orders of tlie cont mental Congrcs, or the provhacial Congress of 
New Jersey, or during its recess, of the committee of safety." These troops 
were formed into ten battalions; m Bergen, Essex, Middlesex, Moiiiiiuulh, 
Somerset, Morris, Sussex, Hunterdon, and Burlington, one each; in Glou- 
cester and Salem one, whilst in the counties of Cuiiil>erland and Cape May 
were independent light infantry and rangers: — They took precedence of the 
other milma, and wetp entitled to be relieved at the &m of four months* 
unless in actual service. Congress, sdso, resolved, that two brigadier-gene- 
nils should be appointed, but iiamed, at the time, only Mr> Philemop Didcen- 
son to that command. Mr* Livingston soon after recmved the other com- 
mission. And as there were a number of people within the province, 
whose peculiar religious principles did not allow them, in any case to 
bear arms — ^the Congress declared, thai they intended no violence to con- 
science; and, therefore, earnestly recommended it to such persons to con- 
tribute the more liberally, in thesic times of vmiversal calamity, to tho relief 
of their distressed brethren; and to do all other servipes to their oppressed 
country, consistent with their rehgious profession. 

But the chief measure of the provincial Congress was the perpetuation of 
the authority which they had assumed. To this end they resolved, that, 
**When3as, it is highly expedient, at a time when this province is likely ta 
be involved in all the horrorfl of civil war, and when it has become abso- 
lutely necessary to increase the burden of taxes, already laid the good 
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people of thifi colony, for the just defence of their invaluable rights and privi- 
leges, that the inhabitants thereof should have frequent opportunities of re< 
newinjT their clioicc and approbation of the representatives in provincial 
Congress: — Therefore, the inhabitants in each mnnty, (luaHfied to vote for 
representatives in General Assembly, sliall meet together, (at places desig- 
nated) on the twenty-first day of September next, and elect, not exceeding 
five substantial freeholders as deputies, with full po\vx5r to represent such 
county in provincial Congress to 1x3 lioldcn at Trenton on the third of Octo* 
ber next: — That during the continuance of the present' unhappy disputes 
between Great Britain and America, there be a new choice of deputies in 
every county, yearly, on the third Thursday of September;— That ontte 
said Thursday in every year, such inhabitants shall choose a sufficient num- 
ber of freeholders to constitute a county conunittee of observation and cot- 
respondence, vdtfa fiill power as wdl, to superintend and direct the necessaiy 
business of the county, as to carry into execution the resolutions and ordere 
of the continental and provincial Congresses: — That the inhabitants of each 
township, so qualified, do immediately choose a sufficient number of free- 
holders to constitute a township committee, and that on tiie sneond Tuesday 
of March, thereafter, they make a like choice, to net as committer of observa- 
tion and correspondence, in the townships, rrsi)ectively» with power Witiiifl 
their precincts, similar to that conferred upon the county committees. 

Having appointeci Jona.han D. Sergeant their treasurer, and a committee of 
safety to exercise their powers during the recess, the Congress adjourned to 
the twentieth day of the ensuing September,* at which session no importaffil 
matters seem to have occurred. The Congress, elected in September, o(M* 
vened in October, when they were employed chiefly in' modifyhig the orfi* 
nanoe for regulatuig the militia, and in collecting and preparing the scan^ 
stock of munitions of war winch the country contained. At their rismg, tli» 
Congress, also, appointed a committee of safety from among themselves, 
who, in the vacation, continued the measures for the defence of the countiy. 
They called before them persons accused of disaffection to the American 
cause, fined, imprisoned, or held them to bail, as they deemed meet ; and 
where the accused was an officer of the government, they suspenflcd him 
from the exercise of his functions. But hrtvino- rof-pived several communica- 
tions from the continental Congress, rel itivo to raising of additional force 
for the general service, the establishment of a court of admiralty, and resni- 
lations for the continental troops, raised in the colonies, they summoned the 
provinci.'il Congress to meet at New Brunswick, on the thirty-first of Ja- 
nuarV't , - . » 

The procurement of arms and munitions wiis a labour of very great diffi- 
culty. Hie policy of the cc»itinent, in its anterior warfare wife the ministry, 
having prombited importation, the whole country was bare of these rndte- 
pensable agents of war; and to equip even one battalion, that of Colonel 

* Names of committee of safety — Hondrick Fisher, Samuel Tucker, Isaac Pearson, 
John Hart, Jonathan D Sr^rgeant, Azariah Dunham, Peter Schenk, Enos Kelsey, 
Joseph Borden, i leJerick i reclinghausen. and John Schurtnan. — Min. of Convention. 
This committee was chanered, by tne CongreBS holden in Trenton, in October. But I 
have nnt been able to find the minutes of the sessions of the provincial Coni^^rcs? of 
September and October, 1775. The proceedinfjs, then had, do not seem to have been 
considered important, since they were not printed, so i'ar as my researches have citt' 
bled ino to dicorer. The following are the names of the committee of safety ap- 
pointed in October; at least of such as attended tin session of January 10th, 1776; the 
proceedings of which have been published, viz. barauel Tucker, president, Hendrick 
Fisher, vice-president, Abraham Clark, Becrctarv, Azariah Dunham, Rolofib Vw- 
dyke, John Dennis, Augustine Stevemmi, John rope, John Hart, Joseph Hohnee. 

t See A])peTidix, note D D, for the muliei of the membeie .of fnbviiiBiftl Congnmf 
elected in September, 1775. 
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Maxwell, ordered to march to Canada, the provincial Congress was com- 
pelled to apply to the county committees, and to appeal to the patriotism of 

individuals. 

On tiie sixth ul' February, 1776, the Convention made a new appointment 
of delegates, to the continental Congress, for the current year, consisting of 
William Livingston, John de Hart, Richard Smith, John Cooper, and Jona- 
than Dickenson ^rgeant, whq, or any three , of them* were empowered to 
agree to aU mamret which such Congreas might deem neeeemirpf and 
in case of the adjournment of the continental Coogrefls^ to reprasent the pro* 
vince in any other such Congress as might assemble during their delegation. 
The thanks of the Convention were given to their late representatives* 

This Congress, like its predecessors, exercised the whole power of the 
state, assuming control over its funds, and directing its physical energies. A 
first measure was an endeavour to protect such points as they deemed most 
exposed to the forces from the British fleet ; which, under the supposition, 
tli;u New York was adequately defended, they believed to Ix; Perth Am- 
boy, and JSwedesborough on the Delaware. For this object tlie conti- 
nental Contrress was solicited to take into pay two battalions and two com- 
panies of artillery; but Congress were unable to do more than order the 
procurement of twelve pieces of small cannon, and to eniracc for the mainte- 
nance of two companies of artillery, vv lnch were raised by ihc province. An 
ordinance was passed modi lying the form of association^ and delaring, that, 
though it was not the design of the Congress to ofier violence to conscfencey 
yet it was highly neoemry, that all the inhabitants shouM associate^ so fiir as 
their religious principles would permit; and, therefore, directing, that all per- 
taoBi whose religious principles would not suffer them to bear arms, and to 
sign t^e general association, might sign it with the following proviso. *^ I 
agree to the above association, far as the same is consistent with my reli- 
gious principles.*' Ail persons refusing to sign this modified form, were 
to be disarmed, to give security for their peaceable conduct, and pay the 
expenses attending thereon. The township and county committees were 
chai^d with the exenition of tliis ordinance, and appeal by a party aggrieved 
was permitted from the townshi]>. to the county, cunimittee, and from the latter 
to the Congress. These cf iniaittees were also cni|)owt icd to confine any 
jKii&on, notvnthstandinot h\> offer of security, whose llreedom might prove 
dangerous to the commou cause. It wa.s further declared, that all such 
persons, between the ages of sixteen and fifty years, who should not attend, 
properly accoutred, and bear arms, on the tin^ appointed for the general 
muster of the militia, should pay ten shillings for each de&ult, to be reco- 
vered by warrant of distress. And in order to encourage enlisttnent into the 
service of the United Colonies, the Congress granted to the soldiers, exemption 
of person and coods from eaiecution for small debts, and to procure a sup- 
ply of nitre and common salt, they established a bounty on the manufacture 
of both articles. 

The impending invasion- of New York, filled that city with alarm, and 
many of its inhabitants actuated by various motives, disposed themselves in 
the neighbouring counties of New Jersey. So numerous was this emigration 
that the provincial Congress, doubting, whether it was caused by cowardice 
or cunnin-::^, passed an ordinance to repress it. — Providing, that "whereas, 
large numbers of people are daily removing from the neighbouring colonies 
into New Jersey, and it being unknown upon what principles such removals 
are occasioned, whetlier to seek an asylum from ministerial oppression, or 
the resentment of their iii jurc^d country, to whom they may have become ob- 
noxious, !t\ adhering to the present system of tyranny, now endeavouring to 
be executed in America j and it being inconsistent with the principles of per* 
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msy properly «ttacM to^ tlie caive of libeny, to dcseil 
9X « time their >asirtance may be absolutely neoeeBiunr for ila delieDce,u8ile« 
the support and mamteDance of their fiumlies may raalce such removal necea- 
eary — Thia Congresst tfaerefore, think it adviaable, that, althou^ the inha- 
hitants of this colony ought moet cheerfiilly, to receive into their protection, 
and aflbrd all the relief in their power, to all such as are helpless, and unable 
to defend themaeh^, yet they ought to prevent the desertion of pboea ii| 
immediate danger of attack from the enemy, by all who are proper to re- 
main for the defence thereof, and also to prevent persons inimical to t!^ 
liberties for which the United Stritos are contending, from taking refuge in 
this province — For reniedy whereof, they resolved, that all persons proper 
to bear arms, who had removed, or should remove mlo (he colony iVom any 
city or county of another province, in danger of being suddenly attacked, 
should immediately return to make that deience, becoming every good citi- 
zen, uiiiess they should produce permits from the cuiiuiuttee of the precinct, 
from whence they removed, to reside in this colony, or unless such r^deooe 
appeared neceasary for the support of the resident's family, or, he had no 
TwUe meana of aupport whence he came, and oould procure auch support 
hy hia ipduatiy in thia colony. And they further resolved, that all auafwcted 
peraona removing into the colony, ahould be immediately returned to Ihe 
place whence they came, unless their detention aa delinquenta ahould be 
pioper; or unless they •produced certificates from the committee of th^ 
precinct, from which they came, that they had aigned the association recom- 
mended by Con^reaa, and had not aubsequently contravened it**' The execu* 
tion of this ordmance was conaigned to the several county and lowaab^ 

COmmittppf?. 

Some irregularities having taken place in tho election of the existing Con- 
gress, this body resolved to dissolve itself, and lo direct the election of another, 
on the fourth Monday of May, following, and tlicnce annually; and repealing 
a former ordinance, they passed one, for that purpose, in w hich the right 
to vote was extended to all persons, wJiu having signed the general associa- 
tion, were of full age, had resided immediately preceding the election, for the 
apace of one year, in the colony, and ware worth fifty pounds in personal 
«atate. 

XXVII* Governor Franklin convened the Le^slature on the I6th of No- 
vember, 1775, that they might have an opportunity of tranaacting audi huai- 
ness as the public exigencies required* In hia opening addreaa h^ obaervedt 

Having lately said so much to you, concernjag the present unhappy situa- 
ti<m of public affairs, and the destructive meaauires which have been adopted 
in the coloniea under the pretence ci necessity; and aa I do not see, that tb^ 
urgino: any more arguments on that head has a chance of producing any 
good elTect, I shall not endanger the harmony of the present session by a 
further discussion of the subject." He proceeded, however, to inform them 
firom his instructions, "That his Majesty larnents to find his subjects m Ame- 
rica, so lost to their own true interests, as neither to accept the resolution of 
the House of Commons of the 20th of February, nor make it the basis of a 
negotiation, when, in all prcibability, it would have led to some plan of ac« 
commodation, and that, as they have preferred engaging in a rebellion, w hich 
menaces to overthrow the constitution, it beco^nes his Majesty^s duty, and i$ 
hie firm leaolutioft, that the lAoet vigoroua e^rtp ahould be made, both b v 
sea and land to redtioe hia reibellioua aubjecta to obedi^ice* But it ia hoped^ 
that uafiKvoorabki aa the prospeeta are at preaent, the time wiU come, whea 
men of aense, and firienda to peace and good order will aae the fatal conaa» 
queneea of the deluaions which have ledto the meaaures the people of Amerm 
M mvw {Kuaulngt and that we may yet aee the public t^quiUity miciptar 
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bllshedoD tbe grottnd of t]» teittis held out by his Majesty and tiie Paiin^ 

ment." 

"Although," he continued, "the King's officers in this province, have not, 
as yet, (except in oik or two instances,) met with any insults or improper 
treatment lium any ot the inhabitants; yet such has been the general infatua- 
tion and disorder of the times, that had I foiln\\ ( ;d the judgment and advice of 
some of my best friends, I siiould ere this, liave sought, (as others of the 
King's governors have done,) an asylum on board of one of his Majesty's 
ahqps. But, as I am conscious that 1 have the true interest and w ellare of 
the people at heart, ^though I am «o unhappy as todfifer widely in opinion 
with drar lepiesentanves with respect to the -best meam of serving them, hi 
ths fvesent crisis,) I shall <xiaitiiiue my confidence in that affection and 
gsid wltich I have ott so nutny occasions expedenoed ffom all raiiln 4unBg 
my fe^dence in this cdidny.'' 

'^Ihawe, indeed, the stronger inducendent to run this risk and 4o use my 
influence with the other crown officers to do the same, because our retreat 
would necessarily be attributed to either the (effect, or well grounded appre- 
hension of violence, and of course subject the colony to be more immediately 
considered as in nrtual relx^Hion, and be prodn^^tive of mischiefs, which it is 
my earnest inclin;iiH )n ajn] fcrniination to prevent, as far as may be in my 
power. I^t me, therefore, f^cntleinen, entreat you to exert your influence 
likewise with the people, that they may not by any action of theirs, give 
cause for briufring such calamities on the province?. No advantage can 
possibly res uk irom the seizing, confinement, or ill-treatment of officers, ade- 
quate to the certain damage sucli acts of violence must occasion the province 
tosQlfer» 

^ However, genflemen, if you should be of a different ofunion, lutd will not, 
er Cannot, asiswer fyr our all I ask is, that you would tell me so in 
such plain 'kud tapm language, as cannot be misunderstood. For as senti* 
MUs of independency aie^ by some men of present consequence, openly 
MTolved, and assays are alieady appesiring in the public papers, to ri^cuie 
the people's fear of that horrid measure, and remove their aversipn to repub* 
Htian government, it is high time»4iat every man should know, what he has 
to expect. If, as I hope, you have an abhorrence of such a design, you will 
do your country an essential service, by declaring it in so full and explicit 
terms, as may discourage the attempt. You may always rely nn findinpr me 
ready to co-operate with you in every proper expedient for promf>!iiig |)oace. 
Order, and good government; and T shall deem it a particular happiness to 
have an opportunity of being instrumental in saving this provmce from the 
present impending danger." 

XXVin. The prominent objects of this address, seem to have been to ob- 
tain from the Assembly, an assurance of personal safety, and a disavowal of 
ail intention to proclaim independence. And in these, the governor was 
successful. 'For the House replied, your excellency's safety, or that-of any 
d'the officers of government, we apprehend to be in no da,nger* We place our 
own sal^ in that protection which the laws of bur couhtfy and the execu- 
tive powers of government afford to all the Ring's subjects. It is the only 
asylum which we have to fly to, and we make no doubt that it will be, as it 
hitherto hath been, found fully equal to the purpose, both of securing your 
excellency and others. And we hope to find, that the officers of government 
will conduct themselves so' prudently, as not to invite any ill usage; and that 
they will not make any supposed * infatuation or disorder' of the times, r pre- 
tence to leave the province, and thereby endeavour to subject the inhabitants 
to any calamities." 

' ^ We know of no sentimenis of independency, that are, by men of any con- 
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sequence, openly avowed ; nor do we approve of any essays tending to cncou* 
rn^ such a measure. We have already expressed our deteniation of such 
opmions, and we have so frcqueiitly and fully declared our sentiments on 
tbifl subject, and particularly, in our petition to tli^ King, at the kust session 
of the Assembly, that we should have thoughL ourstlves, as at present we 
really deserve to be, exempt liuin all susj)i{-ioiis of this nature.'* 

The dread of independence secn^ to have seized, at this time, others than 
the governpr. Several petitions were presented from the freeholders of Bur* 
liiigtclli oouDty, praying the Howe to enter into sudr Molves aa might di»- 
ooiuage an independeDcy on Great Bntain. The petitiooen were isfUmnioiied 
before the House, and stated, tliat they had been induced to address il* 
**&om reports that some affected ind^pehdency***- Whereupon, it was fe- 
aK>lved» that reports of independency, in the apprehension of the House, are 
groundless : — ^That it be recommended to the delegates of the colony, to use 
their utmost endeavours f:>r obtainii^ a redress of grievances, and ibr restor* 
in^ the union between the colonies and Great Hritain, upon constitutional 
pnnciplcs; and that, the said delegates be directed not to ^:^ivp their assent, 
but utterly to reject ;iny propositions, if such should be madt , ih it may sepa« 
rate this colony from ilie mother country, or change the form ol" government 
thereof. The s[)irit of these resolutions differed widely from that which ani- 
mated the provincial Congress, which, in the succeeding February, instructed 
the delegates to agree to all measures which the continental Congress might 
deem necessary. 

XXIX. At this session the governor communicated to the Legislature, the 
royal ai)probati0n of an act, Sot issuing on loan, bills of credit to the amount 
of one hundred diousand pounds. For more than twelve years this had been 
a desirable ol]ject with the Assembly, who, as we have, elsewhere, observed, 
frequently passed bills for this purpose, which had hitherto been rejected by 
the crown ; but as if every concession to the wishes of the people, was a 
p;rant of property for which some consideration was due. Lord Dartmouth, 
m remitting the approval, informed the governor, " At the same time I am 
commanded by the King, to say to you, that it would have been more agreea- 
ble to his Majesty, it' the Assembly, instea^ of a general appropriation of the 
interest of the loan to the support of government in such manner as shall he 
directed by future acts, had thought fit to make a settlement, during the 
existence of that loan, upon the civil officers of tjovernment, of salaries more 
suitable to their respective^ offices than they ni)w i( reive; and to appropriate 
a specific proporti<jn of the said interest, to buildiag Ii uses for the resident) 
of the governor and the meeting of the Legislature, ol which you say there 
is a shameful want. Such an appropriation is no more than what they owe 
to the dignity of their own government, and his Majesty's just expectations; 
and, theiefore, it is his Majesty's pleasure, that you do require the Assembly, 
in his Majesty's name, to make such provision accordingly, trusting ttwt 
they vnll not make 49uch an ill return to his Majesty's grace and fitvour, in 
the confirmation of this lawt ss not to comply with so just and reasonahte a 
requisition." Thus, a measure was omoeded by all parties, having power over 
it, to be just and necessary, and yet, an individual, who, in all matters relating 
to the public weal, sliould have been deemed but an individual, inflated by the 
• worship of crowds, dared to talk of grace and favour in the performance of a 
simple and imperious duty. But thr* n^-o is passing away, when men will 
make themselves golden calves for worsliip, and when a feeble mortal shall 

" Assume the God, 
Affect to nod, 

And seem to shake the spheree." 

But the imae of the King wus no longer a spell iiuiHciently potent to open 
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the purses of the people, for a prescribed series of years, in favour of royal 
officers. The Assembly declared, *' that though they entertained the most 
grateful sense of the attention shown to the wishes of the colony, in tlie 
allowance of the loan act, and of his Majesty's gracious inclinations ^ive 
"every indulgence consistent with the true principles of commerce and the 
con.^iiuUion," and are sincei-ely disposed to grant his Majesty's requisitions ; 
yet, at this time, the House cannot consider it prudent, to go into any in- 
ciefuse of the saliuries of the officers of govenunent, nor do they apprehend 
that it will be beneficial for his government over us, to, settle th6m longer 
than the usual time; or expedient to erect buildings at present, better to ac- 
, commodate the branches of the Xiegisloture.^ 

On December 6thi 1T75, the House was prorogued by the goyemor until 
the third day of January, 1776, but it never le-aaaemblied; and thus termi- 
nated the provincial L^islatuie of New Jersey. 
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CHAPTER XU. 



Comprising Civil Events of the year 177G. — I. Stafep of the Public Opinion at the com- 
mencement of the year 1776— Gradual ffrowtli ef tke deeiro cr Independeaee.^ 
IL Beeolntion of Congress for the ettfltliihinemt ef ladepeadent Colonial G«- 
vernments. — III. Provincial Congress re-assembles — Proceeds to the Forma- 
tion of a Colonial Constitution. — IV. lieview of the Constitution. — V. Oath of 
Abjuration tod AUegianee Mtabllehed.— VI. Ttoiee— tiwi^ nolitM^VIl. Lbw 
relative to Treuon. — VIII. Imprisonment and Relegation of Goivenor Frank- 
lin.— IX. Measures adopted aguiMitiM ]Hnflbeted.-*JL Adopiiaa of the Deolir 
ration of independence. ^ 

I. For ipore than a year the whole country had been, not, only, in open 
rebellion against the Ring, biit its inhabitanis had actually made war upon 
their fellow subjects, who, unconscious of oppressioQ, had preseryed their 
loyalty. , Tet» during this poriodf the government^ of the Imted. Colonies, 
' respectively, were administered in the Kms^s pame, and the people, every 
where, professed ai!ection for lus person, and attachment to the parenf state. 
In the first Imlf of the year amongst the great mass of the people and 
man^ of their leaders, these sentiments were real. But the more daring and 
ambitious spirits had, not only foreseen that the continuance of political con- 
nexion was not much longer possible, but had, successfully, sought to in- 
spire the people with the desire of inde pendence. And, prokibly, there was 
not a profoundly reflecting man in revolted America, who did not, in the 
depths of his heart, believe, that the severance of the ties iK^tween the parent 
and daughters was, at no very distant period, inevitable; though many, 
from various causes, such as timidity, selfish policy, and influence of family 
relations, were disposed to postpone the event.* 

. But this inconsistent state of things could not continue, without the most 
odious and useless hypocrisy, nor without the greatest injury to the cause of 
the colonists. Whilst the expectation of a reunion was suffered to delude the 
nunds of men, a reluctance to pur^e those energetic measures which the 
crisis demanded) would paralyze tlva best efforts of the patriots who had 



public ojnnion, perhaps, no single agent, was more powerful, than a pampUet 
styled Commrai Sense, written by Thomas Paine; which, in a cleary perspi- 
cuous, and popular style, boldly pronounced a continued connexion with 
England unsafe, as well as impracticable; an<j successfully ridiculed her 

* In 17C8 the following language was holden in the American Whig^ a periodical 
paper, published in New York, edited by Mr. William Livinjrston, afterwards, goyer> 
nor of New Jersey;' and the article is nid to have been written by hira. — Sedgwiek*9 
Lafe of Livingston, p. 145. " Tiio day dawns in which the foundation of this mighty 
empire it to be laid, by the establishuiont of a repdar American Constitution. All that 
hu hitherto been done, seems io be little besides the collection of materials for the 
constmctioii of this glorious fabric. 'Tis time to put them together. The transfer of 
the European part of the great family is so swift, and our growth so vast, that j^fjj*]^ 
^ jeye n y fars roll over our heads, the iirst stone must be laid. Peace or war, famine or 
plenty, poverty or affiaence, in a word, no circumstance, whether pmsperomi or td- 
vefse, can happen to our parent, nay, no conduct of hers, whether wise or irapnident; 
no possible temper on her part, will put a stop to this building*** What an era is 
this to America! and how loud the call to viffiiance and activity ! As we conduct, 00 
wiU it ftie with ue and onr children." Notmthstandinff this prophecy and the spini 
which prompted it, and whicJi' filled the bosom of every leading man in every colony, 
Mr. Livingston was of those who beliovod, that the time for its fulfilment had Boi 
arrived, and that the declaration of independence, when made, was premature. 
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constitution, which had hitherto been deemed the masterpiece of political 
workmanship. This pamphlet was universally read, and among those who 
were ze;dous in the war, obtained, every where, friends to the measure of 
independc'iice. The belief became general, that a cordial reconciliation with 
Great Britam was impossible ; that, mutual confidence could never be re- 
fltored ; that, reciprocal jealousy, suspicion, and hate, would take place of 
that afi^tioQ^ indispensably neoeasary to a beneficial connexion ; that, the 
ooiDinerdal dependence of America upon Britam, was injurioua to th^ former, 
wlucii must derive incalculable benefit from fuU liberty to manufacture her 
raw material, and to export -products to the mark^ of the world; that 
further dependence upoii a nation or sovereign, distant three thousand miles, 
iffBorant and regardless of their interests, was intolerable in the present »• 
pidly increasing strength and power of the colonies; that the hazard in pro- 
longing the contest was as great as in the declaration of independence ,* and 
that, since the risk of every thing was unavoidable, the greatest good attaina* 
bic should be made, in coinmon justice and prudencxi, the reward of success. 
It was urged, also, with great force, that foreign aid could be more certainly 
obtained from the rivals of Great Britain, if they felt assured that mvh aid 
would tend to the permanent dismemberment of her empire. The bias 
given by all these forces was couhrmed among the people, on finding, that, 
they were declared to be in a state of rebellion: that liut i'^n mercenaries 
IWie employed to forge their chains ; that the tomahawk and scalping knile 
iwre engaged in the British service; and that their slaves were to be seduced 
ficm thdr maatm and armed agamst them* 

II* The measures of Congress durine this remarkable contest, took their 
oomplexkm fh»n the temper of the peoj^e. Their proceedings asainst those 
disaffected to thdr cause became more vigorous ; their language rmtive to the 
British government, less that of subordinate state»— general letters of marque^ 
and reprisal were granted, and the ports were opened to all nations not sub- 
ject to the British crown. At length, the great and important step of in do- 
pendenoe was in effect, though not in form, taken. On the 1 5th May, 1776, 
Congress declared, that his Britannic Majesty, with the lords and commons, 
had, by act of Parliament, oxcluded the unitc^f! colonies from the protection of 
the crown ; that, not only had their humble ix tition for redress and roroncilia- 
tion boon l eceived with disdain, but the whole kjrce of the kingdom, aided by 
foreign nKTcenaries, was al)out to be exerted for their destruction; that, there- 
fore, it was irreconcilable with reason and good conscience for the; colonists 
to take the oaths for supporting any government under the crown of Great 
Britain; and it was necessary that the exercise of every kind of authority 
under the crown should be suppressed, and that all the powers of government 
dioukL be exercised by ^ people of the cobnies for the proiervatian of inter- 
nil peace, virtue^ and good order, and the defence of their lives^ liberties, and 
properties, against ^ the hostile invasbns and cnid depredations of their ene> 
nies. And thsy resolved^ ^That it be re c o m mended to the respective Assem* 
blies and conventions of the united colonies, where no government sufficient 
to the exigencies of their afiairs has been faitheito established, to adopt such 
government as shall, in the opmions of the representatives of the people, best 
conduce to the happiness and safety of their constituents in pardcular, and 
America in general." 

This was virtually a declaration of inclrpenilcnrr'. It was such almost in 
terms. The renunciation of alloj^innce to the Tkitlsli crown, and the establish- 
ing of governments by the auiliority of the fioople, wen^ made, certainly, 
with no hope of reconciliation, nor desire of re-union with the parent state. 
When Massachusetts asked advice of Congress on the propriety of taking 
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up and exercisiag the powers of civil government,"* they recomnicnded such 
regiilatiLiiis, only, as wore indispensable, and those to be conformed as nearly 
as possibk' to tlie spirit of their charter, and to endure no longer than until a 
governor of his Majesty's appointment should consent to govern the colony 
according to tliat instrument. 1 his was in perfect accord with the profes- 
sions of the colonies of respect and attachment, and dependence on Great 
BiUaiii* But the lesolutkm now adopled spcke not of Kttitatbn to the poweis 
to be assumed by the people, oetther as to their nature nor duration. 

In seeking redress from British taxatioD, and denying to Fbrliament die 
fight for its unlimited' exercise, great unanimity had prevailed. The dd 
parties forgot their animosities, and united to oppose a commoii oppression* 
Whilst bound with the band of loyalty to the King, diis union appeared indis- 
soluble, but when aimed resistance became necessary, still more, after it had 
commenced, strong repulsive qualities discovered themselves in the mass. 
The Quakers, opposed to every form of war, and strongly aftachrr! to the 
parent state, and to their church, and iamily connexions thrmin, slirunk 
with dfv^p sensibility from the unnatural contest, and with horror i'roai perma- 
nent separation and independence. The rovnl officers, their dependents and 
connexions, embracing a large proportion oi' tiie wealthy and distinguished 
of the province, beheld in a change of government the loss of official emolu- 
ment and influence. The great body of tlie pcu})ie, however, led by enter- 
prising spirits, who were not only impatient of oppression, but wlio saw even 
in the vicissitudes of war the excitement they loved, and in independence 
successfully maintained, bright visions of glory and wealth, hailed with iap> 
ture theiecomnmdationof Congress to take the first iirevoodile step towaida 
political emancipation* 

For these parties names were borrowed from English politics. The de- 
^ votees of American freedom and independence assumed the title of vkig9f 
whilst they designated their opponents by that oitories. 

III. Tl» provincial Congress of New Jers^, elected on the fiMirthlifoDday 
in May, pursuant to the ordinance of the preoeding Congress, convened at 
BurliniTton on the 10th of June, 1776, and was organized by choosing 
Samuel Tucker, Esq. president, and William Patterson, Ksq. secretary. Before 
the 21st of that month, many petitions werf received Irom East Jersey, for 
and against the formation of a new government; and on the day last men- 
tioned, the convention resolved, that a government be formed for regulating 
the internal police of the colony, pursuant to the recommendation of the 
continental Congress, of the 15th of May, by a vote of 54, against three mem- 
ben. Messrs* Green, Cooper, Jonathan D. Sergeant, Lewis Ogden, Jona- 
than Ehner, Hughes, CoVenhoven, Symmes, Condict, and Dick, were 
appointed a oonunittee to prepare a constitation on the 24th of June, who 
iep<»ted a draught on the 2dth, which» after a very short and unperfeci oon- 
sideration, was confirmed on the 2d day of July. 

. At this time Congress, impelled by the tide of public opiniottf had gone ftr 
beyond their resolutions of the 16th of May ; and had, actually, resolved on 
declaring the colonies independent states, thereby severing forever, all politi- 
cal ties which had connected them with Great Britain* Yet, the convention 
of New Jersey was not disposed to abandon all hopes of accommodation ; 
providing in the last clause of their constitution, that if reconcilirition between 
her and the colonies shonld take place, and the latter be n'^nm taken under 
the protection and government of th(^ crown, the charter should bo null and 
void. This door of retreat was kept open by the fears of the presid^^nt of 
^ the convention, wiio, in a few months after, clanned the clemency of the 

* Juae^ 1776. 
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enemy, with whom this clause gave him an interest.* Other clauses of the * ' ^ 
constitution show also, that it was made Cov the colony. The laws were to .-i 
be enacted, and ail commissions, writs, and indictments, were to be in the }^ 
namcoi' thv colon ij. On the 16th ol" July, 177r», ihn |)rovincial Congress 
assumed the titl(^ of the "convention of the state of Ncvv Jersey." And after 
the decln ration of inde|)cndence, in practice, tlie cuiiimissions and writs ran in 
tlie name of the state, the indictments concluded against the peace of the 
state, and an act of Assembly of 20th September, 1777, substituted the word, 
tkUe, in all such cases for the word, colony. 

The coUiaion betweea the views of the eontmental Congress, and the New 
Jeney convendoii did not escape the reprobatioD of some of the members of 
the latter^ who moved to defer the printing of the constittttioii for a few days, 
that the last clause might be considered by a full House. The eflort, how* 
over, was negatived, when not more than balf the members were present. It 
must not henoe be inferred, that New Jersey was timid or backward in en- 
gaging in the contest* She had kept pace with the foremost, and her spirited 
conduct was the more meritori(uis, that it had less of the excitement of imme- 
(lifite interest, inasmtich, as she had yet felt no burthen, and was not irritated by 
the \'( xations of commercial restrictions. Slie had no ships, no foreign com- 
merce. Her instructions to her dele<j;ates in Congress, chosen on the 21st of 
June, empowered them to join in declaring the united colonies independent of 
Great Britain. The convention consisted of sixty-five memlK^rs, five from 
each of the thirteen counties, and on the 2d of July when the motion for re- 
considering the last clause was made, there were present only twenty-five 
members; of whom, Messrs. Camp, liardcnburg, Joseph Holmes, Mott, Sparks, 
Cooper, Qark, Elmer, Harris, Bowen, Learning, Shaver, Shinn, Tallman, 
Peommorey Shieve, and Gdvenhoven, voted in the negative. And Messrs* 
Ftelinghausen, Peterson, Mehelm, Josiah Holmes, Ellis, Sergeant, S3rmmes, 
ttid Dick, m the affirmative. Had the House been full on this vole, the adop- 
tioQ of the-constitution would have, probably, been delayed, and the character 
of an independent state, at once fearlessly assumed. 

IV. ThU instrument is styled in the proceedings of the convention, and 
within itself, a constitution. But it is not such, in tte present political sense of 
this word, in America. A constitution of government may now ]ye defined, a 
written expression of the will of the people of a state, establishin g: nnrl limiting 
unalterably, except by themselves, the political powers lliereiii en atod. Or 
it may be deemed a power of attorney irom riie people to their agents, speci- 
fying, distinctly, the powers assi^^ned to each-t The constitution and the 
government are trequ(Mitly confounded, and treated as synonymous ; whereas, 
they are essentially dilferent; the formt^r being the creator and the law of the 
latter. 'I la: ditlcrencc between them is not less, than that, between the whole 
power of the people, and that of their special delegates. Every country has 
a government, but few have a constitution* The government in England, is 
by king, lords, and commons, but that nation has no constitution; that is, 
no instrument restraining the political omnipotence of those agents. No act 
of theks can be compared with a designation of their powers, and be thereby 
corrected or annulled. But, whatever they may do, however oppressive and 
arbitrary, has necessarily the authority of law. A constitution may create 
any form of government — may give any quantum of power, less than the 
whole; for if it give the whole, it destroys itself. And such is the defect, 

" * Votes of Assembly, 1776. 

t It might be objected, tliat the convention which framed the constitution, exceeded 
fleir powers, or had, in fact, no j)o\vcr to touch tlic subject — that they mistook in gup* 
themselves the pmpf f , nnd that it is essential to the existence of a ronstitntion, 
e people should formally and expfemly pass upon it. But acquiescence must 
be deemed assent. 
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and such has been, pftrtially, the fate, of the constitution of New Jersey. The 
only restriction it contains, upon the acjf^nts to which it gave being, is found 
in the twenty-third article, requiring each laciiiber of Council and Assembly, 
to declare, upon oath or a&mation, that be will " not assent to any law, 
vote or proceeding, whicb shall appear to^lum injurbua to the public welfiue; 
nor UuU gkaU amaU or repeal ^at part of ike tMrd seetum €f ike ekesrter^ 
whiek etiMiikeSf tkaif tM eUcHons of meinbera,qf <Jle legmaiide CmmeU 
and Anembliff ditEU be ammU; nor thai part of the tv>€niff»§eeand eeetieOt 
reepeeting lie trial hy jury; nor that shaU annul, repeal or alter Ae 
eighieenth and nineteenth sections;-^ wM« li relate to the freedom of religious 
worship. This specifiGation of things, which the Legislature shall not alter, 
adlmits its power to change all others, and puts withm its eontrol, the whole 
form of the government, with the partition of its powers. 

The powers of government are commonly divided into the legislative, 
oxecurive and judicial branches; thou<^h the third is but a inodifieatitjn of the 
second, since the making and executing the laws, comprise the whole duty of 
every govermnent. Most of the constitutions of the States of North America, 
define the manner in which these branches shall be constituted, the powers 
they shall, respectively, exercise, and protect each against the other. But, 
by the constitution of New Jersey, the extxiutive, and judiciary powers, may 
be remodelled in any way. The office of governor may be vested in an in- 
dnridaal fbr life» or made heredHary^— 4he judges may be appointed §» 
months, for years, or for life-'their number increased or duninished, and 
their compensation vaxied, and the courts continued or abolished, at tfe 
pleasuxe of the Assembly— 4n a word» all the oxdmale branches aie depen- 
dent oui and at the mercy of, the legislative. Apd, with the very inconsi- 
deraUe restrictions already noticed, the- whole power of the people^ fi>r dl 
pmposes, is in the hands of their representatiTes; who are^ thus created 
universal and not special agents, and have no law but their own will. 

We have seen with what extraordinary haste this instrument was formed. 
Less than two days were employed by the committre in frnmincr, and less 
than six days by the convention, in considering and contirmmg, the gtn( rn- 
ment of the state. This w rnild be deemed extraordinary and unprotitable 
haste, at tiie present day, when political science is more generally under- 
stooJ, the several powers more orderly class iiifd, and models of tried con- 
stitutions abound. At that period, resort could be had to two ini Mlrls, only, 
of free government — those of England, and her colonies. In botii, the pow- 
ers of the state were divided between the king, or his representatives, and 
the representatives of the people. But most of the powers whieh had beea 
etzerened by the royal governors, were held by this oonventioii to have been 
taken from the people, and were, by it, resumed to their i^resentadves; 
doubtless, in the conviction, that, they w^ thereby restored to the people. 
The government of Great Britain was deemed too exceptionable to copy 
from; and its hereditary executive and hereditary branch of the liOgislatuiei 
were not congenial ¥dth the habits and wishes of the people. 

By the constitution of New Jersey, the legislative power is vested in an 
assembly and council, annually elected by, and from, the people. 

The council is composed of one representative from pnrh county. This 
allotment seems based upon no political principle. It has n-Lrai iJ, nt itlu r to 
extent of territoryi nor amount of population; but would seem to be, wholiyi 
arbitrary. * 

The minimum number of the Assembly, was fixed at thirty-nine. Three 
members were given to each county, with a like disregard of territorial 
extent and population. But the Legislature was empowered to duniiuiii 
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ths number or proportion of the representatives in the Assembly for any 

The quafificatioii fiir a member of the Legislature 1% that he should be 
fiir one whole year, belbre his election, an inhabitant and freeholder of the 
oouoty In which he ia chosen. — ^If for coundl, that he shoukl be wordi one 
thousand poonds. — If for the Assembly, live hundred pounds, in real or per* 

sonal estate. Neither mature age, nor citizenship, nor oath of allegiance^ 
are required from the law-giver of the land. But notwithstanding the con- 
stitution has thue defined the qualification of the n;presentative, the Legisla- 
ture, exercising the power which it unquestionably possesses, but which 

\vnu!(] not pertain to it, if the constitution wfip obligatory upon it, have de- 
clared, that no alien shmild hold otike; and that every oflirnr shall take a 
prescribed oath of allegiance. And it has, thus, by the rc(|iiisition of qualifi- 
cations not prescribed by the constitution, added to the instruuient. 

That the L LMsiaiure may be preserved as much as pos-sibk; from all sus- 
picion of corruption, no judge, shcritf, or other |)erson possessed of any post 
of profit, under the government, other than justices of the peace, may sit 
in the Assembly. But, on taking his seat, his office is vacated. This re- 
itnetion does not extend to the oooncil, ani was borrowed from the provin* 
eial laws* 

The eledois are required to be of foil age, worth fifty pounds, clear estate, 
aad to have resided within the county for twelve months previous to the 

election. This qualification ako, has been found in practice too broad; ad« 
mitting all inhabitants, bond and free, white or black, male or female, native 
oar fi>reign, citizen or alien; and the Legislature has again exercised its 
power, over the constitution, by limiting, more narrowly, the qualification of 
electors' ; declaring that no person shall vote in any gtate or county electtoni 
unless ho be a frc^^ ^vldte male citizen of the state. 

The property qualification required in the electors and ek^cted, is a ' 
striking, because the only aristocratic, feature in the; constitution. It is 
csopied from the law of the colony, aufl was introduced, probably, into the 
constitution, by proprietary influence, whi(di still prevailed in both sections 
of the province. But the people having since condemned the restriction, the 
legislature has removed it IVom the electors, by declaring, that, every person 
who shall, in other respects, be entitled to a vote, and who shall have paid a 
teK ibr the use of the county, or state, and whose name shall be enrolled on 
any duplicate list of the last state or county fax, shall be adjudged by the 
o&iem conducting the election, to be worth fifty pounds. In practice, the 
fn^penty qualification of the elected; is aknost wholly disregarded. Under 
the ro^ government, a fireehold estate was required in the voter. In the 
eonvention, an efibrt was made to give this franchise te all who paid taxes, 
and the qualification required by the constitution was probably a compositioii 
between the parties. 

The Assembly has power, under the constitution, to choose its officers — 
tojudirn of the qualification and election of its member'^ — to sit upon its own 
adjournments — pi-epare bills — and to cmppwer the sj)! ul.n- to convene the 
members when necessary. Like powers are given to the council ; ( xcept, 
that, it may not alter any money bill. In this restriction, we have a striking 
e\id( lice of the haste, and confusion of ideas, under which the constitution 
was framed. In the British government, the right to grant money is claimed, 
exclusively, by the commons, because the other branches of the Legislature 
aie presumed to have an interest, and to be subject to an influence, foreign to 
the msss of the people. The principle was adopted in the eolonies, and the 
right of firaming money bills reserved to the Assembly, (or the same cause 
the governor Sod council beuig creations of the crown. But the reason 
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omsmg, wholly, with the change of govevmnent, the rqle should have ceue^ 
also. The members of ootmcil» in thdr relation to the people^ difler in 
nothing from the memhers of the Assembly* They are not like the senators 
of the United States, ttic n presentatives of territorial divisions; iemoved in 
a degree from the people by the mode of their creation, and less responsible 
by the length of the term of office; but are annually elected, by the same 
electors, at the same time, and in practice, from the same class, as the mem- 
ben? from the lower House. By the letter of the constitution a distinction is 
made. More property is requisite to (jualily them for olTice. But this dis- 
tinction makes tliem safer guardians of the public purse, because it gives 
them a dee|)er interest in it. 

The Assi liibly and council havf' power to make the great seal : — They 
are re(j[uired to meet, separately, uii the second Tuesday next after liic lia^ 
of election ; and the consent of both Houses is ncccs4>ary to every law.— 
Seven form a quorum of the council ; and no -law can pass, unless there be 
a majority of all the represenfativee of each body, personally present, and 
aipreeing thereto. 

The council and Assembly, in jdnt meeting, are empowered to elect the 
governor, annually, by a majority of votes, at their fiist meeting after each 
annual dection ; to elect, in the same manner, the judges of the supreme and 
inferior courts, justices of the peace, clerks of courts, the attorney geneial, 
the secretary of state, the treasurer, and all general and field officers of 
militia* 

It is now a settled principle of political science, that, the legislative and 
executive powers of govM-nment ought not to be in the same hand:?. That 
government in which ihcy ai^ blended is a tyramiy in proportion to the 
extent of the amalgamation; because, responsibility for the execution of the 
laws is, proportionately, destroyed. Where the whok; of the legislative and 
' executive powers are vested in tlie same person or persons, the government 
is despotic ; and it may be the despotism of the one, or of the many. Every 
executive act may be a new volition of the legislative power, and the law 
may, nay, will be, changeable and uncert^; and ofttimes never proclaimed, 
never known, until its execution. In the classification of powers, that of 
appointing the expounders and the subordinate executors of the law^ is pro- 
perly assigned to the executive branch the government, oo<ordinaJte witbf 
ai^ independent of, the Legislature ; but the difficulty of producing a prompt 
and adequate responsibility, of the executive to the people, has, in practice, 
occasioned various restrictions on the exerdse of this power. When the Le* 
gislature appoints these officers, it assumes the functions of the executive. 
But experience would seem to teach us, that the danger of corrupt adminis- 
tration is equal, where the ministrative or judicial ofTicer depends, for the 
tenure of his office, upon the chief executive, or upon the legislative Assem- 
bly. The corruption most common, and most to Ik: dreaded, in popular 
governments, is subservience to party spirit. Thus, we daily sec olhcers de- 
pendent upon the will of a single headed executive, a council of appointment, 
or a legislative assembly, clianging their opinions, modelling their conduct, 
or losing their offices, with the mutations of party — following all its phases, 
or buried in the obscurity of forgetfulness. To preserve the Legislature, 
whose purity is indispensable to me public weal, from every temptation, tp 
act under any other influence, than tiiat of sound reason and discretion, it 
should have, neither the- power to appomt, nor remove, any other, than sucb 
ofiioers, as are necessary to the exerdse of its fimctions. It is, wisely, drject* 
ed, that the power of appointment should not be exercised by a body com- 
posed of several individuals ; because responsibility for its deeds ie diminished 
or destroyed, by comminution; and because consociated aasemUies, every 
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whore, take a latitude in morals, from which unprotected, unsupported indi- 
viduals, wniM shrink with dismay. If such jxiwer be vested in an indivi- 
dual, although he he not elevated above the temptation to abuse it, he not 
only legally res[)onsible for its improper exercise, but he stands constantly 
before the tribunal of public opinion, and may be instantly arraigned lor 
malversation in this, as in every other department of his oOice; and when 
the contiiiuaiice of the appointee in office, is independent of the will of the 
appointor, it would seem, that, the constitution, m Liiis particular, possesses all 
pntctical guarantees for honest administration. 

Bat the consdtation of New Jersey fests in the legislative power, to an 
alanEiing degree, all the powers of goremtnent. Thus, the incumbents of 
chief executive ofiices^ induding the judiciary, are not ofily dependent upon 
the Legislature, for their coininis8K»is» but . for the amoimt of their salaries, 
which is subject to enlargement, or diminution, at its pleasure* The places 
men, therefore, moved by ambition or avarice, whether governor^ judges, 
secretary, treasurer, clerks^ or chief officers of the army, are the creatures of 
the Assembly, not of the people ; receiving finom it, life and daily sustenance, 
and following it, as the sunflower does the sun, whatever be its course. 
Otficers netuated by such motives, are always attainable; and when the 
Legislature may be corruptly influenced, its power will be despotic in the 
direct or indirect exercis(J of all the functions of the ii;ovc-rnment. If the 
constitution wf^re, indeed, the supreme law of the land, unchangeable by the 
Legislature, it would present, in the prescribed tenure of office for some of 
theofiicers, a elieck upon legislative iiitluence. Thus, judges of the Supreme 
Court, hold their oilices for seven— judges of the inferior courts, justices of 
the peace, clerks of courts, the attorney-general, and secretary, for five 
years- But the Ijegislature may alter the eonstitution, in this, as in other 
psrticulars, and make the term of office in these cases annual, as in case of 
the governor and treasurer,; o^ at will, as in the case of the principal militiiC 
officers.* 

* The following is given, by Judge GriflitliH, us llio actual result, in Dm pttite, of 
Uu8 commiilgling of powers. We cannot oi our own knowledge, vouch ibr the truth 
of the picture, but it nas sufficient verisSinifitude. 

" One of tJi'e most threatening effects of the connexion of the legislative and ezeen- 
tive in the same body, is its apparent tendency to corrupt the Legislature. 

FiTst. By placing the power of filling the othces of government in the Lemsla- 
tore, and pennitting the enoice from tiiev own body, a temptation of the most &eet 
kind is onered to tneir Thtue: offices will be erected for no other purpose, but to 
'irntify ihn exyiectations or promote the priyate ends of popular and ambitioits leaden 
in Uie Assembly. ^ ' 

Second. But the most pernicious efifoot of Ihis ezecntiTe power in the Legislature, 
is seen in the intrigues and party purposes, which it promotes and cherishes in & body, 
that ought to bo free from every local and every interested consideration. 

''It is impracticable here to enter into a detail of facts, to prove, that the virtue of 
the Le^slature has been, and will be, consttintly assailed and OTorcome, by commit* 
ting to It the nomination and appointment of the exccutivo ofTiccrs. It shows itself in 
the very formation of the Legislature. No sooner does nn rlection for a legislative 
assembly and council approach, tiian the question is not, vviiu are the wisest and most 
distnterealed) and of most integrity; but who will best answer the views of partij, of 
private ambition, or personal resentment. In every county, there will be constantly 
a succession of people aspirirfr to appointments, civil or military: some desire to be 
judges, some justices, some majors, and some colonels; some have interests depend- 
ing ra the courts of law, and some perhaps have resentments against existing officers^ 
and would fain oust them from their s( ;it^: all these, and a thousand more passions, 
are set to work, parties are formed, and nominations to the Lenfiglaturc will bo direct- 
ed and supj>ortod, upon principles altogether beside those, which should form the 
Iwsis for a right election of legislative characters; the result must, of course, l>e un- 
favourable to the public irood. But this is not all; — not only arc elections rendered 
vicious, and the morab of t!ie penplc corrupted in those struggles tor personal advan- 
tages, but unhappily the candidates partake of the contamination They must promise 

2 A 
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Bv the. constitution the governor has Ihe bupreme executive power; is 
captaiti-i^tinorul of all the militia and other itiilitary force; is chsmceilor, and 
ordinjiry and surrogate-gen(?ral ; and as president of council, is judge of the 
court ol" appeals, in the last resort ; presides ui council, and has a casting 
vote in their proceedings. The council choose a vice-president, who acts as 
piesident, and governor, in Ihe absence of the governor; and any three 
members of the council* are at all. times a privy council, to advise the 
governor, in all cases where he may find it necessary to consult them. 

Whilst the proper powers of the executive are given to the Legialatun^ 
the governor is oppressed with various heterogeneous duties, which have been 
conferred upon him ; not because Ije is the proper organ for their exerciss^ 
but because th*' niembens of the convention were habituated to behold them 
lodged with the colonial governors; who QOgrossed them, that they might 
increase their emoluments. As chancellor, surrogate, and president of the 
court of appeals-, the governor is a h\[ih judicial officer, and as such, ^rivps 
decisions, which as an f^xecutive officer, he may be called upon fo { niorce. 
As the presidriit of council, he has a potential voice and intiuencc \n legisla- 
tion, and, thus, exercises, in a limited degree, to b(; sure, all the powers of 
government. Thus, in another of its branches, the government assumes 
the essence of tyranny. This combination of powers, might prove very 
dangerous, were not the governor so ephemerai in his existence, that he 
has not space, in his official life, to mature and effectuate a plot; and is 
wholly dependent upon the Iiegislature for his compensation, which, is, not 
unoommonly, a. principal mean of his subsistence. But, he is. not dBterred 
from making his powers subservient to the dominant party of the Legislatoie^ 

allegiaBee (o their psrty — yoo shall be a jadge, and y<m a justice— yoo a majiK', and 

you a colouol — you a dork, and yoxi a c omniissioner, I will solicit your c^uee in the 
court of errors, and will vote for your friend to fill a seat in the judiciary. Thus the 
executive authorities confided to an annual legislature, lay the foundation of corrup- 
tion at the thredtold of its eleolaon; instead of being elected with a national view, 
and for tlip pnrpose of forminrr fj-oneral laws, for the more equal and salutary g^ovfrTi 
meat of the peuple> the persuus there to represent the interests and gratii^.the de- 
sires of a few partisans in their different districts, upon the performance of woich will 
depend their reappointment at the ensuing election! , 

" When the !.f ijislature \^ formnd. and a joint meetirtrr aorreod upon, then begins d 
scene of intrigue, of canvassmy^ and iiuessc, which balUes all description, and is too 
notorious to require proof, and too disgusting for exhibition. Hio members of a 
county, in which an office is to be disposed oi, are beset by friends and partisans of 
the cnTidif1;it( ; their hopes and fears are excited, by all the nris which can be "Uf^- 
gested to luliuence tiieir choice ; from these, the attack extends itself, tiU it reaches 
everjr meaibar the Legislature ; and so strong and so general does the contest W 
come, by the difierent representations, having each parlicohur objects to attain, th«t 
one grand scene of canvass and barter ensues; a vote for one, is made the condition 
of voting for anotlier, without regaxd to qualifications ]| even laws which are to a£R»ct 
the pohhc interest, are made the price of these interested ebneeseions; and not oafre* 
4|iiently almost the whole sitting of the Legislature is spent in adjusting the preten- 
sions, and marshalling the strength of the respective candidates for office. To such 
a pitch has this ^own, that even the members of the Legislature complain ot it, as 
an intolerable em lliese contests again, lay the ^un&tion far new. parties and 
new resentments at the next election. To counteract the opposition which may be 
stirred up, al! the appointments will be made, with a view to strengthen the interest 
of the sitting members. New commissioas^ civil and nulitaryj judges and justices, 
general offieers, general staff and field oi&ers, will be made with a refefcnce to the 
state of parties in the county, instead of being dftdaled by quite a contrary spirit. 

" The result of all this, is seen and felt in every quarter. From hence proceed the 



and village ; and from hence arises thh iaatability of laws, the multipucation of tiiegi»> 
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and thus to submit himsdf to a corrupt influence. There is another point of 
v!*^w in which this commmgling of powers is prejudicial to the state. Jt de- 
mands qualities for their execution, which are so rarely found in the same 
individual, as to seem incompatible. The qualificniions Ibr a comnjaader- 
in-chief, ar<-^ not those of the legislator, much less those of the judge. 

It is not llie lault of the constitution of New Jersey, alone, to vest in the 
chief executive officer, a portion of. the legislative power. It is done by the 
constitution of the United States, and by manv of the states, with an ex- 
pediency, which daily experience renders less than doubtful. The feature 
is b(Mrf6wed from the English government, where its chief use is to preserve 
theprerogative of tbe King, against the enchMtchments of the people* 
^ The infeHor ^secutiye oflicen,' heside those abovenamed, who are cre- 
ated hy the oonstitutbn, are a sheriff, and one or more coroners, elected, 
annually, from each county; who are eligible three years, successively, hut 
after which, not again for three years; — uid a constable, and tidmmissioiiers 
of appeal, in case of taxation, also, annually elected in eafch township. 

But in no particular, is the imperfection of^this constitution more visible, 
than in its provisions relative to the judidaryk Neither the courts nor tbe 
number of judges which shall respectively constitute them, are determined 
by it. The power g;\yen to nppoint the judges of tlie Supreme Court, and 
of the infl » lor courts ot" C^ommon Pleas, of the several counties. These 
courts, and the chancery, were established by an ordinance of thf^ Kincr. re- 
copiised and confirmed by the acts of Assembly, and are coniuiued under 
the new constitution, by articles twelve and twenty-two ; declaring, that all 
the laws contained in Allinson's edition, and the common law of England, 
SjBd 80 much of the statute law, as had been theretofore practised, shall 
oontifioe in full force, untU altei^' by the Legislature; such parts only ex* 
c^ted, as were tncompatihie with the dmrter. If any di^renoe of opinion 
may exist, rdative .to the power of the Legislature over the constitutiony 
tbeie can be none^ as to their power over the laws; — consequently, they 
nay alter or abolish, all or either of the courts,' at thsxr pleasure;, and there- 
iere the constitution has made no provision for the permanence of the judi- 
ciary. The fixed term of office of the juices, sup))osing the constitution 
unalterable by the Legislature, becomes no protection to their independence, 
since the laws upon which the courts depend, may be repealed, and the 
commissions' of the judges fall with them. Of the manner in which the 
courts arc at present constituted, there ar*^ many seemingly well founded 
complaints, which it is no part of our provnicc to examine or to judge. But 
wc may remark, with rocrard to the Court of Chancery, that we cannot con- 
ceive, of a \v( i ric oi gamzation, than that, by which the highest law officer of 
the state, is not only subject to annual change, but is actually and repeatedly 
dianged from year to year. The judge has no induceinent to qualify him- 
self &r the duties of his place, since his labour will not be rewarded ; and 
the business of the court must be ignorantly, slovenly and sluggishly exe- 
cufeed, inasmodi, as more than one chancellor may frequently intervene be- 
tween the hearings of the same cause** 

* For the minner in which the system of the inferior courts works, we refer the 
reader to the fnllowinor rpm:irks of Judqrc Griffiths — observinfr tliat the judges of these 
courts are witiiout iimit afi lo number, have not a professional education, and receive 
no compemntiofi, tULyb aoine inconnderable bench roes. 

" TiCt any man go into a county court in New Jersey, and one hour's ob^orvation 
will satisfy him, that it is neither a place of common sense, nor of common justice. 
He will see disputes maintained witli great heat and prolixity, on questions which 
nono wnald hear debsted, bnt thoee who feel diiBculty in every thing, fVom their 
total ignorance of every thingi of a legal complexion; he will see tlio most prppo?; 
teions deciooof, after these prepofteious pleadings; he will see cause after cauee 
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The judges and other officers, chosen by the Assembly, are commi^iofied 
by the governor, anil may be i*oappointfMl .-it the end of their several termfs, 
and dismissed when adjudired guilty of misbehaviour, by the couucily on im- 

pcaclimciit of tlie Assembly. 

By nrtif'lc ninth, the governor and conncil, (seven whercol" shall he a 
quorum,) lunn the Court of Appeals, in the last resort, in all ca«?es at law, as 
theretofore; and liave power la grant pnrtiuni; to criminals, after condemna- 
tion. By statute, this court has also been made the CJourt of Appeals in 
equity cases. 

This feature is also copied from the eolohial government, in which, it 
was analogous, somewhat, to the judicial power of the House of Londs; 
with this important and extraordinary differeooe, that in England, the eacecu* 
tive, or the King, is not a 'member of the oourt; and the court there, is 
always aided by the great law officers of the state, tod guided by their col- 
lected wisdom and learning. Whilst in New Jersey, tl^ executive fenns a 
part^of the court, and the court consisting of members annually chosen, and 
perhaps annually changed, whose education and pursuits do not qualify 
themi to determine legal questions, sits to revisc^-^and perhaps, to leveise ds- 
cisions given under the l)est lip;hts of the Ifind.* 

The 18th and 19th articles of the constitution, which are exempted from 
the power of the Tiefrislature, j)rovide, that no person shall be dieprived of the 
privile<je of wor.shij)|)ing Almighty God, in a manner agreeable to the dic- 
tates of his own conscienof^, nor under any pretence, compelled t6 attend any 
place of worship contrary to his own faith and judgment, nor be obliged to 
pay tithes, taxes, or any other rates, for the purpose of building or repairing 
any church, or place of worship, or for the maintenance of any minister or 
ministry, contrary to what he believes to be right, or has ddibetately or 
voluntarily engaged himself to perform. 

**That there shall be no establishment of any one rdigious seot, in prefer- 
ence to another; and that no protegkud inhabitant shall be denial the enjoy* 
ment of any civil right, merely on accx)unt of his religious principles; but, 
that all persons profesising a belief in the faith of anp protestant sect, who 
shall demean themselves peaceably under the government, shall be capable 
of being elected into any office of profit or trust, or b^ng a member of either 

torn by piecemeal from their fonndntions ; the jtidjres perplexed or dismayed with 
every trifling occurrence, upon which a legal doubt arises; he will see the judges 
dividsd in opinion, loolcin^ round for help ; and finally, he will see the bnunesB of ttie 
session abandoned Avliorn it began, and put off upon frivolous pretexts to a more con- 
venient season; nnH wlion Ijn has soen this at one court, at ono term, he will have a 
verv accurate sample of tltp dignity and ability, wliich pervades the judiciary system 
of hie enlightened conntry. Tliose ^ho are beat acquaintod with the subject of this 
description, will allow that it is not exaggerated; they know that there is lilUe 
dicrnity, and less ability in most of the courts, to wliirh their professional pursuits rail 
them; tlicy knoWj it IS sometimes a subject of ridicuJcj and oflcncr of serious regret, 
that the judges, instead of knowing tlie la^s better than those who advocate tnsm, 
nre ircnorally Irrnorant of first princlplos, antl instead of directing business witli that 
manly confldenco. which is always the attendant of knowlodi"'^', uicy are led away by 
their dclbrcuco to profusaional eminence, perhaps by the iailacious sophistry of a con- 
pluding harangue. Far bo it fVom me to apply this indiseriminately ; them are ex- 
ceptions; ard still farthor it is from mo. to ])Iaco this jreneral defection in the jndi- 
ciary. to a depravity of personal character; quite the cnnfrnrv It would bo dirticidt 
to find more private integrity in any e«|ual number ol men ; bul no aualitios of the 
heart, cart cooipensato for the want of knowledge in any science; ana in that of the 
law, however paradoxical it may seem, mere i^odnees of heart is a dangeroos pro- 
pensity." — EumeneSy pp. 107, lOo. 

* Members of the bar are frequently oloctod to council. To thorn, of course, the 
foregoing remark is not applicable. An incroaso of business in thb court, would pro* 
hably render it nrri^ssaiy to haye the councillors all lawyersy as it is that the 
governor should be onq. 



Digitized by Google 



mSTOHY OF NEW JERSEY. 



189 



Inranch of the Legislature, and shall I'uUy and freely enjoy every privilege 

and immunity enjoyed by others, their fellow subjects." 

This last clause, much less liberal than w nn^ the Con<?essions of the pro- 
prit'tarics', stands: n monument of Biitisli hitolcraaco ; for it is modelled on the 
kwsof England, excluding Catholics from oilice; yot wiiilst in Great Britain 
this intolerance has ceased, it is continued here, and the Catholic christian, 
together with all who do not profess a belief in the faith of a Pn.ttestant sect, 
are excluded from full participation in civil rights. This restriction is lar 
behind the age, and calls loudly for removal; although, to the honour of the 
dtate, in no instance, has it been enforced. Yet, it is a ^oul blot on the polity 
of the country* 

By the article of the constitation, all criminals were admitted 1o the 
same privileges of witness and counsel, as the prosecutor; and by the 16th, 
the estate^ of persons destroying their own lives, and chattels occasioning, 
accidentally, the death of any one, arc declared not to be subject to forfeiture* 

We have thus given all the provisions of the existmg constitution, with a 
running comnoentary upon its leading features, in which the deficiency of 
the instrument, as a constitution, has been chiefly considered. Compared 
with what such an instrument should be, it has many faults of expediency, 
which have been frc^rnH^ntlv noticed bv eminent citizens of the state : some of 
which have been, and otliers may be, amended, by the Legislature. But as a 
constitution, the instrum(^nt is radically defective; first, tliat it is not obliga- 
tory upon the Legislature, but may be, a.s it has been, altered, by the power 
which makes the ordinary law; second, that it does not separate and define 
the powers of the several depaitments of the government; and tliird, that it 
has made every department subject to, and dependent upon, the Legislature. 
Consequently a despotic power lies in that body, which may be abused to 
party purposes, and to the subversion of polittcat liberty* That this power 
has been so abused, is not less certain, than tha$ every cause in action must 
produce its appropriate effect* That such abuses have not been intolerable, 
may be ascribed furst, to the want of opportunity of working extensive ovil ; 
for no great convulsion of the people has yet arisen, in which individuals 
could advance their interests, by the utter subversion of established principles, 
and drawing to themselves as members of the Assembly, the actual exercise 
of all political power; although a continued assumption of such power might, 
perhaps, be traced in the Lcgislntiir^', from the establishment of the state 
government: "LMly, To the restraining power of public opinion, enHghtencd 
by tliat pol iii* al science, which senrls more or less of its rays into every part 
of our cijuntry, and to which the annual election of the members of the Legis- 
lature makes them amenable. Rut, that the state is subject to all tlu^ cy'iis 
which may result from an unlimited auc] indefinite government, is as unques' 
liouable, as that the man who dwells beneath the impending avalanche, or on 
the slumbering volcano, is exposed to destruction from the fall of the one, or 
imiptioiL of the other. ThsA be has not already been overwhelmed, can be 
no protoctton against the next convulsion of nature. 

The transition from a provincial to an independent state, was made, with as 
little pain and confusion, at the moment, as a modification might now be 
eflected in an American state, where the sense of a majority of the people, 
forms the unresisted law. A simple resolution of the convention, " that the 
judges, justices of the peace, sheriff, coroners, and other inferior officers of 
the late government, proceed in the execution of the several offices under the 
authority of the people, until the intended Legislature, and the several officers 
of the new government should be settled and perfected, having respect to the 
present constitution, and the orders of the provincial Congresses; anrl (hat 
all suits of law should be continued, altering only the style and form thereof,** 
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was sufticient to continue witbout much embarrassment, the whole machinery 

of society. 

V. After the adoption of the constitution, the provincial Congress, pro- 
ceeded by an oriiuiancc, to carry it into effect, 'i he «econd section of the 
charter appointed the second Tuesday in August, for the election of the mem- 
bers of the Legislature, sherifis, and cdhmers. The ordiiiance aacertamed the 
places and maimer <)f eiecHon, and created a new quBlifioatloii the meift- 
bera of council and Assembly, and for the electoiB, which may beoofiflidefed 
the second violalton of the constitution just eatabliBhed; lequurin^, fimn the 
Tclier and member, respectively, an oath or affirmation, that he did not hM 
hunself bound to bear allegiance to George the Third, King of Great Britahi, 
and would not by any means, directly or indirectly, oppoae the measnres 
adopted by the colony, or the contumttal Congress, against the tyranny 
attempted to be established over the colonies by the Court of Great Britain^ 
but would bear tnie allegiance to the government established in the colony, 
under the authority of the people. The council and Assembly, when elected, 
were directed to meet, the first time, at Princ* ton. 

VI. The jx nod of the revolution lias been termed the ^^time for trying 
7nrn\s ,so!//.s ; ' and this was emphatically true, at the moment of declaring 
indi |) IK o. The unanimity with which resistance against the ni( asures 
of tiic parent state had been continued, was then broken. The timid, the 
interested, and the conscientious, were alike unwilhng to sever irreparably, 
the ties which connected them with her« The professions of loyalty and de» 
pendence, were sincerely made by a large majority of the provmeiidulB, and 
they were adhered to by many, with religioua tenacity, who truly believed 
that poUtica] happiness and salvation eadsted, only, in the British empire. The 
timid, and especially the timid rich, shrunk from the diagraoe and pains of 
treason— the placeman, and the expectant of place, who looked nfMin the 
rising sun, struggling amid clouds as a portentous, but evanescent, meteor, 
could not turn from the rays of meridian splendour, in which they had long 
lived or hoped to bask ; whilst others united with their fellow subjects of the 
European isles, by the tendercst charities of blood and afTinity, of tastes and 
business, cnnM not summon re-^olutinn to break cnnncxions, which were the 
great pleasures of their existence. The wonder, therclbre, is not that a gi-eat 
many valuable men preserved their loyalty and became distincruished as 
tones ; but, thai tlie declaration of independence had not more equally divided 
the t'ountry. But there was, also, a class of men of desperate character, 
opposed to American independence, who, conFidciiL in the strength and suc- 
cess of Great Britain, availed themselves of her protection to prey upon 
the country, and under pretence of loyalty and readiness to punish treesoa, 
to gratify tfa^ own malignant passions, their foul rev^ge^ and cupidiqr. 
Bands of these marauders soon haunted the forests and shores of the easteni 

* part of the states particularly of Monmouth, and the mountains of Monritf^and 
Sussex counties; breaking out from time to time, and doiiag far greater evil, 
lhan the regular inimical soldiery. New Yorit, one of the largest, richest, 
and most powerfiil of the royal colonies,' was the most divided on the question 
of independenoet The torjes, there protected by the English forces, were 
numerous, wealthy, and active; they had many friends, relatives, and de- 
pendents in East Jersey, over whom they exercised a dangerous influence. 
During the whole interval from the commencement of hostilities until the 
treaty of peace. New Jersey was a frontier state, and exposed to all the mise- 
ries of border warfare; at one time, the enemy lay upon her northern and 
soutiiern boundaries, and her losses in proportion to her wealth and popula- 
tion, were probably greater than those of any other state, save South Caro- 
lina. 
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Upon the arnval of the Britibli aroiy in 1776, the disaffected hi New York 
aad New Jersey, were embodied under officers selected from among them- 
sdw. Mr. Otiver Delancey, an iaflueirtial ofii<»r of the late government, 
in New York, was appointed brig94iier«geiieral, and empowered to raise 
three battalions, to consiat of filtoi hundred m&a* But, notwithstanding 
neat evartions on his part, his command did not exceed six hundred. Mr» 
Courtlandt Skinner, late attorney.general, and speaker of the Assembly 
of New jersey, his bfotfaer, the late treasurer, who had recently been ve- 
oeived in the council, and e?ery member of that family, adhered to the 
enemy. Cooirtlandt was, also, appouited a brigadier, and directed to raise 
t wo thousand five hundred.men, but he could rarely bring into the field more 
than five hundred. 

VII. With the assumption of indcjx^ndent sovereignty, came the duty of 
supporting it, by the denoiK intion of the pains and penalties of treason, 
against such as should attcni]jt its overilunw. An ordinance of the 18th of 
July, 1776, therefore, prescribed, that, ail ptjrsnns abiding within the state, 
deriving protection from its laws, owed allegiance to its government, and 
were members of its comuiumty ; and, that, sojourners receiving like pro- 
tection, owed like allegiance whilst within its limits; that all persons, so 
owing allegianoe, who should levy war against, and within, the state, or be 
adhmnt to the King of Great Britain, or others, the enemies of the state 
vithin the same, or to the enemies -of the United States of North America, 
giving them aid or comfort, should be adjudged guilty of high treason, and 
siifler the pains thereof (death) as by the aadi^at laws. This act transmitted 
tlie cases of dissected residents, en mas9e, to the ordinary tribunals. 

VIII. To those opposed to the risiog order of things, the loyalty of Go> 
vemor Franklin afforded countenance. The torrent of public opinion was 
too strong, for him to attempt to turn its course, iand he was compelled to 
stand by, an almost idle s-poctator, whilst it swept away all the powers and 
services which, lately, pertained to him; but which he was not disposed to 
abandon without an effort for their maintenance. Before the resolution to 
establish a n(;w governnient had Ixien formally adopt(^,d, by this state, the 
whole polUicai power had passed, by the voice of the people, to their dele- 
gates in Convention ; which became the government de facto; and the 
powers flowing from royal authority, were suspended by the exercise of 
those derived from the people. This> however, was a conclusion which the 
governor wto very unwilling to attam, and he resolved to determine whether 
It were indeed true, by atteaoopting to collect and set in action the component 
pnrfs of his Majesty's government. Could this be efiected, a powerful dK>rt 
might yet be made in the royal cause; and whatever might be the final 
result, disunion and distraction u& the proceedings of the state would be inevi- 
table. Of the thirty members of Assembly, seven, only, were members of 
the Convention; and the governor may, probably, have supposed, as some 
of the former body were distinguished royalists, that he might array one 
popular Assembly against another. He, therefore, by proclamation of the 
thirtieth of May, summoned the House, in the name of the King, to meet on 
the twentieth of Tune. The provincial Congress^ instantly, foresaw the mis- 
chief of this measure, and prepared to defeat it. On the fourth of the Inst 
month, they resolved, by n vote of thirty-eight to eleven, that the proclama- 
iiuu of William Franklin, late governor, ought not to be obeyed; and on the 
sixteenth, by a vote of thirty-five to ten, that, by such proclamation, he had 
acted in direct contempt, and violaiiun, of the rcsolve of the contmental Con- 

of the fifleenth of May ; had discovered himself to be an enemy to the 
liberties of the country; and that, measures should be immediately taken to 
wcuie his person And by a vote of forty-seven to three, they fiirther re- 
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solved, tiuit all j*aviiK'nLs ol' uioney, on account of salary, or othpFwise, to 
him, as governor, should thenceforUi cease; and that the treasurers of the 
prociticc slK>uld account for the moneyS) in their hands, to the jMroeincial 
Congress, or to the future Legislatuieof tlie ooionj. 

Iimnediniely upon tbe adaption of these resdutioDS) the Congress immit 
tfae/oIk>wiiig order to Colonel Nathaniel Heard, of the first battalion of ths 
Middlesex county militia* ^*The piovikieial Congress of New Jersey* is* 
posing great confidence in your seal and prudence, have thought fit toentnM 
to your care, the elceoution of the enclosed resolves. It is the desire of Caa- 
gress, that this necessary business, be conducted with all the ddkacy and 
tenderness which its nature can possibly admit* For this end you will find, 
among the papers, the form of a written parole, in which there is left a blank 
space for you to fill up, at the choice of Mr. Franklin, with the name of Prince- 
ton, BonlentoM n, or his own farm at Uancocus. When he shall liavo siirned 
the paroles tho Congress will rely upon his honour, for the faithlul |)erlbrm- 
ance of his engagements; but should he refuse to sign it, you are desired to 
put him under strong guard, and keep him in close custody, initil fivrther 
orders. Whatever expense! may i)e neoissary wiil Ix; clieerfully defrayed 
by the Congress. Wc refer to your discretion, what lucans lo u.^tj iur that 
purpose, and you have full power and authority to take to your aid, what- 
ever force you may require." 

On the seventeenth, Colonel Heard and Major Deare, waited on the govs0> 
nor at Amboy, and desired him to comply with the order of Congress, and 
sign the paiole* Upon his- refiisal, they surrounded his house mSk a gusupd 
of sixty men, and despatched an express to Ksport their prooeedUngs to^ and 
ask further instructions from, the Congiess; who ooimnaadedy that Bfi!. 
Franklin should be immediately brought to Burlington. 

In the mean time, Mr. Tucker addressed a letter to Mr. HanoodCy piesi^ 
dent of the continental Congress, in the following terms : " Sir, our colony 
has, of late, lxx>n alarmed with sundry attempts of disallerted persons, to 
create disturbances. The proclamation of Mr. Franklin, our late governor, 
for calling together the Assembly, is one of those we have thought deserving 
the most serious attention. Enclosed, wo have sent a copy of certfiin resolvesf 
wliich we liave thought necessary to pass on the occcision, together with a 
copy of our instructions to Colonel Heard. W'e, this minute, received, by 
express I'rom Colonel Heard, a letter, of which the enclosed is a co})y. We 
have ordered down to this place, Mr. Fi-anklin, under guard ; and now b^ 
leave to submit, to the consideration of the Congress, whether it wouhl not 
be ibr the general good of the United Colonies, that Franklin should be 
removed to some other colony. Congress wiU easOy conceive the reaeaoiis 
of this application, as Mr. Franklin, we presume, would be capable of doing 
less mischief in Connecticut or Pennsylvania, than in New Jersey* Wha^ 
ever advice Congress may think proper to give us, we shall be glad to re- 
ceive ; and would further intimate, that the countenance and approbation of 
- the continental Congress, would satisfy some persons who might, oCherwisB^ 
be disposed to blame us." 

President Hancock replied, transmitting the following resolution: "In 
Congress, June 19th, 1776^ — ^Kesolvcd, that it be reconmu^nded to the Con- 
vention of New Jersey, to proceed on the examinntion ot Mr. Franklin; and 
if, upon such examination, they shouUl l)e of opinion, that he should be con- 
fined, to report such opinion to this Congress, and then this Congress will 
direct the place of his ronliuenient; th(;y concurring in sentiment with the 
Convention of New Jersey, ilidL it would be impro|jer to confmo liim ui 
that colony." • 

On the twenty-first of June, Mr* Franklin was, accordingly, called before 
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the provincial council, to be examined, touching such parts of hts contiucl, 
as were deemed inimical to the liberties of America. JBe refused to answer 
all questions put tu iiini; denying the authority of this body, which he 
all^d had usurped the King's government in the province. Whereupon, 
the CoDgress resolved, that as by this and his former copduct, in many in- 
itaiioes, he appeared to be a viruknt enemy to this country, and a person 
who might prove dangerous, be should be confined in such place ana man- 
ner, as the honouiable conthuntal Congress should direct ; and that lieu- 
faumt-ooiond Bowes Read, should keep him under safe guard, until further 
order of the continental Congress. That order was received on ibe twenty* 
Mh of June, directing that the deposed governor should be sent, under guards 
to Govmor Trumbull, of Connecticut, who was desired to take his parole, 
and in case he refused to give it, to treat him agreeably to the resolutions of 
Congress, respecting prisoners. This request was immediately complied with. 
On his release, he sailed to Kngland, where he roooived a pension lor his 
losses.* 

IX. Towards the disaffected the conduct of the patriots was, at first, truly 
lenient. Those taken in arms were treated as prisoners of war; and no 
other proccodinfr was had against those not in arms, irom whom danger 
was apprehended, tiiun such as would prevent them Iroui committing tho 
misctuef they meditated. Congress had great confidence in the power of 
nssDB and gentle treatment, on the presumption, that the disaflfected were, 
gHiendly, tM misinfermed* Under this impression, resoltttions wm adopt- 
ed, second January, 1776, recommending to the sevml town^ip and county 
qomnHttees, and other friends d American liberty, to explain to the honest 
and misguided, the nature the controversy, and the many, but fruhlesB 
^rts which had been made to eflfect an accommodation ; but, at the same 
dnie^ to proceed with vigour, against active partizans firom whom danger 
might be apprehended, disarming them, keeping them in saie custody, or 
binding them with sufficient sureties to their good behaviour. Strong mea- 
surps werp not, liowpvf^r, immediately taken against them, in those parts of 
the ( (Hiiiti y wher*' th( v w re the most powerful. In Long and York islands, 
whnr General Lee had been stationed, principally, to counteract their ma- 
chinations, they maintained, even, alter the arrival of the commaudcr-m- 

* Govcrrinr Franklin was born nhont the year 1731 . Ho was a captain in tho French 
w&r, and served at Ticonderoga. Alter the peace of Faris he accompanied his father 
t» En^lmd. Ck^ng to SeotRmd he became acqaainted with the Earl of Bute, on 
^riiQW recommendatioD, to Lord Halifax, he was appointed governor of Haw Jen^, 
in 17f)3; from which time ho continued in office, until deposed in the manner above 
stated. Ue died in England, November 17th, 1613. aged eishty-two years. By hia 
firrt wife, a West Indiaii, he had a son, William Temple ranklin, who edited the 
wcnrksof hiagfa]»d&ther, anppresaing, as it ia said, at the instance uf the British go- 
vernment, some very important memoirs. Ho died at I ;iris. May 25th, 1823. Go- 
vernor Franklin ditfered, e!$i>enUally, in, temperament from bis illustrious father, pre- 
ferin^ ease to action, and gained a life of ingloriooa comfort, by the eacrifice of an 
eternity of fame. His own conduct and the reputation of his father, had made him 
respected in New Jersey, and had he joined the popular party, ho woiilf], probably, 
have attained high distinction among American patriotH. GoTernor 1 rarLkim, as well 
as Governors Bernard and Hutchinson, were Americans, and though sons of the soil, 
their devotion to the parent state, and the royal cause, was ri<rbt loyal ; and such was 
tho effect of the royal favour, on thoin, as to give us occasi )n to rejoice, that it had 
not been more bountifully dispensed among the patriots of 177b. To carry his points 
in England, Lord North was profusely beneficent. Ten peers, at once, were called 
up into tlie Enrrlisili Ilonso, and one day, the 22d or,Tr,lv, 1777, saw llm Irish peerajro 
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chief, a regular iiitcrc^jui'ee with Govcniui Tryon, and devised plans for co- 
operating with tlic ciiLuiy. When the contest assumed the form of active 
hostility, disaffection to the Americaa cause took a decided shape, aad ill 
united as a party ; still niimben followed with the hody of Ihek 
oountryineD, and were not distinguishable untfl the decianttion of iiidepe» 
deooe. That ineasuie efifoctually separated the niass. 

Where the previowi measures of the continental and local gorenMPeats 
had been gencarally and c ordially supported, the public mind was prepasai 
for lndepepdence> In New England, Virginia, and South Carolina, theat 
was scarce a cfissentknt voice. From New York to Maryland, iiiGhi8i«e» the 
people were more divided. In North Carolina an efficient majority was 
friendly, but there was a powerful minority, ready to seize tiie ttrst opfo^ 
tunity to manifest their hostility. Geortria was weak and disunitexl. 

In New York and New Jersey tlie British were received with open arms, 
by the disaffected, as their delis en iVom oppression. The loins were so 
numerous, that, as the army a(l\ anced into the cx>untry, the inilitia of the 
islands were embodied for their deleiice; and these sLaies allbrded corjis of 
regulars, equal to their quotas, in the American army. Upon taking pos- 
session of Long Island, Geneva! Howe assured his army, that ihey were 
among firiends, and prohibited* under the sevoreet paaaitiest every species of 
violmce.* Ae he advanoedto the White Plains, the state ConvoitioD eolev* 
tained iears of a dangerous insurrectiom and soo m od apprehensive of aa 
attempt to punish the disaffected, though actually engaged in enUsting men 
Ibr the Bntish service. Much dread was felt, that they wouid seiae the im- 
portant passes of the highlands; and it was thought dangefaus to march the 
militia from some of uio neighbourmg counties for tS&x protecttoiif lot 
their absenco should onrHjurage the loyalists to assemble in arms. 

On entering the Jerseys, Lord Gornwallirs gave orders similar io iliose of 
General Howe, on Long Island. The pro( lain iiion, oiiermg protection to 
thase who would come in and take the oaths of nllegiance, within sixty 
days, also, contained assuiaiices, that the obnoxious laws, which had occa- 
sioned the war, would be revised. The elfect of these measures, ^-ith the 
military success of the enemy, was to extinguish, nearly, the spirit of re- 
sistance. A few militia, only, were in arms, under General WiUiamsoa; 
whose indisposition, oompelling him to leave the service^ they were a^ie^ 
wards commanded b^ Ueneral Dickenson; but the great body of As 
country was either with the enemy, oir had too little zeal for the cause, fo 
hazard their lives and fortunes m its support. When urged to talra up amiBi 
they answered, " that General Howe promised them peaooi libei^» aai 
safety, and more they could not require. 

The articles of association of 1775, may be deemed the entering wedge of 
division, between the parties in New Jersey, as in other parts of America* 
Those who refused to sign, or having signed, disolieyed, their requisitions, 
were held enemies to tlieir country, and as such, were not only denounced 
by the county and township committees, but were fined and imprisoned, as 
well by the order of such committ(ie.^, as hy that of the provincial Conven- 
tions and rommittees of sal'ety. Notwithstanding these measures, counter 
associations were attempted, resolving to pay no tax levied by order of the 
provincial Congress, nor to purchase any goods distrained for such taxes, or 
tor non-attendance at militia musters. These, and like demonstrations of 
hostility, induced the committee of safety of the province, cm the fifteenth of 
January, 1T76, earnestly to recommend to the several coun^|r and town coifr 
mittees, the execution of the xesolvo of the continental Uoogieas, of tfas 

* For violalioa of thsio ovdon some soldisfs won eoadomuMl eni szeeatsd. 
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second of thnt month, n x ommcnding due moderation and pradenco, and re- 
questing all oriicers ol' militia to lend rheir assistance. Under tliis r^olu- 
tion several persjns, from ditferent parls oi the state, were brought before the 
oomniittce ol* sajty, and the provincial Congress, wlucli sat from the thirty- 
fint of January to the second of March, 1776. Most of the prisoners con- 
iened their ftolts, craved pardon, and were Either dismisBed unscathed, or 
ntbjeeted to a small peeuniaTy mulct, and to give flecurity, in varioiis sumsy 
ftr iiiture good conduct* But with the progress toward independence, the 
■naber of the disafectedi incieasuig rapidly, gave much employment to Ae 

Ccial Cbngiesst which assembled on the t^th of June; and which 
I the state constitution ; and their piooeedrngs assumed a greater de« 
giee of severity. Afemonaist from several counties, complaining of the hos- 
tile intentions and proceedings of the disaffected, particularly, in Monmouth, 
Hunterdon, Bergen, and Sussex, called forth a reiteration of pre^nous in- 
structions to thp county committees, and formal summons to the inculpated, 
to appear he[; )r( ' the Convention. On the twenty-sixtli of Jiine, that body 
havuig mttlliL^curo, that there wei-e several insurgents in the county of Mon- 
mouth, who took every measure in their power to contravene the regulations 
of Congress, and to oppose ilie cause of American freedom, and that it was 
highly necessary, that an immediate chec^k should be given to so daring a 
spirit of disatfection, resolved, that Colonel Charles Read should take to his 
iud, two companies of the militia of the county of Burlington, and proceed, 
wthont delay, to the oounty of- M<mmoiith, to apprehend such insurgents as 
wsto designated to him by tiie president of the Convention. Authentic 
information waa,'at the same thne^ received, that other disaffected persons 
ift the county of Hunterdon had.confedmited for the purpose of opposing the 
messures of Congress, and had even proceeded to acts of open and daring 
violence ; having plundered the house of a Captain Jones, beaten, wounded, 
and otherwise abused the friends of freedom in the oounty, and publicly de- 
clared, that they would take up arms in behalf of the King of Great Britain. 
In order, enbctuallv, to check a combination so hostile and dangerous, Lieu- 
tenant-coionel Abraham Ten Riek and Major Berry were directed, with the 
militia of the counties of Hunterdon uid ^Somerset, to apprehend these insur- 
jfents. On the hrst of July the provincial Congress resolved, liiat tlie seve- 
ral colonels of the counties, should, without delay, proceed Lo disarm all per- 
sons within their district, who, Iroui religious principles, or other causes, re- 
vised to bear arms. Two days after the last, an additional order was given 
to Colonel Charles Read,' Ijieulenant*edonel ' Samuel Poiman, and Major 
Joseph Ibight, with two hundred miUtia of Burlington, and two hundred 
of Monmouth county, to proceed, without delay, to quell an insurrection 
in Monmouth, and to disarm and talce prisoners, whomsoever they should 
find assembled, with intent to oppose the friends of American freedom ; and 
to take such measures .as they should think necessary for. this service. On 
the fourdi of July, Congress resolved, that as divers persons, in the county 
of Monmouth, who had embodied themselves, in opposition to its mea- 
sures, had expressed their willingness to return to their duty, upon as- 
surances of pardon, nlleging, that they have Ix'cn seduced and misli d, by 
the false and malicious reports of otiiers ; such persons as should, without 
delay, return peaceably to their homes, and conform to the orders of Con- 
gress, should be treated with lenity and indulgence, and upon their good 
behaviour, be restored to the favour of their country ; providing, that such 
as appeared to have Ix^en the leaders and principals in these disorders, and 
who, to their other guilt, had added that of seducing the weak and the un- 
vanr, should yet be treated, according to their demnits. 
Under these and like lesolutionfl many persons, among whom wm aeve- 
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ral of large properly and great respectability, were brought before Congien* 
Some were imprisoiied, some fined, and otheni suflfered to go «t Lurge upoft 
dieir paiole; oUiefs were oompeUed to enlBr into recognizsooe with seoon^t 
conditioned Sat ^keir good behanumrf and othera were relegated (o wn 
plaoes within the province, as (he CongreBa auppoaed could give, thesi the 
least opportunity cSfevil.* 

When the state government was organized, under the eonatitiitioay the 
Legislature enacted a law of like tenor, with the ordioaiioeof the convention, 
against treason; — and iiirtber declarady that any one owing allegiance to the 
state, who should by speech, writing, or open deed, maintain the authority of 
the King and Parliament of Great Britain, should be subject, by the first of* 
fence, to fine, not exceeding thn^e himdn-d pounds, and imprisonment, not 
exceeding one year; and fri [ho second, to the pillory, and the like im- 
prisonment; — ^that reviluig, or speaking cx)ntemptuously of the government 
of the state, of the Congress, or United States of America, or of the 
measures adopted by the O^ngress, or by the Legislature of the state, or 
nialiciuusly doing any diing whatever, wliich would encourage disaffoction, 
or manifestly tend to raise tumults and disordm in the state; or spreading 
auch false rumomai concerning the American- finces, or the fixoes of the 
enemy, as would tend to alienate the aflMcns of tke people ^fota the gorni* 
ment, or to terrify or discourage the good subjects this stated or to dispoK 
them to &vour the pretensicns of tin enemy , should, also, bo pmushahle m 
the same manner* By the same act» two justices of the peace were empow- 
ered to convene l^jummons or warrant, any penon, whom they should 
suspect to be dangerous or disafl^ted to the gDvenmenl; and oompei hin 
to take the oath of abjuration, and of allegiance, under penalty of being 
bound with sufficient sureties to his good behaviour, or imprisoned \m\j\ the 
meeting of tlie Quarter Sessions; when, upon retusai, he mii^dn Ix^ lined or 
imprisoned, at discretion of the court. This act drew the cords around tiie 
discontented much more closely, than they had liitherto been. But it hf^fiiff* 
necessary to strain them still ligliter. 

An act of June 5th, 1777, declaring, that divers of the subjecti^ of the 
state, having, by the arts of subtile emissari^ from the enemy, hocn seduced 
from their allegiance, and prevailed upon by delusive promises, to leave their 
fiumlies and fiifinds, and join the aimy of the King of Gieat Britam^attd bad 
since becoooe sensible of their error^ and desiious of returning to their diify;- 
that many of such fugitives and others, who had been guilty of treasooabb 
practices against the state, secreted themsdres to escape the punidmnoBt ef 
their crime»-«and that, in compassioD to their unhappy sitaatioD« the Leg^ 

give a very long list of ntmet of diesfltetdd penom; but we refr&m 
fbr ▼acy obvknM reuoiui. Persons who are curious to revive the remembrance of 

the^e srenesi, may have recourse to tho journals of the convention, and the columns 
of the newspapers of the period^ where they may find many a name which has since 
been distingaiahed for good aerviee to the state. We may, however, make ^e follow- 
ing extract from the ttinnteeof the Congress.— " The petition from eundry lad tee, 
from Perth Amboy, was read the second time, and ordered, that a copv of the Ibllo^r- 
ing letter, addreaeed to Mrs. Franklin, one of the subscribers, be signed by the preu- 
dmt and aecretaiy-^ Madam : I am ordered, hy Congress, to acquaint you, and 
through yon, the other ladies of Amboy, that their petition, in favour of Dr. John 

L , has been received and con^idrrcd. Could any appHontion have promi^od a 

greater indulgence to Dr. L ~ you may be asBorea yours could not have failed of 
■neeeaa. Bu^ unhappily, madam, we aio plaeed m aueh a altnalioa, that, moHvea ef 
commiseration to individuals, must eive place to the safety of the puhSe» As Dr. 
L— — . tliorpfoff", has fallen under tn© suspicion of our generals, wc nro under the 
necessity of abiding by the steps which we have taken;' clc. Tho doctor was trani- 
ftiisd to Moifirtowi^ on hii paiob, not to depart tfaento, SMTS tfaaa s^ 
leave of CaBfreai." 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF NEW JERSEY. 



197 



lature was fksirous that no means shovild lye left unemployed, to prevent the 
effusion of biood, and to give those an opportunity of returning to their alle- 
giance, who should testily their desire to be restored to the inestimable rights 
ol'lreemen. To this end the act provided, That, such offender, on or before the 
fiist of August, then next ensuing, might appear b(?(brc a judge or justice of 
tbe peace, and take the oaths to the state; and should, thereupon, be pardoned 
h» afoce, and restored tathe privileges of a dlizen^ That, if ho were so fiur 
loA to every sense of duty to lus country, lua iamUy, and Ms posterity, as to 
dsdioe the demency so profibred, his pofsonal iestate should be forfeited to 
the state; and all alienations thmof^ and of his real estate, subsequent to 
tbe act, were declared- void ; That commissioners should be appointed in the 
iwpective counties, to make inventories of such personal estate, to dispose of 
perishable parts, or where in danger of falling into the hands of the enemy, 
of the whole ; to keep the proceeds for the owner claiming the benefit of the 
net, but paying the same to the treasurer fl)r the use of the state, in case of 
the non-claim ol lho proprietor within the prescribed time. 

This act was followed by another of 18th April, 1778, directinir the com- 
missioners of the several counties to make return to a justice of the peace, of 
the name and late place of abode of each person whose personal estate they 
should seize, and to obtain from the justice a preempt for summoning a 
jury of freeholders, to inquire whether lie had, since the date of the act 
against treason, (4th October, 1776,) and before the 5th Juno, 1777, joined 
the amy i^ die King of Great Britain, or odierwise ofiMed against his al- 
legiance to the state. The jury finding against the accused, their inqm* 
aitica was xetiinied fertile justice, to the next co^ wliere 
it m^ht be Ir a v ega ea, eithar at the return^ or tiie suooeeding, term, by the 
party, on entering into reepgni6fince» to i^oseoute with emSu But in de» 
fault, judgment of forfeitures was rendered, and the commissioners empower- 
ed to sell tdl the personal estate of the fugitive, and to take pos^mion of all 
his books of account, bonds, mortgages, &c., in whose hands soerer tfaey 
might be; and to collect all debts due to him. Similar provision!^ were made, 
relative to persons committing like oifenccs, siib^ir qncnt to the act of pardon, 
of the 5th of June, 1777. Thn commissioners w ore, also, empowered to take 
into their possession and management, all the real estate of the offender, and 
lease the same for a term not exceeding a year, and to hold possession of 
such estate, before inquisition found, when it had been abandoned by the 
owner. Tenants in possession, were required to attorn to the commissioners. 
All sales of real or personal estate, by any person, against whom inquisition 
was found, made after the ofl^oe oonnnitted, were declared Toid* 

This severity was carried still further by tiie act of December 11th, 1778, 
directing, that all. the real estate of o^deis at the time of the oflbioe, or 
thereafter, acquired, in fee or otherwise^ against whom inquisitioii and jiklg* 
mmt bad be^, or should be, rendered, should be for^ted to state; 
and that, every person, whether an 'inhabitant of this state, or of any other 
of the United States, seized or possessed of real or personal estate, who 
had, since the 19^^ day of Aprils 1775, (the day of the battle of Lexington) 
and before the day of October^ 1776, aided and assisted the enemies of 
the state, or of tbe Unitrd States, by joining thr ir arrnias within the state, or 
elsewhere, or had vohiiiLanlv rronc to, taken refuge or continued with, or en- 
deavoured to continue vvitli, the enemy, and aid them by council or otherwise, 
and who had not since returned and become a subject in allegiance to the 
present government, by taking the prescribed oatiis or affirmations when re- 
quired, to be guilty of hifrh trrason, and on inquisition and jude:ment, his 
whole estate, real and personal, was forfeited to the sIslIq j but mdi proceed- 
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ings afiectcfl tlie tytate only, not the person of the olieiider. The rml estates 
so forfeited were sold, and title made therefor, by the commissioners, and 
no error in the proceedings affected the purchaser, nor did pardon relieve the 
forfeiture. The forfeited estates were held liable for the debts of the ofiender, 
and some fffoits^ unsiu^owiul we believe, were made, toTeader them respon- 
sible for Budi damages as the fonner owners might Gommit in their predolDry 
excursioBs* 

The same act'dedaied, every inhahitant of the stole who had joined die 

enemy by taking refuge among them, or affording them aid by counsel or 
otherwise, and wlio shoaid be convicted of high treason, or otherwise forfeit 
his estate, pnrsuaiDt to the act, or should be duly convicted of treaeon, felony, 
<»r misd^eanour, for going to, taking refoge with, or afibrding any aid and 

assistance to the enemy, incapable of holding any office of trust or profit, or 
of exercising the elective franchise, and deprived all persons within the state 
who had F^iifferod fine or imprisonment for refusing to testify their allegiance, 
by taking the oat lis, ui tlie capacity to exercise any military office. 

Under these acts, a large mass of property was ))ri)iigiit mto the market 
and sold for the benefit of the statt;, and also of niuiiy of the commissioners. 
In 1781, the market was prubaijly glutted, and property was very greatly 
sacrificed; when ilio act of June 26th, declaring, that the continuance of 
die sales might prove injurious to the interests of the state, directed their 
siispeosicMi until forther eider, and the authority- of the oommissioiierB is 
oease» Another act of 1781, (30th December,) substituted a single agoit, ia 
the respective counties, forthecoroniissionim; and the act ckT Beoemb^ l<itb» 
1788, directed such ag^ts to proceed in the sale ot such estates, and to le* 
oeive in payment any oUigation of the state. Subsequently, various provi- 
sions were made for satisfying the claims of the creditors of the offends 

During the greater part of the war, the tory refugees from New Jersey 
were embodied on Staten, Long, and York islands; and when the British 
were in force in the state, they collected on the eastern and south-easteni 
border, and nccn??ionaHy appeared in other districts. Their hostility was 
more malignant than that of the British soldiery, and bemg commonly 
directed by revenge, was more brutally practised, and more keenly fell. 
Intnnately acquainted with the country, they could more suddenly enter it, 
strike a barbiireus stroke and retreat. This spirit was encountered by one 
almost as fierce and ruthless, in which, however, there was the redeeming 
quality of patriotism. Many a tale of the romantic daring of the invaders, 
fund of the foarlesB devotion of the defonders, is yet told, along the eastern 
shcMres, and amid the cedar swamps, and pine forests of the state* 

The enterprise of the refogee royidists was frequency directed against the 
persons of the distinguished patriots of the state. Among their first suoceaS' 
ful attempts, was that on Mr. Richard Stockton. On the entrance tbe 
British army into New Jersey, ailer the capture of Fort Washington, that 
gentleman withdrew from Congress in order to protect his &mily and pro- 
perty, at his seat near Princeton. He removed his wife and younger children 
into the emmty of Monmouth, about thirty miles from the supposed route of 
the British army. On the 80th of November, he was, together with his friend 
and compatriot John Covenhoven, at whose house he resided, dragged from his 
bed by night, stripped and plundered and carried by the way of Amboy to 
New York. At Amboy he was exposed to severe cold weather in the common 
jail, which, together with subsequent barbarity in New York, hud the founda- 
tion of disease, that terminated his existence in 1781. His release was 
probably procured by the interference of Congress, in January. 

We cannot more fully, nor more truly justify the measures of severity 
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adopted against the disatiected, than by the fuliowing extract Irom the speech 
of Governor Livingston, to the Assembly, on tlie 29th of May, 177ti. 

" I have fui Lher to lay before you, gentlemen, a resolution of CJongress of 
the of April, recommending it to the Legislatures of the several states, 
to pass laws, or to tha exeinitiTe authority of eadi state, if invested with suffi- 
dfiDt power, to issue prodamations oflering pardon, with such exceptions and 
under such Umitatuuis and restrictioiis as fiiey shall think espedieat, to such 
of their inhahitants or subjects as have levied war against any of these states* 
or adhered to, aided or abetted the enemy, and shall surrender themselves 
to any civil or military officer of any of these states, and shall return to the 
state to which they may belong, before the tenth day of June, next; and 
recommending it to the good and fiuthftil citizens of these states, to .receive 
such returning penitents with compassion and mercy, and foigive and bury 
in oblivion their past failings and transgressions. 

"Though I think it my duty to submit this resolution to your serious con- 
sideration, because it is recommended by Congress, 1 do not think it my 
duty to recommend it to your approbation, because it api cars to me both 
unequal and inipolitic. It may, consistently, with the proluuiidest veneration 
for that august Assembly, be presumed, tliat they are less acquainted with 
the particular circumstances and internal police of some of the slates, than 
those who have had more favourable opportunities for that purpose. There 
seems, it is true, tomething so noble and nuigoanimous in proclaiming an 
unmerited amnesty to a number of disappoint^ criminals, submitting them- 
selves to the mercy of their ooimtry; and there is in reality someSiing so 
divine and christian in the forgiveness of injuries, that it may appear rather 
invidious to oifer any thing in obstruction of the intended clemency. But as 
to the benevolent religion to which wo arc under the highest obligations to 
conform our conduct, though it tbrbids at all times and in all cases the indul- 
gence of personal hatred and malevolence, it prohibits not any treatment of 
national nnemies or mumci|)al otienders, necessary to self preservation, and 
the general weal of society. And as to humanity, 1 could never persuade 
myself that it consisted in such lenity towards our adversaries, either British 
or domestic, as was evidently ])roductive of tenfold barbarity on their part, 
when such barbarity would probably have been prevented by our retaliating 
upon them the first perpetration; and coni5€([uently our apparent inhumanity 
in particular instances, has certamly been humane in the final result. Alas, 
how many lives had hem saved, and what a scene of inexpressible misery 
prevented, -had ve fiom the beginning treated our bosom traitors with proper 
severity, and mflictad the law of retaliation upon an enemy, too savage to 
be.humanized by any other argument. As hdh political pardon and punish- 
ment ought to be regulated by political considerations, and must derive thdr 
expedience or impropriety from their salutary or pernicious influmce upon 
the community, I cannot conceive what advantages are proposed by inviting 
to the embniees of their coimti'y, a set of beings from which any country, I 
should imagine, would esteem it a capital part of its felicity to remain for* 
ever at the remotest distance. It is not probable that those who deserted us 
to aid the most matchless connoisseurs in the refinements of cruelfv, (who 
have exhausted human ingenuity in their engines of torture,) in introducing 
arbitrary ])ower, and all the horrors of slavery; and will onlv return Irom 
disappuintment, not from remorse, will ever make good stil)]f i (s to a state 
founded ui libe.ny, aud liilluxibly determined against every liiroatl of lawless 
dominion. The thirty-one crhninals lately convicted of the most flagrant 
treason, and who, by the ^radcus interposition of government, were upon 
v^ hqpeliil signs of penUence, generously pardoned, and then with hypo- 
critioal cheeriidness enlisted in our service, have all to a man deserted to the 
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enemy, and arc again in arim against their native country, wilii the accu* 
mulated guilt of ita being now not only the country that first gave them iiib, 
Imt which hath, after they had inoflt notoriously forftiled it, mercifully res- 
cued them firom death. Whence it is probable, that a real tofy is by any 
human meant absolutely inconvertible, having so enturely entinguiBhed sU 
the prinutive virtue and patriotism natural to man, as not to leave a siiigb 
spark to rekindle tlie original flame. It is indeed, against all probabilily,1hit 
men arrived at the highest possible pitch of degeneracy, the preferring of 
tyranny to a free government, should, except by a miracle of omnipotence, 
he ever capable^of one single virtuous impression. They have, by a kind of 
gif^'antic effort of villany, astonished the whole world, even that of transcend- 
ing in the enormities of desolation and bloodshed, a mco of murderers before 
.un«juallcd, and without com{)etitor. Won' it not for ihese miscn ants, we 
should have thought, that for cool deiilx^rate cruelty and unavailing undeci- 
sive havoc, the sons of Britain were without parallel. But considerijm the 
educ-Lition of the latter, which has familiarised them to tiie shedding of luiio 
cent blood from the mere thirst ot lucre, they iiave been excelled in their own 
peculiar and distinguished excellence by this monstrous birth and ofiscouring 
of America, who, in defiance of nature and of nurture, have not only by a 
leyersed ambitioil chosen b(Midage be^ne fieedom, but waged an inihraal mt 
•gainst thdr dearest oonnexioos for not making the like abhorred and abo> 
mmable election* By them, have numbers of our most us^fiil and meritorioss 
dtiz^Qs been ambushed, hunted down, pillaged^ unhoused, stolen, or buteiMV^ 
ed; by them has the present contest on the part of Britain been encouraged, 
aided and protracted. Thc}^ arc therefore responsible for all the ^'Mitifflwl 
blood that has been spilt by the addition of their weiglit in the scale of the 
enemy. Multitudes of them have superadded perjury to treason. At the 
^ commenfoment of our opposition, they nppearcd more sanguine than others, 
I and like the cracklimj^ of (hor/is under a pot, exceeded in blaze and noise, the 
c-alm and durable liainu of the steady 8md persevering. They have a^oci* 
ated, subscribed, and sworn to assist in repellino; the hostile attempts of our 
boweiless oppressors; they have, wdth awful soleiniuty, plighted their faith 
and honour, to stand with their lives and fortunes by the Congress, and their 
general, in support of that very liberty, which, upon the lirst opportunity, 
they perfidiously armed to oppose, and hAve since sacrilegiously sworn, utter- 
ly to exterminate* This worthy citizen has lost a venemfole &ther; that 
one a bdoved brother;, and a third, a- darling son, either immediately by thair 
hands or by their betraying him to the enemy, who, from a momentary umo- 
tentional relapse into humanity, were sometimes indined to spare, when these 
pitiless wretches msisted upon slaughter, or threatened to complain of a re- 
tenting officer, merely because he was not diabolically cruel.'' 

X. From the actual assumption of political independence, to that of a fimaal 
declaration, the interval could not be long. On the very day that Congress 
adopted the resolution recommending to the colonies a change in their form of 
government; the convention in Virginia resolved unanimously, that their 
delegates in Congrr ss should propose to that body, to declare the United Colo- 
nies free and independent states, ahsolved from all allegiance to, or dependence 
on tlu: King and Parliament oi Great Britain. The public mind was now 
fully prepared for this measure. The Assemblies of Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
and New York, which had displayed the greatest reluctance and ibrbumethe 
longest, at length assented to it. The proposition was made in Congress, on 
the 7th of June, 1776, by Richard Henry Lee of ViTginia, and seconded by 
Mr* John Adams of Massachusetts, ^that the United Cohmes are, umd if 
fi^ ought to be, free ofid independent etateey and thai aU poUtieai eon- 
neanon hetmeen th!m and the etate iif Great BHteiii, ami ought to 
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totally dissolved" This resolution was referred to a c» >mniit(( o of the whole 
Congress, where it was daily debated. In favour of the i-esolution, Messrs. 
Lee and Adams were the most distinguished speakers. The latter has been 
characterized as " the ablest advocate" of independence. Its most formida- 
ble opponent was Mr. John Dickenson, whose "Farmer's Letters," had sig- 
nally served to awaken the resistance of the people to British oppression. 
Mr* DickeiisoiL's views were those of a mncere, but tiimd {Mitftot. He lived 
to disoover that his fean were groundless, and to give his aid in maturing and 
jierfecting the institutions of incbpendent America* In resisting the declara- 
tion of independeooe, he was'actuiftted by no ignoble personal fears ; his appre* 
hension was for his country. For at this period, no man could be more oh^ 
DooriouS to British statesmen, than the author of the Farmcr^s Letters, who 
now, bore a eoionei's commission, and was, in the month of July, 1776, upon 
thf lines of New Jersey, and New York. The considerations which weighed 
upon his mind affected the minds of othci-s; anionfr whom were Wilson of Penn- 
sylvania, R. R. Livinnrston, of New York, E. Rut Uidge, and \i. Laurens, of 
South Carolina, and William Livingston, of Now Jersey; who, if they did 
not doubt of the absolute inexpediency of the m(\'i.suro, Ix^licn'ed it ])romature. 

On the first day of July, the resolution declaratory of independence, was 
approved in comnjittee of the whole, by all the colonies, except Pennsylvania 
and Delaware. Seven of the delegates from the former were present, four 
ef whom voted against it. Mr. Rodney, one of the delegates from the latter, 
was absen^ and the other two, Thomas M^Kean and ^rge Read, weie di- 
vided^in opinion; M^Kean votic^ for» and Read agpunst, the resoltitioii* On 
the report of the committee to the House, the further consideratkm of the 
sobject was postponed until the next' day, when the resolution was finally 
adift^, and entered cm the journals."^ Pending this memorable discussion, a 
committee, consisting of Messrs* Jefferson, John Adams, Franklin, Sherman, 
and R. R. Livingston, , was appointed to prepare the delaroHon cf tncfe- 
pendence. Messrs. Jefferson and Adams were named a sub-committee, 
charged especially with that duty; and the orif^nal draught of that eloquent 
manifesto was made by the former. It was adopted by the chir t' committee 
without amendment, and reported to Congress ofi the twenty-eighth of June. 
On the fourth of July, having received some slight alterations, it was sanc- 
tioned by the vote of every colonv.f 

The delegation in Congress, iVum New Jersey, during part of the time, 
employed in the consideration of the question of independence, had been 
elected by the Convention, on the fourteenth of February, 1776. It con- 
sisled of Messrs. Xivingston, De Hart, Richard Smith, John Cooper, and 
Jonathan Dickenson Sergeant* After the proposition of the fifteenth of May 
Ibr organizing provincial governments, it would seem that nearly aH these 
gentlemen were reluctant to assume the re^nsibility of measures which led, 
erentually, to independence. Richard Smith, alleging indisposition, re- 
signed his seat on the twelfth, John De Hart on the tiurteenth, and Mr. Ser- 
geant on tibe^ twenty ^mst of June* Mr, Cooper appears to have taken no 
part in the proceedings of this Congress. His name, with that of Mr. Ser- 
geant, is regularly on the minutes of the State convention, from the 10th of 
June, to the 4th of July. Mr. Livinostoi^ was withdrawn, on the 5th of 
June, to assume the duty of brigadier-general of the New Jereey militia. 
Messrs. Richard Stockton, Abraham Clarke, John Hart, Francis Hopkinson, 
and Dr. John Witherspoon, were substituted for the previous delegation, on 
the 21st of June; and were, probably, all present at the time of the final votes 
upon the resolution, and the declaration of independence. It is certain, that 

* Jwamk of CongreM. t Ibid. 
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on the 28th of June, Mr. Hopkinson a]^)eared in the continental Congress, 
and presented instnictions empowerinfr him and his rolleagues to join in 
declaring tho. united colonies Ind^'pendent of Great Britain, entering into 
a confeflf rrifinn fnr imion and common defence, making treaties with foreign 
nations, tor commerce and assistance, and to take such other measures as 
miglii appear necessary for these; ^^n^at ends."* ' 

On the 17th of July, the provincial Cons^ress resolved, that, "Whereas, 
the honourable, iIh; continental Congress )iavc declared the United Colonies 
free and independent States, We, the deputies of New Jersey, in provincial 
Congress assembled, do ruolve and declare. That we wiU support m freedom 
and independence oif the said States, with our 'HveiB and fortunes, and with 
the whole force of New Jersey And on the soooeeding day they dianged 
the style and title of the ** provincial Coneiess of New Jersey," to that of the 
" ConTention of the State of New Jersey. 

■ 

• Journals nf TongTcss, vol. ii. p. 23<). 

We are careful in noting these circuiustanceg, a» Mr. Samuel Adams, in a letter, 
dsted 15th July, 177G, to Richard Henry Lee, obaerros^ ** We wen more fSwtuaaia 

than we expected, in having twelve of the thirteen colomee in favour of the all-impor- 
tant qnnption. Tho dnloirntcs of New Jersey were not empowered to give their voice 
<m either side. I'heir convention has ilace acceded to the declaration, and published 
il^ even before they received at from Cenjfrese." — Mtm. of RUkmi Henry /^e, vol. t. 
p. 183. This error has beim further proinulged by the mUowin^ note, iu Mr. Sedg- 
wirk's Life of Urinfrston, pag;e 11)4. — "Tins delegation, consisting of Witherspoon, 
Stockton, and others, arrived afler the declaration had been signed, but were allowed 
to fix their wuaet to iV* We do not find on the Journal of Congress, the name of eay 
other of the delegates, tlian Mr. Hopkinson, between the 21st of June, and 4th of 
July Rut the following statement given in the life of R. H. Lee, vol. i. 176, upon, wo 
kauw nut what authority, shows, if correct, that another of the Jersey delegates was 
pieient, et the adoption of the deckntion. *< In tho' clause of the originaldraught, 
that upbraids George III., with the hiring and sending foreign mercenary troops to in- 
vade America, among those mentioned, the Scotch are specified. It was said that Dr. 
Witherspoon, the learned president of Nassau Hall College, who was a Scotchman by 
birth, moved to strike out the word, * SeaUkf which was accordingly done.'* 

The fnllowiii^ extract from the life of Mr. Stockton, in the Biography of the Signers 
oi the l)i:clu^ration of Independence, proves, that he, also, was prcsont. — " Mr. Stock- 
ton immediately took his seat in tlie continental Congress, and wan present at the 
debates which preceded the promulgation of Uiat memorable charter of national inde- 
pendrnre, to which his name is alTixed. It has been remarked by Dr. Benjanjin Rush, 
who was a member of the same Congress, that Mr. Stockton was silent durin^j; tfic 
first stages of this momentous discussion, Ustcniuj^ witli thoughtful and rcspoctiul at- 
tention to the arguments that wert; ^tiered by the supporters and opponents of the 
important measure fhru under mr. idi i ;ition. Altliough, it is believed, that, in llic 
commencement of the debate, he cutertuincd some doubts as to the policy of an imme- 
diate declaration of independence, yet in tlie progress of the discussion, lus objections 
wore entirely removed, particularly by the irresistible and conclusive arguments ef 
the honourable John Adams, and he fully concurred iu the final vote, in favour of that 
bold and decisive measure. This concurrence he expressed iu a short and energetic 
address, which be delitered ih Congress, towards the close of tlie debate." It may be 
true, but is not probable, that Mr. Stockton doubted, in Congress, upon this meesnse. 
It is certain, that he was instnicted by tho convention, which appointed him, to 
support it, and in so doing, pertormed a delegated trust, which he was too honest to 
betnij. This State had decided the question before she sent him to announce her 
oewscntt 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

' ' ' . 

I. MlliUiy Proeaedinga in Canada. — II. Measures adopted in Great Britain.—IIl. Ob- 
jeiets propoMd Ibr the Campaign of 1776. — ^IV. OperatioBi a||^Bt New Toik, 
and the sunoundinfir Country. — V. Proposals fct accommodation, by the Britiali 

Commissioners. — Vl. Condition of iho American Forces, at New York — Landing 
of Lord Howe, on Long Island.— VII. Battle of Brooklyn.— VIII. Retreat of 
the American Army fh>m Long Idand.— IX. Unhappy Eflfectof the Daftat of 
the American Army.^X. Lord Howe. renews his Attempts fiir accommodation 
of the Quarrel — Proceedinga of Congress. — XI. Military Movement of the Ar- 
mies, after the Battle of Brooklyn. — XII. American Army, by advice of General 
Lee, ^uit York Island.— XIIL Battle of White Plaina.-~XlV. Capture of Fort 
Washington. — XV. Abandonment of Fort Leo, and retreat of the American 
Array— -Its condition — Inhabitants join the British. — XVI. Washington crosses 
the Delaware — The enemy possess themselves of the left bank.— XVll. Cap- 
ture of Gener^ Lee.— XvIII. *New efforts of the Commander-in-Chief— The 
enemy retire into Winter Quarters.— XIX. Battle of Trenton.— XX. The Brf. 
tish ro-open the Campaign. — XXI. The American Army re-enters Jersey. — 
XXII. Battle of Princeton. — XXIII. The American Army retreat to Morns- 
town— Beneficial results of the late actions. — ^XXIV; Firmness of Congress. — 
■ XXV. Condition of New Jer.sey.— XXVL The American Army innoculated 
for the Small Pox — XXVII. Measures for reclaiming the disaffected of New 
Jersey. — XXVIII. License of American Troops — restrained. 

!• The early sucoesses of Gexieral Montgomery) had induced Congress to 
reinibroe the army under his command^ and on thei intelligence traasmstted 
Mevious to the assault on Qajebec, they resolved, that nine battaliona should 
be maintained in Canada.* Nor did the repulse extinguish this ardour* 
Tlie council of war, of the army before Boston, resolved, that as no troqis 
could be spared from Cambridge, the colonies of Mas.sachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New Hampshire, should forward their regiments to Canada; and Con- 
gress, in addition to the reinforcements previously ordered, directed four bat- 
talions from New York. The indispensable articles, blankets, were pro- 
cured by contributions of householdei-s, from their family stocks, and specie, 
by the enthusiasm of patriots, who readily exchan^^ed, at par, their Mexican 
dollars, for the pap^r bills of Congress. It was resolved, also, to raise a corps 
of artillery for this service, and to take into pay one thousand Canadians, iu 
addition to Colonel Livingston's regiment, and to place thera under the com- 
mand of Moses Hazen, a native of Massachusetts, who had resided ttmj 
yearn in Canada. A sthnulating address to the inhabitants, was pufaliahed 
by Congress ; and a printing press» and a priest, were despatGhed9 that the 
wm might hftre' toe powerful aki of letters and religion* . Dr* PrankUn, 
and Mr. Chase, members of Congress, and Mr. Carro], who was of the 
Roman Catholic persuasion, proceeded co Canada, with the design of gaining 
over the people; having authority to promise them admission to the union of 
the colonies, upon equal terms, with the full enjoyment of their liberty, and 
ecclesiastical property. Such was the diligence excited, that, in despite of 
the season, the first reinforcements reached the American army, bf^foro 
Quebec, on the eleventh of April, one thousand seven hundred and seven- 
ty-six. 

Notwithstanding these exertions of the United States, their interest in 
^-^anada had daily declined, from the fall of Montgomery. Tiie unsuccessiui 

* January &th, 1776. 
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aMitfl on Quebeo, had dispirited the friendly Canadians, and Indians. Thp 
small pox, which had been comnvinicated to the army by a woman who had 
been sent, voliintnrily or compulsorily, from the city, so disabled the troope, 
that, of three ihousnnd mm, nine hundn'd only were fit lor duty. The af- 
fections of the people were aiiencd by the misconduct of the continental 
soldiery, which, in mnny instances, officered by men from obscure life, 
without education, or morals, abandoned themselves to plunder, and other 
crimes, not more disgraceful to themselves than injurious to the cause they 
were sent to support. And, iuiiiily, the early opening of tiie St. Lawrenoe, 
and tiie arrival of the British succours, compelled uie Anoericans to com* 
meiioe Uidr fetteat, very early in the month of May,* widi so much precipi- 
tatioD, as to leave thdr aitilleiyy miUtaiy stores, and mne of their sick, 
befaiDd. To the last, as well as to such stragglers as were apprditeiided, or 
came in, the humanity of General Carlton' was exemplary ; and more adapted 
to injure the American cause, than the cruelty of other British commanders. 
He dismissed his prisoners, aAer liberally supplying tiieir wants, with the 
recommendation, " to go home, mind their farms, and keep themselves and 
their neighbours from all participation in the unhappy war." 

A disastrous retreat was pursued, dnrinfr which, General Thomas, the 
chief m command, fell a victim to thf! small pox. On his death, the direc- 
tion of the army devolved, first on ( t( iirr;i] Arnold, and afterwaj ds on Gene- 
ral Sullivan. Brigadier-genend riiruTipson made an unsuccessful nttempt 
on the iiiiUsh post at Trois Rivieres, in which he was made prisoner, 
though little other loss was sustained. On the fii sL of July, the whole army 
reached Crown Point, where the first stand was made. The relrest im 
tendered more painfiil, by the reproadies of tiioeeCanadianSk who had united 
with the invaders, and who were about to be abandoned to Hie penalties of 
unsuooessiul in8uneetbn» and by the plunder of the merdiantd of Montresi, 
by the avaricious and profligate Arnold. x 

II. Notwithstanding the univefsal yesistanee, in America, to the measures 
of the ministry, the Parliament and people of Great Britain, could not te 
niade to believot that it would be maintained against a determined spirit on 
the part of the govemmenty and a few thousand troops to aid the established 
authorities. This erroneous opinion was confirmcrl by the royal officers, 
who were, probably, themselves deceived by their wishf s. The mihtary 
operations, therefore, of the year 1775, were adopted, more to streDiitlien 
the civil authority, than to sii})i)ort a contest for empire. But the battles of 
Lexington, Breed's iliU, and the measures subsequently adopted by Con- 
gress, awakened the nation from this delusive dream, and produced an ear- 
nest resolution, at all hazards, to establish its supremacy over the colonies. 

The speech from the throne, on the opening of the Farlhunent, twenty- 
fortb October, 1T76» declared,^ that his Majesty's subjects, in AmerifW, 

meant, only, to amuse, by vague expressions of attachmRiit to fhe pareoft 
stete, whOe th^ were preparing for a general xevolt ;** <*that the tcImI* 
lions war, now leirvsA by them, was become more general, and, manifestly, 
carried on for the purpose of estabhshing an independent empire; and that it 
was become the part of wisdom, and m its efiects, of clemency, to put a 
speedy end to these disorders, by the most decisive exertions.'' The senti- 
ments of the speech were echoed in the addresses of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, but not withont a spirited protest in the Lords. Nineteen dissenting 
members declared the approaching war to he " inijust and impolitic in its 
principles, and fatal in its consequences," and that they could not approve an 
address whkch might deceive his Majesty and the public, into a belief of 

* On the 4th. 
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their confidence Id the present ministers, who had disgiaced Parlianient, de- 
ceived the nation, lost the colonies, and involved them in a civil war, against 
their deare^^t interests, and on the most imjustifiable;grpuiids» wantonly spilling 
the blood of thousands of their fellow subjpcts." 

With the sanction of Parliament, estimates lor th'^ jiublir. service were 
made on the basis of operations against a foreign armed power. Twenty- 
eight thousand seamen and fifty-five thousand land forces wei*e immediately 
voted; authority waa iioon afterwards given to employ foreign mercenaries; 
and to give full efficacy to these measures, an act of parliament* interdicted 
all trade with the Americans; authorized the capture of their property, 
whether «of ships or goods, upon the high seas; aod directed, ^that the mas- 
tan, crews, and otter person^ Ibcind on board captured American Tcssela, 
should be entiered on board hia Majesty's vessels of war, and there-considered 
to he in his Majest/s service, to all tntents'and purposes, as if they had en* 
tared of thmt own accord; And this, worse than Mahommedan slavery, 
was insolently represented, as a merciful substitution of an act of grace and 
iavour, for the death which was due to rebellion* This biU, also, authorized 
the crown to appoint commisdosiers, with power to grant pardon to indivi* 
duals, to inquire intd general and particular grievances, and to determine 
whether any colony or part of a colony was returned to that state of obe- 
dience, which might entitle it to be received within the Kin<:('s peace and 
protection ; in which case the restrictions of the law were to cease. In the 
debate on the bill, Lord* Mansfield, whose ability and legal knowledge were 
known and admired in America, declared, ** that the questions of original 
right and wrong were no longer to be considered — that they were engaged 
in a war, and must use their utmost efforts to obtain the ends proposed by 
it— 4hat they must either fight or be pursued — and that the justice of the 
cause most give- way to their present - situatbn.^ This declaration, justified 
by circumstances, from the mouth' of a ministerial partisan, excited the asto- 
nsbment, and aided to cement the anion, of Ihe colonists; and the act was, 
justly, characterized by a member of the opposition, as a bill fi>r carrying 
more effectually, into execution, the resolves of Congress." By treaties, ap- 
prored by Parliament, with the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, the Duke of 
Brunswick and the hereditary prince of Hesse Cas8el,t inxteeen thousand of 
their subjects were engaged to reduce the rebellious colonies to submission. 

In the selection of a general for the royal forces, the command, as a matter 
of right, was offered to General Oglethorpe, the first on the list of general 
officers. To the surprise of the minister, the o;alinnt veteran readily accepted 
the proffer, on condition, that he should be properly supported. A nume- 
rous and well appointed army and fleet were promist'd him. " I will assume 
the charge," replied he, " without a man or vessel of war, provided, I am 
authorized, to proclaim to the colonisLs, tliat you will do them justice." " I 
know the people of America well," he added, " and am satisfied that his 
Majesty has not, in any part of his dommions, more obedient and loyal sub- 
jsets. You may secure their 4)bedjflnoe by doing them justice, but you wHl 
aeyer subdue them by force of arma.** A commander-uk-chief, with such 
opinions, was unacoeptaUe to the ministry, and the command was given to 
Sir William Howe. 

■ in« It was resolved, to open the campaign with a force that would look 
down opposition, and produce submiBsion without bloodshed; and to direct it 
to three objects : 1 . The relief of Quebec ; the recovery of Canada ; and 
the invasion of the adjacent provinces: 2. The chastisement of the southern 
oolomes; and—d. To seize New York with a force sufiicient to keep poa- 

• 20th Nov. 1775. t Feb. 29th, 1766. 
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Msion of the Hudson nver, to maintain the coimnuiiication with Canada, or 

to overrun the adjacent country. The partial success of the first we have 
already noticed. The execution of the second, was committcti to (Icneral 
Clinton and Sir Peter Parker, and eventuated in tlieir repulse, t'rom Charles- 
ton, by the vigorous efforts oi the colonists, at Fort Moultrie ,* and the exer- 
tions of General Lee, wlio had chai;ge of the southern department. The 
third, which involves the operations in New Jersey, asks from us particular 
detaif. 

IV. The command of the force, consisting of about three thousand men, 
desHned against Ne# York, was given to Admiral Lord Howe, and his 
brother, Sir Williain, officers, high in the confidence of the British natkm ; 
who were, also, appointed ooramissioners for restoring peace to the oolonies. 
On evf»uating Boston, General Howe, as we hjAve'seen, retired to Hddftx, 
designing, there, to await reinforcements from England. But his situation 
firoving uncomfortable, and the arrival of succours bemg delayed, he at 
length (June 10th, 1776) resolved to sail for New York. On the fourth of 
July lus whole force was established on Staten Island, where be resolved to 
await the arrival of the troops from Europe. The inhabitants received him 
with great demonstrations of jov, took the oath of allegiance to th^ crown, 
find embodied themselves luuler the command of the late Governor Tryon. 
He received, also, strong assurances from Long Island, and the neighbouring 
parts of New Jersey, of the favourable disposition of the greater pn)portion 
of the people t > the royal cause. Admiral Lord Howe, after toucliing at 
Halifax, arrived, with the fleet and auxiliary forces, on the twelflh of the 
same month. " ' 

It had early been conceived by General Washington, that the British 
would endeavour to possess New York* ' Its central position, contiguity to 
the ooeaS) and capacity of defence, made it highly desorabte to both pardesb 
While the English were yet in Boston, General Lee had been detached from 
Cambridge, to put the city and Iiong Island in a posture of defence. At 
the departure of General Howe from Boston became certain, the probability 
of his going to New York, increased the necessity of collecting a force for 
Its defence. By a resolution of a council of war, (March Idth, 1766) hve 
regiments, with a rifle battalion, were marched upon it, and the states of New 
York and New Jersey, were requested to furnish — ^the former tw o thousand, 
nnd the latter one thousand men, for immediate defence. General Wash- 
iiigton soon ailerwards followed, and early in April, fixed his head quortm 
in that city. 

The experience which the American commander already had of the male- 
rial that must necessarily compose liis army, determined him to pursue the 
Fabian mode of war, a war of posts; to hazard nothing, -but to hover round 
the enemy, watching his motions, cutting off his supplies, and perpetually 
harassing him with small detachments, until his own army had became accus- 
tomed to military fatigue and danger. With this view, works were ereoled, 
in and about New York, on Long Islandi and the hngfats of Haertem. Gon* 
grass on the opening of the campaign, had a ferce far iij^equate toits'objedsb 
And though feeling the inconvenience of the temporar^narmtes formed of the 
militia, on short tours of service, they, or the country, probably both, wele 
iuA prepared to enlist men for periodls that would render them efficient sol- 
' diers, and therefore they adopted middle eoqpedients. They instituted a flying 
camp, composed of one thousand )nen from the states of Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, and Maryland, engaged until the first day of the ensuing Decoml)er, 
and at the same time, called out 13,800 of the ordinnrv militia. The ranks 
of the first were chi* fly filled, but great defieif ik ies occurred in thoFvp of the 
second. The difficulty of providing the troops with arms which had hitherto 
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been distressingly great, was now much increased. By the returns of April, 
the garrison at i ort Monto^omnry in tlic Highland:;*, composed of two hundred 
and ei^lil private, had only ioiLy-oue guas fit for use; and tijaL at Fort Con- 
adtutioii cit <me hundred and thirty-six men, had only sixty-eight guns. 
FlintB were acarce, and the lead fiur mnsket tells waa obtained, by strip- 
ping the dwellings. 

y* Notinthatanding independence had been dedlaied, the British Goni^ 
tdanderB and oonuniflnonerg resolyed before conunencing military oi>eration89 
to try the influence of thdr powers for pacification* On the 14th of July^ 
Lord Howe sfaint ou shore, by a flagy a circular letter, addressed severally, 
to the late governors under the crowny enclosing a declaration which he > 
requested them to publish, announcing to the people his authority to grant 
pardon to all, who having departed from their allegiance, would, by speedy 
return to duty, merit the rov?il favour; to declare any colony, town, port, or 
place, in the peace, and under the protection of tlie crown, and excepted from 
the penal provisions of the act of Parliament, prohibiting trade and intercourse 
with the colorues; and to give assuiuiicus, that the services of all })ersons 
aiding in the restoration of public tranquillity, should be duly considered. 
These papers were transmitted to Congress, who caused them to " be pub- 
lished in the several gazettes, that the good people of the United States might 
be inibxined of what nature were the powers of the ^mmissioneis, and what 
the tennsy'* o£Bbied by them; About the same time, his lordship addressed a 
letter to <^ George Washington^ Esq.," which the general refused to repeiye, be* 
cause his public .character was not, thereby, recognised, and hi no other, could 
he have mtereourae with the writer. This reason, unquestionably sound, was - 
approved by the Congress. The comnussionefs, earnest in their purpose^ 
sent Colonel Patterson, adjutant-general of their army, to the American com- 
mander, with another letter, directed to George Washington, &c. &c. &c.*' 
When introduced to the general, he addressed nim by the title of" Excellen- 
cy;" and pn^sented the regrets of General Howe, for the difTirulty which had 
arisen with respect tn the direction of the letter ; observing, that the mode 
adopted was deenif ] i < .insistent with propriety, and was founded on prece- 
dent in cnsr>s of dipiomaies, when disputes had been made about rank ; that 
General Wuvshuigton had, in the pixjccdinir summer, addressed a letter to " the 
honoumble William Ilowe;" that the cunuiiissionere did not mean to dero- 
gate from his raidv, or the respect due to him. and that tlicy held his person * 
and character in the highest esteem i but thatphc direction, with the addition 
of dec. ,dEC dec* hnp^sd every thing which ought to follow. The colonel, 
then, produced a letter, which he said was the same that had been before 
sent, and which he laid upon the table. But the general declined to receive 
it. He still urged, that, tne address of a letter to one in a public character, 
should mdicate such character, and remarks d, that though the at ceteras im* 
plied.every thing, .they also iinpli<'d any thing: That, his letter to General 
Howe W61S an answer to one he had received from him under a like address, 
and that he woold decline any letter relating to his ofiiciai station, directed 
to him as a private person. During the subsequent conference, which the 
adjutant-general ^ ished to be considered as a first advance towards concilia- 
tion, he remarked, that "the commissioners were clothed with great powers, 
and would be verv happy in ejecting an accommodation." But he received 
lor answer, that Irom appearances, th(3y had pr)wc;r only to pardon those, 
who having never transgressed, sought no forgiveness." iSoon mfter this 
interview, a letter from General Howe respecting prisoners, properly address- 
ed to General Washington, was duly received. 

These seductive efforts of the British agents were repaid by Congress in 
kind. A resdution of the 14th of August, offered to all foreigners who iriiould 
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\ea,ve the armies of his Brilaiuiic Majesty in America, and become members 
of any oi' ibe statCij, protection in the free exercise of their reiigioo, the en- 
joyment of the privileges of natives, together with fifty ncm of bad* 

VL Tlie amount of the American ioroe rendered the Britiah oommai^ 
den GBUtioua in commencing their operations by land. Their fleet» haNV^ 
ever, gave them great advantages, and soon demonstrated the total ineffi- 
ciency of the American obstructions to the passage of the North river. 
Frigates and smalls vessels passed the batteries of New York, Paules Hook, 
RcMi Bank, and Governor's Island, almost with impunity. The American 
army in the vicinity of New York, ou the 9th of August, consisted of not 
more than seventeen thouscmd men, mostly new recruits, distributed in small 
and unconnected posts, some of which were fifteen miles distant from others. 
It was soon atU r increased by Smallwood's regiment from Mar} land, two 
reginients from Pennsylvania, and a liody of New England and New York 
militia, to twenty-seven thousand ; of whom, howf vcr, onL-fourth were iin- 
titled for duty by sickness. A part of this ioice was st itioucd on Long 
Island, where Major-genera! Greene had originally comniai^ded, but becom- 
ing extremely HI, had been succeeded by Majur-generol Sullivan. 

As the defence of Long Island was intimately connected with that of New 
York, a brigade, had be^ stationed there, whilst the' army was assendiUng; 
and had taken a etroitt post at Brooklyn, where an eiteniive camp faad bea 
maiked out and fortiped. The village is a small peninsula, fiMnoried bj 
the East river, the Bay, and Gowan^s Cove, into which a creek empties ML 
This encampment fronted the main limd of the island, and the wcakA atrelBh* 
ed quite across the peninsula, from Waaleboght Bay in the East iiver« oa 
the left, to a deep marsh on the cr^k emptying iBoio Growan's Cove on the 
right. The rear was covered by the batteries on Red Hook, Governor** 
Island, and on the East river. In front of the camp was a range of hills, 
crowned with thick woods, which extended from east to west, near the 
length of the island; and though steep, they were every where passable by 
infantry. 

The whole of the English force having at length arrived, General Howe 
indicated his intention to remove to Long Island — a battle for its possession 
bec^ime inevitable. To this selection he was induced by its abundant pro- 
duct oi the supplies which his forces required. He landed, on the 22d of 
August, between the small towns, Utrecht and Gravesend, without opposi- 
tion ; Colonel Hand, with a ftnnsylvania regiment, retuniigbefine bim to 
the vroody heights oonunanding the pass leading through Flatbush to ths 
works at Brodtl^ Lord Comwalus immediately muched to seize, this 
pass, but finding it occupied, took post in the village. 

VII* On the 25th of August, Major-general Putnam took copomand at 
Brooklyn, with a reinforcement of six regiments* On the .same day. Gene- 
ral de Heister landed with two brigades of Hessians ; and on the next, took 
post at Flatbush. In the evening, Lord Cornwallis drew off to Flatland. 
• General Washington passed the day at Brooklyn, making arrangements Sat 
the approaching action, and rt (urn* d at nic^ht to New York. 

The Hessians, under dc Heister, composed the centre of the British army 
at Flatbush; Major-general Grant commanded the left wing extending to 
the coast; and the greater part of the ibrces, under General Clintua, Earl 
Percy, and Lord Cornwallis, turning to the right, approached the oppoj>iie 
shore at Flatland. 

The armies were now separated by the range of hiUs already mentioned* 
The British centre was scarce four imles from the American lines, at Brook* 
lyn. A direct road, from the one to the other, led across the hoiffhti. 
Another, but more cucuitous road ran from Flatbudi, by the wayof Bedmrd, 
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a small village on tlic Brooklyn side of the hiils. The right and left wings 
of the Bntisii were nearly equidistant, five or six miles from the American 
works. The road from the Narrows, along the cx)ast, and by Gowan's Cove, 
wan the most direct route to their left ; and their right might either return by 
the way of Flatbush, and unite with the centre, or take a more circuitous 
course, and enter u road leading from Jaiiiaica to Bedford. These roads 
united between Bedford and Brooklyn, a small distance m front of the 
American lisjES* 

In the bilk, on the durect road from Flatbush to, Brooklyn, near the for* 
ner, the Americans had reared a fortress, which had a body of troops widi 
aevoral pieces of artillery, for its defence. The coast and Bedford roads 
were guarded by detachments, posted on the hills, within view of the Engtisk 
camp, which were rehevcd daily, and were engaged in obstructing the ways 
by which the enemy might advance. General WoodhuU, with the militia 
of XiOng Ishuid, was ordered to take post on the high grounds, as near the 
enemy as possible; but he remained at Jamaica, scarcely recognising the 
authority of the officer commanding on the island. Light parties of volun- 
teers patrolled the road from Jamaica to Bedford; about two miles from 
which, near Flatbush, Colonel Miles, of Pennsylvania, was stationed with a 
regiment of riflemen. 

On the 26th, Colonel Lutz, of the Pennsylvania militia, commanded on the 
coa^t road ; and Colonel Williams, from New England, on the road leading 
from Flatbush to Bedford. Colonel Miles, with liis regiment, remained 
where he had been, originally, placed. About nine at night. General CUn* 
ton, silently drew the van of the anny irom Flatland, in order to seize a pass 
in the heights, about three miles east of Bedford, on the Jamaica road» in 
the morning of the 27th, about two hours before day, within a half mile of 
the pass, he captured an American party, which had been stationed on the 
road, to give notice of the approach of the enemy. He possessed himself of 
the unoccupied pass, and with the morning light, the whole column passed 
the heightfti and advanced into the level country b^ween them and Brooklyn* 
They were immediately followed by another column, under Lord Percy. 
Before Clinton had secured the pass, General Grant proceeded along the 
coast, with the left wing, and ten pircns of cannon. As his first object was 
to draw the attention of the Americans from their left, he moved slowly, 
akirmishing with the light parties in his front. 

As it had been determined to defend tlie passes through the hills. General 
Putnam, apprized of these movements, reinforced his advance parties, and 
as the enemy gained ground, employed stronger detachments on this service. 
About three o'clock in the morning, Brigadier-eeneral Lord Sturling, with 
the two nearest regiments, was directed to meet tSe enemy, on the road lead* 
mg from the Narrows* Major-general Sullivan, who commanded all the 
troops without the lines, proceeded at the head of a considerable body of 
New Bnglandmen, on the road leading directly to Flatbush, while another 
d^iM^hment occupied the heights between that place and Bedford. 

About break of day. Lord Stirling reached the summit of the hills, wheie 
he was joined by the troops which had been already engaged, and were /e» 
tiring sbwly before the enemy, who ahnost immediately app^ured in sight. 
Havmg posted his men advantageously, a warm cannonade commenced on 
both sides, whii^b continiipd several hours; and some sharp, but not very 
close skirmishing tooiv place between the infantry- Lord fcstii linf^ being 
anxious, only, to defend the pass, could not descend in force from the lieights; 
and General Grant did not wish to drive him thence, until the part of the 
plan intrusted to Sir Henry Clinton, should be executed. 
2 D 
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In thfj centre, De Ilei.stor, soon alter daylight, began to cannonade the 
tro(*iis HI i(ier Sullivan ; hut did not remove from Flatbush, until the British 
riglit liad approached the left and rear of the American line. In the OK^an 
time, the more eflectually to draw attention from the point where the grand 
attack was intended, the fleet was put in moliou, and a lieavy cannonade 
commenced on the battery at Red Hook. 

About half past eight o'dook, the British n|^t havmg then reached Bed* 
ford, in the rear of Sullivan's Idt, De Heister ordered CS»londi Donop'a oerp 
to advance to the aXtack of the hill, following himself with the centre. Tne 
approach of Clinton was now dtscovered hy the American left, which unni&> 
diately endeavoured to regain the camp at Brooklyn. They were lettring 
from the woods by regiments, with their cannon, when they encountered the 
front of the British, consisting of the light infantry and light dragoons, who 
were soon supported by the guards. About the same time, the Hessiaiu 
advanced from Flatbush, against that part of the detachment which occupied 
the direct road to Brooklyn.* Mere General Sullivan commanded in per- 
son ; but he tbund it difficult to make his troops sustain the first attack. 
The tiring towards Bedford had disclosed to them the alarming fact, that the 
British had turned their left flank, and were gettinjr into their rear. Per- 
ceiviniT, at (tncc, th^ir dan^jer, they soufflM to « scape, by regaining the camp 
with the utmost celerity. Th«j sudden route of this party enabled De Heister 
to detach a part of his force against that engaged near Bedford. In that 
quarter, too, the Americans were broken and driven back into the woods, 
and the front of the column led hy General Clinton, continuing to move fo^ 
ward, intercepted and engaged those who were retreating along the diieet 
load fipom Flatbush. Thus attacked in front and rear, and alternately driven 
by the British on the Hessians, and by the Hessians on the British, a succes- 
sion of skirmishes took place in the woods, in the course of which, some 
parts of corps forced their way through the enemy, and regained the Uiies of 
Brooklyn, and several individuals saved themselves under cover of the 
forest; but a greater proportion of the detachment was killed or taken. The 
fugitives were pursued to the American works, and such was the ardour of 
the Bi i:isli soldiery, that their cautious commander could scarce prevent an 
immediate assault. 

The fire towards Brooklyn crave the first intimation to the American right, 
that the enemy had giiine(] their rear. Lord Stirling perceived that he 
couUi esca[)e only by instantly retreating across the creek, near the Yellow 
Mills, not far from the cove. Orders to this effect were immediately given, 
and the more efl^tually to secure the retreat of the main body of the de* 
taehment, he determined to attack, in person, a corps of the British, under 
Lord Cojmwallis, stationed at a house somewhat above the place at which he 
^ proposed crossing the creek. About four hundred of Smallwood's regimeat 
were drawn out for this purpose, and the assault was made with great spirit 
This small corps was brought several times to the charge, and Lord Stirliag 
was on the point of dislodging Lord Cornwallis, when the force in his front 
increasing, and General Grant also advancing on his rear, he could no km- 
ger oppose the superior numbers which assailSl him, on every quarter ; and 
the survivors of this brave partv, with their general, became prisoners of 
war. This bold and well judged attempt, thongh unsuccessful, was not 
witliout its advantages; giving an opportunity to a large part of the detach- 
ment, to snve tliemselves by crossinrr the creek. 

The loss sustained by the American army on this occasion was conside- 
rable, but could not be accurately ascertained. Numbers were supposed to 

* Gcnexai Howe s Letter. 
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have been diowned in the creek, or sufibcated in the marsh; and exact ac- 
couaLs I'rom the militia could not be procured. G(;neral Washington did not 
admit it to exceed a thousand men,, but in tins estimate he could only iiave 
included the regular troops. General Howe states the prisoners to have 
amounted to one thousand and ninety-seven, among whom were Major-gene- 
ral Sullivan, and Brigadiers Lord kStirling, and Woodhull, by him named 
U(tell. He computes the loss of the Americans at three thousand three hun- 
dred, but this computation is, probably, exoessive. He suppoass too, that the 
troops engaged on the heights* amounted to ten thousand; but it is impossi- 
bie they could have much exceeded half that number. His own loss, he 
states at twenty«one offioers, and three hundred and forty>six privates killed, 
wounded, and taken. 

As the action became warm. General W^hington passed over to the camp 
nt Brooklyn, where he saw with inexpressible anguish, the destruction in 
which his best troops were involved, and from which it was impossible to ex- 
tricate them. He could direct his efforts only to the preservation of thoee 
which remained. 

Believintr the; Americans to be much stronger than they were in reality, 
and unwilling lo commit anything to hazard. General Howe made no imme- 
diate attempt to force their lines. He encamped in front, and on the twenty- 
eighth, at night, broke groimd in form, within six hundred yards of a redoubt 
oii the left. 

VIII. Successful resistance to the victorious enemy being now hopeless, 
and the Amerioaii troops, lying in the tines, without shelter firom the heavy 
rains, becomiiig daily more dispirited, the resolution was taken to withdraw 
the army from Lon^ Island. This difficult movement was efiected on the 
niffht of the 88th> with such silenoe and despatch, that all the troope and 
military stores, with a greater part of the provisions, and all the artillery ex* 
cept some heavy pieces, which, in the state of the roads, could not be drawn, 
were carried over in safety. Barly the next morning, the British outposts 
perceived the rear-guard crossing the East river, out of reach of their fire. 
If the attempt to defend Lon^ Island, so disastrous in its issue, impeach the 
judgment of the commruider-in-cliieli his masterly retreat, justly, added to his 
reputation amenn- military men. 

IX. But the ellect of this defeat was most injurious to the American 
cause. It took from the troops the confidence which prccedhig events had 
created, and planted in its place, a dread of the enemy, to wiioni the perfec- 
tion of military skill w as now ascribed. 

In a letter from General Washington to Congress, the state of the army, 
aAer this event, was thus jfeelingly described. Our situation is truly dis- 
tiessing. The check our detadbment sustained on the 27th ultimo, has 
dispirited too great a proportion of our troops, and filled their minds with 
appvdiensioa and despair. The militia, instead of calling forth their utmost 
efforts to a brave and manly exposition, in order to repair our losses, are 
dismayed, intractable, and impatient to return. Great numbers of them 
have gone off, in some instances, almost by whole regiments, in many, by 
half ones, and by companies at a time* This circumstance of itself, inde- 
pendent of others, when fronted by a well appointed enemy, superior in num- 
ber to our whole collected force, would he sufficiently disagreeable: but 
when it is added, that their example has inlected another party of the army; 
that their want of discipline, and refusal of almost every kind of restraint 
and c^overnment, have rendered a like conduct but too common in the whole ; 
and have produced an entire disregard of that order and subordination neces- 
sary for the well doing of an army, and which had been before inculcated aft 
well as the nature of our nniitary establishment would admit ; our condition 
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is f?tni more alarminrr, an(! with the df^pe*;t concern I am obliged to conleM 
my want of confidence in the j:;enerality ol'thc t ron|>s. 

"All these circumstances iully confirm th<' oj inirni I ever entertained, and 
which I, more than once, in my letters, took the liberty of meniioning to 
Congress; that no dependanc^ could be puL in a militia, or other troops than 
those enlisted and embodied lor a longer period than our regulations have 
hitherto prescribed. I am persuaded, and am as iully convinced as of any 
one fact that has happened, tliat our liberties must, of necessity, be greaffy 
luaarded, if not entiiety lost, if their defence be left to any hat a pennanent 
anny* 

Nor would the expense incident to the support of such a body of troops, 
as would be competent to every exigency, far exceed that which is incumd 
by calling in daily succours, and new enlistments, which when effected, are 
not attended with any good consequences. Men who have been free, and 
subject to no control, cannot be reduced to order in an instant; and the pri- 
vileges and exemptions they claim, and will have, influence llie conduct of 
others in such a manner, that the aid derived from them is nearly counter- 
balanced by the disorder, irregnlarity, and confusion they occasion.*' 

The frequent remonstrances of tlie wmmander-m-chief, the opinions of 
all military men, and the severe corrcx'ting hand of experience, at length, 
produced their effect on the government of the union; and soon after the 
defeat on Long Island, it had been referred to the committee composing 
the board of war, to prepare a plan of operations for the next succeeding 
campaign. Their report, which was adopted, proposed a permanent army 
to be enlisted for the war, and to be composed of eighty-eight battafions, to 
be raised by the several stales in proportion to their abili^.* As induce^ 
ments to enlist, a bounty of twenty dollars was allowed to each recruity and 
small portions of vacant lands promised to every officer and 8oldier«'*t 

X. Lord Howe, in his character of commissioner, sought, immediately, to 
avail himself of the impression, which he supposed tibe victory of the twenty- 
flbventh might have miule on Congress. For this purpose, Geooeral Sullivan 
was sent on parole, to Philadelphia, with a verbal message^ purporting, that 
though his lordship could not, at present, treat with Congress as a political 
body, yet he wns desirous to confer with some of its members, as private 
gentlemen, and to meet thrrn at such place as thry would appoint : Tljat, 
with General Howe, he had full powers to compromise the dispute between 
Great Britain and America; the olitaining of which had delayed him near 
two months in England, and prevented his arrival at New York betore the 
declaration of independence: That he wished a compact to be settled, at 
this time, when no decisive blow was struck, and neither party could feel 
compulsion to enter into an agreement : That, if Congress were disposed to 
treat, many things which they had not yet asked, might, and ought to be, 
granted; and tbot if, upon conference, there should be a probability of 
accommodation, the authcdty of Congress would be recognised, as indtspen- 
aabla to the completbn of the cmnpact. 

This fjropoeition was embarrassing* Absolute rejectioa might give colour 
to the opinion, that, if independence were waved, restoration of me ancient 
ooiinexian« on principles, formerly deemed constitutional, was practicabie; 

• New Hampshire 3, Massachuaetts 15, Rhode Island 2, Connecticut 8, Ne\r York 
4, New Jersey 4, Ppnnsylvaiiia 12, Delaware 1, Maryland 3, Vii|;i]ua 15, North Gmo- 
Una 0, South Carolina 6, Georgia 1. — 88. 

t To a colonel 500 aerea, Ueiiteiiaiii<:o]onel 450, major 400, captain 300, liavitaiMaii 

5J0O, rnsicrn 150, and a non-commissinncd officer or private 100 acres. 

The resoKition was afterwards chani:;f'd so as to frive the option to enlist for threw 
yaara, or durijig tlie war. Thoso esnli^Ling tor three years not to be entitled to land. 
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whilst to enter upon iioL^uiiation under existing circumstances might impair 
coufidence, in the determinfition of Congress, to maintain the independence 
they had declared. The dithculty was, in a measure, surmounted by the 
reply, "that Congress, being the representatives of the free and independent 
states of America, could not, with propriety, send any of its members to con- 
ier with his lordship in their private characters; but, that ever desirous of 
ertabtishing peace upon reasonable terms, they would send a committee of 
their body, to know whether he had authority to treat with persons autho> 
Eixed by Congress fi>r that purpose, on behalf of America; and what that 
authority is; and to hear such propositions as he shall think proper to make 
mpecting the same." General Washington was, at the same time, instruct* 
ed, that no proposition for peace ought to be regarded, unless made io 
writing, and addressed to the representatives of the United States in Con* 
gress, or to persons authorized by them ; and that if application were made 
to him, on the subject, by any of the British commanders, he should inform 
them, that the United States havinir entered into the war, only, for the de- 
fence of their lives and liberties, would cheerfully agree to peace (jii reasona- 
ble terras, whenever it should be so pro{iosed to them. These resolutions 
had the appearance of maintaining independence, without making it the con- 
dition of peace. 

Dr. Franklin, John Adams, and Edward Rutledge, the committee of Con- 
gress, met Lord Howe on Staten Island. The conference was fruitless. The 
committee, in their report, gave a smnmary of its matter, saying, It did 
not appear, that his lordship's commisBion contained any other authoriQr 
than that eacpressed in the act of Parliament; namely, that of granting par* 
dons, with such exceptions as the commissioners should think proper to make; 
and of declaring America, or any part of it, to be in the King's peace on 
submission : for as to the power of inquiring into the state of America, which 
bis lordship mentioned to tis, and of conferring and consulting with any per- 
JMOs the commissioners might think proper, and repre^nting the result of 
conversation to the ministry, who, provided the colonists would subject them- 
selves, might, after all, or might not, nt thoW pleasure, make any alterations 
in the former instructions to governors, or propose, in Parliament, any 
amendment of the acts complained ol ; we apprehended any expectation from 
the effect of such a power, would have been too uncert^iin mid i>nvariou8 to 
be relied on by America, had she still continued in her stiUe oi' dependence." 

XI. A council of war, convoked by Washington, resolved to act on the 
defensive, and not to risk the army for ilic state of New York; but a middle 
line between abandonment and defence, was, for a short time, adopted. 
The public stores were removed to Dobb*s Ferry, about twenty<«x mUes 
firom New York* Twelve thousand men were ordered to the northern ez- 
tnmity Yoric Island, and four thousand live hundred returned for the d^ 
finoe of the dty : the remainder oocu|Med the intermediate ^moe, with diree- 
lions to support the city or the camp, at King's Bridge;, as exigencies might 
require. As it was impossible to determine where the British would attempt 
to land, it was necessary, pursuant to the system of procrastinaticm, and the 
determination to gain time to raise works for defence at various points. At 
length, (September 12th) another council of war directed the abandonment 
of the city. General Mercer, who commanded the flyinix cnmp nn Iho Jersey 
shore, also, moved up the North ri\ or, to a post opposite ton Washington. 

On the hfteenth General Howe commenced to land his forces, under cover 
of some ships of war, on the East river, between Kipp's and Turtle Bays. 
The works, at this poiut, were capable of defence for some time ; but the 
troops, stationed in them, terrified at the fire from the ships, abandoned them 
without waiting an attack, and fied with precipitation. Wlien the cannonade 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF NEW JERSEY. 



had commenced, the brigades of Generals Parsons and Fellows were put in 
motion, and marched to the support of the lines, and CSenemi Washington, 
himself, rode towards tiie aoene of action. The panic of the fugitives, fipQin 
the works, was communicated to the advancing troops, and the oommnnder- 
in-chief, had the extieme mortification to meet the whote retfeating in tha 
utmost disorder, despite the gveat dKirts of their generals to check the dis* 
gracefiil flight; and whilst he, himself, attempted to rally them, a small corps 
of the enemy coming in sight, they again broke and fled in the utmost coo* 
fusion. The usually firm and equable mind of this admirable man, seenis» 
on this occasion, to have been swayed by a gust of natural passion ; and for 
the first, and perhaps, the only time, he despaired of the caiisp in wliich he 
had embarked his fortune, his life, and his famp. Tn thr n ;ir uf hh <ln?<- 
tardly troops, with his face to the enemy, he appeaml w illiuir to hury ili^^ 
pangs of the present, and the dreaded infamy of the future, in an honour; tl iN; 
grnvf. His aids and trierirls, who surrounded his person, by indirect vio- 
leuee, compelled him to n tire, and preserved a life, perhaps, indispensable 
to the independence (»l Ins country.* 

The only part remaining to bo taken after this dereliction, was to withdraw 
the few remaining troops from New York, and to secure the posts on the 
heights. For the latter purpose, the lines were instantly manned, hot n» 
attempt was made on them. The retreat from New York was effected with 
an inconriderahle loss of men, in a skirmish at Bloominylale; but all tfas 
heavy artillery, and a large portion of the baggsge, provisions, and military 
stores, were unavoidably abandoned . No part of this loss was more severdy 
' ieU, than that of the tents. In this shameful day, one colonel, one captaiiH 
three subalterns, and ten privates, were certainly killed; one lieutttant* 
colonel, one captain, and one hundred and fifty-seven privates were missing. 
The conduct of the troops on this occasion, cnl Is for remarks which arealike 
applicable to the prior and subsequent armies of the United States. They • 
had not the experience which teaciies the veteran to do his duty, wherever 
he may be placed ; in the assuranro, that others will likewise do theirs; and 
to rely, that those who direct the whole will not expose him to useless hazard 
nor neglect those precautions which the sately of the whole may requircf 

Unfortunately, there existed m many parts of the army, other causes beside 
the shortness of the terms of enlistment, and the inefficiency of the militia, 
which prevented the acquisition of these military sentiments. In New Eng- 
land, wh^ace the war had been principally supported, the zeal excited by the 
revolution had taken such a direction, as in a great measure to abofish uioss 
distinctions between the platoon officera and the soldieiis, wluch are indispen* 
sable to the formation of an efficient army. Many of these officen, here^ as 
in other parts of the union, were elected by the men, and were, consequently, 
disposed to associate with them on the footing of equality. In some instances, 
those were chosen who had agreed to put their pay in conmion slock with 
that of the soldiers, and to divide equally with them. It is not cause of 
wonder, that among such offirors, the most disgraceful and unmilitary prac- 
tices should sometimes prevail ; nor that privates should fail in respect, sub- 

• Ramsav's American Revolution, vol. i. p. 392. Mr. Marshall does not notice, to 
tffinn or donj, thii statement of Mr. Ramsay. If the siipprosuon have been madS 

f^t the purpose of ag^crandizinir the hero of the hioprapher, it is reprehensible. — 
' Tho office of apotheosis belong-s to the poet or the slave It is above or below the 
historian. And no human chaiacLer can suiicr less, from iull disclosure, than that 
of General Washington. Such shades, as this, are but tiie fidl d the briluajit, sew* 
ing to perfect its lustre. Such instances nf weakness, improve the exemplar which 
his liff" nf!^>rd9. Wbto it marked by unvarying wisdom, it would be rejected in 
despair, as unattainable. 

t JMtiduU's WasfaiactoBy t6L ii. 43^ 
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ordination, and obedience. Orders of this period show, that several officers 
of inferior grade were not themselves exempt Irom the general spirit of pil- 
lage, which then disi^raced the American troops.* 

Having possessed himself of the city, (15th September, 1776,) the British . 
general stationed a few troops in the town, and with the main body ol* the 
anny encamped near the American lines. His nght was at Horen's Hook, 
on the Bast river, and his left reached the North river, near Bloomingdale, 
so that his encampment extended quite across the island, here, about two 
miles wide, and his flanks were both covered by his ships« The strongest 
point of the American lines was at King's Bridge, preserving their commu- 
nication with the continent. They also occupied in considerable force, 
M'Gowan's Pass, and Morris' Heights, which were fortified and rendered 
capable of defence against superior numbers. On the heights of Haerlem, 
still nearer the British lines, within a mile and a half of them, a strong de- 
tachment was posted in an intrenched camp. 

The present position of the armies favourrH the wishes of thn Amrrican 
commander, to liabituate his soMirrs by a series of successtiii skirmishes, to 
meet the enoniy in the field. Opportunities for this purpose were not long 
wanting. I'ho day after the retreat from New York, the British appeared 
in considerable force in the plains between the camps. Washington ordered 
Colonel Knovvkou of the volunteer corps of New England rangers, and 
Major Leitch with three companies of the third Virginia regiment, which 
had joined the army only the preceding day, to endeavour to get into their 
rear, whilst he amused them with demonstrations of an attack in front* The 
|»ian was sucoessfiil; the British advanced eagerly to an advantageous posi- 
tion in front, and a firing commenced, but at too great a distance for execu- 
tion. In the mean time. Colonel Knowlton, unacquainted with their new 
position, made his attack rather on their flank, than their rear. Very soon, 
Majo^ Leitch, who had gallantly led the detachment, was brou^t off the 
ground mortally wounded, and not long afterwards. Colonel ICnowlton also 
fell, bravely fighting at the head of his troops. Not discouraged by the loss 
of their field officers, the cnptains maintained their ground, and continnof] 
the action with great anmiation. The British were reinforced, and Gtnieral 
Washington ordered on detachments from the adjacent regiments of New 
Elngland and Maryland. The Americans thus strengthened, charged the 
enemy, drove them from the ^v^M)ds into the plains, and were pressing them 
still further, when the general apprehending the approach of a large body ot 
the foe, recalled his troops to their entrenchments. In this sharp conflict, 
nwny who had so disgracefully fled on the preceding day, now, with much 
inferior force, had engaged a battalion of light in^try, another of Ifighland- 
eia^/and three companies of Hessian riflemen, sustaining a loss in killed and 
wounded of not more than fifty men, whilst the British lost more than double 
that number. The efiSact of this first success of the campaign, was visible 
upon the q^irits of themen, restoring than in some measure to thdr own 
esteem. 

-The armies did not long retain their position. General Howe, sensible ot 
the strength of the American camp, had no inclination to force it. His plan 
waa)4p compel General Washington either to abandon it, or to fight in a 
p|Mtion, where defent would result in a total destruction of his army. With 
this view, aOer throwing up intrenchments on M'Gowan's Hill, for the pro- 
tection of New York, he proposed to gain the i^ear of the American camp, 
and to possess himseil of the North river, above King's Bridge. To ascer- 
tain the practicability of the latter, three frigates passed up, under the hre of 

* 

* Marsh&U's Life of Washington, vol. li. 434. 
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Forts Washington and Lee, without injury from the batter i'-s, or knpf dinient 
from the chevaux-de-frise^ which had been sunk in the channel, between 
those forts. This point bfiing attaino<i, the greater part of his army passed 
through Hellgate, into the Sound, anJ landed on Frog's Neck, in West Ches- 
ter county, about nine miles Irom the camp, on the heights of Haerlem-* 
Ife continued here some days, quietly waiting for his artiUery-y mititaiy 
stores, and reinforoeniG&tSy from Staten Island, whkh were detained hy mt- 
finrourable winds. 

Xn. In the mean time, General Lee arrived,! from his late suooessftd 

command, to the southward; and finding a disposition prevalent among the 
officers of the American army, to continue on York Ishind, he induced the 
call of a council of war, to consult on its propriety. He urged its entire re- 
linquishment — dwelling npon the impracticability of stopping the ascent of 
the enemy's ships, upon the river, the possession of Frog's Neck, on the 
Sound, bv the British, the absolute impossibility of preservincf the communi- 
cation with the country, and the imminent danger that the army must tight 
under disadvantages, or become prisoners of war. His views, so far as they 
regarded the army, were adopted; but unfortunately, the re]>r<^sentations of 
Greneral Greene prevailed, in relation to Fort Washington, the occupation of 
which, he contended, would divert a large portion of the enemy's force from 
the main body, and in conjunction with Fort Lee, would cover the trans- 
portation of supplies, up the river, for the service of the American troops. 
He fiirther represented, that the garrison could be brought off, at any time, 
by boats from the Jersey shore. 

Xni. On the 18th of October, General Howe moYed forward his whole 
army, except four regiments destined for New York, towards New Rochell©. 
Some skirmishing took place, near East Chester, with part of Glover's bri- 
gade, in which the conduct of the Americans was courageous. As Howe 
took post at New Roche lln, Washington occupied the heights between it and 
the North river. The British general received here, the second division of 
Germans, under General Knyphausen, and an incomplete regiment of caval- 
ry, I'rom Ireland. I^oth armies now mnvrd towards the White Plains, a 
strong piece of ground, where a large camp had been marked out, and occu- 
pied by a detachment of militia, sent to guard some magazine?: there collect- 
ed. The main body of the Americans formed a long line of entrenched 
camps, extending from twelve to thirteen miles, on the heights from Valen- 
tine's Hill, near King's Bridge, to the White Plains; fronting the British line 
of march, and the Brunx, which lay between them, so as to collect in full 
force at any point, as circumstances might require. While the British army- 
lay about New RocheUe^ Bfajor Rodgers, with his regiment (of tones), was 
advanced eastward towards Mamoraneck, on the Sound, where hd was be> 
lieved to be covered by the position of the other troops. An attempt ww 
made to surprise him in the night ; but it was not wholly suooessfiiL AboOl 
su^ty of his corps were killed or tak«i, with a loss to the Americans of two 
killed, and eight or ten wounded ; among the latter, was Major Green, of 
Virginia, a brave officer, who led the advance, and who received « baM 
through his body. Not long after, a regiment of Pennsylvania riflemen, 
under Colonel Hantl, fell in with and engaged an equal number of Hdlteian 
chasseurs, over whom they obtained some advantage. 

The caution of the English general was increased by these evidences of 
enterprise in his adversary. His object seems to have hvi u to avoid skir^ 
mishing, and to bring on a general action, if that could be elTected under 
favourable circumstances; if not, he knew too well, the approaching dissoiu- 

• October 12th, 1776. i October I4th. 
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tion of the American army, and calculated, not without reason, on deriving 
firom that event nearly all the advantages of a victory. He proceeded there- 
fore slowly. His , marclies wei-e in close order, his encampments compact, 
WmI guarded with artillery ; and the ulmust circumspection was used 
not to expose any part which might be vulnerable.^ 

Ab tho (rick ttM baggage xeeAed a place of safety, Gfeneial Washington 
giadually drew in his out-poeto, and took {xjssession of the hdghts on the. 
cast nde of the Bronx frontoig the head of the British oolonuis. Ife was 
there joined hy General Lee, who, after securing the sbk and the baggage, 
had, with considerable address, brought up the rear division of the army. 

General Washington was encamped on high, broken grounds, with his 
right flank covered by the Brunx, which also covered the front Of his right 
wing, extending along the road on the east side of that river, towards New 
Rocheile, as far as the brow of the hill where his centre was posted. His 
left, forming almost a rinlit aii^lf w ith his centre, and nearly parallel to his 
right, extended along the hills nortliwardiy, as to keep possession of the 
commaD(!in[T trround, and secure a retreat slK ild it be necessary, from the 
present position, to omi still more advantageous in his rear. 

• On the right of the army, and on the w^est side of the Brunx, abmit one 
nule from the camp, on the road leading from the North river, was a hill, of 
widoh General U'I)oueal took possession, ibr the purpose of covering the 
right flank* His detac&nent consisted o£ about sixteen hundred men, prin- 
cipally militia; and Jiis oommunioation with the main arm^ was perfectly 
mni that ^NUt of the river ^behig every where passable, without difficulty. 
llaaCy intrenchments were thrown up to strengthen every part of the lines, 
and to make them as defensible as possible* 

On the 25th of OcMper, Geueral Howe, who had advanced from New 
BMhfllla and Mamaroii0ck» prepared to attack General Washington in his 
camp, fearly in the morning, the British approached in two columns, the 
right commanded by Sir Henry Clinton, and the left by General Kny[>hau- 
sen, accompanied by General Howe, in person. Their advanced parties 
having encountered, and driven in the patroles, their van appeared, about 
ten o'clock, in full view of the American lines; a cannon; id<^ connnenred, 
without much execution, on either side. The British right fujiiied behind a 
rising ground, about a mile in front of the American camp, and extended 
from the road leading from Mamaroneck, towards the Brunx ; so thai u was 
opposed to the centre of the American army,' 

On viewing General Washington's situation, Howe determined to possess 
huqaeKTof the faiH occupied by M*Dougal« He directed Colonel Rawle, with 
Us corps of Hessians, to cross the Brunx, and by a circuit, to gain a posi- 
tion fiom whidi he might «nnoy the right flank of M'Dougal, while Briga« 
disr-genmL Leslie, with the second brigade of British troops the Hessian 
|;feDadier8 under Colonel Donop, and a Hessian battalion, should attack him 
in front. When Rawle had gained the designated position, the detachment 
under Leslie, also crossed the Brunx, and commenced a vigorous attack on 
the Americans.t The militia immediately fled ; but the regulars behaved 
with great crnllantry. Colonel Smnllwood's regiment of Maryland, and 
Colonel Reitzimar's of New York, advanced boldly towards the foot of the 
hill to meet Leslie; but after a sharp encounter, were overpowered by num- 
bers, and compelled to retreat. Leslie then attacked the remaining part of 
M*Dougars forces, consisting of his own brigade, the Delaware battalion, 
and a small regiment ol' Connecticut npiiitiu. They were soon driven from 

* ABAoal Ragiitsr. 1 Gen«nl Hows's letter. 
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the hill, but kept up, for aome tiine,.«D irregular fiie, fiom the stone iniU% 
aiHl oiber endosurea about the scene of action. Genexal Patnanif with 
Beal*8 brigade, was ordered to support them; but not amving while they 
were in possession of the hill» he deemed it improper to attempt to regsinit, 
and the troops retreated to the main army. 

• In this engagement, which, during its continuance, was very animated on 
both sides, the loss was supposed to have been about equal,. That of the 
Americans was between three and four hundred in killed, wounded» and 
taken. Colonel Smallwood was amon<^ the wounded. 

General VVasliington continued in his lines, expecting to be attacked. Elis 
sick and bagga(j:r were removed intt) his rear. But a considerable part of 
the day having Ix i n spent in gaming the hill, which had been occupied by 
M*Dougal, all atLc]n})ls on hin intrenohments were postponed until the next 
moniing; and the ^vllol(; ])i itii>li aniiy lay on their arms the following night, 
in order ui baltle, and on the ground they had taken during the day. 

This intmal was employed by Greneral Washington in strengthening his 
works, removing his sick and baggage, and preparing, by chan^ng the a^ 
ran^ment of hu troops, for the expeeted attack, fius left mamtained its 
position, but his right was drawn hack to stronger ground* Peroeiving this, 
and unwilling to leave any thing to hazard, Howe resolved to postpone fiir> 
ther offensive operations, until Lord Percy should .arrive with four battalicms 
from New York, and two firom the post at Mamaroneck* This reinibrcer 
ment was received on the evening of the 30th, and preparstbos were then 
made to attack the American intrenohments the next morning. In the night 
and during the early part of the succeeding day, a violent rain fell, which 
indncrd a furtlicr postponement of the nssaulr.* The ]irovisious and heavy 
ba<:<:;;ige being now removed, and appreh(3nsions being entertained, that the 
BriLish genertil, whose left wing extended along the height tak^en from 
M'Dougal, to his rear, might turn his camp, and occupy the post tu \\ hich 
he designed tu retreat, if an aitenipt on his lines should terminate unfortu- 
nately. General Washington changed his position in the night, and withdrew 
to the heights of North Castle, about five miles from A¥hite Plains* At the 
same time he dejtached Beat's brigade to. take possessicm of the bridge on 
Croton river, a few miles in his near^ and over which. is the road leading up 
the Hudson. 

This position was so strong, that an attempt to force it was deemed isip 
prudent. General Howe, therefore, gave a new direction to his efforts. t 

XIV. The anxiety to preserve, if possible, the navigation of the Hudson, 
above King^s Bridge, had induced the American gencru to maintain the posts 
of Forts Washington and Lee, on cither side of that river. They essentially 
checked the movements of General Howe, w'ho justly decnird the complete 
possession of York Island an obiVrt of too much importance to be hug* r 
neglected. He, therefore, directed (jienernl Knypliaiisen to cross the coun- 
try from New Rochelle, and to take |missi ssinii ni Kiti«r's Bridge, where a 
small party of Americans were stationed in Fort Independence. This was 
effected without opposition; — 4he Americans retiring to Fort Washington, 
and Knyphausen encanxping between that place and King's Bridge. 

In the, mean time, Howe broke up his camp at White Plains, and marched 
to Dobbs* Ferry, whence he retired slowly dk>wn the North river, towards 
King^s Bridge. The American general was immediately aware of the de- 
sign against Fort Washington, and the Jerseys; hut, apprehending that his 
adversary might return suddenly, and endeavour by a rapid moyement, to 
execute the original plan (^'getting in his rear, he observed (pat cautioB, 

*OeiitniHowo*slsttsr. , t Ibid, 
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and maintained his position, uBtil assured that the movement towards King's 
Bridge, was not a feint. 

On the movement of the British army towards New York, General Wash- 
ington perceived the ncccessity of throwing a part ol" his t roups into New- 
Jersey, should Howe design to change the scene of action. A council of 
war, therefore, wasimmedmtely called, (November M,} which determined, 
utuuiinioosly, should Howe eontiiiue his march, that all the troops-raised oa 
the west side of the Hudson, should cnos^tfaat river, to be afterwards follow* 
ed, if necessary, by those raided oH the easterQ part of the oontuieot; and 
thfittt, for the preservation of the highlands, about the North river, three 
thottsai^ should be stationed at Feck's-kiU, and in tiie passes of the 
momtains* 

General Washington addressed a letter to Governor Livmgston, advising 
him of the movement then making, and expressing a decided opinion that 
Gr rujral Howe would not content himself with investinir Fort Washington, 
but would invade the Jerseys. He urged the governor to put the militia in 
condition to reinforce the continental army, and to take the place of the new 
levies, a term designating a body of men between militia and regulars, 
mised to serve until the first of December, who could not be depended on to 
continue witli tiie army one day longer than the time for which they were 
engaged. He also pressed, very earnestly, the removal of all the stock, and 
otfier provisions, of which iAib enemy might avail himself, Iroin the sea-coast, 
and the neighbouHiood i>f New York. 

Inunediafe intelligence ihis movetoient was likewise given to General 
Greene, who commanded in the Jerseys; and his attention was partieularly 
pointed to Fort Washington^ He was -advised to increase his magazines 
about Princeton, and to diminish those near New York; ss experience had 
demonstrated the difficulty of removing them on the advance of the enemy. 
Some apprehension was also entertained, that Howe would attempt to cross 
at Dobbs' Ferry, and envelop the troops about Fort Lee, as well as those in 
Fort Washington. Of this, too. General Greene was n dvised, and thereupon 
drew in his parties from about Amboy, and. posted a body of troops on the 
heights to df'tr ntl the passage at Dobbs' Ferry. 

On the l^iih of November, General Washington crossc^d the North river, 
with the selected portion of the army, leaving the eastern regiments under 
the command of General Lee, with orders, also, to cross the river, should 
G^Kral Howe efiect it; but in the mean time, to assume the strong grounds, 
faehiiMl the Groton, at Fine Bridge^ 

* Discretionary- orders had been given to General Grtene, to abandon Fort 
Wadiington, but which, for the reasons already stated^ he delayed to exe- 
cute. This.fort was on a high piece of ground, near the North river, very 
difficult of ascent, especially, on the northern skie. It was capable of con* 
taHdng about ^ Ijiousand men; Init the lines and out- works, chiefly on the 
southern side, were drawn quite across the island. The position was natu- 
rally strong, the approaches difficult, and the fortifications, though not suffi- 
cient to resist heavy artillery, were believed oRpable of sustaining any at- 
tempt at storm. The garrison containing some of the best troops of the 
American army, was conunanded by Colonel Magaw, a brave and intelli- 
gent officer. 

Greneml Howe, who had retired slowly from the White Plains, encamped 
at a small distance from King's Bridge, on the heights of Fordham, with his 
right towards the North river, and his left on the Brunx. Detachments 
fiom his army having previously taken possession of the ground about West 
Chester, works were erected at Haerlem creek, to play on the opposite 
works of the Americans, and every preparation being nwdb for an assMilt, 
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the garnsoa was sniniouiKd (on the 15th of Noveinlxr,) to surren(ier on 
pain of being put to liie swprd. Colonel Magaw replied, that he should de- 
tod the place to tiie last extremity. The summoiiB was immediately com* < 
minicated to Genend Grottne) at Foft Lee, and fay bun to the ooimnaiider* 
a^chieft then at Hackenaacfc* Ileiimnediately lodetn PortLee, aadtlmigh 
late in the night, was proceeding to Fort Washington, where he eipecledft) 
find Oeneiab Putnam and Gxeene, when» in cfoning the river, he met Iheie 
iMffioers, returning from visiting that poet They Teported that the ganimi 
was in high spirits, and would make a gQod defence; on nlfbicb, he fetaned 
with them to Fort Lee. 

Early next morning, Colonel Magaw posted his troops partly in the outer* | 
most Unr5J, partly ^H-tweoii those lines, on the woody and mrky heights, | 
fronting Haerlem t iver, wlirre the ground bein^j rxtrrmrlv difficuU of ftsr^nt, , 
the works were not closed; and partly on a commaiidirii: hill, lying north of 
the fort. Colonel Cadwalader, of Pennsylvanin, ronuTiatKicd in thf^ lines, i 
Colonel Rawlings, of Maryland, on the hill towards ]\ini('s Bridge, whsK 
his regiment of riflemen was posted among trees, and Colonel Magaw, him* { 
sell", m the fort. ' - ! 

The strength of the place did not deter the British flenerai from attemptiiig 
Id carry It by sloinw A deaiiiaio save time, at this me season of the year, 
ifBB ttie principal indnoement to this determniation* Ahout ten o'clock, tte 
assailantB appeared before the worki^ and moved on to the4unBnk in foot ; 
quarters. Hieir first division, consisting of two columns of Hessisiw snl 
.Waldeckers, amounted to abcMt- five thousand men, under ihe cansnand of 
Genf»'al Knyphausen, advanced on the north «de of the fort against the bill i 
where Colonel Rawlings commanded, who received them with great gal* 
lantry. The second, on the east, consisting of the first and second battalions j 
of Ih'iti'^h lifjbt infantry, nrid two battalions of guards, wa«^ !ed on by Hrirni- ! 
dier-;^cnrTal M.uhews, supj>orted by Lord Cornwallis, at the linad of ih' 
first and scx^ond battalions of grenadiers, and the thirty-third regiineui. 
These troops crossed Mae r 1cm river, in boats, under cover of the artillery 
planted in works whirti luid been erected for the purpose, on the opposite 
side of the river, and landed within the third line of defence, winch crossed 
the island. The third division was conducted by Lieutenant-colonel Stirling, | 
who passed the river higher up ; and the fourth, by Lord Percy, acoompa- 
Hind hy- General Howe, in person* This division was to atodk the lion in 
front, on the south side.* ' ' 

The attacks on 4he north, and south, by General IQiyphaussn, and Lord 
Fisrcy, were made about the same instant on Colonels Rawlings and CW* 
walader, who maintained their ground for a considerable time ; but wkie 
Cokmel Cadwalader was engaged in the first line f^mst Lord Percy, on 
the souths the second and third divisions, which had crossed Haerlem river, | 
made good their landing, and soon dispersed the troops fronting that nVr, 
as well as a detnchmrnt Fcnt hy Colonel Cadwalader, to support the::!. 
These being overpowered, he deemed it necessary to abandon the lines, and 
a retreat was commenced towards the fort, which, being corulucttv} with con- 
fusion, a part of bis men were intercepted bv the divisiot^ under Cdonel 
Stirlinir, and made prisoners. The resi sinner on the north, was conducted j 
with more courage, and was of longer duration. Ilawlings maintained his 
ground with firmn^, and his riflemen did vast execution. A three gun 
battery, north of the ibrt, also played on Knyphausen, with miK;b eM> 
The Germans were repulsed several tinMs with preat loss; and, hsd evefjr 
odier part of the action been equally well maintained, the assnilaatB, flto* 

* Gsosnd Howe'slstlMr. 
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maiely successtui, would have had iiuich reason to deplore their victory. At 
length, by dint of perseverance and numbers, the Hessian columns gained the 
summit of the hill; after which, Colonel Rawlings, perceiving the daager 
which threatened his rear, reti*eated under tlie guns oi' the Ibrt. 

Having qarried the lines, and all the strong ground adjuuimg them, the 
BriUah general again aammoned Cctoiel Magaw to Btmeoder* While the 
capitulation was progress'mg^ Genefal Waafaii^ton sent him a biltet, request- 
ing him to hold oul until tl^ evening, when he wonld endeavour to Mag off 
the garrison i but Magaw had already proceeded too fiur to letiact; and it h 
probable the place could not have resisted an assault from so formidable^ ^ 
Kxvoeaa threatened it on every aide. The most essential dilHculties had been ' 
ovdoome: the fort was too small to contain all the meni and their "amnuni- 
tion was nearly exhausted* Under these circumstances, the garrison but* 
xendored prisoners of war. 

The loss on this occasion was the greatest the Americans hnj] siTstaincd. 
The garrison was stated by General Washington, at about two thousand 
men; yet, in a report published as from General Howe, the number of pri- 
soners is stated at two thousand six hundred, exclusive of officers. Either 
General Howe must have included in his report, persons who were not sol- 
diers, or General Washington, in his letter, must have comprised only the 
regulars. The last conjecture is most probably correct. The loss of the 
iMiailanta is variously staled, at fjom eight to ^9ven hundred men. It fell 
lieaviestoa the Germans. . • . 

XV* The surrender of Fort -WashingtaD, induced a detenuinalion to 
crracuate Fort Lee;' and a removal of the stores to the interior of Jmey^ 
inmiedjafely, commenced. But pn the liMh of November, before this could 
. be completed, a det^hment of the enemy^ commanded by Lord Cornwallis, 
amounnng to about six thousand men, cxossed the North rivers below Dobbs' 
Ferry, and endeavoured by a rapid march, to enclose the garriscn between 
the Hudson and the Hackensack rivers. The safety of the garrison required 
its instant withdrawal from the narrow neck of" land, which wns with p^reat 
difficulty elTected, by a bridge ovt i' the latter river. With Fort Lee, all the 
heavy cannon, except two twelv(^ prumders, together with a large quantity of 
provisi(i!i3 and military biore.s, 11 mto the hands of the enemy. The Yf&at 
of waguiis rendered this loss inevitable. 

Atler crossing the Hackensack, General Washington posted his troops 
along the western bank ,• but he could not defend it with an army of only 
three thousand efl^tives, exposed, without tents« to the inclement season 
which already prevailed^ in a level country without an entrenching tool, and 
among people no wise zealous ibr the American cause; and being stiti en- 
eloped by two' riven, the Hackensack and Ptosaic, his position was, thereby, 
HBBdered more dangerous. This gloomy condition was not cheered by the 
'prospect of the futures. No rdlianoe could be placed on reinfimsements ftom 
any quarter. The general made everjL exertion to collect an army, and in 
the mean time to impede, as much ad possible, the progress of the enemy* 
General Carleton having retired from before Ticondcroga, he directed Ge- 
neral Schuyler to hasten to his assistancp, ihc troops of Pennsvh'ania and 
New .Icrsey. But the march was long, their term ot sf Tvic(3 nearly expired, 
and they rt fwsed to re-enlist. General Lee was directed (n cross the North 
river, and hold himself in readiness, if the enemy should continue the cam- 
paign, to join the commander-in-chief; but his army, too, from the same 
Iktal cause, was mdting away, and would soon be totally dissolved. Gene- 
ral Mercer, who coaimaiided part of the flying camp stationed about Bergen, 
was called in, but these troops had engaged to sme^ only, untQ the first of 
December, and like otiier six raonlha* meiit had abandoned the army in great 
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Dtimbers. No hope existed of retaining the remnant, ailer they sliould 
possess a legal ri^ht to depart. 

Under Umm ciicumrtancee, 
fending the Hackeosack* A show of misUuioe was momentarily preserved, 
with.a view of ooverinff the few etoree wUch oodd be removed* - Genend 
Washington, with Beal% Heard's, and part of Ir?ina*s hrigedes, crossed at 
Acquackanonck Bridge, and took post at Newark, on the south side of the 
Psssaic. Soon afler he had marched. Major-general Vaugfaan, at the hesd 
of the British dragoons, grenadievs, and light infantry, appeared befeie the 
new bridge over Hackensack, and the American detachment in the rear being 
wholly unable to defend it, oouM only break it down, and retire before bim 
over the Passaic. 

General Washington having entered tho open count i v, h;ilted for a few 
days, to endeavour to collect such a force, as inifrht |tn s* r\ ( ilic semblance 
of an army. The better to eflcct this, he despaicliLd uenerai iMidlin to Penn- 
sylvajiia, where lin possessed great influence, and Colonel Joseph Reed, his 
adjutant-general, long known and highly valued iu New Jersey, to Governor 
Livingston, to press upon him the absolute and immediate necessity of 
making further eiertione to prevent the whole stale from being ovemm* 

In this perilous state of things, he fmmd it neoeasary to dsfach CSokNiel 
Fomian of the New Jenegr militia, ttf suppress an insunection wbkh direit- 
ened to break out in the county of Monmouth, where great numbers were 
well disposed to the royal cause. Nor was this the only place from wMch 
there was reason to expect the enemy might derive aid. Such an indispoa- 
tion to Anther resistance began to be manifested throughout the state, as to 
excite serious fears respecting the conduct which might be observed wImd 
Lord Comwallis should penetrate further into the country.* 

Unable to make etfective resistance, as thn British crossed the Passaic, 
General Washington abandoned his position behind it; and on the 28th of 
Noveirilx r, as Lord Comwallis entered Newark, he retreated thence to 
Brunswick. The time had now come, (December 1,) when the Maryland 
and Jersey levies in the flying camp, became entitled to their discharge, and 
he had the extreme mortification to behold his small army, still more en- 
feebled by the abandonment of these troops almost m sight of an advancing 
enemy. The Pemlsylvama militia of the same class had engaged to serve 
until the first of January; but so many of them desertedt that it becsme oe* 
oeasary to place guards on the roads and ferries over the Delaware to appfe* 
hend me fugitives. 

From New Brunswick, the commander-in-chief, again, urged upon Gover> 
nor Livingston, that the intention of the enemy was, to pass through New 
JefSity to Philadelphia, and that some efficacious measures should be adopted 
to call out the strength of the state to his support, and its own defence. But 
it was not in the power of tho governor to furnish the aid required. The 
Lcrrislaturc, which had removed from Princeton to Trcnfnn, nnd frnm Tren- 
ton to Burlington, had now adjourned, and the members iuid returned to their 
home?! to protect their own more peculiar interests. The well afiected part 
of the middle counties was overawed by the British ami} . The lower coun* 
ties were haunted by torics, or paralyzed by then- non-combatting Quaker 
population, and the militia of Morris and Sussex turned out slowly and re* 
luctantly.f Washington, also, again urged General Lee to hasten to Iw 
asnstance* 

The troops were continued in motion tea the purpose of concealing iheir 
weakness, and of retarding the advance of Comwallis, hy creuing an opinion 

.« Maipbs]]» Wash. Lstt. t Ibid. 
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tba^ the Americans meditated to attack him; but as the British van came in 
view, and approached the opposite side of the bridge, he was compeUed to 
quit New Bnmsvick. Leaving Xiord Stirling in Princeton with two brigades 
from Viiginia and Delaware, amounting to twelve hundred men, to watdi the 
enemy, he continued hiis march with the residue of the army to Trenton*' 
Directions had already been given to collect and place under sufficient guard, 
all thjS. boats on the Delaware, from Philadelphia upwards, for seventy miles, 
so that a hope might be reasonably entertained that the progress of the ene- 
my would be stopped at this river ; and that in the mean time, reinforcements 
might arrive, which would enable him to dispute its passage. Having, with 
great labour, transported the few remaniuig military stores and baggage over 
the Delaware, he determined to remain as long as possible with the. small 
force which still adhered to him on the northern banks of that river.* 

This retreat into, and through Acw Jersey, was attended with almost every 
drcumstance that could embarrass and depress the spirits. It commenced 
immediately alter the heavy loss at Fort Washington. In fourteen days 
after that event, the whole flying camp claimed, its discharge, and other troops 
also^. whose engagements tenmnated about the same time, daily deparfad* 
The t^o Jersey regiments which, had been forwarded by General Qates, 
under General St* Clair, went ofi* to a man, the moment they entered their 
own state. A few offiqers without a single private, were all of these regi* 
ments which St. Clair brought to the commander-in-chief. The troops who 
were with Washington, .mostly of the garrison of Fort Lee, were without 
tents, blankets, shoes, and the necessary utensils to dress their provisions. 
In this situation, the general had the address to prolong a march of ninety 
miles, to the space of nineteen days. During his retreat, scarce an inhabit- 
ant joined him, whilst numbers daily flocked to the royal ai'my, to make 
their peace, and beg protection. On I lie one side, was a well appointed full 
clad army, dazzling by its brilliance, and imposing by its success^ on the 
other, a lew poor fellows whose tattered raimtini but too well justified the 
soubriquet o£ ragamuffins," witli which the sneering torics reproached them, 
fleeing for their safety. The British commissioners issued a proclamation 
oonmumding all persons assembled in arms against his Majesty ^s government, 
to disband and return to their homes; and all civil officers to desist from thcqr 
tieasonable practfces, and to relinquish their, usurped authority. A iull par- 
don was o^red to all, who within sixty days would appear before an officer 
of the crown, claim the benefit of the proclamation, and subscribe a declara^ 
tion of his submission to the royal authority. Seduced by this proclamation, not 
only the ordinary people shrunk from the apparent fate of the country in this 
its murkiest hour, but the vapouring patriots who sought office and distinction 
at the hands of their countrymen, when danger in their service was ^'«t flnt, 
now crawled into the British lines, humbly craving the mercy of their con- 
querors; and wliined out, as justification, that thonf.di they had united with 
others, in seeking a constitutional redress of L';ri( vaiK C-^, they approved not 
the measures lately adopted, and were at all times opposed to independence.f 

General W asliington having secured his baggajre and stores, and finding 
Cornwallis pause at Brunswick, he, on the 6th of December, detached twelve 
hundred men to Princeton, in hope, that by appearing to advance, he might 
not only delay the progress of the British, but in some degree, cover the 
country and re-animate the people of New Jersey. 

XVL The exertions of General Miffiui, though making littiie impreasioii 

* Marshall. U ■ ♦ ' 

t Dr Rnnisny has given to political infamy, the names of Galloway and Allen,, of 
PennsylYania, ka might have added those of Tucker, and otlterB,of New Jersey. 
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on the state of Pennsylvania at large, were highly successful in Philadelphia. 
A large proportion of that city, capable of baring arms, had aasociated for 
the^ de^oe of the country; and fifteen hundred now maiclied to Trenton* A 
Qennan battalion was also ordered by Oongreaa to the same place. On le* 
oetving this reinfiwoenient, Washington commenoed his much to PrinoBim; 
hut before he could reach it, he received intelHgeDce that Lord Cornwallis, 
also^ strongly reinforced, was rapidly advancing firom Brunswick by difl^rent 
routes to get into his rear* Thus a retreat even across the Delaware* beoams 
indispensable. 

On the Rth of December, having secured the boats, and broken down the 
bridges on the r(»nds fmding along the Jersey shore, he posted his nrmy on 
the western bank m such a manner, as to observe the turds by winch the 
enemy must pass. As thf^ American rear guard crossei^ the riv( r, the British 
array came in siL'ht. The mum body hatted at Trenton, whence detach- 
ments were thrown <>ut above and U low, so as to render uncertain where 
they might attempt to pass. Small parties, uiiiiii|>eded by the people of the 
country, reconnoitred the river for a considerable distance. If the British 
general as reported, had brought boats with him, it would have been impos- 
sible tot Wash'mgton, with bis Mnall force, to prevent the passage. . From 
Bordentown^ (bur miles below Trenton, the Delaware turns westward, and 
ibrms an acute angle with its upper cour8e» so that CQinwallis mi^ht crasB 
high up and be as near niiUidelphia as the American aimy. For this reaaonf 
1/l^tthingtbn advised, that lines of defence should be drawn from the Schuyi* 
kill about the heights of Springetsbury, eastward to the Delaware, and Gen- 
eral Putnam was ordered to superintend them. General Mifflin^ who had 
just returned to camp, wn;; again despatched to the city to take charge of the 
numerous storr's it contained. 

Cornwallis made some unsuccessful attempts to seize a number of boats, 
guarded by Lord Stirling, about Coryelfs Ferry ; and haviiiii n [juired the 
bridges below Trenton, advanced a strong detachment lo l^ordrntown, de- 
monstrating the design of crossing the river at points above and below 
Trenton, and to march in two columus, directly, to Philadelpliia; or com- 
pletely to envelope the American army. 

To counteract this plan, some galleys were stationed, so as to comniuoi- 
eate the earliest intelligence of movem^to bdow, and to aflbfd aki in repd- 
ling an attempt to cross the liver, whilst the commander-in-chief made other 
dispositions to prevent the passage above, whidi, he believed^ the roal object 
of the enemy. Four brigades under Generals Lord Stirluig, Merper, 1^ 
phens, and De Fenhoy, were posted from Yaidley's to Coryell's Feny, m 
such manner as to guard every suspicious point of the river, and to assist each 
other in case of attack* General Irvine, with the Pennsylvania remnant of 
the flying camp, and some Jersey militia under General Dickenson, were 
posted from Yardley-s down to the ferry opposite Bordentown. Colonel 
Cadwalader, brother of him tnVon at Fort Washington, with the Pennsyl- 
vania militia, occupied the ground on either side of the Neshaminy a*? fn i- as 
Dunk's Ferry, where Colonel Nixon was posted with the third Pliiladelphia 
battalion. Precise orders were given to the com; ii;in( ling officer of each de- 
tachment for his conduct, directing his route in case he should be driven 
from his post, and the passes he should endeavour to defend, on his way to 
the high grounds of Germantown, wiicre the army was to rendezvous li 
forced from the river. 

in the -mean time, General Washington continued his exertkms to «]0> 
ment his army. Expresses were sent through the counties of Pennsylvania, 
and to the govetnments of Delaware and mry]and» urgins them to forward 
their nulitia without delay. General Bfiffluii whose popuhtf eloquence had 
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been most sei viceable, was again dirrTfed to repair immediately to the neigh- 
bourmg counties, and Congi*ess declared it fA'thn highest importance, that he 
should make a progress through the state ui' Pennsylvania, to rouse its fn^- 
men to the immediate defence of the city and country; naniini; a committee 
to assist him in the good and necessary work. General ArnLsUung of Penn- 
sylvania, was, at the same time, despatched by General Washington, into 
Ibat part of the state, where he possessed most influence. In tiic hope of 
tbus oUainii^ adequate foroe, even for ofl&nsive operations, General Heath 
was called mm Peck's^h^, and General Gates ordered on with r^lars of 
the northein army. 

' XVII. Although General Lee had been fiequently directed to join the 
eoinmandef*in-chief, he tardily obeyed, manifesting a strong disposition to 
main his sepairate command, and rather to hang on, and threaten the 
rear of the British army, than to strengthen that in their firont. With this 
view, in opposition to the judgment of Washington, he proposed to establish 
himself at Morristown. Again urged to march, still declaring his opinion in 
favour of his own proposition, he proceeded, reluctantly, towards the Dela- 
ware. Whilst passing through Morris county, near Baskingridgo, at the 
distance of about twenty miles from tiie British encampment, he, very indis- 
creetly, quartered, under a slight guard, in a house about three miles from his 
troops. Information of this circumstance was given, by a countryman, to 
Colonel Harcoui t, then, with a body of cavalry, watching his movements, 
who, immediately, formed and executed the design of seizing him* Early ui 
the morning of the twdfth of December, by a rapid maich, his corps reached 
Lee's quarteirs. The graeral, receiving no intimation of his approach, until 
the house was sunoimded, became a prisoner, and was borne* off in triumph 
to the British army; where, for some time, he was treated, not as a prisoner 
of war, but as a deserter from the British service. 

This misfortune made a painful impression throughout America. The 
confidence, originally placed in Greneral Lee, alike due to his experience and 
talents, had been increased by his success, whilst commanding the southern 
department, and by the conviction, that his advice, to which was asrrihed the 
operations in New York, which defeated the plans of General lL n\ c, would, 
if more closely followed, have prevented thf^ losses at Fort Washington and 
Fort Lee. No officer, save the commmaiidrr-in-chief, had so largt- a share 
of the confidence of the army and countr\ , and his capture was universuily 
bewailed, as the greatest calamity which had befallen the American arms. 

XVllI. General Sullivan, on whom the command devolved after the loss 
of Lee, promptly obeying the orders which had been given to diat officer, 
joined Washington, by the way of Pfaillipsborg, on the twentieth of Decem- 
ber. On the same day. General Gates arrived with ^me northern troops. 
By these and other reinforcements, the American army was augmented to 
isbout seven thouasnd eflfective men. 

Having failed to obtain boats for crossing the Delaware, the British gene- 
ral determined to dose the campaign, and retire into winter quarters. About 
four thousand men were cantoned, on the Delaware at Trenton and Borden- 
town, at the White Horse and JMount Holly; and the remainder of the army 
was distributed from that river to the Hackensack. Still, Washington be- 
lieved, that an attempt to gain Philadelphia would he made, should the ice 
become sufficiently firm to bear the army. He supposed, also, that one of 
the objects of General Howe, in covering so large a portion of New Jersey, 
was to impede the recruiting service. To counteract this, three regiments 
marching from Peck's-kill, were halted at Morristown, and united with about 
eight hundred Jersey militia, who had collected at the same place, under 
CMonel Ford, the whole being placed under the command of General Max* 
2F 
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weii of New Jersey. He had orders to wutch Iho motions of the enemy, to 
harass their marches, give intelligence of th*'ir uiovements, especially, oi 
such as might be made Irom Bruriiswick tow ards Princeton ox Trenton, to 
keep up the spirits of the militia, and to prevent the inhabitants firom going 
within the British li|M8« from making their submission, and takjag fiolecy 

t]0D8. 

Whilst these measures were, in progress* the eowmaiider-ai-cfaid' lahiNiicd 
to jjoaprstt upon Congress, the neoewity of still further eaeaitioiia to ffmn a 
pennanent armj, particularly, to increase ths cavalry » aitiHeryt and 
neers* and, also, to enlarge his own powm, which were incoinpelent to 

many cases that daily occurred. The moment was certainly one Of. fearful 
interest. The existing army, except a few regiments from Virginia, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, and New York, affording an effective force of about 
fiil(^n hundred men, would dissolve in a few days. New Jersey had, in a 
great measure, siibiniitrd, and tho militia of Pennsylvania iiad not displayed 
the alacrity which had been exju'ct* d ; and should the frost bridge the Dela- 
ware, it was to be dreaded, that General Howe would seize Philadelphia, 
and that its ca,pture. might induce the belief> that the contest had become 
desperate. ' ^ 

XIX, But even this deepest gloom had its ray of hope, — the first beam of 
a rising sua of unparalleled iSffightness. In Uie dispersed situation of tfaa 
British army, Geneial Washington perceived the opportunity of atriking a 
hlow which might retrieve the holy cause, in thet pubtic o{NnkD» and recover 
th^e ground he had lost* He formed the daurtng plan of attacking, at the apnd 
instant, all the British . posts on the Delaware. If suceesafiil in whole or in 
part, he would mae die impreasion mad^ hy his losses and relieal, would 
compel his adversary to compress himself so, as no l<Migcr to cover New 
Jersey, and would remove from Philadelphia thQ imminent danger which 
threatened it. The merit of having originally suggested this attack* may^ 
according to Dr. Gordon, be claimed for General Joseph Reed.* 

WashniL^ton proposed to rro'^s the river, in the mght, at M*Konky's Ferry, 
about nine miles above Trenton, with four thousand troops, under his own 
immediate command, assisted by Generals Sullivan and Greene, and Colonel 
Knox, of the artillery; to march down in two divisions, one by the river, and 
the other by the Pennington road, both leading to the town, — and tiiat they 
mig^t reach their destination by five o'clock of the next day, to pass them 
owx the river by twelve o^clock. General Irvine was directed to cma at 
the Tienton Perry, and tq 'secure the bridge below. ^ town, to prevwit the 
escape of any part o/£ the enemy by that rmd; and General GBawalader-to 
pass at Dunks' Ferry, and carry the post at Mount HoUy. It had hem de- 
signed to unite tlie troops engaged in fortifying the city of PhOadelphia, widi 
those of Bristol, and to place them under the command of Greneral Putnam; 
but there were such indications, in that city, of an insurrection in lavour of 
the royal cause, that it was deemed unsafe to withdraw them. 

The weather, on the night of the twenty-fifth of December, was very 
Severe; mingled snow, hnil, nnd rain, fell in great quantities, nnd so much 
tee was made in the river, that, the division passing at M'Konky's Ferry 
could not be gotten over, before thr^ o'clock, and it was near four, before 
the line of march could be taken up. As the distance by either road to 
Trenton was the same, it was supposed that each column would arrive there 
about the same time. Orders were, therefore, given to attack at the instant 
of arrival, and after driving in the out-guards, to press rapidly after them inla 
thelown^ so as to prevent the main body from forming. * 

* jQMon's Amsmsn BavohilioB, vol. ii. p. 30L 
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(Seaonil Wasfaiagton accompanied the upper column ; and arrived at the 
OUUpoflt 'on that road precisely at eight o^cIock. He immediately drove it in, 
and ia three minutes heard the discharge from the column on the river road. 
The picket guard kept up a fire from behind houses as they retreated, but the 
Americans followed with such ardour and rapidity, that they could make no 
stand. Coionei Rawle,* a c;nl!ant officer who commanded in Trenton, pa- 
raded his men, in order to meet the assailants. In the commencf mont of the 
action he was mortally wounded ; upon which his troops attPTDpfed to fde off 
from the right, and gain the road to I'niiceton. Washiiigt ii lijrcw a de- 
tachment in their front, and at the same time advanced rapidly on them in 
person. Being surroundedj and their artillery already seized, they laid 
down their arms, and surrendered themselves prisoners of war. 

UnfSMrtuoateLy, the quantity at Use lendered it iikiprae^ble for Genefal 
Irvme to execute the part of the plan allotted to him* He was unable to 
eron the.vtver; and of oonsequenoe t|ie lower road towards /Bordentown 
lemamed open. About five hundred men» among whom was a troop of 
ea?ali79 stationed at the lower end of Trenton, availed themselves of this 
OMumstance, and crossing the bridge in the commencement of the action, 
escaped. The same cause prevented General Cadwalader from attacking 
the post at Mount Holly. With infinite difficulty, he got over a part of his 
infantry; but it being impmcticaUe to transport the artillery, the infantry 
returned.f 

Although in consequence of the extreme severity of the mglit, the plan 
fiuled in many of its parts, the success attending that assumed by General 
Washington in person was complete. One tiiousand of the ( rieiiiy were 
made priiioiiers, and as many siands of arms, with six field pieces, were se- 
cured* About twenty of the enemy were killed, including officers. On the 
part of the Americans, two privates weie killed, two. frozen to death, and 
one officer, and three or ibiir privates, were wounded; 

Had the divincns of Geneiai Irvine and Cadwalader crossed the rtver, the 
British woidd, pffobaUy, have been swept from the banks of the Delaware^ 
■and Washington would have taken a position in the Jerseys.- But it was 
now deemed unadvisable to hazard the loss of the advantage already gained, 
and the general crossed the river ^ith the prisonen and stores be had taken. 

XX. The British commander waS greatly astonished by this unexpected 
display of vigour on the part of the American General. Knowing the en- 
feebled condition of his army, and the nxprctnlion of its immediate dissolu- 
tion, he li.id supposed the war almost at an end; and, probably, looked for- 
ward to II tj-iumph at Philadelphia, so soon as the river Delaware should be 
rendered pa&sable by frost, when this energetic a])parition, as if from the 
dead, awakened him from a delightful dream. He determined, though in the 
deptli of winter, to recxjmmence active operations; and Lord Cornwallis, 
who had retired to New York, for the purpose of embarking for Europe, 
susp^ed his departure and returned, to the Jerseys, In great force, for the 
purpose of regaining the ground whidi had been lost. 

Meanvrtnle, Count Dpnop, who commanded the troops posted hdow 

• Qaere? Rahl 

t Marshall. Wash. I^tt. rui-«^i 
t How practicable this would have been, appears from the following fkeL CoMasI 
Reed, who wu wHh the divinon of Cadwalader, passed the ftiry with the van of the 

infantry. Tic irmnediatoly despatched some trusty person'? to pxamine the sitnation of 
the troops at Mount Holly. The report made by his iiiessongers was, that theyhad 
looked into several houaes in which the soldiers were quartered, and had finmd the«, i 
generally, fast asleep, under the inflaence, aa was conceived, of the i^MtaonsUqaors 
they had drank the precedinfy day, whirh was Cliristnuui. That thWS tppSMSd tO be 
no appieheiunon of danger, nor precauiiona against it. 
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TVenton, learning the disaster which had befallen Colonel Rawle, imme- 
diately commenced his retreat by the road leadiiii^: to Amlx)y, and joined 
Gieneral Leslie at Princeton. The next day O ik ral Cadwaladcr took post 
on the Jersey shore, with orders to harass (hi ( ivmy if he could do so safely, 
but to put noli ling to liazard miw! be should be jonied by the continental bat- 
talions. General Miiliia now joiiicd General Irvine with a detachment of 
Pennsylvania imluia, amounting to about hftecu iiundred men, who were also 
ordered to cross the Delaware. 

XXV. Once more at the head of a force with which he might attempt 
aomething, the general-in-chief tesolved not to remain inactive* InSstkft as 
he was to the enemy, he yet determined to employ the winter in endeavour- 
huff to recover the whole, or the greater part of Jersey. 

With this view, he ordered General Heath, at Peck's-kill, on the North 
river, to leave a small detachment of troops at that place, and, with the Doain 
body of the New JSogland militia, to move into Jersey, and approach the 
British cantonments. General Maxwell was directed to collect the militia, 
to harass their flank and rear, and to attack their out-posts. Having made 
these dispositions, Washington agai?i rropsod the Delaware, with his conti- 
nental regiments, and took post at 'J'renton. Here hf^ exerted ail his influ- 
ence to prevail on the troops from New England, wlmse terms of service ex- 
pired on the last day of Do^oniber, to roritinu*^ duruig the ])re.sent exigency, 
and, with infinite difliculty, and a bounty of ten dollars, many were induced 
to re-enga^ for six weeks. - 

The British* were now (January, 1777) collected in force at Princeton, 
under Lord Comwallis, where some works were* Arown up ; and, as Aey 
advanced a strong corps towards Trenton, and knew that the troops firom 
New England were entitled to be discharged, it was justly e«pe(^ they 
would attack the American army. 

Generals Mifllin and Cadwalader, who lay at Bordentown and Cross- 
wicks, with three thousand six hundred militia, on the night of the first of 
January, joined the commander-in-chief, whose whole effective force, with this 
addition, did not exceed five thousand rnrn. 

Lord Cornwallis advanrod the next morning. About four o'clock in the 
afternoon, after somo slight skirmishing with a small party detached to 
Maiden iicnd to harass and delay his march, his van reached Trenton, while 
the rear was at Maidenhead, about half way between Princeton and Trenton. 
On his approach. General Washington retii-ed across tlie Assunpiak, a 
creek which runs through the town, behind which he drew up his army. 
The British attempted to cross at several places, hut the fiirds being guarded, 
they halted and kindled their fires. The American troops kindled t&ir ^ 
likewise, and a cannonade was kept iip on both sides until dark. 

The situation of Genml Wsshingtcn was, now, again eztmMily critioBl. 
If he maittlained his present position, it was certain that he would be attack- 
ed, next mornmg, by a force, in all respects, superior to his own; and the 
result would, most probably, be the destruction of his little army. If he at^ 
tempted to retreat over the Delaware, now covered with ice, which, in con- 
sequence of a few mild and foggy days, wns not firm ennnc^h to march upon, 
a considerable loss, perhaps a total deteat, would be sustained, hi any event, 
the Jerseys would once more be entirely in possession of the enemy; the 
public mind would again be depressed, recruiting be discouraged bv hi'^ ap- 
parent inrerionty; and Philadelpliia would a second time be in thf rrrasp of 
General Howe- It was obvious, that the one event or the other xvould deduct 
greatly from the advantages promised by liis late success; and, ii"it should 
not raider the American cause, absolutely, desperate, would very essentially . 
injure it* 
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XXII. In this state nf tilings, he formed the bold and judicions dfc^ifm 
of abandoning the Delaware, and marchincz; silently in the nigiii by a circui- 
tuous route, along tlie left flank of the British army, into their rear at Prince- 
ton, where he knew they could not be very strong. After beating them 
there, he proposed to make a rapid movciucnt tu iiruiiswick, wiioi-e their 
baggage and principal magazines lay, under a weak guard. 

A 'Council of war, having approved this plan, preparations were imme- 
diately made for itd executioii* As sooa aa it was dark^ the borage was 
removed akaaaly to Burlington; and about' one o^clock^ in the morning of the 
thud, after renewing their fires, and leaving their gu^s at the bridge and 
other paaaes over the Gxeek».the army decamped with perfect secrecy, tddng 
the Quaker road to Princeton. Here, three British regiments had encamped 
the preceding night, two of which commenced theur march early in the morn- 
ing to joia the rear of their army at Maidenhead. About sunrise,* when 
they had proceeded about two miles, they saw the Americans advancing on 
the left, in a direction which would enter the road in their rr ar. Thoy im- 
mediately faced about, and, repassing Stonybrook, moved under cover of a 
copse of woods tcAvards the Americans, whose van was conducted by Gene- 
ral Mercer. A sliarp action ensued, w hich, how ev er, was not of long dura- 
tion. The militia, of which the advanced party w as principally composed, 
soon gave ^va\^ and the few regulars attached to them were not strong 
epough to niaiiitam tlicir ground. While gallantly exerting himself to rally 
his broken troops, General Meroer was mortally wounded, and the van was 
entirely routed* . But the fortune of the day was soon chai^ged» The main 
body of the army, )ed by General Washington in person, followed dose in 
the rear, and attacked the ei^y with great spirit. Persuaded that defeat 
would irretrievably ruin the afiairs of America, he advanced in the very 
front of the battle, and exposed himself to the hottest fire of the enemy. He 
was so well supported by the same troops who^ a few days before, had served 
at Trenton, that the British, in turn, were compelled to give way. Their 
line was broken, and the two regiments separated from each other. Colonel 
Mawhood, who commanded that in front, nnd \vho, being, therefore, on the 
right, was nearest the rear division of t!i«" ai iDy under Lord Cornwallis, re- 
tired to the main road and continued his rtjuto to Maidenhead. The fifty- 
fifth regiment, which was on the British left, being bard pressed, fled, in con- 
fusion, across the fields and great road, into a back road leaduig between ^ 
Hillsborough and Kingston towards Brunswick. f The vicinity of the Bniish 
forces at Maidenhead, secured Colonel Mawhood from pursuit, and General 
Washington pressed forward to Princeton. The regiment remainmg in that 
place took post in the college, and made some show of resistance ; but the 
artillery being brought up, it was abandoned, and the grc^ater part of them 
were made prisoners* A few saved themselves by a precipitate retreat to 
Brunswick* 

In this action, upwards of one hundred of the British were killed, and 
near three hundred were taken prisoners* The loss of the Americans in 
killed was somewhatiess, but in this number was included General Meroer, 

* " The march of the army had been rendered much more expeditious, than it could 
otherwise have been, by a fortunate change of weatUor. On the evening of the 
second, it became execsrively cold, and the roads which had become aoft, ware ren- 
dered as hard as pavement." 

t "This account of the battle of Princeton varies, in some of its circumBtance«,'# 
especially in the manner of meeting the enemy, from that originally given. The } 
impers in po oae wion of the author do not state the rdatiTO aitiiation of the ajnties | 
when the action commenced. He is indebted for that information to n vory intelli- 
gent fnend, to whom he feels great (^ligation, which it gives him much giatificatton ^, 
to acknowledge." — Marshall. 
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a very valuable officer from Virginia, who hud served with the commander- 
in-chief in the war against the French and Indians, which terminated in 
1763, and was greatly esteemed by hiin. Colonels Haslett and Potter, 
braye and excellent officers from Delaware and Pennsylvania; Captain 
Neal of tbe AitUlery« Ci^ptaUi Fleming, wl^o on that day oomiiiaiiiddd tlie 
seventli Virgima cegiment, and &n 9mft vaiuaUe offioera, wen also amoi^ 
tlie slain* ' 

On Uie appearance of daylight,* Loid Comwallis ifiseovered that Ae 
American army had moved 43ff In the n^jbt» and'inimediately conceived the 
plan of Washlngloiu He was under ex^me apprehension (or Brunswick, 
' wheie .Were magazines of great value, witlk the military chest eoDtainu^ 
about seventy thousand pounds. Breaking up his camp, he commenced a 
rapid march to that place, for the pnr|>ose of affording it protection; and was 
close in the rear of the Amc^ncan iiimy Ix ibi e it could leave Princeton. 

XXllI. General Washington was agam m a very perilous situation. His 
«aiall army was exhausted with extreme fatigue. His troops had ]>ern 
without sleep, all of them one niglit, and some of them two. They were 
without biuiikeLs ; many oi thorn baiuluutcd, and otherwise thinly clad; and 
he was eighteen miles from his pomt of destination. He was closely pursued 
by an enemy, much superior in point of numbers, well clothed and fresh, 
and who nmst neoessaiily oome up with him befi»e he eouM aooomplidi 
lUs designs on Brunswick^ if any opposition sfaoidd there he nsde to him. 
He, thefefiae^wisdy* detapnnined to a|>^^ 

and breaking down.tiie bridges ov^ IfiUsloiie Creek, helweeft Prittoeton and 
Brunswick, he took the road leading up tbeoounteyto PI uckeninj where 
his troops were permitted to refresh themselves, and to take that rest which 
tfa^ so greatly required. Lord Comwallis continued his march to Bruni^ 
yfkikf wluch he reached in the course of that night. General Matthews, who 
commanded at that place, had been greatly filarmed; and while he took 
measures to defend himself, the? utmost industry, was used to remove the 
^inilitary ston s to a place of greater safety. 

The sufil rings of the American army had been so {▼roat, from the seve- 
rity of the season, and the active service in which they had been engaged; 

* The time when thia moYement of the American army was discovered by Lord 
Comwallis, is taken ftam the British aeeoimti. Ip tke Uutodl States it was inide»> 
«lood tlwt the firing towards Princeton gave him the first intimation of the skilftd 

manoeuvre of the preceding night. It was also generally said at the time, that in the 
preceding evening, when the British army reached Trenton, Sir William Kfskme 
urged aa inuaedtafte attack,- but Lord GoniwaUis^ was disposed to deftr it until llie 
next morning, aa his troops were fatigued hf ffaniv day's march finnn ^rmceton, and 
the Americans were so hemmed in by the Delaware, filled with ice, on one side, and 
Crosswick's Creek, which is navigable for sloops, in their rear, that a retreat, was 
impoaiiUe, and ha eonld make eare woik in the morning. ' To this obeervatioa, Sir 
W&fiam is said to have replied, " If Washington is the ^neral I take him to be, his 
Suny will not be found on its present ground in the morning." The author has lately 
leeeived this anecdote in a manner which induces him to think it worthy of more 
credit, than he' had supposed it to be entitled to, while he lecmved'it merely aa the 
Xeport of the day." — ^far^;haU. 

It is alf?n on additional proof of t Ju? soorocy with which thi? manrpuvre was exe- 
cuted, that Bume militia held ulllcerB who had retired into the rear, to get a good night's 
sleep, were, next mominf , abeololely unable to say, what had bemrnie of the Aawwe a a 
army." — I^d. 

t " A council was held cm horseback, and some gentlemen advised that he should 
file ofi tu the »ouihward. On crossing the Millstone river at Xinsvton, the guides 
vere dhreeted to take the road leading to the northward, through ftiUsborou^, bnt 

before they reached Somersnt rourt-hcusf', many of the infantry, worn out with fa- 
tigue, fastiiifT and want of rest, lay down and fell asleep by tli*' way. But the object 
of Loid Corawallis being to save Brunswick, he did not turu aaide to molest tho Ame- 
rican anny/WJUd. 
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their complaints, especially on the part of the militia, were so loud, their 
numbers were reducing so fast, bv returning borne, and by sickness, that 
General Washington found it irnjiracticriblo, Ibrthor to prosecute ofiensive 
operations. It was, therefore, deemed absolutely necessary to retire to Mor- 
Xistown, in order to put lus men under cover, and to give them some r( i>ose. 

The afiairs of Trenton and Princeton were represented, and cuiisidered 
as great victories. They were believed, by the body of the people, to evi- 
dence the superiority of their army, and of their general. The opinion that 
t^y were engaged in a hopeless contest, yielded to a confidence that proper 
eseitioiMi on thor part, would be cravnaed with tdtimate suooesB. 

Tins chaiige ql* opinioii idative to the isBue of the war, was accompanied 
with an essential change in oooduet; ami although the r^iinei^ recfuixed 
by Congreas were not 6ompleled>they were made much stronger than, before 
this happy re^ohitioii in the Ba^poOt Of public ad^ra, was wlieved to have 
been possible. 

XXIV* The firmness manifested by Congress throughout the gloomy and 
trying period W/hioh intervened between the loss of Fort Washington, and 
the battle of Princeton, gives the members of that period a just claim to the 
admiration of the world, and to the gratitude of their fellow citizens. Un- 
awed by the dangers which threatened them, and regardless of jxjrsonal 
safety, they did not for an instant admit the idea, that the independrnce they 
had declared was to be surrendered, and peace to be purchas* d by return- 
ing to their ancient colonial situation. As the BriUsii cirmy advanced through 
Jersey, and the consequent insecurity of I'hiladelphia rendered an adjourn- 
ment of Congress from that place to , one further removed Scorn the seat of 
war> a neoeasary measure of preoautioB^ their esertiona aaemed toinciease 
witb their difficulties. They sought to remove the despondence which was 
aeissing and paralyzing the puUic mind, by an address to the states, in which 
tfvery a^ummt was suggested which could lOUse them to vigorous action* 
Tliey made the most strenuous efforts to ^mmate the nuli^ and impel them 
to i£e field, by the agency of those whose |iopuIar eloqueace beat fitted them 
&>r such a service. 

When reassembled at Baltimore, their resolutions exhibited no evidences 
of confusion or dismay; and the most judicious' efforts were made, by col- 
lecting, as soon as possible, a xespectable nuiitary f<»ce, to repair the mis- 
chief produced by past erroi*s. 

Declaring, that in the present situation of things, the very existence of 
civil liberty depended on the right execution of military powers, to a vigorous 
direction of which, distant, numerous, and deliberative bod icy were entirely 
unequal, they authorized General Washington to raise sixteen additional 
regiments, and conferred ujpon him, for six months, powers for the conduct 
of the W ar, whbh wore ahnost unHmited** 

XXV. And that no doubt might be entertihied amop^ ^reign nations, 
and, particularly, in France^ whose aid theyweie solicitmg, Ck>ngre88 de» 
einmi their detenmnationi to listen to no terms founded on ttieir reaumption 
of the character of Britbh subjects: but trusting the event to Providence, and 
risking ail consequences, they resolved to adhere to the independence they 
had declared, and to the fraedom of trade they had proposed to all ipations. 
Copies of these resolutions were sent to the principal courts in Europe, and 
proper persons appointed to solicit their friendship to the new formed states. 
1!bfi6fi'< despatches fell into the hands of the British, and by them were pub- 
lished; a circumstance, by no means:, unacceptable to the Congress, who 
were persuaded, that an apprehension of an accommodation with Great 

* Marahall. 
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Britain, was a principal objection to the intprference of foreign courts, in 
what was represented to be no more than a domestic quarrel. A resokiTiun, 
adopted in the worst fortune, that Congress would listen to no terms ui re- 
union with the parent state, would, it was believed, convince those who 
wished for the dismemberment of the British empire, that it was sound puiicy 
to prevent the conquest of the United States. 

. XXVI. The favourable change in the affairs of the Americans, was in no 
niaoe do sensihiy felt as in New Jersey, where the people suffered all the 
Wiots wliich could flow from a lioetitioiis and aknost uniestndned soldiery* 
When tfaei royal army entered Jersey, the inbabitant89 .pretty generally, 
lemauied in their bouses, and many thousiOida leoeived printed proteetionsy 
signed by order of the British commander-in-chief. This event, in the lan- 
guage of Governor Livingston, enabled the patriots more effectually to 
distinguish their friends from tb^ enemies. It winnowed the chaff from the 
grain. It discriminated the temporizing politician, who, on the first appear- 
ance of danger, determined to secure his idol — property, at the hazard of the 
general weal, from the perseverinir patriDt, ^vho, having embarked his all in 
th(^ common cause, chose rather, to rmk, rather, to lose that all fi tr th*" pre- 
servation of the more inestimable treasure Liberty^ than to possess it upon the 
ignominious terms of tamely resigning his country and posterity to peri)etual 
servitude." But it did more, "It opened the eyes of those who were made to 
. believe that their impious m(irit in abetting the persecutors, would exempt tliem 
trom being involved in the common calamity."* Neither the procleunation 
of the GommissionerB, nor protections, saved the people from plunder, or inp 
suit. Their property was taken and destroyed wiUiout distinction of persons* 
They exhilMted their protections, but the Hessians could not read and would 
not understand them, and the British soldiers deemed it finul disgrace that the 
Hessians should be the only plunderers. Discontents and murmurs increased 
every hour with the ravages of both, which were almost sanctioned by ge» 
neral orders,'!' and which spared neither friend nor foe. Neither age nor sex 
protected from outrage. Infants, children, old men, and women, were lefl 
naked and exposed, without a blanket to cover them from the inclemency of 
winter. Furniture which could not be carried away, was wantonly destroyed; 
dwellings and out-houses burned, or rendered uninhabitable; churches, and 
other public buildings consumed; and the rape of women, and even very 
young girls filled the measure of wot;. Such miseries are the usual fate of 
the conquered, nor were they inflicted with If^ss reserve, that the patients 
were rebellious subjects. But even the w unji vviU turn upon the oppressor. 
Had every citizen been secured in his rights, protected in his property, and 
paid kfr his su|^liesi the Consequence might have been ftital to the cause of 
independence. What die earniost commendations of Congress, the zealoos 
exertions of Governor livingston^ and' the state authoritiest and the ardent 
supplications ^f Washington could not e^ct, was produoed by the rapuie and 
devastations of the royal forces* 
The whole country became instantly hostile to the invaders. Sufierers 
all parties rose as one man to revenge their personal injuries. Those who 
horn age and infirmities were incapable of military service, kept a strict 
watch upon the movements of the royal army, and £eom time to time, com- 

* 

• Livin^ton's Address to the Assembly, 28th February, 1777. 

i The orders of General Howe to Count Donop, directed that ^'all saitad nnil iiMlurf 
provinom, which may be judged to exceed the quantity n^eetaary for the eubiistenee 
of an ordinary family, shall be considered a magazine of the enemy, and eeised ler the 
Kinof, and given to the troops fts a saving for the public." Under snch an order, the 
pickling tuDs, and garners of every Jersey farmer became lawful prize; the captor 
being judge of fbe necessary quantity for the fiuiiily subetstence. 
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immioated in^rmation to their country men in arms. Those who lately de- ' 
dined all opposition though caUed on by the sacred tie of honour, pledged to 
each other iti the declaration of indepcndenoe^ cheerfully embodied, when 
they found submission to be unavailing for the security of their estates* This 
is not to be attributed wholly to the victories of Trenton and Princeton. In 
the very moment of these actions, or before the results were known, indi- 
viduals, ignorant of Washington's movements, concerted insiirrcctions to re- 
venge their peculiar injuries. The contest had its source in tlie unriuiitcous 
claim of tlie British statesmen, to appropriate the ])rop( rty ol' the colonists 
against their consent. It was reanimated by a new and direct application of 
the principle by the British armv. Men who could not aj)])rehend the con- 
sequences of British taxation, nor of AniericLin iadependeiice, could feci the 
injuries inflicted by insolent, and cruel, and brutal soldiers. The militia of 
New Jersey, who had hitherto behaved shamefully, from this time forward, 
generally, acquired high reputation; and throughout a long and tedious war, 
conducted themselves with spirit and discipline scarce surpassed by the regu- 
lar tcetops*^ In small parties they now scoured the country in every direc- 
tion, seized on stragglers, in several slight skirmishes behaved uncxccptionahly 
* well, and collected in such numbers as to threaten the weaker British postSt 
with the fate which those at Trenton and Princeton had already experienced* 
In a few days, indeed, the Americans had overrun the Jerseys. The enemy 
was f(3rccd from Woodbridge; GeiKral Maxwell surprised Elizabcthtown, v 
and took near one hundred jjrisoners with a quantity of bagi^age; Newark ' 
was abandoned, and the royal troops were conhned to New Brunswick and r. 
Amboy, judiciously selected for the double purpose of ajjain penetrating the , 
country, and of keeping up a safe communicalion with New York. Within 
four days after the allair at Princeton, between forty and filly VValdeckers 
were killed, wounded, or taken, at Springfield, by an equal number of the 
aame Jersey militia, which but a month before, had abandoned all opposition. ^ ' 
This enterprise was conducted by Colonel Spen cer, whose gallantry was re* ^ 
warded with the command of a regiment. "tDn 'ihe 20th of January, General 
Dickensoiiy with ahout fi>ur hundred militia, and iifly of the Pennsylvania 
riflemen, defeated near Somerset court-house, on the Millstone river» a forag- . 
ing party of the enemy of about equal number, and took forty wagons, 
upwards of one hundred horses^ and many cattle and sheep, which they had 
collected. They retreated so precipitately, that he made but nine prisoners, 
but many dead and wounded were carried off in light wagons. The general 
received much praise for his coin; lae and conduct; for though his troops 
were raw, he led them throiigli tlu; river middle d{M?p, and charged widi so 
niuch impetuosity, that tiie enemy, notwithstanding he had three held pieces, 
gave way and leit the convoy. About a month after this affair, Colonel 
Neilson of New Brunswick, with a d(;tachmcnt of one hundred and iilly 
militia, surprised and captured Miyor Stockton, (one of the numerous family 
of that name, who, from his treachery, was called ** double Dick,") at the 
head of fifty-nine privates, refugees, in British pay. 

The three months which fblldWed the battle of Trenton, passed away 
without any important military enterprise, t>ther than we have described. 
Major-general Putnam took post at. Princeton, in order to cover the country 
in the vicinity. He had only a few hundred troopB, though he was no more 
than eighteen miles distant from the strong garrison of the British at Bruns- 
wick. At one period, he had fewer men for duty, tlian miles of frontier to 
guard. The situation of ( Jeneral Washington at Morristown. wns not more 
eligible. His force was inconsiderable, compared with that of the British ; 

^ Ramsay. 
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but the enemy and his own oountiyiiien believed the oontmy* Their de* 
oeption 'was cherished and artfully continued by the specioaa pavade of a 
numeious army. The officers} in positions difficult of access, by a coDStanfc' 
communication with each otheryseoued themselves from insult and surprise. 

XXVI. While the enemy was thus surrounded, and harassed by an al- 
most imaginary army, whose parts disappeared at the Approach of atiy con- 
siderable force, but instantly presented tlicmselves when liial force retreated. 
General Wa^jhington came to the hazardous, but judicious, resolution, of de- 
livering himself and his iuture force from the dread of a calamity, which he 
could not elude, and which had been more fatal in bis camp, than the sword 
of the enemy. 

The small-pox, of all the agents of death, was the most painful and hideous. 
InociilatkiQ had not yet in America, stripped it of its terrors; nor ymsaam^ 
tica fendered it impotent* In despite of the utmost vigilance, it had pens^ 
tiated to the northern and middle armies, and impaired the strmigth of both. 
In the northern, especially, its havoc had been sp great> that \& delay, re- 
quisite to obtain the command of Lake Champlain, alone, prevented the Bri- 
tish army fifom reaching the Hudson. To neutralize the virulenoe of the 
pest, inoculation was now resorted to. With all possible secrecy, prepara- 
tions were made to give the infection to the troops in camp, at Philadelphia, 
and other places; and thus an army was procured exempt from a calamity^ 
the very f(;ar of which endangered the most important opcrritions. 

XXVII. The hostile spirit which now displajj^d itself m the State of New 
Jersey, was encouraged by a politic and humane proclamation, issued by the 
commander-in-chief, about the last of January, directed to those .who had 
submitted to, and taken protection from, the enemy ; dischargins^ the obliga- 
tions created by their oaths of allegiance to the king, and requiruig them to 
repair to head quarters, or to the quarters of the nearest general officer, and 
to swear allegiance to the United States, as-tfae condition of a ihll pardon. 
An act of Assembly, conceived in the same spirit, was passed a few 
months after. The beneficial efl^cts of these measures were soon visible. 
The people flocked in from every quarter, to take the oaths; but the Legis- 
lature could not, yet, be induced to pass an act, to l»ing the militia certainly 
into the field. 

XXYlll. Amid these testimonies of reviving patriotism, it is painful to 

record the crimes which were committed by American soldiers, and which 
were but too much encouraged by the heterogeneous organization of the 
army; for the correction of which, General Washington found it necessary, 
by proclamation, to prohibit, " both in the militia and continental troops, in 
, the most positive terms, the iniamous practices of plundering the inhabitants, 
under the specious pretence of their being tories. It is our duty," continued 
the proclamation, " to give protection and support to the poor, distressed 
inhabflants, not to multiply their calamities. Afler this oider, any oOlcer 
fand plundering the inhabitants, under the pretence of their being tones, 
may expect to be punished in the severest manner* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



1. Or|anizaUon of tlic New Jersey State Government— II. First Address of the 
Governor— Other principal Officers — Hi. Condition of tiie State at this period. 
rV . State of the Northern Department— Operations on the Lakes. — V. The Bri- 
tish seize Rhode l8la]id.--VI. Demonstnttion of General Heath, on Lonjr Island. 
— Condition of the American Army, in New Jersey— Skirmishintr.—Vll. Early 
effoTtM of Sir William Howe, to destroy the American MaL<"azines — Stores burned 
at Peck's-kill— at Danbury —VHl. "buccesstul enterprise of Colonel Meigs, 
against Stigg Harbour.— IX. Movements of General Waebinffton, on opening the 
Campaign— Rnjnoval of the Army to Middlel)rook— Disposition of the Troops. 
X. Operations of the Army under General Howe— Feint tocros? thp Delaware — 
Retreat from Hew Jersey— Returns, and attacks the American Army.— XI. Per- 
plexity of Waehington, caused by the Movements of the British Forees.— XII. Cap- 
ture of Major-general Prcscott, by Major Barton.— XIII. General Howe embarks 
for the southward— Measures of Washincton thoroon. — XIV. Attempt of Ooncral 
Snllivan) with Olonel Oeden, upon the Tories on Staten Island — XV. A rnval uf 
the British Army at Elk HtTer— ite Progfeee— Operations of the American Army — 
Battle of Brandywine. — XVI. Subsequent movement of the Armies. — XVII. Se- 
cond encounter of the hostile Armies — they are separated by rain. — XVHI. Af- 
fairs of Paoli.— XIX. The Britbh enter Philadelphia.— XX. Congress remove to 
Lancaster, thence to York — XXI. Attack and defence of the Fortifications on the 
Delaware — XXH. Battle of Gormantown. — XXHI. Operations in New Jersey.** 
XXIV. Further proceedin|» on the Delawai^e. — XXV. Repulse ol Count Don«^, 
from Fort Mercer.— XXVI. General Greene despatched to New Jersey.— 
XX VH. Capture of Fort Mifflin, and sbandonm cut of Fort Mercer.— XXVIIl. At- 
tempt of Grncral Dickenson on Staten Island. — XXIX. Amennn Army rein- 
forced.— XXX. Attacked at White Marsh, by the British.— XXX 1. The Ameri- 
«■& Army retires into Winter Qiiarters.^XXXIl. English nlans for the North- 
ern Campaign. — XXXIII. Condition of the American Nortnern Department. — 
XXXIV, Burgoyne captures the Forts on the Lakes, and disperses the American 
Army. — XXX v. Recuperative measures of General Schuyler. — XXXVI. Re- 
pulse of St. Leger, from Fort Schuyler^XXXVII. Defeat of Colonel Banm, 
at Bennington. — XXXVIII. Beneficial result of these fortunate Events. — 
XXXIX. Battles on tlie Hudson, and Capture of Burgnyno — XL. Movements 
of Sir Henry Clinton, in the Hitfhlaiids. — XLl. ElTect oi the Capture of Bur- 
goyne— at home and abroad.— XLlI. Congress refuse to exeeute the Aftieles of 

* CapituUtioii— their reasons. 

I. The first Legislature of independent N'ew Jersey, convened at Prince- 
ton, on the 27th of August, 1776. John ^Stephens was elected vice-president 
of the Council, and John Hart, speaker of the House of Representatives; 
and on the 3l8t of tlie month, William Livinnst jn, Esq., was chosen in joint ^ 
ballot, governor of the fiew State. This appointment removed him from a 
military command, at Elizabcthtown, alike incompatible with his years, his 
hthka, and his previous studies, to one, for which the employments of his life 
li^ admirably prepared him. On the first baUoty the votes were equally 
divided, between him and Richard Stockton; but oit the second, on the sue* 
<36ediiig day, he had a majority, of how many does not appear.* His rival, 

• • 

* Dr. Gordon, ^Hist. Revolution, vol. ii. p. 300,) says — " There was an eqiiai nam* 
bar of votes Ibr him and Mr. Stockton; but the latter having, just at the moment, , 

refiised to furnish his team of horses, for the service of the public, and the Lci^nslature 
OOTiing to the knowlcdg-e, the choice of Mr. Livingston took place immediately." — 
Mr. Sedgwick, in his life of Governor Livingston, very properly repudiates this rea- 
aen, and obeervea— ^' I tan told by a person formerly iatimsfte with John Cleve Symmes, 
at this time r rnei^ber of council, that he had oftfin sai^l between jest and earnest, 
* tbat he had made Mr. jUvinfSton governor.' Whether by this, is meant, that, on the 
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who, previous to the levolution, held a seat on the bench of the Suptenie 
Court, was named chief-justice, but he refused the office. Governor 
Livingston continued to fulfil the duties of the executive, from this period 
until his death, a space of fourteen years, being annually le-elected, either, 
unanimously, or by large majorities. 

II. His first address to the Assembly, displays that deep devotion to liber- 
ty, that religious confidence in final ntiraess, tliat iiicxtiiiiiuishablc hatred of 
British oppression, with that attention to alliiirs, which nnuie him one of the 
most etiicient agents of American deliverance. "Lei us, irrntlomen," so 
closes this earnest call for their warmest sympathy, and most vigorous exer- 
tions, in the American cause, " both by precept and practice, encourage a 
spirit of economy, industry and patriotism, autl that public integrity and 
righteousness, which cannot fail to exalt a nation; setting our faces, at the 
same time, like a Jlint, agamst that dissoluteness of manners and political 
corruption, which will ever be the reproach of any people* May the ibiiiida> 
tion of our infant State, be laid in virtue and the learof God — and the sopei^ 
structure will rise glorious, and endure for ages. Then may we humbly 
expect the blessing of the Most High, who dimdes to the nations their inhe- 
ritance, and separates ihc sons of Adam.* In fine, gentlemen, whilst we 
are applauded by the whoi(^ world, Ojr demolishing the old fiibric, rotten and 
ruinous as it is, let us unitedly strive to approve ourselves master builders, 
by Jl^ivinfT beautv, strength and stability to the ncw.""|" 

Tlie other principal ollicers chosen for the organization of the govern- 
ment were, John De Hart, ciiicl" justice, Samuel Tucker, second, and Francis 
Hopkmson, third justices, and .lonathan J). Scr<j;cant, clerk of the Supreme 
Court; Charles Petit secretary ot^ state, and Richard Smith treasurer. Mr. 
De Hail nCusing the olliceof chief justice, Mr. liobert Morris was appointed ; 
the place of Mr. Tucker upon his decUnation, was given to Isaac Smith, am i 
that of Mr« Hof^inson, on his aecqptanoe of the admiralty in Philadelphia, 
was filled by John Cleves Symmes; Mr* Sergeant refusing to act as derk, 
Bowes Reed was appointed. 

IIL The officers however, were continually changing, both military and 
civil; and for the services of the latter, there was at this period, but too little 
occasion. The campaign of 1776, was the most trying period of tlie war, 
and drew largely upon the ability and fortitude of the governor and other 
constituted authorities of the state. On the 15th September, the city of New 
York fell into the hands of the enemy. Two months were consumed by the 
hostile cirmies on the east bank of the Hudson. But when, on the 10th of 
November, the fall of Fort WashingU^n was followed by the pnssai^(> of the 
North river, by the British forces under Cornwallis, by the abandonment of 
Fort Lee, and the rapifl retreat of the American army, the scene of actioii 
was immediately transferred to the heart of New Jersey. 

Governor Livingston made the most strenuous exertions with the Assem- 
bly and with the people, to have the militia in the field to oppose the invading 
force. But it was not practicable to control the panic which had seized upon 
the mass of the population. The. barefooted, and almost naked continental 

final vote, Governor Livingston had only a bare majority, or that Mr. Syrames in- 
duced the adherents of Mr. Stockton to join thoso who were in favour of ois rivaly I 
doubt whether there are now any means of ascertaining.'* — ^p. 206. u. 
* Deut. xxxii. 8. 

t Votes of Assembly. From an expression in this pararrrapli, and his inflexible dis- 
position, the governor was. for some timo after this, known b}^ the name of Dr. Flint; 
and an anecdote is told of Mr. Ames, wiio, in some momentary confusion uf ideas, at 
a dinner in New York, where he met Governor Livingston^ aued Dr, FUntf whether 
the town of Trenton was well or ill diepoeed to the new eoiMtilptioD.— Ssi^^iotdk** 
LitingsUm, 207. 
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.•my, letDBating bdbie the well appointed battalions of the enemy, impaired 
the confideaoe of the people, not less in the commander-ia-chief, than in their 
own resources. The defenceless Legislature, with the governor at their 
head, removed from Princeton to Burlington, where they adjourned on the 

2d of December, each man retiring to his home, to take charge of his pecu- 
liar interests. There saircely remained a vestige of the lately coristitnted 
government, or any who owed it allegiancf?; and until the battle of Trenton, 
(25th December) New Jersey might have been considered a conquered 
country.* 

IV. Although the Americans had been driven from Canada, and the hope 
of its conquest, was, for the present abandoned, the defence of the northern 
dqMurtment of the United States was of the greatest importance. The pos^ 
jBession of lakes Champlain and George, by die enemy, might induce that of 
Albany and all the upper parts of the Hudson, and opening a iree communi- 
eaiioii between the northern British army, and that in New York, sever the 
eastern from the- middle and southern states, and encourage the royalists of 
th6 middle and upper country, who were numerous, to show themselves ill 
Ibroe. Under tliese impressions, such detachments were made from the ar- 
my under Washington, on the opening of the campaign of 1776, as to expose 
him to the greatest hazards. 

The northern department had been entrusted to General Schuyler, who, 
with higl) talents, pcxssessed great influence in the country. General Gates 
had b^n named to the? army in Canada, and though that army was now in 
the department of Schuyler, his senior officer, he still claimed the command. 
But Congress removed this difhculty l)y dec^laring, it was not their intention 
to place the former over the latter, ai^d recommending ihem to co-oj>erate 
hanoKmiously. 

When expelled from Canada, the* Americans had retired to the strong [yost 
of *Crown Pomt, at the south end of Lake Champlain, whither General 
Carleton, far want of vessels, was unable immediately to follow them. But 
this obstacle was removed by the incredible exertions, with which a consider- 
able fleet was built and equipped. General Schuyler, on his part, strenuously 
endeavoured to strengthen lijis little fleet, and to pre8er\'e the command of the 
lakes; but it was impracticable to obtain artillery, materials for ship building, 
or workmen, and Jiis force was consequently much inferior to that of the 
enemy. Its command was given to the intrepid Arnold, irom whom every 
thing was expected which conrage could pertbrm. 

The small pox, which had made such rax ncnjs in the precedmg campaign, 
still infected the army, and communicating itself to the reinforcements, ren- 
dered it necessary to stop many on their march : and n^ortality from this and 
other causes, induced the genenil officers in council, in the month of July, to 
resolve on evacuating Crown Point, and to concentrate their forces about Ti- 
conderoga, a strong jjost, twelve miles from the former- This measure, ap- 
parently unavoidable, gave great cha^n to Congress, who entertained hopes 
of extending their operations to lakes Erie, and &itario. 

The British, by the first of October, had upon the lake, a fleet carrying 
more than an hundred guns, navigated by seven hundred prime sailors, and 
conducted by Captain Pringle ; on board of which was General Carleton him« 
self* On the 11th it proofed to attack Arnold, then very advantageously 

* Tlic rnfo of Samuel Tuckor slron^-lv illuslralns the panic which prevailed among" Y 
some of the whig^s, on the invasion of the British. i:*residcnt of the convention which ' 
fbrmed the coastitiition of the State^Chainnati of the committee of safety, treaaitrer, / 
and eubsequeiitly, Judge of the Supreme Court, he took a protection of the Britiah, / 
and thufi renounced allegiance to tlie state, and vacated liis ofTices. Journal of AaiBeill« ' 
bly, 17th December, 1777, and votes passim. Hed^ioick's Livingston,209f*6ifi. 
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posted with a much inferior force, in the passage between the island of Vatt* 
eour, and the western main* The wind lavouring him, he was enabled to 
keep up the engagement for several hours, during which, his best schooner 

wns burnt, and another vessel was sunk ; but the enemy did not suffer less. 
Findin^r it iinpos.sib!<" to renew the action with hopes of success, Arnold made 
his escape during the wsht, and was the next morning out of view of liis pur- 
suers, hastening to obtain sIh Iter under the guns of the fort at Ticonde- 
roga. But the enemy came up with him at noon, and he was compelled, after 
a spirited resistance of two hours, and the loss of another of his ships, with the 
second in command on board, to run the greater part of his vessels on shore, 
a few leagues from Crown Point, where he landed their crews in safety. A 
pCHrtion of hn squadron passed Ciown Point, and escaped to Ticonderoga. 
Those run on shore he humed, to prevent their capture by the oonqueroiSb 
Grown Point was seized hy General Carleton, who advanced part of bis 
fleet into Lake George, within view of Tlcondeioga» and his army approaehel 
that place as if to lay siege to it. But afier reconnoitering^the works, 
observing the steady countenance of the garrison, whidi consisted of be* 
tween eight and nine thousand men, he concluded that it was too late in dis 
season to invest the fortress, and returned to Cajiada, placing his troops Ift 
winter queuters, and making the Isle aux Noix his most advanced post 
This retreat i-clieved the appreh^^nsions of the Americans, and enabled Gene- 
ral Gates, as we have seen, to run rch with a detachment of the northern 
army, to aid the commander-in-cliief nn \hr Dekware. 

V. With the view of making his power luorc extensively felt, and of im- 
peding the march of the troops about to be raised in New KurHand, for the 
reinforcement of the army of General Washington, General Howe despatch- 
ed an expedition consisting of a land force of three thousand men, under Sir 
Heniy Clinton, and a fleet commanded by Sir Peter Parker, to take posses- 
aiion of Rhode Island, which was accompliriied ahout the last of NcivemBer, 
without material opposition* This diveraion was eflbotive in its main object! 
and the English derived permanent advantage, and the Americans sustained 
lasting inconvenience, from their possession of this post. The last were de> 
prived of a harbour, admirably adapted to serve their maritime expeditioOS> 

VI. With these condse notices of events in the northern and eastern ^ise- 
tioDS of the country, we proceed to a more particular detail of those in New 
Jersey and the neighbouring states. Whilst Philadelphia was supposed to 
be in imminent danger, the militia of New England, in considerable nifrn- 
bers, had been ordered to the Delaware; an l rdthough many were detamed 
by the invasion of Rhode Island, a few regiments reached the camp of Gene- 
ral Heath, upon the North river, where they were arrested by the order of 
the commander-in-chief, for the purpose of making a diversion on (he side 
of New York. The army in New Jersey, with the detachment to Rhode 
Island, ii was supposed, had greatly reduced the British force in the city. 
About two thousand men were in the neighbourhood of King's Bridge, and all 
the* other troops on the island were not estimated at a greater number* On 
Long Maiul, it was said, there was only Delancy's brigade ofAmerieaa 
loyalists, amounting to less than one thousand men. Under these eircum- 
stances, it was presumed, that the New York and New Jersey militia m^fat 
^rm a respectable army, with which General Heath might alarm, and, per* 
haps, more than alarm that important post* He was directed to approach 
King's Bridge, to carry off" the forage and provisions with which the enemy 
might be supplied, and if circumstances should justify, to attack the forts 
which guarded the entrance into the islnnd. In such event, It wns nntlcipated, 
that fears for New York would induce General Howe, pifhrr to al)rin(]on the 
Jerseys eo(tireiy, when his troops would suflfer extremely through the winter, 
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for (onflo <UQ<^ provisions, or so to wQakm his posts at Brunswicfc and 
Amboy, m to permit General Washington to attack them with advantage. 
Should neither of these results be produced^ aome advantagefl might be gainwl 

oa York or Long Island. 

Pursuant to the,se views, General Heath marched* towards West Chesteri 
and summoned Fort Independence ; but tlie garrison reiUsing to surrender, 
he did not v^^nture an assault with militia. Reccivin<t intclliiicnce tlaa the 
British army iiad embarked irom Rhode Island, and might, by entering the 
Sound, land in his rear, he was compelled to withdraw into the Highlands; 
not iiowever, without the act^uisition of considerable quantities of forage and 
cattle. 

VII. In the mean time, repealed Bkirmiehes on the lines increased the 
distress of the enemy, and the confidence of the Americans in themselves* 
Tbe British found it totally unsafe to forage but with lar^c covering parties, 
whiefa were often attacked with advantage, and their horses fiequenUy takeifc» 
Their miserable appearance evinced the scarcity which prevailed in the caro|k 
In these skirmishes, prisoners were oilen made; and frequent small suo6es8ea» 
tfie details of which Med the papers throughout America, served to animate 
^ people at large, who even supposed that the British would be driven to 
their ships for protection, so soon as the season would permit the armies to 
take the held. Yet the real situation of General Washington, happily 
concealed, both from the enemy and from his own countrymen, was ex- 
tremely critical, lie was often abandoned by bodies of the militia, before 
their places were filled by others ; and, thus, left in a state of dangerous weak- 
ness, with all his positions exposed to imminent hazard. This was not the 
only inconvenience resulting from this fluctuating army. The sf)ldier8 car- 
ried off arms and blankets which had been unavoidably delivered to them, to 
\» used while in camp, and thus wasted in advance, the miUtary stores col- 
kcted for the eosning campaign.f 

While eacpoeed to these embarrassing inoonveniencesy the general received 
ioj|el]igence» that reinforcenients were arriving from Rhode Island, and 
that the movement of Gen(?ral Heath had not produced the efiects he had 
' sipectedi His fears for Philadelphia revived; and the New England troqps, 
•except so many as might be deemed necessary to guard the Highlands, were 
ard^ed immediately to join him. Heavy requisitions were also made on 
the neighbouring militia, especially of New Jersey. 

The movement so much apprehended, was not made; and the war of 
skirmishes on the side of Jersey, continued throughout the winter. In the 
coursr: of it, the British loss was supposed to be more considorabie than they 
had sustained at Trenton and Princeton ; and hopes were entertained that, 
from the scarcity of forage, neither their cavalry, nor draught horses would 
be in a condition to take the lield, wlien the campaign should open. 

Tins iiglu war was far short of the hopes of the American General, who 
adunitied, with infinite rdnctance, to th« inactivity his weakness imposed on 
Um* He had flattered himself that the revivii^ ooursfle of his countrymen 
would have placed at his disposal a force which wouM enable him to beal 
the enemy in detaH, during Uie winter, and to repel the great exertions which 
would be made for the conquest of America in the ensuing sununer. 

All the intelligence from Europe ooneurred in demonstrating the fallacy 
of the hope, still cherished by many, that the war would be abandoned. 
Never had the administration been supported by greater majorities in ParUa- 
ment ; and the bod}' of the nation appeared well disposed to employ all its 
means to reannez to the empire its revolted colonies* The importance of 

* June, 1776. . < Marsh&U's Washington. 
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destroying, or maiminp the present army befbie it could be reinforced mBf 
consequently, felt in its full, extent ; and the commander-in-ehief made the 
most strenuous endeavours to promote the recriKting service, and to collect 

the rrrnuts in such ntimbprs, fif^; would onahio him successfully to attack the 
British posts, eitlicr in Rhodo Island, New York, or New Jersey. The state 
sovereigntios, where tlu- real rn( rgies of government resided, wore, incessant- 
ly, urged to take ctK'ctiial nicasurcs to fill their regiments, and to bring their 
respective quotas early into llie field. They Mvre pressed to march their 
recruits, so soon as they could be cleansed lioni the small-pox, by compa- 
nies, and even by parts of companies, to the several stations assigned them; 
and those general officers, who were supposed to possess most influence, 
were detached to their respective states, for the purpose of promoting and 
superintending the recruiting service* 

At the instance of the commander-in-chief, Congress passed such resolu^ 
ttons as were calculated to second his views. They authorized him to draw 
the eastern troops froni PeckVkill, who were to be replaced by New York 
militia'; and rcciuired the executive of New Jersey, to order out the whole 
militia of that state, and the executive of Pennsylvania, such part of their 
militia as w as contiguous to New Jersey, properly armed and equipped, to die 
aid ol' the general. 

When the season for active operations approached. General Howe direct- 
ed his hrst attention to the destruction of the scanty resources prepared by 
the Americans for the ensuing campaign. Magazines liad been collected at 
Peck's-kill, in the llighlandsj where mills had been erected, and the head- 
quarters of the general commanding, had been established. On the i*ecall 
of General Heath, to Boston, the command had devolved on Cieneral M*Dou- 
pal. The strength of this post, like others depending upon militia, was sub- 
ject to great fluctuation ; consisting, at times, of several thousand men, at 
others, reduced to as many himdred. The stores collscted here, were at 
this time mconsiderable ; but the British general supposing them of great 
value, and slightly defended, on the 23d of March, 1777, despatched Colonel 
Bird, against the post, with five hundred men, under convoy of a frigate, 
and some smaller armed vessds. General M^Dougal, whose ibioe did not 
exceed two hundred and fifty men, exerted himself to remove the magazines 
into the strong country, in his rear; but before this could be effected, the 
enemy approached, and compelled him to retire, liaving first set tire to the 
store-houses and barracks. Colonel iiird completed the destruction, and re- 
turned to New York. 

Danbury, on the western frontier of Connecticut, contained a valuable 
deposit of military stortis, and though not moi-e than twenty miles from the 
Sound, its safety was supposed to be assured by the nature of the country, 
the zeal of the militia, and by a portion of the Connecticut draughts, assem- 
bled there. But on the 25th of April, Governor Tryon, major-general of the 
provincials, in the British service, with Brigadiers Agnew, and Sir WiUiam 
Erskine, entered and fired the town, with ul the stores it contained. Upon 
his retreat, he was assailed by about thirteen hundred militia, in several de- 
tachments, commanded by Generals Arnold, Silliman, and Wooster. In one 
of the several skirmishes, the last was killed. The enemy spent the night 
of the 27th at Ridgefleld, and in the following morning resinned his retreat, 
and was again met by Arnold, with a force of one thousand, among whom 
were sonic continental artillery and infantry; but he attained his shipping, 
with a loss of one himdred and seventy men, killed, wounded and taken 
prisoners. The loss of tlie Americans was nearly the same, but it included 
several olticers of rank, besides General Wooster. General M*DougaI had 
learned the intention of Tryon, and endeavoured to ijitercept his retreat by a 
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rapid march, with twelve hundred men, to which number his forces had 
increased; but he could not arrive before the enemy had retired; and there- 
fore hastily returned to his post at Peck's-kill. 

Vin» This enterprise was soon ailer retaliated by an expedition, under 
Iieateiiaiit*ooloiiel Meigs, who, on the SSd of May, with two hundred and 
thirty meskf carried and destroyed a large depot of provisions and forage, at 
Sagg Harbour, on Long Island; eluding the numerous cruiisers of the enemy, 
and making near a hundred prisoners, without the loss of a single man. 
Such was the celerity of Colonel Meigs's movements, that he transported 
his men, between Guilford and Sagg £krbour, ninety miles, by land and 
water, in twenty-five hours. 

IX. In the mean time, the American commander-in-chief, had formed his 
plan for the disposition of the army, wbon it should take the field. He was 
convinced, that while Greneral Burgoyne, now in command of the British 
northern army, would cither endeavour to take Ticondcroga, and penetrate 
to the Iliidson, or join the grand army by sea. General iiowe would en- 
deavour, by moving up the North river, to possess himself of the forts and 



determined to ke^ the hi^h grounds of New Jeisey, somewhat norm of the 
road leading from Brunsmck to Trenton* Encamped here, the army would 
cover New Jersey, and be at a convenient point to move, either for the pro- 
tection of Philadelphia, on the west, or the Highlands, on the east. In the 
uncertainty with which the first movements of the enemy were enveloped, 
and the equal necessity of defending the three great points, Tieonderogai the 
Highlands of New York and Philadelphia, against two powerful armies, 
superior to him, in arms, numbers and discipline, it was necessar\" so to ar- 
range his force, as to enable the parts rcciprornlly to aid each other. To 
efil'ct tliese purposes, the northern troops, iuclndinii; those of New York, 
were (]ivi(]» d between Ticonderoga and Peck's-kili, while those from Jersey 
to the buutli, including North Carolina, were directed to assemble in New 
Jersey. If the army of Canada should join that of New York, by sea, the 
troops at PeckVkill, and those in Jersey, could readily he muted, either for 
defence of the Highlands, or of Philadelphia. If Burgoyne should attempt 
Tifi»ooderoga, by way of the lakes, the Ibroe at Peck's-kill would bSM aid 
to the army opposed to him* 

Upon these arrangements being made, the camp at Morristown was brotken 
up^ and the army removed to Middlebrook, behind a ridge of strong and 
commanding heights, not far from the Raritan, about ^en miles from Bruns- 
wick ; where General Washington repaired, in person, on the 2^th of May, 
1777. The heights, in front of the camp, commanded the course of the 
Raritan, the road to Philadelphia, the hills about Brunswick, and a consi- 
derable part of the country bt^tween that place and Amboy; a^ording a full 
view of the uiost interesting movements of the enemy. 

The force brought into the field by Aiucrica, required all the aid of strong 
positions, and the most unremitting vigilance. On the Slstof May, the tottu 
of the army in Jersey, exclusive of the cavahry and artillery, amounted, 
only, to eight thousand three hundred and seventy-eight men, of whom, up- 
wards of two thousand were sick. The e^tive rank and file were only five 
thoiMBind seven hundied and thirty-eight. In this return , the troops of North 
Ckwlip*^ were not included, as they had not then joined the army ; and the 
militia of New Jersey, amounting to about five hundred men, were also 
omitted. Bad this army been composed of the best disciplined troops, its in- 
j<»iority in numbers must have limited its operations to defensive war; and 
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have rendered it inconipelent to protect any place, which could be defended 
only by battle in tlie open field. But more than half the troops* were unac- 
quainted with military duty, and had never looked an enemy in the i'dCM. 

A large proportion, especially from the middle states, were foreign, 
ers i many of them servants, on whose attachment to the American cause 
it was not »fe to rely. To avail himBolf of this oniavoiuable dicmfr 
■lam> (Scoeral Howe had cflhred a kurge reward to emy soltSer wh 
wcnld deeerty and additional coaipenaatkm to those who would bring tbek 
amh The edhot of these promises had been seriously ielt ; and their futoie 
* OjpMtmv was gieatly drewtod. To diminish this, and to allure, fiom tin 
aervioe of the enemy, those misguided Americans who had engaged inth 
ttem, but might now wish to be again received into the bosom of th^r coun- 
try, General Washington had urged on Congress the policy of allowing all 
the arlvantages of freemen to the servants who had enlisted; and of giving 
full pardon to all Americans, who would quit the British service. These 
recommendations, like almost every other proce^'ding from the same source, 
received ilie ready attention of Congress, and i^esoiuiioiis were passed in coa- 
formity with them. 

As a movement o( the enemy by land towards Philadelphia was probable, 
it was an important part of the plan of the campaign, to constitute OH dto 
iMtom bank of the Delaware, an army of militia, strengthened by a few 
eontiiieiital troops, under an eizperieneed officer, to defend, in front, the pas- 
eage of that merw To Arnold, then in Riiladelphia, employed in the aw 
ment of his account»» this service was intrusted. 

(3<nieml SuHi^an lay at Princeton with a body of ocmtineiital troopi> 
increasing in number by recruits fiom tlie southward, and some Jersey 
militia. He was directed to hold himself in perpetual expectation of attack, 
to send his bafirrngn and provisions to places less exposed, and to be in 
readiness to move at any instant to a place of crreater security, where his 
left could not be so readily turned, and whence he might harass the flanks 
of the enemy on a march, and preserve a communication with the army at 
Middlebrook — by no means to risk a general action, but to act entirely as a 
partisan corps; and on the first movement of the British army to place his 
main body in aeoimty, and to harass them with parties detached For that fm- 
pose* Measures were also taken to put the militia of Jersey in readineai to 
take the field so soon as oflfensive operations should conunence. It was io* 
tended, not that they should remain emboified for the purpose of strengtben- 
ing and acting with the continental anny ; but that, ranging the country 0 
Binall parties, they should hang upon, and harass the flanker of the enemy* 

X. The first and great object of the campaign, on the part of General Howe, 
was the acquisition of Philadelphia, which he originally designed to attain, 
•by marching thmiigh New Jersey, and crossing the Delaware bv a portable 
bridge , constructed during the winter. But the delay in the arrival of the 
tents and camp equipage, from Europe, and the early organization, and fa- 
vourable position of the American army, caused him to devise another plan 
of operations, in case he could not draw the American creneral from his 
wesent advantageous position. This was to attempt I'luladelphm by tbe^ 
bdaware or Chesapeake Bay. A demonstration was acordingly made, of 
IHNKseeding to Phihidelphia, by land. General Washington summoned to liv 
assislanoe the continental troops, at PeokVkill, with the esoeption of cw 
^nsand efl^vea, and in the mean tune ibrmed a select oorps of rifiBOMOi 

* Thm extreme severity of the service, aided perhaps by the state oi' the hospitals 
had <iarried to the grave, mofs than two-thifds of the mldiete, who hsd served tits pn- 
«eding cerapa^a and been engaged for moie thtn one yew. 
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under Colon' 1 Morgan, whirli ^vaa postf^d at Vanvechten's-bridge, on the 
Raritan, just ai>ove its confluf ncc with the Millstone river, with orders to 
watch the left liank of the British army. On any movement of the enemy, 
he was instructed to seize every opportunity to fall on their flank, to gall 
them as much as possible, but to take especial care not to perimt himself to 
be suROunded, or to have hia retreat to the army cut off* General Sullivan 
waa directed to change hia position, and to occupy the high grounds of 
Rocky Hill, as a place of greater security. 

With the view of inducing General Washington to quit his fiirtified carop» 
and to approach the Delaware, where he might bring on a general engage- 
ment, on ground more advEmtageous to himself, General Howe, leaving two 
thousand men at Brunswick, under the command of General Matthews, ad- 
vanced, on the morning of the 14th of June, in two colunms, towards that 
river. The front of the first, under Lord Cornwallis, reached Somerset 
Court House, by the break of day ; and about the same time, the second, 
under General de Heister, arrived at Middiebush, between Brunswick and 
Somerville, on a road east of that taken by Cornwallis. The feint was un- 
successful. On the first intellio^encc that the enemy was approaching, 
• Washington posted his whole army, with great advantage, in order of battle, 
on the heights in front of his camp. This position he maintained during the 
day, and at night the troops slept on the ground to be defended. In the 
mean tinie» the militia of New Jersey, with an alacrity, heretofore unexam- 
pled in the state, took the field in great numherB; -principally joining Gene- 
ral Sullivan, who had retired behind the Sourhind hills, towi^da raming- 
ton, where a considerable amy was Ibrming. 

Finding that the American army could not be drawn from its position, 
and, probably, influenced in some degree, by the temper now manifested by 
the militia. General Howe determined to waste no more time in threatening 
PhUadeiphia by land, but to withdraw his arniy from Jersey; and, pursuing 
the principal object of the campaign, to embark ihem, lor the Chesapeak or 
the Delaware. On the 19th, in the night, he returned to Brunswick, and on 
the 22d, to Amboy ; where he threw over the channel which separates the con- 
tinent from Staten Island, the bridge designed for the Delaware, and passed 
over the heavy baggage and a few of his troops to that islaqdi wheiioe 1^ 
embarkation of his army was to be made* This retieat was conducted with 
some marks of precipitation, and many of the farm houses on the rauto aie 
said to have been burned^ 

General Washington, expecting the movement from Brunswick, had 
made dispositions to derive some advantages from it. He detached General 
Greene, with three brigades, for the purpose of falling on, and annoying the 
British rear. General Sullivan was directed to move with his division, in 
order to cooperate with Greene, nnd Maxwell to fall on the flank of the 
enemy. In the mean time, the main army paraded on tbe heigi^t^ qf Mid» 
dlebr<M)k, ri ai]y to act as circumstances mi^^ht require. 

About I H iso, Colonel Morgan attacked :md drove in a picquet guard j the 
enemy throwing themselves into mvnc rcduubls, which, on the approach of 
Wayne and Morgan they evacuated; immediately alter, they commenced 
dieir march to Amboy. Some sharp skirmishing took place between then 
and Morgan's regiment, in which the latter acted to the entire satisfac* 
tioD of tteir general; but the hope of ginning any important advantage was 
entirely disappointed. From his distance, and the late hour at which he re- 
ceived his orders, Sullivan was unable to come Up in time; the express sent 
to General Maxwell either deserted to the enemy, or was taken ; and the rear 
division of the Biitish being strongs than was expected, the force on the 
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lines oould make no impresskni on it. Prom these causes, the letveai lo 
Amboy was effected without any considerable loss. 

In order to cover his Ught parties, which still hung on ihr^ British flank 
and rear, and to injure the enemy, General Wai^hington advanced six or 
seven miles from his strong camp at Middlcbrook, to Quibblctown, on the 
road to Amboy. Lord Stirling's division proce^'Hfd a few miles still nearer, 
to the neighbourhood of Matouchin meetiiig-huuse, in order lo act with 
the parties which were on the lin^, should an opportunity offer for attack. 

In this state of things, it appeared practicable to General Howe to bring 
on an engagement. With this view, and probably in the hope of turning the 
left of t£ American amy, and gaming the heights behind them, on die 
night of the 25th, he recalled the troops which had passed over to States 
Istend; and early next mming, made a rapid movement in two colunuis 
towards Westfield. The right, under the command of Lord Comwallis, took 
the route by Woodbridge to the Scotch Plains ; and the left, accompanied by 
Sir William Howe in person, marched hy Matourliin meeting-house, to fall 
into the rear of the right column. It was intended that the left should take 
a scparnte route, about two miles after th^ir junction with the other cohinin, 
in order to attack the left think of the American army at Quibbletown ; whilo 
Lord Comwallis should gain the heijrhts on the leO of the camp at Middle- 
brook. Four battalions, with six pieces ot cannon, were dctaciicd to take 
post at Bonliamtosvn.* 

About Woodbridge, the right column of the British fell in with one of fbe 
liflht parties detached to watch their motions; and notice hem^ thus reoetwl 
of this movement, General Washington immediately penetrated its object, and 
discerned his danger. The whole army was instantly put in motbn* It re^ 
gained with the utmost celerity the camp at Middlebrook, and took possession 
of the heights on the left, which it was supposed the enemy had designed to 
seize. L^rd Comwallis, on his roUte encountered Lord Stirling, and a 
smart skirmish ensued, in which the latter was driven from his ground with 
the loss of tliree field pieces nnd a few men. He retreated to the hills about 
the Scotch Plains, and was pursued as far as Westfield. Here Lord Com- 
wallis halted. Perceiving the passes in the mountains on the lefl ot' tho 
American camp to be guarded, and, of coni»equence, that the object for which 
this skilful manoeuvre had been made was unattainable, he returned througli 
Rahway to Amboy ; and, on the 30th of June, the whole army crossed oW 
to Statea Island* 

IVhile retiring from Westfield, the British army was watched by the Ini' 
flftdes of Scott and Conway; the fermer entered Amboy inunediately after 
wax place had been evacuated; but no opportunity was given, duiing the 
letreat, of attacking it to advantage. 

3Q* About this time, news was received of the advance of General 
Burgoyne, towards Ticonderoga, which, with the delay in the embarka- 
tion of Sir William Howe's forces, kept the American commander-in-chief 
in great uncertainty as to the dcsiirns of the enemy; and occasioned him to 
give orders for the return of two brigades to Peck's-kill, which had proceed- 
ed to Pompton Plains, to join him, and to despatch Parson's and Vnrnum's 
brigades to that post. Still he could not divest himself of the opinion, that 
the attempt to cross the Delaware would be renewed; and for some days 
he remained in his camp, at Middlebrook. A change of position from 
Prince's Bay, to the watering place, and a movement of the army to the W* 
ter, with the military stores and baggage ^nm the coast oppoate Amboyf 

* Gsttsnl Hows'* letter. 
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lenirih, relieved him from apprehensions of a sudden march on Philadelphia, 
and ([< lerrnined him to change his own position. He removed tiic main 
body of the army to Morristown, and advanced General Siillivaa with his 
division, on the way to Peck's-kill, as iar as Pompton Plams. 

The preparations for embarkation of the British general, indicated the in- 
ception of a much longer voyage than that up the North river; and notice of 
these appearances were given to the eastern states ; but the advance of Bur- 
goyne, with a powerful army, against Ticonderoga, still induced the opiiuoa» 
that the main object of Howe, must be to effect a junction with him, on the 
North river. Under this impression, Sullivan was ordered to P^'s-JdU, 
and Washington, himself, proceeded to Pompton Plains, and on the 16th of 
July, to the Clove; where he deterrauied to remain until the views of the 
enemy should be completely disclosed. 

In this position, he, at ^rst, commanded, that the North Carolina troops 
which had stopped at Philadelphia, sIkjuM join him ; but on receiving informa- 
tion that a great part of the British fleet had fallen down to the Hook, these 
forces were stopped at Trenton, and General Sullivan wns (lirccted not to cross 
the North river. General Putnam, who now coniinandeci at Peck's-kill, was 
cautioned to guard against any sudden attack from New York; success in 
which, would be the more deeply felt, in consequence of the loss of Ticonde- 
roga, and Mount Independence, which had fallen into the hands of Burgoyne. 
The information, that part of the fleet had dropped down to the Hook, was 
soon fbUowed by intelligenoe, that the shipping were moving from the water- 
ing place to New York, and that several transports, convoyed by a ship of 
war, had proceeded as high as Dobbs' ferr^* The passes in the Highlands 
were now supposed to be certainly their object, and Sullivan, who had been 
advanced as far as New Windsor, was ordere 1 immediately to cross the 
Hudson, and to take post in the rear of Peck's-kill, on the east side of that 
river. Liord Stirling was also conmmnded to cross the river and join Ge* 
neral Putnam. 

XIT. The perplexities of this moment were cheered by tho intelligence 
of the captiiro of Mnjor-general Prescott, the commaii<]rr of lln? British 
troops on Pwhude island. Believing himself perfectly s<'(;ure, guarded by 
his cniizers and at the head of an army greatly superior to any tbrce col- 
lected in the eastern department, he indulged ha convenient quarters, distant 
from camp, and with few guards about his person. In&rmation of this ne- 
gligence bdng communicated to the main. Colonel Barton, of the Rhode IsLaiid 
miUtia, planned with success, the capture of the general, in his quarters. On 
the night of the 10th of July, with a party of about forty persons, including 
captains Adams and Phillips, in four whale boats, he crossed the water, a 
distance of ten miles, deceived the vigilance of the guard boats, landed, 
marched a mile to the generaPs quarters, seized the sentinel at the door, and 
one of the aid-de-camps, took the general from his bed, and without allowing 
him time to dress, carried him with secrecy ?ind despatch to a place of safety. 
This clcvrr exploit was the more highly appreciated, as it gave the Ameri- 
cans ;in ollicer of equal rank to exchange for General Lee, (lonarress pre- 
sented Colonel Barton with a sword, as a mark of their approbation. 

Xlll. At lenjrth, the British fleet put to sea; having on board General 
Howe, and thirty -six British and Hessian battalions, including light infantry 
and grenadiers, with a powerful artillery, a New York corps, called the 
Queen's Rangers, and a regiment of light horse. The residue of the army 
was divided between New York and Rhode Island. On the receipt of the 
intelligence, the American army commenced its march, (July, ITH,) for the 
Delaware, under the conviction, that the fleet was destined for Philadelphia. 
But whilst preparing to meet Sir William Howe on a new t!»eatre, the corn- 
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maiidt r-in-rhipftook measures, also, to check the progress of Burgoyne ; who, 
having obtained jxjs^K^ssion, by a greatly superior Ibroe, of Tieonderoga, and 
the lakes, was advancing southward towards New York. Letters were ad- 
dresied to the governments of the eaiitern states, urging them to reinforce 
with their militia, the retreatmg northern army. Major-generals Arnold 
and LiDooln, both influential wiUi the eastern nulitiat were directed to join 
it; and three brigades of New England continental tfoops from Peck's-kin, 
Morgan's rilte regiment, and two regiments from New York, were ordered 
upon the same service. 

On the 30th July, the enemy's fleet appeared off the capes of the Deia^ 
ware, and orders were given by Washington for coooentratuig his forces at 
Philadelphia. They were scarce issued, when a new disposition was occa- 
sioned, by tidings, that the fleet had departed from the Eielaware Bay, and 
was proceeding eastward I y. No further intelligence of it was received, until 
the 7th of August, when it was seen a few leagues southward of the Delawarp 
capeij; after which it disappeared, and was not again heard of, until late in 
that month. Meanwhile, the most perplexing uncertainty concerning its des- 
tination, Avas universal. On entering the capes of the Delaware, the general 
was deterred by the diiHculties of that river from ascending it, and resolved 
to proceed to the Chesapeake ; but was prevented by contrary winds, from 
leaching the mouth of the latter bay, until the 16th of August. 

Washington employed this interval in enunining the country aboi^ 
delphia, and the works bebw the city; and hecametotheconclusioD»thatthe 
defence of the river should be confined^ to the ibrt on Mud Iriipd, and to Red 
Bank, a piece of high ground on the Jmeif shore, opposite to the island* 
This opinion he communicated to Congress, with his intention to march to 
CoryelPs ferry, (New Hope,) sufficiently necur Philadelphia, whence he might 
readily regain the North river, should it be necessary. Upon the protracted 
absence of the Rritish fleet, he determined to march thither, but on the very 
day of this determiuatjion, learned tiie arrival of the whole fleet iu the Chesa- 
peake. 

XIV. The different divisions of the army were immediately ordered to 
unite, with the utmost expedition, in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, and 
the militia of Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, and the northern counties 
of Vurginia to take the fidd* These orders were received by General Sulli- 
van, mo had been encamped in Jeney about Hanover, just on hia return 
from an expedition to Staten Island. The British force thore amounted to 
iietween two and three thousand moi; of whom nearly one thousand wen 
provincials, stationed at di^rent places on the coast opposite the Jersey 
shore. The European troops, amounting to sixteen hundred men, were 
in a fortified camp near the watering place. General Sullivan thought 
it practicable to surprise and bring ofl^ the provincials before they could be 
supported by the E'lropcans ; and he was the more stimulated to the attempt, 
by their occasinnril incursions into Jersey. They had lately |x^netraled 
as far as Wootlbridge, and had carried off twelve individuals, noted for 
their attachment to the American cause.* This expedition was undertaken 
by Sullivan with the select troops of his division, aided by a few Jersey 
militia, under Colonel Frelinghuysen. They had to march about twenty 
miles to the place of embarkation; where, only, six boats had been procured. 

Three of theae were allotted to Cotonel Ogden, who commaoded one detach- 

• 

* Bir. Stockton^ member of CongieM, and Mr. Fell, member of council^ bad previous- 
ly been nude prisouBra, and the peiwm, nay, the lile ef Governor Idviu^sion wm 
4kilv threatened. Two thsasaml gninsis sis esid to hays been ofiwad hj &• tmmj 
lor luses|itaffB. 
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ment intended to attack Colonel Lawrence, lying near the old Blazing Star 
ferry, and Colonels DungaQ, and Allen, who lay about two miles from each 
other, towards Ambqy. Hie other three weie taken by General Deborre, 
aceompanied by General Sullivan in person. He was to attack Colonel 
Barton near the new Blazing Star ferry, and, after securing that party, to 
assist Ogden. Greneral Small wood, with his brigade was to cross at Halsey 
point, and attack Buskirk's regiment near Decker^s ferry* All the troops 
crossed before day, unperceived by the enemy. But, misconducted by his 
guides, Smallwood began his attack on a different point from that which was 
inteiid('{], in consequence of which, Buskirk's regiment made its escape ; but 
Ogd( n aruj Dcborre, were more successful. Lawrence and Barton \\ err sm - 
prised, and, with several of their otiict rs and men, were taken. TIk" nlarm 
being given, it became necessary for iSulUvan precipitately to witlidraw his 
forces from the island. It liad been impracticable to obtain a yuiiicient num- 
ber of boats to embark all the troops at the same time ; and some confusion 
appears to have prevailed in this part of the business. General Campbell, 
wnh a considerable force advanced upon them; and the rear guard, after 
defending themselves for some time with great gallantry, were under the n^ 
oessity of surrendering prisoners of war. 

in his letters to the commander-in-chief, and to Congress, Greneral Sullivan 
reported, that he had brought off eleven officers, and one hundred and thirty 
privates; and that a considerable number must have been killed in the difiei^ 
ent skirmishes. He stated his own loss to have been one major, one captain, 
one lieutenant, and ten privates killed, and fifteen wounded; and nine of- 
ficers, among whom were Majors Stewai t, Tiilard, and Woodson, .and one 
hundred and twenty-seven privates, prisom rs. 

In the aft tjunt given by General Campbell, he claims to have made two 
hundred and fifty-nine prisoners, among whom were one lieutenant-colonel, 
tliree majors, two captains, and idletii uilerior otliccrs. 

XV. The British fleet ascended the Chesapeake Bay, and the Elk river and 
on the 29th of August, landed the army at the ferrv, without a show of opposi- 
tioii. Their wholel>roe was computed at eighteen tliousand men, in good health 
and spirits, trained to the service, abundantly supplied with the maierid of 
war, and led by a general of experience and military talent. If it were defi- 
cient in aught, it was in horses, which had suffered much during the preceding 
winter, and in the long voyage from New York to the £ik river* 

Great effort was made to increase the American army. 'Hie militia m- 
ponded to the call of their country in greater numbers than could be armed. 
The whole force was esthnatcd at lirteen thousand, but the efleetives, at not 
more than eli vrn thousand. Morgan's regiment oi' ri/lemen having been sent 
to the northern army, a.light corps was formed by detachments from each 
brigade, and put under the command of General Maxwell ; who, during the 
preceding winter, had acquired reputation as a partisan officer. This corps 
was thrown in advance of the American army, but was dnveii m by a co- 
lumn under Lord Ck>mwalli8 with considerable loss. The conduct of Gene- 
ral Maxwell was nnich condemned by his officers, but he was acquitted of 
blame by a courtpmartial. Washington felt and deplored the absence of Mor- 
gan and hb rifle corps. On the 8d of September, the British were encamped 
with their right about Pencader, with their left extending across Christiana 
creek, towards Newark. On the 5th, the whole American army, except the 
light infantry, took position behind Red Clay creek, having its left at New- 
port, on the Christiana, and on the road leading directly from the camp of 
Sir William Howe to Philadelphia. On the 8th, the main body of the enemy 
advanced by Ne^^ ark upon the right of the Ameriran enrampment, and took 
post within four miles of that place; whilst a strong column made a show of 
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■ttecking in fmt» and after manoeuvring for some time, halted at Miltoo, 
within two miles of the centre. General Washington perceived that the 
0(dumn in front was designed only to amuse, whilst the left should endeavour 
to turn his right, and, suddenly crossing the Brandy wine, seize the heights 
on the north o? that river, and cut off his communication with Philadelphia. 
To prevent tliis, he moved during the night over the Brantlywine, and took 
post next mormug behind the river, at ChafTs Ford. The light corps under 
General Maxwell, was advanced in front, aini ili*' Pennsylvania militia under 
Greneral Armstrong, wero phiced at a ford t\s o miles below Chad's ; the right 
extended some miles abuve thai place, with a view to other passes deemed 
less practicable. In this position, the general awaited the movement ui his 
adversary. 

On the morning of the 11th, the whole British army advanced on the road 
leading over Cha^s Ford, and the Americans prepared to defend the passage 
of the liver. Some sharp skirmishine between the advanced column under 
Knyphauaen, and the light corps of A&xweli, took place on ^her side, bebw 
the K>rd, with little damage to either party. About 11 o'clock, Washington, 
instructed that a division of the enemy had marched up the country, on the 
south of the Brandy wine, formed the bold design of detaching Sullivan and 
Stirling to fall on its left, while he should cross the ford, and with the centre 
and leil winp; attack Knyphauscn. At the critical moment, nnha[)]iily, erro- 
neous intelligence was received that the movement of the British on liie left, 
was a feint only ; and about two o'clock, it was ascertained that a column, 
led by Cornwallis, having taken a circuit of sevtiitecn niiles, had passed the 
river above its forks, and was advancinj; in irreat force. The divisions of 
Sullivan, Stirling, and Stephens, marched to meet it; and liiat lately com- 
manded by Lincohi, now by Wayne, remained at Chad's Ford, with Max* 
weU^s corps, to check Knyphauaen; whilst Green's division, and Q&aetiX 
Washington in person, formed a reserve and took a ceaotral position. 

The cdvisiond detached figainst Gomwallis, had scarcely formed on ad« 
vantageous ground, above Birmingham meeting-house, when the attack com- 
menced, at about half past lour o'clock, and was for a season firmly sustauied. 
The American right first gave way, exposing the flank of the remaining di- 
visions to a galling fire; and in a short time, the whole line was routed. 
General Washington pressed forward to support this wing, but arrived only 
in time to check the pursuit. This service was f'fTirimtly rendered by a 
Pennsylvania regiment under Colonel Stewart, and a V irginia regiment under 
Colonel Stephens. Whilst the right was thus engaged, Knyphausen forced 
the ford. The whole American army retreated that night to Chester, and 
the next day to Philadelphia. Its loss was estimated at threes hundred killed 
and six hundred wounded, and three or four hundred, principally of the 
wounded, made prisoners. That sustained by the enemy was reported at one 
hundred killed, and four hundred wounded* Among the wounded of the 
Americana, were Brigadier-general Woodford, and the JMarquis de La 
Payette. 

XVL The disposition to. risk another battle was general, on the part of 
Congress, and the army. An opinion prevailed, which was carefully che- 
rished, that the British had gained, only, the ground. Fifleen hundred conti- 
nental troops were ordered from Peck's-kill, and directions given to the mi- 
litia of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and the remaining adjan^nt country, to 
march to tlir nid of the army, whilst due measures were taken to complete 
the defences ot the Delaware river. 

Sir William Howe, lay on the night of the 11th, on the field of battle. On 
the >iu< ("('eding day, Major-general Grant, with two hrigndes, took post at 
Concord meeting-house. On the 13th, Lord Cornwailu* havmg united with 
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Grant, marched towards Chester. Another detachment seized Wilxnii^;toii» 
whither the wounded were escorted. 

XVII. On the 15th, the American army was again collected, and intend- 
ing to gain the left of the British, had readied the Warren tavern, on the 
Lancaster road, when intdligenoe waa received of the approach of the^ieiny. 
Washington hastened to meet, and attack him in front. Bodi armies, eager 
for battle, had scaroe engaged, when they were separated by a tremendous 
storm of rain, which rendered the retreat of the Americans mdispensable. 
The wretched condition of their arms, produced, at ail times, an inequality be- 
tween them and the British ; and, on this occasion, caused them the most im- 

' minent peril. Such was the efl^t of the rain upon the muskets and cartridge 
boxes, that of the former, scarce one in a regiment could be fired; and in 
the lMtt( r, of forty rounds per man, scarce one was fit fnr The retreat 

was ( ontmued all the day, and fh(^ greater jmrt of tlio night, through a cold 
and most distressing rain, and very deep roads, to the Yellow iSpringsj and 
subsequently, to Warwick Furnace, on French Creek. 

The weather, which compelled the Might of the American, arrested the 
progress of the British, army; and, until the 18th, il made no other move- 
ment, than to unite the columns. It then took post at Trydriffin, whence a 
party was detached to destroy a magazine of flour and other stores, at the 
Valley Forge; The American commander, as soon as circumstanoes would 
permit, ontered General Wayne to join General Smaltwood, in the rear of 
the enemy ; and, caredilly concealing himself and his movements, to seize 
any occasion which might o^r, to engage them with advantage. Mean- 
while, he himself crossed the Schuylkill at Parker's ferry, and encamped on 
both sides of Perkiomen Creek? posting detachments at the several fords, by 
which it was presumed the enemy would attempt a passage. 

XVIII. Wayne had taken a position near the Paoli tavern, about three miles 
in the rear of the left wing of the British. Notwithstanding his precautions he 
was betrayed hy some of the disaffected inhabitants ; and about eleven o'clock 
of the night of the twentieth, was surprised by a party of the enemy under 
Major-general Gray. His pickets were driven m, and gave the first intima- 
tion of Gray's approach. Wayne, instantly, formed hia division; and whilst 
his right was fiercely assailed, directed a retreat by the left, under cover of a 
few regiments, who, for a short time, withstood the shock. The British* 
aided l^ the light of the American fiies, put to death diree hundied of his 
troops, by the free and exclusive use of the bayonet ; sustaining a loss, 
themselves, of eight men, only. In consequence of animadversions on his 
conduct, Wayne demanded a court<niartisi, which unanunously acquitted 
hinn with honour. 

XIX. Sir William Howe marched from his position, nlonir the valley road 
to the Schuylkill, and cncnmped on the bnnks of the river, his Ime extending 
to French Creek, along the front of the American army. This arrange- 
ment seeming to threaten Reading, which contained a large depot of stores, 
Washing t nil changetl his |)osition and marched towards Pottsgrove, with 
his lefl above, but near, the British right. This movement left the roads 
to Philadelphia open to the enemy, and the capture of the city could be 
prevented, only, by an engagement. Though urged to this, by public opi- 
nion, Washington prudently decUned it. His ibroes were not concentrated. 
Wayne and Smaltwood had not joined him, nor had he received the Jersey 
militia he expected under General Dickenson. Of the actual state of his 
army, it may he enough to say, that more than a thousand of his tipops 
were barefooted, and had performed the late evolutions in that condition. 
The want of necessaries was such, that Colonel Hamilton, one of the gene- 
lal^s aids, had been authorized and employed to take forcible possemion of 
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imcli linen, wooUens, dioes, spirits, and other ilofes, as ini^it ba IbiiiMi in 
Pliiladelphia, giving cerdficatea of quantity and value to the ownexa. **Toitr 
own prudence," said the general to him, will point out the least ezcepdoiia-< 
Ue means to be puxaued ; but remember, delicacy and a strict adherence to 
the ordinary mode of application must give place to our neoesatiea.'* But 
no e^NTt could obtain a supply for the pressing and growing wants of the 
army. The duty of aeeuring the public steles, was, also, assi^ed to CokMoei 
Hamilton, which he executed by transporting them up the Delaware. On 
the twenty-sixth of September, Lord Cornwaiiis, at the hmd of the British 
and Hessian grenadiers, entered l^hiladclphia, and the main body of the 
British array encamped at Germantown. 

XX. On the loss of the battle of the Brandy wine, Congr^ resolved to 
remove to Lancaster. At this town they assembled on the twenty-seventh 
of the month, and soon after adjourned to Vorktown. 

XXI. To the secure possession of the city and the comfort of his arnqr* 
General Howe ibund the free narigation of tbe Delaware indispensable. M 
of this, he was wholly debarred by the fortifications, of Fort lufflin, on Mud 
Island, at the confluence of the Schuylkill and tiie Delaware, and of Red 
Bank on the eastern shore; and by the chetaux defiite sunk in the chan* 
nel, between these batteries, and at a point three miles below, opposite lo 
Byllingsport, where some imperfect works had been erected for their pro- 
tection. Whilst these defences were maintained, Howe could not communi- 
cate with his fleet; nnd the American vessels in the river, above the forts, 
would prevent him trom foraf^mg ;mf1 obtaining provisions in New Jersey ; 
whilst the army of Washington nii<iliLcut oil" his supplies from Pennsylvania. 
The disadvantages rcsultini? from ihe vessels, however, were soon diminished 
by the capture of the Delaware frigate, the largest of them. * 

Some British ships of war were already in the Delaware, and Captain 
Hammondt who commanded one of them, represented, that the possession of 
the fort at Byllmgsport, which was feebly garrisoned, would enable him to 
raise the lower line of obetrucCunis,«and admit the fleet to Port Mifflin. On 
the twenty-ninth of September, Colonel StirUng, with two regiments, cap> 
tured it, without opposition; the garrison, on his ap{Mroach, having spiked the 
artillery, and fixed the barracks, withdrew without discharging a gun. This 
service performed, the detachment returned to Chester. On the third of 
October, another regiment was called from Germantown to Philadelphia, 
with orders to unite, on the next day, with Colonel Stirling. 

Washington had now received all the reinroreements he expected ; con- 
sisting of nine hundred continental troops from Peok's-kill, under General 
M*Dougal ; about six hundred militia from Jersey, under Bri(Tadier-<]!:eneraI 
Forman, (General Dickenson having been detained by the af>pieliension of a 
second invasion from New York) and about eleven ImiHired from Maryland, 
under General Smallwood. His effective strength, rank and file, amounted to 
eight thousand continental troops and three thousand militia. With this 
force, he, on the thurtieth of September, took a position an the Skippack road, 
twelve miles from the enemy's camp, sixteen from Germantown, and twenty 
from Phihidelphia. The line of encampment of the British army crossed 
Gennantown at right angles with the main street, somewhat south of its 
centre, the left wmg extending to the Schuylkill. Lord ComwaOis continued 
at Philadelphia. 

Washington observing this division of the British force, formed the design 

of surprising the rmiip at Germantown, and thus giving a blow, which might 
decide the fate of the war. He proposed a simultaneous attack upon the 
wings, front and rear, which should be suddenly and vigorously made, and 
from which, the troops might expediuousiy retreat, if it were unsuccessful. 
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Pursuant lo liis plan, the divisions of SiiUivan and Wayne, rtankeii by Cun- 
way's brigade, were ordered to enter Germaiiiowii, by the way ofChesnut 
HiU» while General Arnistrong, with the Penosylvania militia, should ikll 
down the Manatawny or Ridge road, and gain the British left, and by Van- 
deering's or Rolnnaon^a Mill, attaek its rear: the diviflione of Greene and 
Stephens, flanked by M^DougalV brigade, to take a circuit by way of the 
Limekiln road^ and entering the town at the market house, attack the right 
wing: the militia of Maryland and Jersey, under Generals iSmallwood and 
Fonnan, to march by the Old York road, and turning the right, to fall on 
its rear: the division of Lord Stirling, and the brigades of Nash and Max- 
well to form a corps de reserve : and parties of cavalry silently to scour the 
roads to prevonr ohservation, and to keep up the communication between the 
beads of the columns. 

XXII. With these dis|)< i.siliuijs the army m oved on the third of October, 
about seven in the afternoon. About sunrise tlie next morning, the advance 
of the column led by Sullivan, encountered and drove in a picket placed at 
Mount Airy, or Mr. Allen's house. 

The main body followed close, driving before it the fortieth regiment, 
oonmianded by (x»londi Musgiave, until £«t officer threw himself, with six 
companies, mto the hirge etone house of Mr. Chew, from which they galled 
the Americans, with a heayy and constant fire of musketry* Some attempts 
to storm this house, and an eSbrt to bring a field piece to bear upon it, broke 
the line of the right wing, and with the darkness caused by an extraordinary 
fi)g, threw it into great confusion* The column led by Greene, arrived on 
its ground, and commenced an attack on the light infantry, in front of the 
British right wing. It was at first successful, and after driving in the pickets, 
ibrced the battalion of light infantry to give way. 

The country througli which the army was advancing, abound<^d with 
many small and stn)ii2r encl<isiiios, which biokt^ the line, in everv direction ; 
the tog (jljscured surrounding objects, and the commander-in-chief, could 
neither observe nor correct the confusion that commenced. The causes 
which separated the regiments, prevented them from discerning the situation 
of the enemy, and from improving the first impression, and direi^dng their 
after effi>rt8 to advantage. The attacks on^ the flanks and rear , were not 
made. The Pennqrlvania militia came in view of the chasseurs, who flanked 
the left of the British line, but did not engage them, closely. The Maryland 
and Jersey militia just showed themselves, on the right flank, about the time 
Greene's column was commencing a retreat. 

These embarrassments gave the British time to recover firom the conster- 
nation into which they had been thrown. Knyphausen, who commanded 
their left, detached one battahon to support the chasseurs : and part of the 
third and fourth brigades, under Generals Gray and Agiiew, to attack the 
front of the rolnmn led hv Sullivan, which had |)enetrated far into the village. 
Scott's and Mulili nltr rg's brigades were surrounded and made prisoners. 
The broken parts mistook each other for the enemy, and, whilst warmly 
engaged and sanguine of success, the main body of the army began to 
retreat. Washiugion was compelled to relinquish a victory he thought within 
his grasp, and to endeavour to secure his army. Ifis r^reat was, however, 
made without loss ; the enemy being unable to pursue. In the battle, about 
two hundred Were killed and six hundr^ wounded. The principal damage 
was sustained firom Chew*s house, and in Germantown. About four hun- 
dred were made prisonm. Among the killed was General Nash of North 
Carolina; and among the prisonns, Colonel Matthews of Virginia. The 
British loss, as stated by General Howe^ was one hundred killed and four 
hundred wounded. Amoi^ the former were Brigadier-general Agnew and 
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Colonel Bird. The grenadiers in Philadelphia, under Comwallis, hastened 
to the field oi* battle on the first alarm, running the whole distUKse^ and 
reaching it, as the actkm tefninated* 

The American army retieafted, the same day» ahout twenty n^es, to the 
Perkiomen Creek ; hut soon aAer, resumed its former encampment on tlie 
Skippack. 

XXIII. Immediately after the battle of Brandywine, New Jersey was re- 
quired to furnish the army with reinforcements of militia, and General Put- 
nam to detach fifteen hundred continental troops; and, at the same time, to 
cover the Jerseys with an equal number. The militia of Connecticut wcrr; 
relied upon to supplv the vacuum in the posts on th^ North river, ocra- 
sionod hv these heavy draughts. These troops were, liowever, (]( tairK'd 
by the demonstrations nmdo from Xew York. Sir Henry Clintdii who 
commanded there, sujijt )Sf d, tlint, nn alarm might serve botli Huwp and 
Burgoyne, by divertinir, for ;i tunc, the aids wliich were designed for W ash- 
ington and Gates. W itU Lliis view, he entei-od East Jersey, at the head of 
three thousand men, by the way of Blizabethtown Point and Fort Lee; the 
columns uniting at m New Bridge, above Hackensack, on the twelfth of 
Sqttember. 'I%ey encountered little opposition, and collected, on their way, 
liurge quantities of firesh provisions* About the fifteenth, observing tint 
the continental troops under M^Dougal were approaching, and that. Gene- ! 
ral Dickenson, with great exertion, was assembling the Jersey militia, he 
returned to New York and Staten Island, having lost in the excursion, only 
«ght men killed and sixteen wounded. The supply of militia, for the conti- 
nental army, collected very slowly, notwithstanding the efforts of Governor 
Livingston and General Dickonson. Accustomed to juHsr^ for themselves, 
they declared, that the danger of another invasion, rendered their servirfs 
essential on the eastern frontier. Five or six hundred, however, crossed 
tlie Delaware at Philadelphia, about the time Sir William Howe passed the 
SchuylkUi, and were employed in the removal of stores. A» the enemy ap- 
proached the city they retired from it, by the Frankford road; but the com- 
manding officer having separated himself firom his corps, was captured by a 
small party of the British li^t horse; on which the remment dbperaed and 
made its way, by diflerent roads, to New Jevsey* With much khour CSs* 
nera] Didienson had ooUeded two other corps, amounting to nine hundred 
men, with whom he was about to cross the Debware, when he received 
intelligence of the arrival from Europe, of an additional force at New 
York. He returned, himself, with part of his levies, from Trenton toward 
Elizabethtown, whilst the remainder* proceeded to Pennsylvania, under Ge- 
neral Forman; but they, immediately after the battle of Germantown, wM 
discharged. 

XXTV. The attention of both cx)mmnn(lRrs was, now, almost whollv given 
to tlie Delnware; — the one to remove, the oilu r in sustain, tln^ impediments 
to its navigation. Lord Howe had early brought round the ships of war and 
transports from the Chesapeake, and they were stretched along the Delaware 
shore from Reedy kland to Newcastle. But, although, with great difficulty, 
the chevaux defrise had been raised from the channel opposite to Byllings- 
port, so as to admit the passage of Tesseis of force, it was impracticable to 
prooaed above the line mm Foit Mifflin to Port Mercer, or Red Bank. Bveiy 
eflbrt was consequently made for the destmctbn of these fikts. Batlerisi 
were erected on the Pennsylvania shoie, 'to play upon' Mud Island, wlbilst a I 
fierce attack was directed ag^dnst the ledoubte on the Jersey shore. 

XXV. On the twenty-ftrst of October, Colonel Count Donop,- a distin- ' 
guished German officer craosed the Delaware at CooperV F^ry, at the innd 
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of a detachment of Hessians, aninunilng to iit twelve baildred niea, in 
order tu proceed the next day to the aUack of Red Bank. 

It was part of the plan, that, so soon as the assault should commence, a 
heavy cannoiiade on Foit Mifflin should be made £rom the batteries on the 
Pennsylvania shoie; and that the Vigilant ship of war^ should pass through 
a narrow channel between Hog Island, next below Mud Island, and the 
Sfoine, so as to attack the fort in the rear. MeanwhiLe, to divert the atfeen* 
tkm of the garrison and marine force, from the Vigilant, and other serious 
attacks, the advanced frigates, with the Isis and Augusta, were to apjooach 
Fort Mifflin in front, by the main channel, as far as the impediments would 
admit, and to batter the works. 

The fortifications at Red Bank consisted of extensive outer works, within 
which, was an iiitrcnchmcnt nifrht or nine feet high, boarded and fraizod, on 
which Colonel Greene of Rhode Island, the commander, had lx;stowed great 
labour. Late in the evening of the 22d, Count Donop attacked it with great 
intrepidity; it wa^j delliided with equal resolution. The outer works being 
too extensive to be maiiin d by the garnson, which did not exceed five hun- 
dred men, were only used to gall the assailants ,* and on their near approach, 
wm abandoned by the Amerioans, who retired within the inner intrench- 
ment, whence they pouved upon the Hessians, pressing on with great gul- 
lantry, a most destriictive fire. Gdonel Donop, leading his troops, received 
a mortel wound, and Lientenaiit-ooloiiel Mingerode, second in command, fell 
about the same time* Lientenantiookinel Linstng drew off the detachment; 
and being &voured by the darkness of the night, collected many of Uie 
wounded. He marched about five miles that night, and returned next day 
to Philadelphia* The lots of the assailants was estimated at four hundred 
men. The garrison, reinforced from Fort Miiflin, and aided by the gallies, 
which flanked the ITessians both advancing and retreating, fought under 
cc)V(;r, and lost only thirty-two, killed and wounded. It would appear 
from flic statemrrit given by General Howe of this enterprise, that the inner 
works couid not be carried without scaling ladders, which had not been fur* 
nished. 

In performance of the part of the plan allotted to the navy, the Augusta, a 
sixty-four gun ship, the Merlin sloop of war, and four smaller vessels, strove 
to get withm cannon shot of Fort Bfifilin* But the two first got aground, and 
weie» on the next day, set on fire and abandoned* The Augusta blew up^^ 
The repulse of the Hessians from Fort Mercer, and the able defence of 06- 
lonel Smith, at Fort Miffin,' inspured Congress with hopes, that these posts 
might be permanently maintained; and that body voted a swoid to each of 
these officers, and one to Commodore Hazlewood, who commanded the gal- 
lies, as a testimony of the national gratitude. 

XXVI. On the march of Donop to Jersey, Washington presumed, that his 
design was not to carry Fort Mercer by storm, but regularly to invest it. 
Immediate efforts were, therefore, made to get out the Jersey nvilitia; but 
owing to the porpptua! cdls for service, on the eastern frontier, and there 
being, at the moment, no governor in the state, the gubernatorial term having 
expired before the re-election, a very inefficient force was gotten into the firld ; 
and had not General Dickenson ventured to give orders by his own aiJili< •! if v, 
none would have been put in i notion. Unable to obtain a sufficient aid iVom 
Jersey, Washington, on the twenty-ninth of October, sent over some Penn- 
sylyania miiitia; and a few days after. General Vamum, with his' bri> 
gade, were posted about Woodbury, having orders to idieve and Teinfixpoe 
both ferts, as his strength would permit General Forman, with such militia 
as could be brought into the field, was directed to join him» 

XXVIL The operations of the enemy against Fort Mifflin, were unmter- 
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nipldU Thciy had oommaad of the SdiujildUy and of Phivfaioe and Oaf- 
penter's ialanoB, at its mouth. On both, batteries had been oooatnicledy to 
play on the fort, from which they were sepaiated 1^ a nanow paflsage* be- 
tween four and Ave hundred yards wide, in which weie floating batteiies. 
They had driven thence the American moveable water force, originally re- 
lied on, for security in that quarter. Its chief employment, now, was to de* 
feat preparations making at Philadelphia against the fort, by descending the 
river. The garrison consisted of three hundred continental troope, OO^; a 
number insuthcient to place a single line around tlie works. 

On the lOtli November, a new and large battery was opened from Pro- 
vince Island, wliich kept up an incessant fire througliuut that day, and seve- 
ral successive days. The block-houses of the fort were reduced to a heap 
ol' ruiiis, the palisades were beaten down, and most of the guns dismounted, 
or Otherwise disabled. The barracks were battered in every part, so that the 
troops could not continue in them. The night was spent in repairing the 
danmges of the day, and guarding against storm, of wmch they were in per^ 
petual apprehension. . If in the day a few moments were allowed for repose, 
it was taken on the wet earth, rendered, by the heavy rains, a soil mud. 
The garrison was relieved by General Vamum eveo^ forty-eight hours, and 
one-half of his brigade was constantly on duty* Colonei Smith, with the 
concurrence of General Vamum, believed the garrison ought to be with- 
drawn. But the commnnder-in-chief cherished thu hope that it m!S!;ht be 
maintained, until he, reinforced by the northern army, could make a success- 
ful ef?brt for its protection ; and therefore he directed that it sliould be defended 
to tlie last extremity. Never were orders better obeyed. On the 11th, 
Colonel Smith was wounded, and was oblig^ to yield the command, which 
was taken first by Colonel Russell, and afterwards by Major Thayer. On 
dw 15th, the eiiemy brought up thdr ships so for as the obstiuctioDs would 
permit, and having disco^eied that the <uiannel between Mud and Pronnoe 
islands would admit of large vessda, intioduoed a frigate and sloop of war, 
within one hundred yards of the works. They not fily kept up a most d» 
structivc cannonade, but threw hand grenades into them; and the musketry 
from the round-top of the frigate, killed every man that appeared on tM 
platform. Orders were given to Commodore Hazlewood, to attempt the re- 
moval of these vessels, but h^^ deemed it impracticable. The place was con- 
sequently no longer tenable, and at 11 o'clock of the niglit of the 16th, the 
garrison was withdrawn. 

From the position of Fort Mercer, its safety depended, almost wholly, 
upon the possession of Fort Mifflin. Still it was resolved to defend it. On 
the 17th, Cornwallis marched against it by the way of Chester; and, notwith- 
standing General Washington was apprized of hb intention, no effort which 
he could make could bring together, in season, e inifficient force to protect ft, 
and the fort was evacuated. A few of the smaller American gaUevs escaped 
up the river, the rest were captured or burned. The passage of the 
ware was thus opened. 

Lord Cornwallis, with a force of about five thousand men, availed himself 
of this incursion, to collect large quantities of fresh provisions for the relief 
of the British army, and had taken post on Gloncestnr Point, which was en- 
tirely under cover of the guns of the ships. General Greene commanded an 
almost equal body of troops in New Jersey, a part of which was militia, and 
awaited the arrival of Glover's brigade from the north, in order to take of- 
fensive measures against Cornwallis. But an attack npoii the British, in 
their present advantageous position, would have been unwarrantable. Yet, a 
small, but bnllianl aifair was performed, by a detachment of about one liun* 
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dred and fifty men from Morgan's rifle corps, under Lieutenant-colonel But- 
ler, and a like number of militia, under the Marquis La Fayette, wlio iicrved 
as a volunt^r. They attacked a picket of the enemy, consisting of about 
three hundred men, and drove them, with the loss of twenty or thirty killed, 
and a gnat niuDber voimded, quite into their camp; retiring thanseWes 
without piirauit I Ibond the riflemrat*' said La Fayette* in a letter to 
Washington* **0ven above Aeir reputation, and the militia above all ex* 
pectation I could have formed of them.'' CcnniwalUs, soon^ alter* returned 
to Philadelphia* and Greene joined the main army under the commander- 
in-chief. 

XXVllI. During these transactions on the Delaware, General Dickenson, 
whose perfect knowledge of the country gave every hope of success, made 
another attempt to cut olF Skinner's brigade of loyalists, stationed on Staten 
Island. He collected about two thousand men. and requested from General 
Putnam, commanding the continental troops, a diversion on the side of King's 
Bridge, in order to prevent a sudden reinforcement from New York. As his 
success depended upon secrecy, he concealed his object even from his held 
officers, until eight o'clock of the niglit on which it was to be executed; yet, 
by three next morning, Skinner was apprized of his intention* and saved his 
brigade by retiring into works too strong to be carried \iy assault. In the ^ 
ffipit* a few prisoners were made and a few men killed. Ueneral Dickenson 
returned with the loss of three killed and ten slightly wounded* 

XXIX* By the capture of Burgoyne and his army, part of the ibroe of the 
northern department might be <^led to Philadelphia. But neither General 
Gates nor General Putnam were disposed to part, readily, with their troops. 
A considerable portion of them, however, after some delay, rerirh(>d the 
camp undor (Teneral Washington, whose army, thus reinforced, amounted to 
twelve tiiousand one hundrfid and sixty-one continental troops, and three 
thousand two hundred and forty-one militia. The force of the enemy, with 
soxne detachments lately received from New York, has been stated, various- 
ly* at from twelve to fourteen thousand men* This equality induced many 
peraons to urge upon the commander-in-chief, an attack upon Howe in Phi- 
ladelphia, notwithstanding that position was covered by the Delaware on 
the right* by the Schuylkill on thie left* by the junction of these rivera on the 
rear* and by a line of fourteen redoubts on the front, extending from river 
to river* connected by abbatis and circular works* Happily* the prudence 
of the general* sustained by the advice of his superior <^Soers* resisted the 
effort. 

XXX. Master of the river Delaware, from Philadelphia to the sea, and of 
the c rmtitry on both shores to the south, the British general was relieved of 
the apprehension of suffering from a scarcity of provisions, and was at leisure 
to turn his wiiole force upon the American army, circumscribing him on the 
nortii and west; which he proposed not only io force from its present posi- 
tion, but to drive beyond the mountains* 

On the fourth of December* General Washington was apprized that an 
attempt would be immediately made upon his camp at White Marsh ; and on 
the evenmg of the same day. Sir William Howe marched from the city with 
bis whole force. About eleven at night, Captain Allen M^Lane, who had 
been detached with one hundred men, selected from several divisions, fell in 
with and attacked the British van, at the Thre^ Mile Run, on the German- 
town road, compelling their front division to change their line of march. At 
three next mnrninp', the advancinn; army encamped on Chesnut Hill, in front 
of the American right, and distant irom it three miles. Three (Jays n-ere 
syient in various manoBUvres by the British forces, diirinn; which there were 
several skirmishes, with Morgan's riflemen and some nniitia under General 
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Irviat! of Pennsylvania. The general \\n<? wounded, and with a snrnll por- 
tion of his detachment, made prisoner. A tjeiiertii action was hourly ex- 
pected, but Howe would not attack the American camp, admirably placed ; 
nor would Washington engage in a positioa less advantageous. He desired 
to be attacked, and felt coniident that Sir William Howe, stfongly enforoed, 
would not march out with his whole army, only, to march back again* But, 
on the morning of the nineteenth, ho filed off from the right by sei^ial routes, 
in full march for Philadclpha* This movement prevented the exccutioii of a 
daring design of the American general, (formed on observing the caution of 
Howe,) to surprise and seize Philadel{)hia.* 

XXXL The season had rmw become extrem^'lv severe, and it was impos- 
sible, without intense suficrmg, for an army so wretchedly furnished as was 
the American, lont^T to keep the field, in tents. That it might still continue 
to cover the country, it was resolved to take a strong position at the Valley 
Forge, and there to erect huts in the form of a n:gu!ar encampment. Thither 
the army was removed on the 12th of December. Its course from White 
Marsh, might have been tracked by the bkxid which flowed from the bare 
feet of the flddieiy. Though somewhat more cmfortable in their huts, their 
winter was one of great privation and suflering, the details of which are fe- 
remi from our present purpose. 

m order to have a full view of the campaign of 1777, it wiU be necessary 
that we, successively, narrate' the progress of General Burgoyne^ and the 
eircumj^ances which produced the important event of his capture. 

XXXn. When General Oarieton had retired into winter quarters, Genera! 
Burgoyne, who had served under him, returned to England, to communicate 
fully to the administration, the condition of affairs in the northern depart- 
ment, and to make arrangemeuLs fur the ensuing campaiflfn. With the ca- 
binet, he digested a plan for penetrating to the Hudson, from Canada, by way 
of the lakes. A formidable army was to be put under his command, to pro- 
ceed against Ticonderoga as soon as the season would permit; whilst a 
smaller feroe, under Col* St* Leger, composed of Canadians, American ie» 
fligees, a few Europeans, and man^ Indians, should march from Oswego, by 
way of the Mohawk, aivd unite with the grand army on the North river. 

* Mr. Maishall nys, vol. uL p. %9, Life of Washington, " Captain Allen f ane 
discovered, that an attempt wn^ nhout to be made to surprise the camp at White 
Marsh," &c. Anotiier version is given of this matter, by the Amerioan Quar- 
terly Review, vol. i. p. 32, )8Q7; Posnbly the officer to whom infbrmilioii wae given 
was M^Lane instead of Craiff. Both accounts, I. v. ever, may he tme. By the last 
it seems, tliat some British omcers occasionally met for conference, at the house of 
William and Lydia Darrach, Quakers, resident in the city. On the second of De- 
cember, they requeeted that the ftmiiy would retire early in the evening, as they 
would be at their room, and remain late; and added, that, when about to depart, they 
would call the wife to let them out. Curiosity, the first tempter, induced Lydia to 
approach the door of the conference chamber, shod in felt, only, and to put her ear to 
the key hole, where she heard, in detail, the plan of attack for the fourth. Under 
pretence of procuring flour from Frankford, she obtained a pa??; frnm Sir Williim 
Howe. Leaving her bag at the mill, she hastened towards the American lines, and 
encountered on the way, the American Colonel Craig, of the light horse ; to whom 
■he oomibunicated the important information. The necessary preparations were, of 
coarse, made. Lydia returned home with her flour j and anxiously awaited newB of 
tiie event; but when the British returned, did not dare to ask a question. On the 
next evening, one of the officers who frequented the house, requested her to come to 
his room, that he might sabmit some questions to her. He inquired, earnestly, 
whether any of hor family were up, the last ni^'-lit be was there. She told him, that 
•11 had retired at 5 o'clock. He observed, " 1 know tfou were asleep, for I knocked 
at yonr chamber door, three times, before yon heard me. I am entirely el aloes, to 
imagine who gave General Wasliiiigton information of our intended attack. When 
we arrived near Wliito M;ir?h, wc found all their cannon mounted, and the troops 
prepared to receive u», and wc have marched back Ukc a parcel of fools.'* 
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The mvading Ibrce, irnmediately under tlie commandfr-iii-chicf, amounied 
to about 9000 men. He was supported by Majur-geucral Phiilips, ui liie 
artillery, Major-genfiral Reidflsely and Brigadier-general Sprocht, oi' the Ger- 
man troops, together with the British GeoBrals, Frazer, Powell, and -Haniil- 
ton; all ofiioers of diBtinguished merit. The detadiment under St. Leger, 
OQBsifltBd about 1800 men; qne-halfof whom were Indians, and the greater 
proportion of the other hal( American loyalists, under the command o( Sir 
John Johnstone. A considerable force was lefl in Canada, under Sir Guy * 
Carieton, whose military command was restricted to the province. This able 
and humane officer, though indignant at having been suspended, displayed 
the grcnf n( ss of his mind, by his ready and elective assistance, in promoting 
the objects oi tho r ;im|iaign. 

XXXIII. The nortliura American army, which liad been formed only for 
the year, dissolved with that term. So far fruin teing in condition for of- 
fensive operations, scarce a show of defence could be preserved in the forts- 
The charge of this frontier was assigned to troops to be luniiished by Massa- 
chusetts, New Hampshire, and the north-western parts of New York; but 
the recruiting proceeded so slowly, that it became necessary to call in the aid 
of the northm militia. General Giltes, hiivin^ joined General ]iVashington, 
this department was solely under the command of General Schuyler, who 
fiuled in no effi>rt to fidfii its dutisB. His plans for the ensuing campaign re- 
quire 15,000 men ; a very small portion of which could be supplied to him 
in season. The services of this officer had been more solid than brilliant, 
and were not, generally, nor duly, appreciated. Dissatisfied with their ac- 
ceptation, his resignation was delayed, onl)% by patriotic motives. When 
the Itiir of a winter attack upon Ticonderoga had Ijeen removed, by the 
open stale of Lake Champlain, ho repaired to Congress to have his compli- 
cated accounts adjusted, his conduct mquired of, and his plans oi future ac- 
tion approved and sustained. When his many and arduous services had, thus, 
became fully known, Congress deemed it essential to the public interests, to 
prevail on him to retain his commission. Repealing the resolution of the 6th 
March, 1776, which fixed his head^qiiarters at Albuiy, they directed him on 
32d May, 1777, to assume the oominand of the whole northern departinent, 
insisting of Albany, Ticonderoga, Fort Stanwiz^ and theur dependencies. 

XXXIV. Sensible of the Clangers which surrounded him, he made 
- every exertion to meet them; visiting in person the several posts, and ob- 
taining supplies of provisions. He was at Albany, for these services, and 
for hasteninf^ the march of reinforcements, when he received intelligence, 
fnnn Gcnend St. ri??ir, commanding at Ticonderoga, that General Burgoyne 
had appeared before that fortress.* 

The royal army approached by the unimpeded route of the lake; and 
advanced from Crown Point, with equal caution and order, on both sides 
of the strait, through which their naval force proceeded. In a few days 
they surrounded three-fourths of the American works at Ticonderoga and 
Mount Independence, and erected a battery on Sugar Hill, com manding 
both positicHis. Th^ defence of the lutes required ten thousand men ; tm 
actual fince within them, was twenty*five hundred and forty-six contkiastals, 
and nine hundred militia, badly equipped, worse armed, and with provisions 
for twenty da3rs^ only. Had it been practicable to obtain an accurate know- 
ledge of the strength of the besiegmg army, in due season, prudence would 
have required the abandonment of the post and removal of the stores, befr^re 
its close approximation. Under existing circumstances, speodv retreat of the 
'gairison was indispensable to the safety of the tfxx>ps ; and tiiough General 

* July l»t, 1777. 
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St. Clair knew, that the whole oountry relied, confidently, on the nnuille' 
nance of the post, he wisely and heroically resolved, with the 'imanjmon» 
consent of bis officers, to abondoB it, and to preserve his army, if possible, 
for a future service. The execution of this resolution astounded axid dis- 
gusted the nation; but its propriety became evident, so soon as circum- 
- stances permitted inquiry. A few days before the place was invested, 
General Schuyler, from the inspection of the must» rolls, and other reports 
alike erroneous, had stated the strength of the garrison at five thousand men, 
and its provisions abundant; and the invading force was, generally, sup- 
posed to be inferior. When, thercfurc, it was known, that the fortifications, 
on which much money and labour had Ixicn expended, and which were 
deemed the key of tlie whole western country, had been abandoned w ithout 
an elibrt to sustain them — that an immense train of artillery, consi-stiag of 
one hundred and twenty-eight pieces, and all the baggage, military siores, 
and proviijions, had Mien into the hands of the enemy— -that the army on 
its retreat, had been attacked, defeated and dispersed, astcmishmeiit pervaded 
all ranks of men, and the conduct of the officers was universally oondenmed. 
Congress directed a recall of all the generals of the department, and an in- 
quiry lAto their conduct. Through New England, espectaily, the roost 
malignant aaj^rsions were cast on them; and Genend Schuyler, who, from 
some unknown cause, had never been viewed with favour in that part of the 
oontinenf, was involved in the common charge of treason, to which this 
accumulation of uniooked for calamity was generally attributed, by the mass 
of the people. On the representation of Washington, the recall of the officers 
was suspended, until he should be of the opinion, that the state of thiiiizs 
would admit such a measure. Gates, however, was directed to take liie 
place of Schuyler. This substitution was warranted by policy ; since it put 
at the head of the department, a general who enjoyed the public confidence, 
in the place of one who had lost it. 

On abandoning the ibrt, St. Clair retreated raindly to Castletown, thirty 
mfles from Ticonderoga. In the pursuit, the enemy, with eight hundred 
and fifty men, under General Fraser, came up with Jus rear guard, under 
Colonel Warner, which, amounting to about one thousand men, had halted 
six miles short of that place. A sharp action ensued, terminating in 
the dispersion of the Americans, with great loss, by the aid of Greneral 
Reidesel, who arrived with his division of Germans, during the heat of the 
contest. About the same time. Colonel Long w^^R driven, with his de- 
tachment, from Skeenesborough, and the stores there collected, comprising 
nearly all that had been saved from the garrison, were destroyed. Long 
retired to Fort Anne, and soon afterwards to Fort Edward, the head-quarters 
ol* General Schuyler ; whither St. Clair, after collecting the scattered remains 
of his army, also, retreated. 

XXXV* Burgoyne remained some days at Skeenesborough, to collect and 
refresh his men; whilst Schuyler employed himself in removing Che stores 
from Fort Edward, sweeping the cotmtry of every thing which could sus- 
tain an enemy, and throwing obstructions into the streams and roads, to 
check his course. Nor did he cease his endeavours to arouse the surround- 
ing country to activity. Great exertion was also made by General Wash- 
ington, to re-establish the northern army. Troops, artillery and ammunition, 
were despatched from Massachusetts and Peck's-kill. Generals Lincoln 
and Arnold, popular olTic(!rs, especially, with their coimfrymen, and the not 
less popular Colonel Mori^an, with his iii(li [;iligabie rifle corps, were ordered 
to repair to it. In the very success of Burgoyne, this able and prudent man 
saw the source of his defeat, and foretold " that the confidence derived from 
success," would hurry him into measures that would effect his rum. 
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fn dispersing the American anny» the British general had not completed 
half that was necensaiy, to enable him to reach the Hudson* The country 

through which he was to pass was in a great measure, in a primitive condi- 
tion. Its roads bad, at the best, were obstructed by hundreds of trees, which 
had been felled across them. The bridges were broken down, and his pro- 
visions, batteaux, and artillery, were to be transported over this ahnost im- 
passable route. Checked by these impediments, he did not reach that river, 
in the neighbourhood of Fort Edward, until the 30th of July. iSchuyler, who 
had been daily gathering strength, but not yet strong enough to meet him, 
on his approach, retired over the Hudson lo Saratoga, a lew miles below that 
place, and §oon after, to Stillwater, near the mouth of the Mohawk ; where 
he fbrtiiied a camp, in hopes that he should soon be in condition to defend it. 

But he did not confine himself wholly to defensive operations. The ad* 
vance of Burgoyne left the posts in- his rear uncovered, and General Lincoln 
was ordered, instee^ of inunediately joining Schuyler, to attempt, with about 
two thousand men^ to cut off the communication of tlie British with the lakes ; 
whilfit Arnold was despatched with three continental regiments to rane the 
siege of Fort Schuyler, which had been commenced by St. Leger, and to 
prevent the junction of the two portions of Hurgoyne's army. 

XXXVT. On the 3d of August, St. Leger invested Fort Schuyler, formerly 
Fort Stanwix. It was garrisoned by six hundred continental troops, com- 
manded by Colonel Gansevoort. On his approacli, General Herkimer 
assembled the mihtia of Tryon couuty, for the piu'pose of relieving the gar- 
rison. Gansevoort, a})prized of this intention, resolved on a vigorous sortie, 
to second it. Unhappily, St. Leger had learned the movement of the former, 
and formed an aihbuaoaide, into which Iferkimer fell. His party was de- 
feated with great slau^ter ; and the general and many officers were wounded* 
Its entire destruction was prevented by the timely sortie, undw lieutenant* 
colonel Willet, who iell upon the feebly guarded camp of the besiegers, drove 
the soldiery into the woods, and brought off considerable plunder, several 
Indian weapons, and other articles much valued. His party killed several 
of the enemy, of whom were some Indian chiefs. 

But a change was about to come over the fortune of Burgoyne. His star 
had reached its culmmatmg point, and its def line was as rapid as its ascen- 
sion. Fort Schuyler was well fortified, and held out. The Indians of St. 
Leger, always fickle, never persevering in continuous labour, became dis- 
gusted with the service, and impatient of the losses which they had sustained 
in the late skirmishes. At length, learning that Arnold was advancing, and a 
report pievailing, that Burgoyjie had been routed, part of them slunk away, 
and the remain£r threatened to follow. The sie^ was raised with great pre- 
cipitation; the tents left standing, and the artilfery^ with great part of the 
baggage, ammumtion, and provisions, fell into the hands of the Americans* 
The retreating army was pursued by a detachment from the garrison; and 
the Indians plundered the remaining baggage of the officers, and massacred 
such soldiers as could not keep up with the line of march. St. Leger re^ 
turned to Montreal, whence he prpceeded to Ticonderoga, with intention to 
join Burgoyne by that route. 

XXXVli. To prevent relief to the garrison of Fort Schuyler, an attack on 
the American army was suggested by St. Leger; and Burgoyne was well 
disposed to an immediate and rapid movement down the Hudson, i^ hopes 
thereby, to drive his enemy before him, and free the whole of the upper 
countiy* But his supply of provisions was with great difficulty kept up, and 
'such a movement would greatly increase that difficulty, as the communica* 
tion with Fort George, alraady endangered by the body of militia assembling 
aft White CiecJc, must be preserved by lai^r detachments from his army than 
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he waa in ooadition to make. In this dilemma, he resolved to attempt the 

large magazines of proviaioiis at Bennington. Lieutenant-colonel Baum, with 
about five hundrod men, was detached upon this service, to facilitate which, 
Burn;oyne moved down the Hudson, nnd threw part of his army across it to 
Sariit and Lieutenant-colonel ikechman with his corps, was ordered to 
support Baum. Happily, General Stark, with the New Hampshin' militia, 
was now at Bennington, on his way to camf), tot^ether with the remaiiis ol' 
Colonel Warner's continental regiment ; iiiaking in the whole, a force of two 
thousand men. Apprized of his danger, Baum entrenched himself four mileB 
firom the town, and despatched an express for & reiiiibroemeiit. But before 
Breebman oould arrive, Stark carried the works by aaaaiilt, and the greater 
part of hia detachment was killed or taken priaonera. Brechman came up 
in time to eneounter the pursuing Americans, and he abo, was compelled to 
letreat w ith the loss of many men, his artillery and baggage. Five hundred 
and 8ixty*four privates were taken prisoners, but the numbsr of killed could 
not be ascertained; the most important acquisition, at the momenty of one 
thousand stand of arms, and nine hundred swords, was obtained. 

XXXVfll. These fortimatc affairj^ hnd tho most important consequences. 
The \n !i*iK^ Mohawk country was libci.iitd from the foe — the Americans were 
at liberty ti> unite the whole of their Ibrces in the northern department against 
BurgoyiK" — the militia and continental tr (>ps recovered confidence in thf in- 
selvcs — the opinion prevailed, that the enemy was alrc!udy beaten,- and that 
the assembling of the great body of the militia, only, was necessary to compel 
him to yield his arms. The diaaflfected became timid, and the wavering 
were no longer disposed to join.an army whose capture was doomed. But 
other causes, also, imited to produce the great rssult* Venceanoe for Ae 
barbarities of the savages, fired every breast, and overcame the terror they 
had created ; the last reinlbroements of continental troops had arrived — the 
harvest which had detained the militia was gathered, and GJeneral Gates had 
succeeded the unfortunate, unpopular, l)ut meritorious Schuyler.* 

XXXIX. Notwithstanding these disast( rs, Biirgovnc adhered to his original 
purpose. By a slow and toilsome mode, having collected provisions from 
Foi f (xeoriie, suilieient for thirty days, he crosstxl the Hudson with his whole 
army on the 14th Se|)tember, and encamped on the heights and plains of 
Saratoiru, with the determination of decidmg in a general engagement, the 
late ul the expedition. 

Gates had removed his camp from the islands at the mouth of the Mohawk, 
to the neighbourhood of Stillwater. On the 17th, Burgoyne encamped within 
lour miles of the American army; and, the interval bdng employed in the 
necessary repair of bridge between the two camps, on the 19th, a general 
engagement was fought, which terminated only with the dav, and was in 
every respect favourable to the Americans. Beside the actual loss in battle, 
the Indians, Canadians, and provincialists, deserted in great numl)ors. The 
next day, intelligence was received from the north, which gave additional ani- 
mation to the Americans. Detachments from General Linroln's force liad 
been sent against the forts on the lakes, and CoIoik'I Brown had succeeded in 
capturinfi; Mount Defiance, Mount Hope, flv* old French lines, the landing, 
and about t wo hundred batteaux at the itMi tli < iu\ of Lake (George; and with 
the loss ol" only tiiree killed, and five wounded, had libenited one hundred 
Ameiicau prisoners, and taken two hundred and ninety-three British. This 
success was magnified into the reduction of Ticonderoga, and Mount Inde- 
pendence; but the attempt on these posts had been repulsed* 

The aimies retained their positions at Stillwaler, until the 7th Oct.; Bur- 

r 
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goyne, in hopes of relief, which had been promispd him before the 12th, by 
Sir Henry Clinton, from New York ; and (iatcs; in gathering in the militia of 
the country. At length, the British general beinij obliged to diminish the 
rations of his men, resolved on another trial of stntngth with his adversary. 
This, like tiie preetding battle, was maintained until night, and the advantage 
wa^, again, decisively, with the Americans. Burgoy ne was compelled to chantre 
his position, in coder to avoid the renewal of the action, on the next day, w uli 
nait of his works in possesion of the assailants. He subsequently retired to 
Saratoga, and endeavoured to open the road to Fort l^dward. But being 
surrounded, and his provisions reduced to a three days' supply, even at short 
allowance, he was constrained by the most hunuliating necessity, to open a 
negotiation with the Ainerican general, and finally to surrender himsdf and his 
army, prisoners of war, upon condition^ that he should march out of his camp 
with the usual honours, with permission to return to England, but not to 
serve against the Unitrd States until exchanged.* At the time of the con- 
vention, the American tbrce amounted to 9093 continental troops, and 4129 
militia ; but the sick exceeded 2500 men. The British force was 5752 ; hav- 
ing been reduced since it left Ticonderoga, 3248 men. In addition to this 
very great military force, the British lost, and the Americans acquired a fine 
train of artillery, seven thousand stand of excellent arms, clothing for seven 
thousand recruits, with tents, and other military stores, to a very considera- 
ble amount 

XL. During these important events, Sir Henry Clinton had endeavoured, 
not very judidously, certainly, to assist Burgoyne, by his operations in the 
south. He succeeded in capturing the fi>rts in the Highlands, and in re- 
moving the obstructions to the passage of the North river. But so much 
time was spent in burning the continental villages, and Eaopus, and in de- 
vastating the country, that he was too late to save or serve his countryman. 
Upon the capture of Burgoyne, tlm tror>ps employed in this odious service 
returnofl to New York, having iniiicted much injury upon the Amerirans, 
and added new intensity to their hatred; but, having done no good, to their 
own cause. 

About the same time, the British, who had been left in the rear of Bur- 
goyne, destroying their stores, and abandoning their cannon, retreated to Ca- 
nada, leaving the country, so late the seat of furious war, restored to perfect 
tranquillity* 

XLI« The efieot produced . hy the capture of this whole British army was 
of the highest importance, in tbiee points of view. It establbhed, inoontesta- 
Uy, the ability of the United States t6 maintain their independence; and 
though the contest might be prolonged, its idtimafe result was no longer 
doubtful. . It created doubts in Great Britain of the success in the war- — and 
it taught foreigners to confide in, and contiding, to aid, the exertions of ti^e 
States. 

XLII. The captured army was marched to th(^ vicinity of Boston, where 
some difficultif^s in procuring proper quarters for the officers, induced a re- 
monstranre from the General to Gates, in wliich he observed — " tlie public 
faith is broken." This expression led Congress to believe, that, if liberated, 
the troops would immediately join the British garrisons in America ; and 
they passed a resolution suspending the embarkation, till a distinct and ex- 
plicit ratification of the convention of Saratoga should be properly notified by 
die court of Great Britain* This event did not take place for many months, 
during which the troops continued prisoners. • 
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CHAPTER XV- 

Campaign of 1778.<^I. CoBditkts of the Armv at the VaUey Fovge and at tha eom- 

mencement of the Campaigii.-- II. Britian foraging excursions in New Jersey. 

— III. Fortunate escape or an advance party under La Fayette. — IV. Effect of 
the American successes abroad — Efforts of American Agents. — V. Measures for 
Foreiipi Allianeea— Duplicity of fVaiiee— Traatiea with her.-~VT. War betwaan 
Great Britain and France. — VII. Opinions in Great Britain — Ministerial mea 
sures. — VII T Reception of those measures in America. — iX. Arrival of a French 
Minister Plenipotentiary. — X. The British Arm^ evacuates Philadelphia — Maxch 
through Jersey. — XI. Battle of HoBiiioiith<^Bntish Army regains New Tork^ 
XII. Arrival of the French Fli ft^prrM-ccda to Rht dt: ]sl;Lnd.— XIII Attempt on 
Newport — Appearance of the Kngliaii Fleet — French and English Fleets put to 
fciea — dispersed by Storm. — XIV. JBrilish Incursions in Connecticut. — XV. Dia- 
position of tha American Army. — XVI. British Inciuaioiia into New Jersey.— 
XVII. Movements of the adverse Fleets — Detachment against the Southern 
States. — XVIII. American Army retires to winter quarters — Its improved con- 
dition. — XIX. Indian devastations — Massacre at Wyoming. — XX. OparatiOBa 
against the Indians. — XXI. Diacontent in the Jersey fine. — XXII. March of Ge- 
neral Sullivan to the Indian country — Events there, — XXllI. Expedition under 
Colonel Broadhead by the Allegheny River.— XXIV. Expedition afainat tha 
Charokaaa nndar Ganaial PiakaBa.p— UV. Unpiovakad Blanghtar of ue Indiana 
at Mwakingnm. 

T. During the winter of 1777, 1778, the condition of the American army 
at the Valley Forge was one of great peril and Rutfcring ; requiring all the 
attractive p<j\vers of tlic cause and of the general m ('(tmmand, to }>reserve 
that anny iiom dissolution. Every department was imperiectiy oraaiiized. 
But tliu want of system and exj)erience was.no where more visible than in 
those of the quai U:t master and the commis.«?ariat. Stores of the first iicccss- 
sity, invaluable from their scarcity, were carelessly abandoned, lost, or em- 
bezzled; and in a plentiful country, the troops were in danm of perishing 
for want of food. Temptiji<^ opportunities q£ annoying the enemy were 
frequently lost from ,the absolute impossitulity of supplying the parties de> 
tailed with the indispensable pnmsions. Several times, during the winter, 
the soldiers were days without meat; and vegetables and other articles, 
indispensable to health, were almost unknown to them. The subsistence 
of an army, and the agents engaged in it, should be as dependent on, 
and responsible' to, the commander-in-chief, as its military movements, and 
the ollicers who conduct them; and the negligence, fraud, or sluggislmess of 
the commissary should be as promptly and severely punishable as the coward- 
ice or treachery of the coiiil>aiant. But this dependence was denied by that 
passion for engrossing power, and tlie jealousy which refuses it to others, in- 
herent in popular assemblies. Cungress would reUnquish no powers which 
it could, itself, exercise. Early in the war, the office of commissary-general 
had be^ oool^md upon Colonel Trumbull, of Connecticut, a gentleman well 
qualified for its duties, but who, notwithstanding, having to struggle through 
the difiiculties of inexperience and original organization, could not fulfil them 
with imivefsal satisiaction. The remedy resorted to by Coi^ress increased 
the disease. They rendered his subordinates independent of the head* and 
made them accountable only to their body. Disgusted with a system, which 
subjected him to all the danger of responsibility, without the means of pro- 
tection and indemnity, Mr. Tnimlnill threw up his commission. Conse- 
quently, the army was subjected to the dread, and, not unfrpqucntly, to the 
pain, of famine. Relief was to be obtained only by compulsory military re* 
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qtuaitioiiSy and the whole country within seventy miles of head quarteis wa8» 
by the resolutions of Congress, placed at the dispoation oif the commander- 
in-chief, whereon to levy whatever might he necessary for his army. That 
patriotism which rises and expends itself in sudden ebullition, is of ordinary 

growth — is a fever contagions in crowds — ^whilst that which endures under 
the deprivation of food and raiment, amid the severities of winter, and the 
perils of disease and battle, is as rai*e as it is estimable — but it is not so rare 
as that, which in tho non-combatant, withstands the forcible, hourly, hope- 
less, unremuneraled drain of -the purse. Against the exactions, therefore, of 
the army, even the friendly farmer or dealer oppc^d the rcsuarces of his 
cunning; and though he did not furnish supplies to the enemy who teniptcxi 
him with gold, he concealed them from his friends who could pay for them, 
at best} In almost worthless paper, and frequently, only, in naked promises. 
But many, very many, had not the negative merit of forbearing to supply 
the fee ; ui de^^ite of the unceasing efibrts of the American army, the^ car* 
lied large quantities of provisions to British quarters. General Washmgton 
could obtain relief, only, by the strenuous exertions of his best officers* Ge« 
neral Ghreene, with a strong detachment, searched the surrounding country. 
Captain Lee and Captain M^Lane, excellent partisans, were despatched to 
Delaware and Maryland, and Colonel Tilghman into New Jersey — at the 
same time Washington urged upon the executives of the severnl stRtes, to 
* exert themselves for the army and the nation. But the appomtmeiit ol' 
General Greene to the office of commissary general, under the immediate di- 
rection of the commander-in-chief, in March, 1777, was the most efficient 
remedy. 

The sufferings of the troops for want of proper clothing, was not less than 
from want of kxmI. Thdr deferable ooadition» in tMs respect, disabled 
tbem from keeping the field. The' returns of the first of February, exhibit 
the astonishing number of three thousand nine hundred and eighty-nine men, 
in camp, unfit for duty, for want of clothes; of whom, scare one had shoes. 
Even among those returned, capable of duty, very many were so badly clad, 
that exposure to the colds of theseeison, must have destroyed them. Although 
the total of the army then exceeded seventeen thousand men, the effective 
rank and file, amounted, only, U> five thousand and twelve. Nakedness 
amid frost, unhealthy food, and hunger, fdled the hospitals with patients. In 
these miserable receptacles, death was most frequently found by those who 
sought for health. The provision made for them, at all times inadequate to 
their wants, was misapplied. They were crmvded in small apartments, and 
a violent putrid fever raged arnoug them, destroying more than all the other 
diseases of the camp. Had the British army, at this season, taken the field, 
it might, though with great suffering to itself, have compelled the American 
general, either to fight with inferior numbers, and to stake his army upon a * 
battle, or to retreat fiirthep into the country; which could not have been 
eflbcted without great loss, with his naked and barefooted soldiers. 

Happily, the rml condition of this army was not fully known to Sir William 
Howe. The present position had been assumed for the purpose of covering 
the country of Pennsylvania, protecting the magazines laid up in it, and cut- 
ting off the ^^iipplies of the British army. The plan extended no further than 
to guard, with the militia, the north of the S^hnvlkill, and the east of the 
Delaware, so as to restrain tiie people of the country from carrvinn; in tiieir 
provisions to market, to which they were irresistibly allured, by specie pay- 
ments. These objects were, in a gn at measure, though not efiectually, 
gained; nor, however, without occiisionally inflicting personal chastisement 
upon delinquents. 

Urn In the species of war «4iich this state of things produced, the advan- 
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tage was with the British, who^ being uoaasailablo in their quarters, and 
poosessiiig the eommand of the Delaware, might, at any lime, ravage the 
coast of Jersey, before assistance could be rendered by the ooiitiiieiital 
troops* The resistance of the milida was inconsiderable, and scarce ex- 
pected. Yet the wants of such a number of persons and horses, required a 
greater supply of fresh provisions and forage than could be procured, by 
light parties or ordinary means. And as the spring opened, with the 
design to relieve their own army, and to distress that of the Unitnd States, 
about the middle of March, Colonel Mohwofxi and Major Simcoe were 
detached into Jersey, at the head of about twelve hundred men. They 
landed at Salem, and dispersed the small bodies of militia stationed in that 
part of the country, under Colonels Hand and Holme. The iiuliiia were 
posted at Quinton's Bridge, Alloways' Creek, over which it was supposed 
the British would endeavour to fcHoe a passage* Their numbers being 
unequal to tin eflbctual reststanoe, it was only intmled to keep the &MBmj 
in some check, until they should be reinforced. A judicious plan to sur* 
prise them, was skilfully executed by Major Simcoe, one of the best par- 
tisaiis in the British service, and their guard was cut to pieces* The Ices 
of the militia, it several skirmishes, in killed and taken, was between fifty 
and sixty. 

General Washington had received early intelligence of this expedition, 
which he communicated to Gnvnrnor Livingston, with a request, that he would 
imniodiately order out the miliiia in force, to join Colonel Shreve, whose 
regiment was detacheci into Jersey to aid in protecting the rmintry. The 
governor could not bring hiH militia with sufficient expedition mto the field. 
The Legislature had neglected to make provision for paying them; and the 
repugnance to military duty which this circumstance could not fail to occa- 
sion, received no small addition from their unwillingness to expose themselves 
to its ddhgers, until a continental force riiould appear, as a point around 
which they might rally* On the arrival of Colonel Shreve at Haddonfield, 
he found, that the militia who had been assembled to aid him, and to inter- 
cept the communication with Philadelphia, amounted to less than one hun- 
dred men ; and Colonel Ellis, their commanding officer, remarked, in a letter 
to the governor, that, " without some standing force, little was to be expected 
from the militia, who being, alone, not sufficient to prevent the incursions 
of the enemy, each one naturally consults his own safety, by not being found 
in arms." 

Mahwood wrote to Colonel Hand, p reposing to re-embark his troops, to 
refrain from further injury to the country, and to pay for the cattle and 
forage he had taken, in sterling money, on condition, that the militia would 
lay down their arms and depart to their homes; threatening, on lefusal, to 
arm the tories, to attack all persons he found in arms, burn their dwellings, 
and reduce their fiunilies to the utmost distress* - And that his threats might 
not be supposed in vain, he subjoined a list of the first objects of his intended 
vengeance.*^ Colonel Hand indignantly rejected the proposifbn, and Mah- 
wo(^, but too faithfully, executed his threat ; and, although bis incursion 
continued six or seven days, he returned to Philadelphia unmolested. Not 
more than two hundred men could he collected to reinforce Colonel Shreve, 
who, unable to act with effect, did not even march to the lower parts of 
Jersey, which were plundered without restraint. 

* Those were, Edmund Keasby, Thomas Sinniekion, Samuel Dick, Whitten Crips, 
Ebcnezer Howftll, Edward Hall, John Bowpn, TlT^mn?? Thompson, George Trcrtrhr^rd! 
EHsha Cattle, Andrew Stnntckson, Nicholas Keen, Jacob Uufly, Benjamin Holmes, 
WiUism Sohute, Anthoi^ Sharpe, and Abnsr Psatoa. 
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Applications to General Washington for detachments of continental troops, 
sufficient to cover the country, were necessarily rejected, as the enemy could 
leinibroe with more facility than he, and coiiQd, consequently, maintain hJs ' 
snperiority until the wliok- war would be transferred to Jersey. He, how- 
ever, permitted Colonel Shreye to remain on the east side of the Delaware, 
and reinforced him with an additional regiment; but would not consent to 
add to the strength of this detachment, or to depart from his design to keep on 
that side of the Delaware, only, such force as would break oft' the ordinary 
intf'jc oin se between the town and country. A larger one wou!<1 only 
direct the attention of Sir William Howe towards it, and induce him to plan 
its destruction. Such an attempt on Colonel Shreve, was disappointed by a 
precipitate retreat, attended with some loss. 

In addition to the vessels whicli had been engaged in defcnce of Fort Mif- 
flin, others had been commenced above Philadelphia, but were not completed, 
whoa the British ohtained possession of the river. To protect these from the 
enemy, Washington had directed them to be sunk in such a manner as to be 
weighed with difficulty. This order was disregarded. Against these vessels 
and some stores collected at Bordentown, an expedition was successfully 
sent* General Dickenson was in the neighbourliood, ])ui his force was too 
small to interrupt the enterprise; and Greneral Maxwell, who had been de- 
tached on the first intelligence, that the enemy was advancing up the Dela- 
ware, was retarded in his march by a heavy rain, which did not delay the 
DTK) Yemen t of the Britisli troops, on board of vessels in the river. 

III. To cover the country elfectually on tlic north of the Schuylkill, and 
to form an advance guard, which might annoy the rmr of the enemy, should 
iie evacuate the city, an event, deemed daily more probable, the Marquis do 
L#a Fayette was detached, with more than two thousand choice troops, and a 
lew pieces of cannon, to take poist on the lines, with orders to occupy no 
station, permanently, tost the enemy should successfully concert an attack 
upon hdm. Having taken a momentary position at Barren Hill, ten miles in 
front of the army, at the Valley Forge, notice thereof was given to General 
Howe; who, having reconnoitred his post, despatched General Grant, on the 
night of the nineteenth of May, against him. lie succeeded in getting, un- 
discovered, into the rear of the Marquis, whilst General Gray, with a strong 
detachment, advanced by the south side of the Schuylkill, to a ford, two 
or thr( 0 miles in front of his right flank, and the residue of the army en- 
camjM'd on Chesnut Hill. The Marquis discovered the perils which envi- 
roned him, just m season, by a dexterous movement, to avoid them. He 
rapidly recrossed the Schuylkill by Matson's Ford, and took a jx>st so 
favourable fur defence, that although the enemy pursued him to the bank, 
he did not dare to wade the river to assail him. From the apparent impru- 
dence, wMch might be inferred by his surprise, the Marquis is exonerated, 
by the fact, that the troops placed by him on his lefl flank, had, ¥nthout his 
knowledge, changed their poeitbn. 

IV. In the course of the winter, the effect, abroad, of the success of the 
American arms, began to devclope itself. The government of France could 
not observe, without deep interest, the contest which was about to shake, 
to the foundation, the empire of her great enemy and rival. Though, 
labouring under financial embarraFssmnnts resn1tin<^ from her late wars, she 
could not, hnstiiv. involve herself in new expenses, yet the ministry and tlie 
nation, longed i'or an opportunity of retaliating the mortifications and defeat 
they had sustained. When the discontents of the colonies had broken into 
open hostilities, M. de \ ern^ennes and other members of the French ministry, 
declared it to be the policy of France and Spain, lo avoid aggression, for 
three causes; the two latter of which, were, doubtless, founded in truth, 

2L 
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and are entirely comprehensible:— First, for moral MflOilB» whldi ime 
ooiifi>rinable to the known opinions of the two monarchs: secondly, on 

account of the condition of thn finances, the necessity of time for reco- 
very of exhaustion, and the danger of j^erpetuating their weakness by 
premature exertion; and thirdly, that an offensive war, on the part of 
France and Spain, might reconcile the mother and her colonies ; giving the 
minister a pretext for yielding, and the provinces a motive for acceding 
to his propositions, in order to obtain time to consolidate themselves, to 
ripen their plans, and to increase their means. They came to the con- 
clusion, therefore, to watch events in Europe and Amenca; avoiding every 
thing which nught create an opinion that tbev had, in the latter, any 
authorized agent; to facilitate to the colonists, the means of piocuring, 
oommerce, the articles, and even the money which they needed, but without 
a departure from neutrality; to refit and prepare for sea, the naval force; 
but to precipitate nothing, unless the conduct of England should a^rd real 
cause to believe, that she had determined to commence hostilities. Upon 
these principles, the conduct of the cabinet of Versailles was, for a time, 
regulated. A party, however, existed in that cabinet, at whose head was 
the Queen, which avowed a disposition to seize the present moment ffx 
revenge, by humbling Great Britain, and dismembering her empire. 

The Americans hud early sought the countenance ol foreign powers, £uid, 
particularly, of France. The impossibility of obtaining a supply of arnos 
and ammunition by ordinary means, had, in 1775, induced the appointmeDi 
of agents to procure military stores abroad; who communed with a secret 
committee of Congress, empowered to correspond with their friends in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and other parts of the world. In the spring of 1776, Mr. 
- Silas Deane appeared in Paris, as a political and commercial agent, with in- 
structions to ascertain the disposition of the Fr^ch king. That "mm^i**!*, 
was still reluctant to do any act which might commit him with his enemies* 
The declaration of independence encouraged the court of Versailles to fur- 
nish, privately, means ibr continuing tiie war; but it was neither willing, nor 
prepared, to acknowledge the independence of the United States. 

V. As soon as Congress had resolved on the declaration of independence, 
,but before it was published, a project for treaties with foreign powers was 
prepared, and ministers appointed to negotiate them. Mr. Franklin, Mr. 
Deane, and Mr. Jefl^rson, were nominated ; but the last named, declining 
the appointment, Mr. Arthur Lee, then in London, was substitated. They 
assembled in Fkunb, early in the winter, were fiivourably, but not publicly, re> 
ceived; and were assured, thaf the ports of France would remain open to 
their ships, and that free commercial relations should be cherished. So closely 
did the Count de Vergennes conform to his system of caution, that, though 
the fact was known to the American commissioners, that military stores had 
been exported from the king*s magazines to America, he affected, in theai 
presence, to be wholly ignorant of it. In this state of the negotiation, the 
utmost circumspection was observed in regard to Great Britain. Every step 
was taken publicly to gratify her. The remonstrances of her ambassador 
were scrupulously attended to; the departure of ships, having military stores 
was forbidden, although they were privately permitted to sail, or sailed without 
permission; officers having leave of absence, and about to join the Americans, 
were recalled; strict orders were given, that American prizes should not be 
sold in French ports; and in some cases, cruisers were compelled to give up 
the ships they had captured, and to enter into security to cruise no nme in 
the European seas. At the same time, the Amarkan agents were privaldy 
informed, that in despite of these exactions of policy, they might confide In 
the good will of the gpvenimeDt. Means were also taken to facilitate to 
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them die negotiation of loans, and the owners of privateers were permitled» 
privately, to dispose of their prizes. 

This perplexing and uncertain state, continued from December, 1776, to 
December, 1777. The success of the campaign of the latter year placed the 
Annericans in a more iavourabie light, as possible instruments for the grati- 
fication of Gallic vengeance, and disposed the ministers to draw the relations 
with them more closely. The capture of Burgoyne determined them to ac- 
knowledge and support the independence of the ignited States. France 
frankly avowed, what folly alone eoidd tempt )kt to conceal, that in this 
measure, she sought her own interest. Thougii war with Great Hritain would 
probably be the consequence, there was a generosity displayed in abstaining 
from requiring any preference over other nations, and in treating with the 
new states as if tfaey had been long e^blished, and were in the fulness of 
strength and power* 

Two treaties were fimned. One, of friendship and commerce, recognised 
the independence of America. The other, of ailmnoe, eventual and defSisive, 
between the two nations, stipulated, that should a war arise Ix^twcen Great 
Britain and France during the existence of that with the United States, it 
should become a common cause, and that neither of the contracting parties 
should eonclude either truce or peace with Gi-eat Britain, without the formal 
ajisr'nt of the other. They mutually engaged not to lay down their arms, 
until the independence of the United States should he assured by treaty ter- 
minatmg the war. There were other provisions in this contract, which in their 
result did not affect the revolution. 

VI. iSoon after, the treaty of friendship and commerce was communicated 
by the representative of France to the British court; which, readily, con- 
ceiving, that France had not taken this step without a resolution to follow it 
dirough all its consequences, considered the notification a declaration of wdr; 
and immediately published a memorial for the justification of the hostilitieB 
she resolved to commence* 

The French mmistry received private intelligence, that the English 
cabinet contemplated to offer to the United States the acknowledgment of 
their independence, on condition of a separate peace. They communicated 
this to the American commissioners, urging them to lose no time in repre- 
senting, that the war, though not declared in form, had actually commenced, 
and that they? deeming the treaty of alliance in full force, considered neither 
party at liU rtv to make a separate peace. 

The despatches containing the treaties were i^eceivcd by the president of 
Congress, on Saturday, the second of May, after the House had adjourned. 
That body was immediately convened, and the joyful tidings communicated* 
The treaties were ratified, on Monday, with a resolution highly compli- 
mentary to the magnanimity and wisdom of the French monarch. But the 
intoxication of joy led this grave assembly into the error of publishing both, 
the avowed and concealed ; or it served as an excuse for involving France, 
inextricably, in their cause, by confirming the indignation of Ghreat Britain at 
her duplicity. 

VII. The impression made upon the British nation, though different, was 
not less, than that upon the French, by the aipture of Burgoyne; and pro- 
duced even in the cabinet, rcsolutiriis in favour of pacific measures. In 
February, 1778, L#ord North gave notice in the House of Com it ions, of his 
intention to propose a plan of conciliation. In conformity with which, he 
moved to bring in "a bill for removing all doubts and apprehensions con- 
cerning taxation by the Parliament of Great Britain, in any of the colonies 
and plantations of North America," and "a Inll to enable his Majesty to ap- 
point eonmiissioiiers, with sufficient powers to treat, consult, and agiee upon 
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tlia meant of quietiiig the disoiden now labsmtiiig in certain of the edoDioi 

of America. 

The first declared that Parliament would impose no duty payable in 

America, except such as might be expf^dif-nl for tlie purposes of rommerce, 
the nef proclucc of which, should be |);ud and applied lor tho use ol' tlif colo- 
ny in which it sliould Ix; levied, as other duties collected under the authority 
of the Legislature. The second, authorized the appointment of cummissioo- 
ers by the Crown, with power to treat, citln'r with the eonstituted authorities, 
or with intlividuals in America, — the .sLipulations which might be entered 
into, to be bubjcct to the approbation of Parliament. They were also em- 
powered to proclaim a cessation of hoetilities in any of the colonies ; to m* 
pend the operation of the non-intmourse law« and^ daring the continuanoe 
of the acty so much of all or any of the acts of Parliament, which had passed j 
since the 10th of February^ 1773, relatuig to the colonies; to grant paiden i 
to any number or description of persons; and to appoint a governor in any 
oolong, in which his Majesty had, theretofore, made such appointments. The 
duration of the last act was limited to the fiurst of June, 1779. Both were 
sanctioned ])y Parliament with little opposition. Tlieir Cerent def(x-t wa'^, thnt 
they came too late. The spirit upon which they miglit have wroualit was 
no more. It had l)een succeeded by one to which the demand of subjection, | 
and the ofler of pardon were irreparable insults. 

Belbre tliese bills could <^otten through the customary forms, intelli- 
gence was leceived of th(} treaty with France. Copies were, therefore, hur- 
ried to America, to be laid belbre Congress, and the public, that they migbt 
counteract the ^Bhd of the treaty. 

VIIL WasMngton was mstriK^ of the nature of these hills, as wdl hj 
letters, from Major-general Tryon, the British governor of New York» as fron 
other sources. The communication from Tryon, containing the estraordinBry 
and impertinent request, that it should be pubUshed to the army,'' was im- 
mediately despatched to Congress* The committee to whom it was referred, 
reported, That the bills were designed to create division among the people, 
and to encourage desertion from the common eanse, and were the serjnel of 
the insidious plan, which, from the days of the stanij) nor, iiad mvolved the 
country in contrntinn and blood; and though circumsumces might, now, 
cause a recession u-om unjustitiabie claims, they would not fail to be renewed 
upon the first fiivuurable occasion: — That, as the union of the Americans, I 
upon principles of common intereiit in defence of common rights, was 
cemented Ir^ common calamities and mutual good offices and aflection, so 
the cause for which they contended, and in which all mankind were inte- 
rested, must derive its success 6rom the contmuanoe of such union; and 
that, whoever shonld prestune to make any separate or partial oonventioo, 
with the commissioners under the crown, ought to be considered and treated 1 
as open and avowed enemies of the United States: — ^That, the Unitod Stales 
could not, with propriety, hold conference with commissioners from Grest 
Britain, unless as a preliminary, they should withdraw their fleets and a^ 
mies, or in express terms acknowledge the independence of the States: And 
that, as it appeared to ba the design of the enemies of the States, to lull thpni 
into fatal security, the States should herrdlcf! upon to use the most strenuous 
exertions, to send their respective quotius oi irooi)s uito the field, and to mnin- 
tain their militia in readiness. Fearless of the etiect of these uieasures upon , 
the public mind. Congress ordered ilu; report and resolutions to be published. , 
The alliance with France, which had been long expected, was believed by i 
emy patriot to assure the national ind^)endence,-HUid this had faecooon an | 
ebfsct too dear to be easily abandoned* | 

Subsequently to the reoqition of the copies of the bills, lettera wm J 
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onved by Congress, in the close of May, from Lord Howe and Sir Henry 
Clinton, enclosing the acts of Parliament, themselves. Congress replied — 

Your iunisliip may be aasuied, that when the king of Great Britain shall 
be seriously disposed to put an end to the unprovoked and cruel war waged 
against these United States, Congress will rt adily attend to such terms of 
peace, as may consist with the honour oi' independent nations, the interest 
of their constituents, and the sacred regard tlu v hk an to ])ay to treaties." 

The commissioners appointed to give vilW.i lo ihos(r (•onciliatorv bills, 
consisted of Governor Johnstone, Lord Carlisle, and Mr. Kdcn, to wlioni Sir 
Henry Clinton was added. The three first arrived in Philadelphia, while 
tlie dty was in possession of the British. On the 9th of June they request- 
ed* from General Washington, a passport for their secretary, Dr* Ferguson, 
with a letter from them to Congress ; but this was refused. They, then, ad- 
dressed a letter to Congress, in due form, communicating a copy of their 
commiseioD, and of the acts of Parliament, and proi^ing among other 
things, to consent to a cessation of hostilities by'sea and land; to restore 
free intercourse, to revive mutual affection, and renew the common benefits 
of naturalization, through the several parts of th^ rmpire: To ea^tend every 
freedom to trade, that the respective interest of Hritain and America could 
i-equire: To agree that no military forces' should be kept up in North Ame- 
rica, without the consent of the gencn-al Conirrcss, or particular Assemblies; 
To concur in measures " calculated to discharge the debts of America, and 
to raise the credit and value of the paj^er circulation :" 'I'o i^erpeluate the 
union, by a reciprocal deputation of agent or agent;s, who should have the 
privilege of a seat and vmoe in the rarliament of Great Britain, or if sent 
fiom Britain, in the AssotnUies of the different colonies, to which they might 
be deputed, respectively. In short, to establish the power of the respective 
Legislatures in each particular colony, to settle its revenue in civil and mili- 
taiy establidunent, and to exercise a perfect freedom in legislation and inter- 
nal government ; so that the British colonies in North Ameriea, acting with 
Great Britain, in peace and in war, under one common sovereign, might 
have the irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege, short of a total separation 
of interests, or consistent with that union of ibroe, on which the safety of 
their common religion and lib(?rty depended." 

The letter containing these propositi<ins, also, contained some observations 
reflecting on the conduct of France, which gave so much olli-nce in Congress, 
as to cause a suspension of the proceedings on the communication. But at 
lengtli, an answer was agreed uj>on, signed by the president, and Uans- 
mitted to the oonunissioners, rejecting their propositions, and assigning 
reasons therefor. 

A reply firom the commissioners fbllqwed the rejection of Congress, and 
the negotiation was thus, ior a short period, continued, during which Mr. 

Johnstone caused certain propositions, in the nature of a bribe, to be made to 
Mr* Joseph Reed, which were not only indignantly rejected by that gentle- 
man, but which induced Congress to refuse intercourse with the proposer* 

Mr. Johnstone, thereupon, retired from the commission, whilst his colleagues 
endeavoured to ])ress their view<; n])on the Ccn'jress and the nation. To the 
latter, both parties appealed tlirough the press, but the British agents were, 
in every effort, unsuccessful. 

IX. In the midst of these transactions, ihe Sieur Girard, who had nego- 
tiated the treaties between France and the United States, arrived at Phila- 
delphia, lii the character ol' minister plenipotentiary of his most Christian 
Majesty. This event produced unbounded joy among the people and Con- 
greas, by whom the minister was meived with every demonstiatioii of 
respect* 
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X. About the time the command of the army devolved on Sir Heqry 
Clinton, orders were received for the evacuation of Philadelphia. The part 
which France was about to take in the war, with the naval force she had 
propRred, rend^rod this rity a dangerous position, and determined the admi* 
nistralion, entirely, lo abandon tho Dolau ;i rr. Preparations to this end were 
actively pursued, but it was some lime uncertain, to what point the army 
was destined. At length, the intention was apparent to reach New York 
through the Jerseys. Upon this presumption, General Washington con- 
ducted his operations. 

General Maxwell, with the Jersey brigade, was ordered to take post about 
Mount Holly, and to unite with Major-general Dickenaon, who waa assem* 
bling the militia, for the purpose of brealdng down the bridges, falling trees 
in the roads, and otherwise embarrassing the march of the British genejnl* 
Instructions were given to these oflioers, to guard carefully against a cuiqi 
de main, and to keep the pailitia, in small light parties, on his flanks. 

When Washington learned, that the greater propoilion of the British army 
had crossed the Delaware,* he convened a council of general officers, to 
determine on his course. The force of the armies was nearly equal, the 
numerical advanta^rc Ix^ing with the Americans; the British having ten, and 
the Americans between ten and eleven, thousand. Of seventeen general 
officers, VV ayne and Cadwalader, alone, were decidedly in favour of attacking 
the enemy. Fayette inclined to thai ojiinion without openly embracing it. 
Consequently, it was resolved, not to risk a battle. 

Sir Henry Clinton moved with great deliberation; seeming to await the 
approach of his adversBTy. He proceeded tiirough Haddonfieldyt Mount 
Holly, Slabtown, and Crdeswicks, to AUentown and Imlaytown, which he 
reached, on the twenty-iburth. Dickeosoii and Maxwell retued bdbi^ him, 
unable to obstruct his mai r li otherwise than by destroying the bridges* As 
his route, until he passed Crosswicks, lay directly up the jDelawarB,aiidat 
no great distance from it. General Washington found it necessary to make 
an extensive circuit, to pass the river at Coryell's Ferry. Pursuant to the 
settled plan of avoiding an enga o-ement, he kept the high grounds, directing 
his course so as to cover the important passes of the Highlands. He crossed 
the river on tlie twenty-second, and remained the twenty-third at Hopewell, 
in the elevated country, adjacent to the river. 

Greneral Arnold, whose wounds yet unfitted him for service, was directed 
to possess himself of riiiladelphia, and to detach four hundred continental 
troops, and such militia as could be collected, to harass the rear of the enemy* 
*I!kaa service, by the order of the commander-in-chief, was confided to Gene- 
ral Cadwalader, who could only add to his continental fiwce, fifty vohmteen 
and fi>rty mifitia» commanded by General Lacy. From Hopewell, Bfeigpa, 
with six hundred riflemen, was detached to annoy his right flank; Dicken- 
son, widi about one thousand Jersey militia, and Maxwell's brigade, hung od 
bis lefl. 

XI, In this position of the armies, GcJneral Washington, who had rather 

acquiesced in, than approved, the decision of the late council of war, and 
was disposed to seek tettle, again submitted the proposal to the consideration 
of the general officers, by whom it was, again, negatived. By their advice 
a chosen body of fifteen hundred men, under Brigadier-general Scott, was 
added to the corps on the left flank of the enemy. But Washington being 

* June 18tli, 1777. 

t The night that the British encaniDed at Haddonfield, Captain M'Lane, bj orders 
fiom G«n«iil Arnold, pasied thfougn their cunp, and repoftod their ntuation lo the 
fsnerd. 
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. supported by the wishes of some officers whom he highly valued, deteniuiied» 
on his own responsibUity, to bring on a general engagement. The enemy 

being on his march to Monmouth court-house, he resolved to strengthen the 
force on his lines, by despatching!; (Tenerai Wayne with an additional corps 
of one thousand men. The coiUuiLntal troops, now, tiirown in front of the 
army, amounted to four thousand men, a force sufficient to require the di- 
rection of a major-general. The tour of duty was General Lee's; but, he, 
having declared, sn ongly, against iiazaiding, even a partial engagem^t, and 
supposing that, ui conformity with the advice signed by all the generals in 
camp, save one, nothing woqld be attempted beyond leconncntring the 
enemy, and restraining the plundering parties, showed no dispositioii to 
assert his claim; but yielded the command to General La Fayette. All the 
continental parties on the lines were placed under his direction, with orders 
to take measures, in concert with General Dickenson, to impede the march 
of the British, and to occasion them the greatest loss. These measures de- 
monstrated the 'wishes of the commander-in-chief, tending almost inevitably 
to a general battle. Wayne had earnestly advised it, and La Fayette in- 
clined towards a partial engagement. Colonel fJamilton, who accompanied 
him, had the strongest desire to signalize the detaclunent, and to accomplish 
all the wishes of Washington. These dispositions having been made, the 
main army was moved to Cranberry, on the 26th, to support the advance* 
The intense heat of the weather, a heavy storm, and a temporary want of 
provisions, prevented it from proceeding further next day. The advanced 
corps had pressed forward and taken a position on the Monmouth road, about 
live miles in the rear of the enemy, with the intention of attacking him on 
the next morning. It was now, however, too iem6te, and too far on the 
right, to he supported in case of action; and pursuant to orders, the Sfarquis 
filed off by his lefl, towards Englishtown, early on the ntoming of the 27th* 

General Lee had declined the command of .the advance party, under the 
c^inion, that it was not designed for effective service ; but perceiving, soon 
after its march, that much importance was attached to it, and dreading lest 
his reputation niiuht sutler, he earnestly solicited to be placed at its head. 
To relieve his feelings, without wounding those of La Fayette, Washington 
detached the former, with two utlier brigades, to support the Marquis. Lee 
would, of course, have the direction of the whole front division, amount- 
ing now to five thousand men; but he stipulated, that if any enterprise had 
b^en formed by La Fayette, it should be executed as if the commanding 
officer had not been changed. 

Sir Henry Clinton had taken a strong position, on the high grounds about 
Monmouth court-house,* havmg his right flank in the skirt of a small wood, 
his left secured by a thick one, and a morass towards his rear* Hfis whole 
front was, also, covered by a wood, and, for a considerable distance towards, 
his leil, by a morass, and he was within twelve miles of the high grounds 
about Middletown; after reaching which, he would be perfectly secure. 

Under tliesc circumstances. General Washinnlon determined to attack 
their rear, the moment they should move from llieir ground. This determi- 
nation was communicated to Lee, with orders to make his dispositions, and 
to keep liis troops constantly lying on their arms, that he might be in readi- 
ness to take advantage of the first movement. Corresponding orders were 
also given to the rear division. 

About five in the morning of the twenty-eighth, intelligence was received 
from General Dick^iison, that the front of the enemy was ui moti(m* The 
troops were immediately under arms, and Lee was directed to move on, and 
attack the rear, unless there should be powerful reasons to the contrary." 
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He was, at tlie same time, infbnned, that the main aimy vould manii to 

support him. 

Sir Henry Clinton, pcTroiving that the Americana were in his neighbour- 
hood, changed the order ol' his march. The l)nggage was placed under the 
care of (leiioral Knvphausen, while tlie flower of his army, unincumbered, 
formed the n.-ar division commandcMl hy Lord Cornwallis ; mIio, to avoid 
pressing on Knyphausen, remainod on his ground until about eight, and then 
descending from the heiglits of Freehold, into a plain of about three miiesin 
extent, took up his line ol' march in rear of the front division.* 

General Lee made the dispositions necessary for executing his orders; 
and, floon after the rear of the enemy was in motion, prepared to attack it. 
General Dtckensan had been directed, to detach aome of his best troops, to 
coH)perate with him; and Morgan to act on the enemy's right flank, but with 
so much caution, as to be able readily to extricate himself, and to fimna 
junction with the main l)ody. 

Lee appeared on the heights of Freehold, soon after the enemy had left 
them, and following the British into the plain, gave directions to General 
Wayne to attack their covering party, so as to halt them, but not to prr^ 
them sufficiently to force them up to the main body, or to draw reinforce- 
ments from thence, to their aid. In the mean time, he proposed to gain their 
front by a sliorter road on their left, and entirely intercepting their commU' 
nicatio!i with the line, to bear them off beforf^ they could be assisted. 

While in the execution of this design, a gentleman of General Washing- 
ton's suite came up to gain intelligence, and to him, Lee coniinuiiicated his 
l^esent object. 

Sir Henry Clinton, 'soon after the rear division was in foil march, ob> 
served a column of the Americans on his left- flank. This being militia, 
was soon dispersed. When his rear guard had descended from the hilis, 
it was followed hy a strong corps;, soon af^er which, a cannonade upoo it 
was commenced from some pieces commanded by Colonel Oswald, and, 
at the same time, he received intelligence, that a respectable force had 
shown itself on both his flanks. Relieving a design to have l>ecn formed 
on his baggage, which in the defiles would bo exposed, he determined, in 
order to secure it, to attack the troops in his rear, so vigorously, as to 
conipfl them to call off those on his Hanks. This induced him to march 
buck his whole rear diviyiun, wliich movement was making, as Lee advanced 
ibr the purpose of reconnoitring, to the front of the wood, adjoining the 
plain. He soon perceived himself to have mistaken the force which formed 
the rear of the British; but he yet proposed to engage on that groond, 
aiAough his judgment, as was afterwards stated by himself, on an inquiry 
into his ccmduct, disapproved of it; there being a morass immediately in l»i 
rear, which could not be passed without difficulty, and which would neces- 
sarily impede the arri\ al of reinforcements to his aid, and embarrass his 
retreat should he be finally overpowered. 

This was about ten o'clock. While both armies were preparing for action, 
Greneral Scott (as stated by Gtnieral Lee) mistook an oblique march of an 
American c^ilumn for a retreat; and, in thf^ npprehnn-^inn of being aban* 
doned, left his position, and repassed the ravine in his rear. Being himself of 
opinion, that the ground on which the army was drawn up, was by no means 
favourable to them, Lee did not correct the error Scott had committed, but 
directed the whole detachment to regain the heights they had passed. He 
was pressed by the enemy, and some slight skirmishing ensued, during this 
retrograde movement, in which not much loss was sustained on eith^side* 

* Letter of Sir Honry Clinton. 
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When the first firing announced the commenct ment of the action, the 
rear division liirew off their packs, and advanced rajjidly to supfx)i t tli(' inmU 
As they approachod the scene of action, Washingluii, who liarl rcriMscd no 
intelligence Ifoiii Lee, notifying his retreat, rode forward; aiid about iiuen, 
aAer the army had marched five miles, to his utter astonishment and 
mortification, met the advanced corps retiring before the enemy, without 
liaving made a Bingle eflS>rt to mamtain tlieir ground. Those whom he fint 
fell m withy 'neither understood the motives which had governed Geneial 
Lee, nor his present design; and could give no other information than thati 
by his orders, thejr had fled without %hting. 

Washington rode to the rear of the division, which was closely pressed. 
There he met Lee, to whom he spoke in terms of some warmth, implying 
disapprobation of his conduct. He also gave immediatt; orders to the regi- 
ments commrindod by Cglonel Stewart and Lieutenant-colonel Ramsay, to 
form on a piece of ground which he d(^med proper for tlie purpase of check- 
ing the enemy, who were advancing rajjidly on them. General Lee was 
then directed to take proper measures, witli the residue of his force, to stop 
the British column on that ground, and the commander-in-chief rode back, 
himself, to arrange the rear division of the army. 

Hiese orders wm executed with firmness. A. sharp conflict ensued, and 
when forced from the ground on which he had been placed, Lee brought off 
his troops in good order, and was, th^ durected to form in the rear of Eng- 
lishtown. ^ 

The check thus given the enemj, aflSirded time to draw up the left wing 
and second line of the American army, on an eminence, partly in a wood, 
and partly in an open field, covered by a morass in front. Lord Stirling, 
who commanded the wing, brought up a detachment of artillery, under 
Lieutenant-colonel Carrington, with some field pieces, which played with 
considerable effect on the enemy, who had passed the morass, and were 
pressing on to the charge. The^ pieces, with the aid of several parties of 
infantry, detached for the purpose, clTectualiy put a stop to their advance. 
The American artillery were drawn up in the open field, and maintained 
their ground with adnnrahle finnness, under a heavy and persevering fire 
firom the British. 

The ri^ whig was, for the day, commanded by General Gieene. To 

expedite the msrrch, and to prevent the enemy from turning the right 
flank, he had been ordered to file off by the new church, two miles from 
Englishtown, and to fall into the Monmouth road, a small distance in the 

rear of the court-house, while the residue of the army proceeded directly to 
that place. He had advanced on this road considerably to the ri':jbt of, and 
rather beyond, the ground on which the armies were now eniraged, when he 
was informed of the retreat of Lee, and of the iiew disposition of the troops. 
He immediately changed his route, and took an advantageous position on the 
right. - ' 

Warmly opposed in front, the enemy attempted to turn the left flank of 
the American army, but were repulsed, and driven back by parties of ui* 
fentry. They then attempted the right, with as little success. Greneral 
Gieene had advanced a body of troops, with artillery, to a commanding 
piece of ground in his front, which not only marred their design of turning 
the right, but severely enfiladed the party which yet remained in front of the 
left, wing* At this moment. General Wayne advanced with a body of in- 
fentry in front, who kej)t up so hot and well directed a fire of musketry, 
that the British soon gave way, and withdrew behind the ravine, lo the 
ground on which the first halt had U^vn made. 

Here the British line was formed on very strong ground. Both flanks 
2M 
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were secured bv thick wnoik and morasses, wliilt; tlieir front could be r^u^hed, 
only, through a nairuw pa.N.s. 1 he day had been intensely hot, and the troops 
were much fatigued. Still Washington resolved to renew the engagement. 
For this purpose, Brigadier-general Poor, with his own and the (^urolina 
brigade, gained the enemy's right flank, while Woodford, with his brigade, 
turaed their left, and the artillery advanced on them in front. Bat the impedi- 
ments on the flanks of the enemy were ao considerable, that before they 
could be overcome, and the troops approach near enough to cammence the 
attack, it was nearly dark* Under these circumstances, further qpemtioDS 
were defcrn c] until morning. The brigades on the flanks kept their ground 
through the night, and the other troops lay on their arms in the field of 
battle, in order to be in perfect readiness to su[)port them. General Wash- 
inj^ton, who had, throii^^h the day, been- extremely active, passed the night, 
in liis cloak in the midst of his soldiors. 

lii the mean time, the British were employed in removing their wounded. 
About midnight they marched away in such silence, that their retreat was 
without the knowledge of General Poor, who lay very near them. 

As it was perfectly certain, that they would gain the high grounds about 
Middletown, before they could be overtaken, where they could not be at- 
tacked with advantage ; as the face of the country afforded no prospect of 
opposing their embarkation; and as the battle, already, fought had terminated 
favourably to the reputation of the Amorican arms; it was thought advisable 
to relinquish the pursuit. Lf'aving the Jersey brigade, Morgan's corps, and 
M'Lane's command * to hover about them, to countenance doscrtion, and 
protect the country iVoni their depredations, it was resolved to move the 
main body of the army to the Hudson, and take a position which should 
effectually cover the important passes in the Iliirhlands. 

The loss of the Americans was eight oOiccrs and sixty-one privates killed, 
and about one hundred and sixty wounded. Among the slain were Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Bonner of Pennsylvania, and Major Dickenson of Virginia, 
both much regretted. One hundred and thirty were missing; of whom 
many afterwards rejoined their regiments. 

Sir ITenry Clinton stated his dead and missing at (bur officers, and one 
hundred and eighty-four privates; his wounded, at sixteen officers, and one 
hundred and fifty-four privates. This account, so far as respects the dead, 
cannot be correct, as four officers, and two hundred and forty-five privates 
were buried on the field, and some ihw were afterwards found and buried, so 
as to increasi^ tlio niuuber to nearly three hundred* The uncommon heat of 
the day was fatal lu several un both sides. 

As usual, when a battle has not been decisive, both parties claimed the 
victory. In the early p.art of the day, the advantage wa.s certauily with the 
Britbh ; in the latter part, it may be pronounced, with equal certainty, to 
have been with the Americans. They maintained their ground, repulsed 
the enemy by whom they were attacked, were prevented only by the night, 
and the retreat of Sir Henry Clinton, from renewing the action, and suflmd 
in killed and wounded less than t!i( Ir adversaries. 

Independent of the loss sustained in the action, the British army was con- 
siderably weakened in its way from Philadelphia tp New York. About one 
hundred prisoners were made, and near a thousand soldiers, principally 
foreitrners, rn;uiy of whom had married in Philadelphia, deserted the Briddb 
standard during tiir uuircli. 

W hilst the arniii s were traversing the Jerseys, Gates, who commanded 
on the North river, by a well timed and judicious movement down the Hud- 

* The militia had returned to their homes immediately after the action. 
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son, threatened New York, for thf' purpose of restraining the garrison of that 
place, I'rom reinforcing Sir Henry, Clinton, should such a measure be con- 
templated. 

The conduct of Lee was generally disapproved. As, however, he had 
possessed a large share of the confidence of the commander-in-chiet; it is 
probable, that explanations might have been made, which would have rescued 
him from the imputations cast on him, and have restored him to the esteem 

of the army, could his haughty tcm[K r have brooked the indignity he be- 
lieved to have been offered him on the Aeld of battle. General Washington 
had taken no measures in consequence of the events of that day, and, pro- 

hnbly, would have como to no resolution concerning them, without an ami- 
cable explanation, had he not received from Lee a letter, in very unbe- 
cominf? terms, in which he manifestly assumed the station of a superior, and 
required rcparalion for the injury sustained, from the very singular expres- 
sions, said to liave been used, on the day of the action, by the commander-in- 
chief. 

This letter was answered by an assurance, that so soon as circumstances 
would admit of an inquiry, he should have an q[iportunity of justifying him- 
self to the army, to America, and to the world in general, or of convincing 
them that he had been guilty of disobedience of orders, and misbehaviour 
before the enemy. On the same day, on Lee*s expressing a wish for a 
speedy investigation of his conduct, and for a court-martial, rather than a 
court of inquiry, he was arrested, 

First. For disolx'tlicnce of orders in not attacking the enemy on the 28th 
of June, no^fponlilv to rej>eated instructions. Secondly* For mislx;haviour 
before the enemy on the same day, in ninldnii; an umiocossary, disorderly, 
and shameful retreat. Thirdly. For disicspect (o tlic coniuiLindcr-in-chief 
in two letters. Before this conespondf^nro had takcMi place, strong and spe- 
cific charges of misconduct had been made against General Lee, by several 
officers of his detachment, and particularly, by Generals Wayne and Scott. 
In these the transactions of the day, not being well understood, were repre- 
sented in colours much more un&vourable to Lee, than facts would justify. 
These representatbns, most probahly, produced the strength of the expres- 
sions contained in the second article of the charge. A court-martial was 
soon calledt over which Lord Stirling presided; and, after a full investiga* 
tion, Lee was found guilty of all the charges exhibited against him, and sen- 
tenced to be suspended for one year. This sentence was aRorwards, though 
with somp hositation, approvr-d, nhnost unanimously, by ( Jongi-oss. The 
court softened, in some degree, liie severity of the second charge, bv finding: 
him guilty, not in its very words, but of misbehaviour b(?foi*e the enemy, by 
making an unnecessary, and, in some few instances, a disorderly retreat. 

Lee defended himself with liis accustomed ability. He suggested a variety 
of reasons justifying bis retreat, which, if they do not absolutely establish 
its propriety, give it so questionable a form, as to render it probahle that a 
public examination never would have taken place, could his proud spirit have 
stooped to o^r explanation, instead of outrage, to the commander-in-chiefl * 

The attention of Genertd Washington was now turned, principally, to the 
North river, towards which the march of his army was directed, with the 
intention of continuing some time about Haverstraw* And soon afler he 
crossed the North river to the White Plains. 

After remaining a few days on the high grounds of Middletown, Sir Henry 
Clinton proceeded to Sandy Hook ; whence he passed his army over to New 
York. This transit was efferfefi })v means of the fleet under Lord Howe, which 
had arrived off the Hook on the 28th of June. 
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XII. Upon the day of bottle, the French fleets under Count d'Estaing, 
having on board a respedable body of land forces, made tbe coast, cff 
Chbooteague inlet. Had it arrived a few days earlier, its superior force 
would have shut Lord Howe, and the British fleist, in tbe Delaware; and the 

capture of the army, under Sir Henry Clinton would, probably, have follow- 
ed. The count proceeded to Sandy Hook, for tbe purpose of attackiDg tbe 
British fleet in port; and should this be found impracticable, to make an at- 
tempt on Rhodo Isl.md. Thn first was defeated by the shoainess of the bar, 
at the mouth ofthc^ hnrhnur. 

XIII. In thf pri <M (iiiiL^r wintf^r, General Sullivan had been detached tu 
command the troops hi Ui)o<ic hslam!, and he was now directed to make such 
requisitions on the militia of New En^kuui, and to prepare sueli measures, 
as would enable him to attempt the town of Newport. General La Fayette 
joined him with two brigades; and soon after. General Greene aasomed 
conunand of the whole fitrce. On the 26lh of July, the French fleet appear- 
ed off Newport, and cast anchor about five miles from that ^oe, withoiit 
Brenton*s Led^ 

Sir Henry Clinton, apprehensive n)r the safety of his troops at Newport, 
had reinforced Major-g^ral Pigot, who commanded on Rhode Island, and 
the garrison, now, amounted to six thousand effectives* Their main body 
lay at Newport; and the American army, under Sullivan, about the town of 
Provideucr. A plan for the reduction of Newport, wns concerted between 
D^Bstaing and Sullivan, in pursuance of which, the iattt r lauded a force of 
near nine thousand men, on the island. Rut having, as the count supposed, 
iniproiM'rly, lai<en preterence of the French, he became offended, and some 
delay occurred in the co-operation of the French forces. In the rneuu time, 
a reinforcement to the British fleet arrived from Europe, under Admiisl 
Byron, who came out to relieve Lord Howe* This ciicumstanoe detenninal 
the latter, though still superior in fofoe, to attack the Fkrench fleet bsfine 
Newport* Having approached that town, D*E8taing, with the weather 
lefl the harbour to give battle. Howe deemed this an advantage in addra 
to numerical superiority, too great to encounter, and immediatdy put to sea, 
ibUowed by the French. Two days were spent in fruitless manoeuvres; 
and on the third, the fleets were separated and dispersed, by a storm. In a 
shattered condition, the English vessels sailed for New York, niid the French 
for Rhode Island. D'Estaing, alleging his instrLictions to repair to Boston, 
should a superior l^ritish force reach America, relhsed to renew the attempt 
on the island, and loft the American army thei-e, to contend alone with the 
British in their entrenchuu iits. Against this measure, all the general €&• 
cers, except La Fayette, warmly protested. But thus deserted, the siege of 
Newport was broken up, on tbe night of the 26th of August; the amy » 
tiring, unobeerved, to the northern end of the island. The British followed in 
two columns, and a smart action was fought, in which the American troops 
showed great firmness and courage. Tm h^le ended with the day; both 
parties oUiiniing the victory^ SuUivan rt to e nt ed from the island on the SOtfai 
just in season to save his army ; for on the next day. Sir Henry Clinton ar- 
rived with a force which would have rendered it impracticable. The con- 
duct of the general was highly approved by Congress. But an unfortunate 
expression, in his general orders, seemingly, reflecting on the conduct of the 
Frfinch, gave the ollieers of their fleet anil army some otlence, which induced 
a repre.seiitation from D'Estaing to the national council. The inhabitants of 
New England, generally, were so much discontented with the conduct of the 
fleet, that fears were entertained, lest the means of repairing the ships, could 
not be procured. These dangerous and irritating dissentions were opfO^ 
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by tho, interference of Washington, Hancock, Greene, and uilior American 
jjatriotii, who justly dreadcU their eiiect on the late of the country. 

The English fleet had suffered less from the storm than the French ; and 
Lord Howe, after refitting at New York, saBed for Boston, in hope of inter- 
cepting D^Estaing; but &ling in thia, and finding him safely moored iathe 
harbour, he returned to New York, where receiving such additions to. hia 
ibroe, as rendered him decidedly superior to his adversary, he resigned tho 
command to Admiral Gambier, until the arrival of Admiral Byron^ daily 
e:q)ected from Halifax. 

XIV. On his way from Rhode Island to New York, Sir Henry Clinton 
prepared to make n descpnt on New London; but the winds pruvini,' adverse, 
he lefl the troops ami trnnsports, under Major freneral Gray, to conduct an 
expedition to the east ward, as far as Buzzard's Bay* Gray destroyed a 
number of pn\ at( t rs, with their prizes, and some merchant vessels in Acush- 
net river, and reduced, on the 5th of September, great part of the towns of 
Bedford and Fairhaveu, where a considerable quantity of provisions, military 
and naval stores, wete reduced to ashes. At BfarUia's Vineyard, several 
vessels and salt works were destroyed, and a heavy oontribution of live 
stock, levied on the inhabitants. 

XV. Apprehensive that a combined attack of the land and naval force of 
the British, would be made on the French, fleet. General Gates was directed 
with three brigades to proceed as far as Danbury, in Connecticut, there to 
await orders. And with a view, both to the passes of the Highlands, and 
the eastern States, the camp at White Plains was broken up, and the main 
body of the army took a position further north, at Fredericksburg; while 
General Putnam was detached with two brigades, to the neighbourliood of 
West Point, and General M*Dougal with two others to Danbury, to join 
General Gates. 

XVI. Soon after the return of Gray, a large British force from New Yuik, 
in two ctdumns, ascended the North river, by either bank. That on the west, 

five thousand men, was commanded by Comwallis, und that on the east, of 
three thousand, by Knyphausen. Their principal object was oonjectared to 
be forage. Tho west corps surprised the cavalry regimeirt of Colonel Baylor, 
at Taupan, or Harringlon. The British troops, on the 27th of September, 
rushed upon them in a bam where they slept, and refusing quarter, used the 
bayonet with savage cruelty. Of one hundred and four privates, sixty -seven 
were killed, wounded or taken — CJolonel Baylor and Major Cloujrh, !x)th 
wounded, the former dangerously, the latter mortally, were among tho pri- 
soners. Some miiitia in the same neighbourhixxl, apprized of the approach 
of Colonel Campbell, who was sent against them, made their escape. The 
cruelty exercised on this occasion was, by the request of Congress, e,stablish- 
ed by an inquisition instituted by Governor Livingston. This aliair was in 
some degree balanced by one which occurred three days after. Colonel 
Richard Sutler, assisted hy Major Lee, with part of hitf cavalry, fe^ in ndlJl 
a party of fifteen chasseurs, and an hundred yagers, under Captain Donop^ 
on whom they made so rapid a chaige, that, without the loss of a man, th^ 
killed ten of the enemy on the spot, and took the officer commanding the 
chasseuis, and eighteen of the yagers, prisoners. 

This movement had been, in part, designed to favour an expedition against 
Little Egg Harbour. Cotmt Pulaski hnd been appointed general of the 
American cavalry, but the dissatisfaction ofthe offirors inrkirod him to ro^i^rn 
his commission. He obtained permission to raise a If rrinnary corps, consist- 
ing of three incomplete companies of horse, and the like number of foot, 
officered by foreigners, among whom was one Juliet, a deserter from the 
enemy. The Count had been ordered from Trenton to Little Egg Harbour,. 
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and was lying flight or ten miles Irom the const, when hi? position was be* ■ 
traycd by Juliet. The plan to Burpriiie him was succc8:$rui, mth respect to i 
his iDfantry, who were ])ut to the bayonet. The Bjritish account represents 
the whole corps to have been destroyed ; but the Count admitted a loss of 
aboMt forty only— and averred, that with his cavalry, he drove the enemy • 
ffoni the ground. 

XVII. Admiral Byron assiniu d the command of the British fleet at New | 
York, in September, and in October, appeared before Boston^ for the purpose j 
of blocking up D'Estning, and availiiin; himsHf of any cimirnstniirf which , 
might favour an attack on the French iV'vt. Jkit a I'urious stonn drivirt'^ . 
him to sea, aud essentially injuring him, hv was compelled to i)ut uito iilmlo 
Island, to refit. The French admiral, improving thf> fjivourablo (Opportunity, 
.sailed on the 3d of NovenilKi', lor the West Indies. 1 iius terniiiialed, with, 
out material afi vantage, an expedition, of whose success the most sanguine 
expectations had been entertained. 

Upon the same day, a detachment of five thousand men, from the British 
army, sailed from New York, under Major-general Grant, with the like des- 
tination ; and towards the close of the month, another under Colonel Camp 
bell, f'liibarked, to act oflensively, against the southern States. 

XVII I. As there yet remained in New York a force sufllcient for its de- 
fence, the American army retired, in December, into winter quarters. The 
main body was cantonorl in f'onnccticut, on both sides of the North river, 
about West Point, and at Middlcbrook. Th(> tr(x>]is af^^ain winterf'd in hut.s, 
to which th(*}- had bt^comc accustomed; and thougti tar trnm being well clad, 
their condition was in this respect, So much nrwh'orated, hy supplies Irom j 
France, that they bore every inconvenience wiliiuiit it|»iiiing. 

The errors of the first years of tlie war had produced sonic useful reforms. 
The insufficiency of the provision for the support of the military officers, had 
caused the resignation o£ many, to the great injury of the service. Piom 
the convictions of justice and policy, and Srom respect to the earnest and dis* 
interested recommendation of General Washington, Congress allowed half 
pay, for seven years after the expiration of service; which was subsequently 
extended to the end of their lives, but was finally commuted for full pay, for i 
five years* Resignations were afterwards rare, and the States reaped the 
benefit of experienced officers, until the war was ended. A system of mom 
regular discipline was introduced into the army, by Baron de Steuben, who 
had served under the King of Prussia. A very important amelioration was 
elTectod in the medical department, liv appointing diffcn^'nt officers to dis- . 
charge the directing and purveying Imsin* ss of the military hospitals, which 
had been before united in the same hands. TIk^ merit of this cliange is due 
to Dr. Rush. And the ordinances limiting prices, being found utterly im- 
practicable, were abolished. 

XIX. Throughuut all the borders of the hmd, a barbarous war was carried 
on by the savages, in which the usual restraints on the worst passions of our 
nature were abandoned. The American tories and refugees, who had fl(^I 
to the wilds, under the disguise of Indians, indulged an unbounded lust for 
rapine. These tutored savages acted as guides to the war parties, leading 
them into the richest and undefended settlements, and enabling them fre- 
quently to escape with impunity. Any reverses they might occasionally 
suffer, were amply comprnsntrd )>v the British a^nts, who^se inhuman po- 
licy had armed the murderers' hands, and daily urged them to action. | 
Whilst the war was distant from the Indian country, the Indians experienced 
none of its evils. It produced only the pleasure of adventure, and of sudden and 
extraordinary acquisition. A particular detail of the devastations of property, 
of the -distress of all sexes, ages and conditions, who were driven from their 
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conflagrated honiQs, and wasted farms, to seek precarious shelter in the forest, 
and to subskt upcn the spontaneous productions of the earth, and an account of 
the barbarous murders, would exceed our limits, and be but repetitions of dis- 
gusting acsenes of horror. We will dwell only on the massacre at Wyoming, 
in Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, perpetrated under Colonel John Butler, a 
Connecticut tory, and an inhabitant of that charming valley, which in atro- 
city has never been surpassed. Karly in July, 1778, a party of one thousand 
one hundred, of whom nme liundrod were liuiian?:, entered this now setllo- 
ment. One of the forts, which had been constructed for the security of the 
inhat>it;ints, being garrisoned by concealed turies, was surrendered, without 
t'l pusition. Another was taken, part of the gnrrison l^-fA ing retired. The 
two principal forts, however, were Kingston and Wilk< si arrc, near each 
other, on opposite sides of the Susquclianna river. 'I'hc iii^L coiiuuued Co- 
lonel Zebu Ion Butler, a cousin of the tory chieAain, with the greatest part of 
the armed force of the country, and a number of women and children. Ailer 
rejecting a summons to surrender, he agreed to a parley at some distance 
from the fort, and marched to the appointed spot, with fonr hundred men. 
No person was, there, visible ; but at a greater distance a flag was seen, whksh 
retired towards the mountain as he advanc/ d, until it led him into an am- 
bush, where, almost enveloped, he was suddenly attacked by the enemy. 
I lis troops, with great presence of mind and courage, instantly returned the 
lire, and were gaining the advantage in the combat, when some one, either 
coward or traitor, cried out, "the Colonel has ordered a retreat!" upon 
which immediate confusion was succeeded by a total rout. The troops en- 
deavoured to crass the river to W'ilkcsbarre, but twenty only escaped from 
slaughter. Fort Kingston was immediately mvested, and, to increase the terror 
of the garrison, the green and bleeding scalps of their wounded countrymen 
were aeut in for their inspection. Colonel Zebulon Butler having withdrawn 
himself and ftmily down the river. Colonel Dennison, the commanding officer, 
w^t out with a flag, to inquire what terms) would be allowed the garrison. 
He received for answer, two words, uniting Spartan brevity with cannibal 
ferodly— ** The hatchet." This condition, so merciless, he, unhai)pily, be- 
lieved would not be inflicted, and surrendered at discretion. But Ihe threat 
was in execution, more barbarous than in the letter. After selecting a few 
prisoners, the great body of the captives were enclosed in the houses, fire was 
applied to them, and they were consumed together. 

VVilkesbarre surrenderetl without resistance, in the vain hope to mollify the 
fury of the invaders. The coiitinental soldiers, amounting to abnui seventy, 
were hacked to pieces. The remaining men, with the women and childrcn, 
shared the fate of the sullerers in Kingston; they perished in the flames. 
Although all show of resistance had terminated, the ruin was not yet com- 
plete. Near three thousand persons had escaped* Flying without money, 
clothes, or food, they sought safety in the interior country. To prevent 
their return, every tmng remaining was destroyed* All the dwellii^, and 
other improvements which the labour of years had provided, as well as every 
living animal which was discovered, was extirpated. The settlements of the 
tories, alone were preserved ; an oasis amid the desert.* Some particular in» 
stances of barbarity occurred in this expedition, which stain only civil wars. 
Parents werr< murdered by their children, and brothers and sisters leil by tiie 
hands of brothers. 

A repetition of these scenes, was attempi* <1 iiy ^ body of about five hun- 
dred men, composed of Indians, tories, and a Ic'w retnilars, who broke into 
the Cherry Valley settlement, m the state of New York, where Colonel 

* MarBhaU, Ramsay, Gordon. 
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Aldeii was posted with a continental regiment. A scrjeant, with a small pa* 
tiole, was cut off ; in oonsoquence of which, the colonel was oompleldy sur- 
prised, and, while endeaTouriug to regain the ibrt, was kiUed, with ten of his 
soldiers; aiid the tteufenant-colonel, and two subaltem-Kiffio^, were hmhIb 
prisoners. The Ibrt was assaulted, tmt a resolmetlelenoe being inade^ and 
the assailants having intelligence that rdief was approaching the garrkcN}, 
the enterprise was abandoned, and the party, aAer repeating the horrofs 
practised in Wyoming, departed from the setttoent. 

XX. These injuries were in a small degree retaliated — ^by inroads into the 
Indian country I'rom Schoharie, under Colonel William Butler; who pene- 
trated as far as the towns of Unandilla, and Anaquaqua, the head-qnarters 
of the celebrated Coh Brandt, an Indian of the half-hnx'd, distinf,aiislied for 
his courage and his cruelty, which he destroyed, ^\ ith a considerable quan- 
tity of corn, laid up for the winter's supply, widjoui discovering an enemy; — 
By Colonel Hartley, who had been despatched with his regiment, and two 
companies militia, to Wyoming — and by Colonel George Rogers Clarke, 
of Virginia, who, with a small force, and extraordinary exertionsy averted 
the lndian war from his state, and cultured, the fort at St. VinceiitB, with 
its oonmiandcr, Colonel Hamilton. This officer, with a few of hb imme- 
diate agents and counsellors, who had been instrumental in the savage bar- 
barities 1^ had encouraged, were by the executive of Virginia, imprisoiied in 
irons. 

Tho.se cxpcdition^;, however beneficial, procured only partial relief. Con- 
;i:ress, on being inlbrmed that the Indians were tbrtifying at Chemung, a 
large settlement about twelve miles from the mouth of Cayuga, a river 
emptyinc^ into the Su.s([uehanna, where a large body of tories was collected, 
directed General Washington to take measures to disperse this encampment, 
and to repel the invasion of the savages on the frontiers of New York, New 
Jersey, and Psnnsylvania. But the season of the year being unfit for such 
an enterprise, it was postponed* 

Early in 1779, an extensive plan of operiltions was devised by General 
Washington, against the broad and iertile country, lying between the then 
westernmost settlements of Pennsylvania and New York, and the great 
lakes, occupied by the Six Nation Indians. These tribes had, from long in- 
tercourse^ with the whites, acquired many of the comforts of civilized life, 
with enlarged ideas of the advantages of privnte property. Their ])opulous 
villages contained some good houses, their tertiie fields yielded an abundant 
supply of corn, and their thrilty orchards, of fruit. A tew of their towns 
were attached to the United States, but the greater fwrtion was under the 
. influence of the British. In the coiinucncement of the war, they had en- 
gaged to be neutral; but were unable to resist the seduction of British pre- 
sents, and their own longings for plunder and slaughter. Many of the 
loyalists driven from the United States, had taken refuge among them, in- 
creasing theur strength, without diminishing their ferocity. Into the heait 
of these villages of mingled whites and Indians* it was now determined lo 
lead a force, which, overpowering any numbm they could bring in the 
field, would inflict on them a merited punishment for their cruelties of the 
past year* 

The country was to be entered in three divisions. The principal, consist- 
ing of three thousand men, inarching by the Susquehanna, was to penetrate 
into the settlements of the Senecas; the second, of one thousand, to proceed 
by the Mohawk; and the third, of five hiiM(ired, by the Alleghany river. 
To prevent relief from Cariri(];i, demonstrations were made of a design to 
attack that province by the way of Lake Champlain. 

XXI. As the Urmy destined for the expedition, was about to move, alarming 
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symptoms of diaooment iq^peaied in |»art of it. The Jersey- brigide bad 
been stationed through the winter at Ehzabethtown, for the purpose of coferw 
ing the adjaoent oonntry fiom the incuraioDa of the British troopa, on Staten 
laland. It was order^, early in May, to maich regiments. To thia 
order* Gieiieral Maxwell replied, in a letter to the commander-in-chief, that 
the officers of the first regiment had doliveied to their colonel, a remon- 
strance, addressed to the State Legisleiture, declaring, that, unless their com- 
plaints on the subjects of pay and subsistence obtained immediate attention, 
they were, at the expiration of three days, to be considered as having re- 
signed; and requesting tlie Legislature in that event, to appoint other officers. 
General Maxwell added, " this is a step they are extremely unwilling to 
take; but is such, as I make no doubt, they will all take. Nothing but ne- 
cessity, their not being able to support themselves in time to come, and 
being loaded with debts oontraeted in time past, would have induced them to 
naign at so orkksal a juncture." They declared, however, their leadineaa 
to make ev«ry neeeaaary {nepamtion for obeying the marching orders whidi 
had been giyen, and to continue their attention to the regiment, until a vea* 
sonable time for the appointment of their successors should el^Me. 

General Washington waa much afflicted by this intelligence, and aought, 
in vain, by paternal remonstrance, to change their determination. 

The condition of these officers seems to have been one of extreme priva- 
tion. By a resolution of December, 1777, Conf2;ress had recommended to 
the several States to furnish the olficers of their respective quotas, with cer- 
tain clothing, at the prices current, when the army was established, in the 
year 1776, the surplus to be charged to the United States. This resolution 
seems to have been tardily and imperfectly obeyed, notwithstanding the re- 
pealed api^icationa of the aoUKery. Their pretensiona were probacy more 
dienuously urged in a memorial presented to the Assembly, on the 27th of 
April, 1770, respecting their pay, subsistence and clothinjg, and were sup- 
ported by an energetic letter from General Maxwell; ail <tf which were re- 
ieried to a joint committee of both Houses. That committee reported, 
'^That piovision had been already agyced upon, as fiur as was consistent, 
previous to an application to Congress ; and that if upon such application, no 
measures are by them adopted in that behalf, it will then be the duty of this 
State, to provide for its quota of troops, in the best manner they can de- 
vise." This resolution was duly a{)proved; but another otiered by the same 
committee, that the letter of General Maxwell contains indecent and unde- 
served reflections upon the representatives of the State; and tliat the same 
be transmitted to Congress, with a proper expression of the disapprobation 
and displeasure of the Legislature, was negatived. 

Moved by the wretchedness of these officers, and the trooos they oom- 
manded. Governor lAvinfinton, Mm Cooper, Andrew Sinnickson, Joee^ 
Holmes, Robert Morris, Peter Tallnian, Abraham Vannest, Silas Coodict, 
and Wilitam ChurduU Houston, during the recess of the Legislature, on 
the fiilecnth of January, requested the treasurer to pay into the hands of 
Enos Kelsey, Commissioner for the purchase of clothing, the sum of seven 
thousand pounds, to be applied in procuring clothes for the officers, agreea- 
bly to the resolution of Congress, engaging to replace that sum in the trea- 
sury, provided the L«egislature, at their next sitting, should not direct it to be 
credited in the accounts of the treasun^T. On the 30th of April, this direction 
was given by the House, with orders to the commis.-,i(jncrs to draw the iur- 
ther sum of twenty-five thousand pounds, for the [)urpose of furnishing to 
certain officers, clothing to the amount of two hundred pounds, as the prices 
then were, upon their paying the sum it would have cost, in the year 1776. 
2N 



« 



Digitized by Google 



282 HISTORY OF NEW JERSEY. 

Still thefe weie oooditkniB annexied to these graatSy whksh leiidmd them 

On the 7lh of May, the remonstrance of the officers was repeated, statkig^ 
that they were under marching orders, and in immediate want of a necessary 
supply. Upon which the House directed the commissioner to furnish them 
with clothing immediately, to the amount of two hundred pounds, and to pay 
to the soldiers of the brigade, the sum of forty dollai s ( ach. This disburse- 
ment removed the ohstacle to the march of the lin^ade. The reason of the 
delay of the State, m supplying her forces, would seem to be a desire, that 
some unilbrm rule to this end, should be adopted by Congress, or tiiat liie 
cohfederacy should assume ilie whole duty to itself. 

XXII. Before the grand expedition against the Indians, was put in molioD, 
an. enlerpcise of less eztent, was suooessfully undertaken by Colonel Van 
Sdiaick, assisted by Ljeutenant-oolonei WiUet, and Major Cochran, aad 
between five and six bandied men, from Fort Schuyler, against the Onon- 
dago settlements. Most of the Indians escaped— but twelve wefe killed, and 
tfairty-ibar made prisoners, including one white man. The houses and pro* 
visions were burned, the country devastated, and the horses and stock slain. 
The party returned without the loss of a man; .and the colonel received 
thanks of Congress. 

The larjjest division of the western army reached Wyuminii, i^inier Gene- 
ral Sullivan, in tlu; month of June. Its i'urther progress was delayed for 
want of provisions and military stores, until the last of July. In the mean 
while, the enemy was not inactive. Brandt, at the head of some whites and 
Indians, fell upon the frontiers of New York, murdered many of the inha- 
bitants, carried others into captivity, and burned and destroyed seveial 
bouses* He was pursued by one hundred and &Sty militia, whom he diev 
into an ambuscade and entirely defeated* A lew days afterwards, Captain 
McDonald, at the head of another small party, of whom a third were British, 
took a small ibrt on the west branch of the Susquehanna, making the gar- 
rison, of thirty men, prisoners of war; the women and children, oontcaiy 
to the usages of the savages, were permitted to retire into the settled 
country. 

Another body ol troops dosi^rncd to compos^; a p:irt of the ^^t'st( rn aniiy, 
had passed the winter on the Mohawk, and early in the seasuii, under the 
command of Cicneral Clinton, marched to Lake Otsego, and thence de- 
scending the Susquehaoria, united witli the main division on the 22d of 
August. The whole army, amounting to five thousand men, proceeded, by 
the Cayuga, into the heart of the Indian country. ' The Indians, apprized of 
its approach, selected and fortified the ground on which to fight a geneial 
action, with no mconsiderable skill. About a mile in firont x>f Newton, and 
some miles above Chemung, tbey^eollected their whole force, consisting, by 
the computation of Sullivan, of fifteen hundred, but by their own, of e^ 
hundred men, only ; with whom were united five companies of whites, com- 
prising two hundred men. They were commanded by the two Butlers. Grey, 
Johnston, M'Donald, and Brandt. A breastwork had been constructed about 
half a mile in length, upon a piec<^ of rising ground, having its flank and 
rear covered by the river, and in other respects, naturally strengthened. 

About eleven in the morning of the 29th of August, this work was dis- 
covered by Major Par, of tlie advance rifle corps. General Hand forn^ 
his light infantry in a wood a few hundred yards Irom the enemy, and 
awaited the arrival of the main body; skirmishing with parties of Indians, 
who endeavoured to entice them to an incantioos pursuit. Conjecturing that 
the hills on bis right, were occupied by the enem^, Sullivan ordiered Gmial 
Poor, supported by General Clinton, to possess hunself of them, to turu the 
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left and gain the rear of the breastwork, while Hand and Maxwell should 
attack in front. This maniBum was speedily decisive. The savages find- 
ing tMr flank uncovered, abandoned their works, and crossmg the river, 
dm with the utmost predintation. An unavailing pursuit was kept up for a 
few miles. Their asoertained loss was iooonsiomble ; but they were sO 
inthnidated, that they abandoned all idea of further resistisince. The Ame^ 
rican loss did not exceed thirty* Sullivan penetrated into the heart of the 
country; which his parties scoured and laid waste in every direction. Every 
lake, river, and creek, was trnred for villages, and no vostinje of human in- • 
dustry was spared. Houses, cornfields, gardens, and iViiit-trecs, shared one 
common fate; the commanding c^eneral strictly executing the severe, but 
necessary orders he had received, to render tiie country completely unin- 
habitable, and thus to compel the Indians to romov(? to a trreater distance. 
Eighteen villages, a number of detached build id^s, one liuadred and sixty 
thousand bushels of com, and all those fruits and vegetables which conduce 
to the comfort and subsistence of man, were utterly destroyed* Five weeks 
were spent in this work of devastation. The want of provisions, alone, 
prevented Sullivan from endeavouring to render Ihe campaign more decisive, 
by an attempt on the British post at Niagara. 

XXIIL While Sullivan laid waste the country on the Susquehanna, ano- 
ther expedition, under Colonel Broadhead, ascended the Allegheny, against 
the Mingo, Muncey, and Seneca tribes. With more than six hundred men, 
he advanced two hundred niile^ up that strcat]i, and destroypd the villages 
and cornfif^Hs on its head branches, with their wretched proprietors. 

This chastisement of the savages was most savage, and is defensible, only, 
on the groimd, that experience had taught, that nothing short of such seve- 
rity could deter them iVom the yearly, perhaps, the more frequent, repetition 
of the scenes at Wyoming. Although the object of the campaign was not 
thoroughly obtained by terminaling the Indian war, the Indians were mtimi- 
dated ; they became less terrible, their excursions less formidable, and less 
firequent. 

XXIV. In the following year, (1780) the Cherokees, forgetting a severe 
chastisement given them m 1776, made an excursion into Ninety-Six dis* 
trict, South Carolina, massacred some families and burned several houses. 
General Pickens, with three hundred and sixty-four horsemen, penetrated 

the recesses of their country; killed forty of the enemy, took several pri- 
soner?;, and burned thirteen towns and villages. Of his party, one only was 
killed and two were wounded. No expedition against the Indians was more 
rapid and decisis than this. The whiles did not expend three rounds of 
ammunitirui ; and yet, of the Indians who made themselves visible, three only 
escaped. A new and successful mode of fighting was introduced ; the horse- 
men charging with reliance only upon their swords. The vanquished hum- 
Uy sued for peace, which was granted, on condition, that they would deliver 
up all British emissaries, who should stimulate them to war. 

XXV. These sevm inflictions upon the Indian tribes, were the rigid 
exactions of duty; hut we are required to record a massacre by the whites, 
that may be a pendant for that of Wyoming. An English poet* has, 
gracefully, sung the sufierings in the last, but no bard has described the hor- 
rors of the slaughter at Muskinp^um. At this place some Indian converts of 
the Moravians had settled. Under the care of pious missionaries, they had 
been formed into some degree of civil and religious order, and had adopted 
the faith, that "The Great Being did not make men to destroy men, but to 
love and assist each other." Upon this principle, they advised other inb^ 

* Campbell. 
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to Met from war: and ftom humanity, they piemonklwd the whiiesy firon 
time to time, of the dangefs that threatened them* Frovoked hy thb ititer- 
feveiice, the hoetOe Indiaiui removed their padlic coonlrymeii to the banks 
of the Sandusky. They obtaiiied permission, however, in the &li of the 
year, to return and collect the crope they had planted. The whites, on the 
Monongahela, either through misconception or maEoe» rr^ported, that their 
designs were inimical; and without due inquiry, one hundred and sixty 
crossed the Ohio, and slaughtered these inoffensive people, who fell mar- 
tyrs to their principles of noa-resistanoe. Not less than ninety were thus 
immolated. 

Retribution, however, was nol long delayed. Soon after this Lin[)rnvoked 
butchery, a parly of whites set out witli ihQ purpose of destroying the Indiaii 
towns on the Sandusky. liuL being encountered by the Delawares and 
Wyandots, they were repelled, with the loss of aevml prisoners, amoog 
whom, were Col<uiel Crawibrd and hie ioii«io-law. All were oflfeied up to the 
manei which haunted the Moraviaii towne of the Ifnekiagum. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

GoApriaiiiff » View of the War in the Sonth.^I. Inert state of the Gonntry in 1779. 

— II. The British Grovomment adopts views of partial Conquest.— III. Georgia 
overrun — and Charleston threatened — UTisncce=:«?fnl Siege of Savannah. — IV. Sir 
Henry Clinton subdues South Carolina. — V . His measures induce Revolt. — VI. 
General Gates assumes cominand of the Southern Army — Battle of Camden. — 
VII. Battlo of KiiiL^'s Mmmtain. — VIII, r< rn vi-nllis reinforced. — TX. Onneral 
Greene appointed to the Southern Department — Battle of the Cowpens — Ht treat 
to Virginia.— X. Cornwallis retires, is pursued — Battle of Guilford Court iiouse. 
— XI. Cornwallis marches for Petersburg— Gkoene for South Carolina — Expedi- 
tion of Arnold aj^ainst Virginia — Preparations against him — Defence of Virginia 
entrusted to La Fayette — Cornwallis takes command of the British Forces in Vir- 
ginia.— XII. Proffreaa of Greene in reoorering the Southern States. — ^XIII. Suf- 
Mngp of the Inmbitante. 

I: The exertioiiB made by the United States, though not beyond their 
strength, if put forth wldi sjstem and discretion, were irr^Iar and yiolent, 

and followed by that syncope which invariably attends undue efibita* A 
general langour had diffiised itself through all the civil departments* The 

alliance with France was supposed to have secured independence, and a con- 
fidence that the enemy could not longer prosecute the war with success, pre- 
vented that activity which was painful to exert. The wretched policy of 
short enlistnif iits had Ix eii pursued, until correction was impossible. The 
enthusiasnn, whjch, at tlic ( ormnencement of the contest had overcome all 
personal considerations, iiad subsided, and was succeeded by views more 
particularly selfish, and more durable. From these considerations, it was 
not until the 2dd January, 1779, that Congress authorized the re-enlistment 
of the army ; nor until the 9th March, that requisition was made upon the 
States, for their respective quotas* The bounty offered, bein^ msufiicient to 
brimr the men into the field, resort was again had to the special authority of 
the StataB. Thus, at a season when the recruits should have been in camp, 
they were yet to be obtained; and the public service was exposed to great 
hazard from the delay* At this period, too, several circumstances conspired 
to foment pernicious divisions and factions in Congress, which greater duiger 
might have prevented or supprcs.sed. 

These dissentinns, the removal of individuals of the highe st influence, 
from the national councils to ottices in the state governments; tlu deprecia- 
tion of the paper currency ; the destructive spirit of speculation caused by 
imaginary gain from this depreciation ; a general laxity of principles, the in- 
separable concomitant of civil war and revolution ; the indisposition to sacri- 
fiee personal convenience for the public weal ; were rocks, on which the ves- 
eel of state might yet split, and which required the care of those whom 
influence and patriotism placed at the helm.* 

The knowledge of these ftets, deeply aflfected the mind of the commander* 
in-chief of the American armies, and gave him many apprehensions for the 
final result of the contest* They, also, had piobably great effect upon the 
British commissioners; who inferred that the people, worn out by the com- 
plinatrd calamities of the struggle, desired an accommodation on the terms 
propo.sed by the miniRfry, and that the increasing difficulties nrcn.'^sarily re- 
sulting from the failure of public credit, would induce them to desert Con- 

* Letter of Washington, Marshall, iv. p. 0. 



Digitized by 



2b6 



HISTORY OF NEW JERi^iiy. 



groM, or compel that body to accede to tfaoae tenna. Theae opinions, oom^ 
municated to their goveniinent» undoubtedly oommued to probact the oonteat. 

IL The BritiBh goverotnent, confident of complete conquest, had pioee> 
cuted the war with a view to the recovery of the whole of its dominions in 
America. But the reverses they had sustained, the alliance with France, 
and the lirmness with which the contest had been maintained, together with 
the rejection of the late pacific propositions, induced a change in the plan of 
operations. The islands about New York were retained, whilst their arms 
were principally directed against the southern iStates, which were less capable 
of resistance, and on which a considerable impression might certainly be 
made, and probably exitrudcd northward ; but, however this mighr Ik-, the 
possession of several States, at the negotiation for general peace, would afford 
plausible ground for claiming to retain them. Of the succeeding campaigns, 
therefore, the most aetive and interesting operations wete in the southeni 
country. But our limits and our purpose, forbid us to do more than shortly 
to advert to them. 

ni. Lieutenant-colonel CampbelU who sailed from New York, hi Decem- 
ber, 1777, arrived soon after at Savannah, and, in despite of the opposing 
efforts of General Howe, captured that place ; and, aided by General Prevost, 
who advanced from Florida, reduced without difficulty, the whole state of 

Georgia ; the inhabitants flocking in numbers to the royal standard. This 
ra{)i(l progress of the enemy crilling for more efficient measures of resistance. 
General Lincoln was appointed to the southern command, in September, 
1778. Previously, considerable reinii ncf int ats had been ordered from the 
northern army, particularly in the cavalry regin>enls of Bland, and Lieu- 
tenant-coiouel Washington. Their march was, however, some time delayed, 
in consequence of the invasion of \ ir^inia, in May, by Brigadier-general 
Matthews. His expedition, undertaken principally with the view of destroy- 
ing the stores which had been laid up on the waters of that State, was but too 
successful; he having destroyed, in a few weeks, public and private pro* 
party of immenae vahie, at Norfolk, POTtsmouth, Grosport, and the adjaosnl 
country. • 

The greatest force under Lincoln, assembled and armed with much diffi- 
culty, amounted to three thousand six hundred and thirty-nine, of whom two 
thousand four linndred and twenty eight, rank and file, were effectives; one- 
half, how* ver, wcr" militia; whilst Prevost commanded three thousand ef- 
iective regulars, aided by many provincials. Lincoln proceeded from Purvs- 
burg, into Georgia; and, in the mean liiiK , Provost marched on Charlesioii 
with two thousand four hundred regular iroupri, and a considerable body ol 
Indians, driving before him General Moultrie, at the head of aii inferior 
force. He summoned the town, on the 11th of May, 1779, but was com- 
pelled soon after, to raise the siege, by the approach of lincoln, and to retivB 
to the i^nda on the coast. On the 2(Hh of June, a sharp but mdecisive aftir 
took place between twelve hundred Americans and seven hundred British, at 
Stono Ferry, in which the former lost one hundred and fiily men, with the 
much lamented Colonel Roberts. Prevost, retre^t'mg from island to island, 
soon aAer returned to Port Royal and Savannah, his troops enriched by the 
indiscriminate plunder they had made. 

The Count D'Estaing, af^er a successful cruise to the West Tndies, pur- 
suant to the instructions of his court, and the solicitations of Lincoln and the 
authorities of South Carolina, arrived (September 1st,) on the coast of 
Georgia. He summoned bJavannah, but suffered himself to be amused by 
Prevost for several days, until the latter had called in his troops, and was 
fully prepared for defence. Being joined by Lincoln, a formal siege was 
commenced; the ground being broken on the 28d of the month, and the ad* 
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vaifeoes made with every prospect of final suooM The impatienoe of the 
French oommander and his officers* eicited by the dangers of the hurricane 
eeaa op , induced an aasault on the 9th of October, with thirty-five hundred 
French, and six hundred continental troops; which, though bravdy made, 
was bravely and successfully repelled. Count D'Estaing and Count Pulaski, 
were both wounded, — the former slightly, the latter mortally. The loss of 
the French was six hundred and thirty-seven, and of the Americans two hun- 
dred, men. The militia returned to their homes, and the French fleet and 
army to the West Indies. This visit of the fleer, however, disconcerted the ' 
British plans for the campaign, and occasioned the withdrawal ofthc ir army 
from Rhode Island; and their -efibrts in the south i-esulted in the posi^ession 
of Savann;ih merely. 

rV. Upon intelligence of these events, both, parties sought to strengthen 
their respective forces, in the south. A large detachment, under Sir Henry 
Clinton, in person, sailed , ftom New York, late in December, leaving the 
defence of that city to Genml Knyphausen; whilst Washington despatched 
southward, the troops of North Carolina, the new levies of Virgitua, the rear 
divisioi;! of Bland's and Baylor's cavalry> and afterwards, the Virginia line. 
In bis passage, Sir Henry encountered a storm, which endamaged him so 
much as to require a r^nforcement and supplies from New York. Charlea* 
ton was his primary object, against which he proceeded from Savannah, on 
the 10th of February, 1780; approaching by way of the islnrids with great 
caution. On the first of April, h^ broke ground, within eight hundred 
yards of the American works, and on the 12ih of May, the town capitulated. 
General Lincoln and his army, consisting of two thousand effectives, be- 
came prisoners. During the progress of the expedition, several sharp en- 
counters took place, between small parties. The cavalry under General 
Huger, statkmed about thirty miles above Charleston, was attacked and 
routed hy Colonel Tarleton and Major Ferguson, on the morning of the 14th 
of April, and four hundred horses captured; and on the 7th of May, the 
remnant ooUecled under Colonel White, of New Jersey, at Monk's Comer, 
was again charged and dispersed l)y tin same active British officers. 

Having possession of the capital, Sir Henry employed himself in reducing 
the country ; despatching parties in various directions over it. The inhabi- 
taiifs vied with each other in devotion to the royal cause, and many, even of 
the citizens of Charlrstnn, enlisted under the royal banners, lu the^ ojxira- 
tions, the only circumstance meriting special notice, vva,s the surprise and 
defeat of Colonel Burlbrd, by Colonel Tarleton. Burford commanded a re- 
ffinnent of new levies from Virginia, who arrived too late to aid Charleston. 
Upon the surrende r of the city, he commenced his retreat, hid was overtaken 
by a rapid march ol* one htmdred and five miles in filly-four hours. No 
quuter was given, and the carnage was horrible; one hundred and thirteen 
were killed on the spot; and one hundred and fifty so badly wounded, that 
they could not be removed* So confident was Sir Henry of having conquer- 
ed the State, that he proclaimed the pacification, and released from their 
pajK»le his militia prisoners, those taken in Charleston and Fort Moultrie 
esroepted; and with the most sanguine hope of the recovery of all the 
southern States, he embarked for New York, on the 5th of June, leaving in 
South Carolina, about four tlion^nnd regulars, under Lord Cornwallis. 

V. The parole of the AuH.rio. i! prisoners recognised th^ir character of 
aliens to Great Britain; their release from it, avowedly, restored, without 
their assent, their relation of subjects; and its effect was to compel them to 
assume arms against their countrymen. Had they been suHl;red to enjoy 
the quiet of non-conjUiiautii, they might have remained unarmed; but they 
would not submit to the degradation of lighting the battles of the oppressor* 
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The proelamatkm towed the teeth of the hydfe* and aimed moa epraag up 
in erery dii6ct]on» to reeiet the British power. 

The Delawaie and Majryland lines, with the first reguneat of aitillery, 
wene ordered to South Carolina, under General de Kalb; and exertioiis 
were made in Virginia to increase this fi»oe* The exiles from the north 
and west parts of the Stbte, to the number of six hundred, collected under 
Colonel Sumpter, and were soon strengthened bv n corps of militia, whieh 
had b( on collectod hy Cornwallis. The latter circumstance demons t rating 
the temjK r of the j>( ^plo, induced the British general to draw in his outposts, 
and arrange his trcx>ps in lai jjcr hodies. 

VI. An army of two thouaand men was thus formed, of winch Greneral 
Gates took the command, on the 25th of July. He, changing the disposi- 
tions of De Kalb, marched by the most direct route towards the enemy's post 
at Camden; and, unhappily, through a banen country, in wWcli his troops 
anfeed greatly from famine and unwholesome food« On kb way lie im 
jomed by the North Carolma militia, under General Caswell, and eome 
troops commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Peterfield. He arrived on the IM 
of August, at Clermont, or Ruge!y\s Mills, whence Lord Rawdon withdrew at 
his approach. And, here, the militia from Virginia, under General Stevens, 
also came to his aid. With a force, now, of about four thousand men, he 
marched rapidly, in tlie hope of surprisini: 'Camden. At the very hour of 
his departurp from Clermont, Lord Coriiv, ;llJi'^' (/.undcn, wifli the desiirn 
of striking Inm a sudden blow; and, to their itiiitnal surprise, tli'- hostile 
armies encountered in the w(«>ds, at about two o'clni k of th^ mornmg of the 
16th of August. The ground did not [)ermit Gatc.s to avail himfielf of his 
iiuperiority in numbers, and Cornwallis restrained the ardour of his troops, 
that he might, with the light, better direct thdr disciplined valour* Wilh 
the dawn the action oommenced. The militia ahamefidly fled, carrying 
Gates with them, from the field of battle, in his endeavouia to lally them. 
De Kalb, at the head of the continental troops, maintained the figlit with 
eome sueoees, until overpowered by numbers, they were brolien, and he fell 
under eleven mortal wounds. The Americans lost the greater pait of their 
baggage, stores, and artillery ; and by the estimate of the enemy, eight hun- 
dred men killed, and one thousand prisoners. Previous to the battle, a party 
was detached imder Lieutenant-r/>lonel Woolford, of Maryland, to unite with 
Sumpter, to mtercept an escort of stores, for the g;arrison at Carnrlf ji. This 
enterprise was successful; but the party was, aiterwards, siir[jrisr(t hy Tarle- 
ton, near the Catawba Ford, and was Ix^aten and dispersi d with the loss of 
between three and four hundred men, killed and wounded. 

Notwithstanding the victory, Lord Cornwallis was unable to proceed 
against North Carolina, and to proaecute the career which he had pio- 
poeed; his troops being enfeebled by sicknesa, and the hostile dlsposiliOB 
of the citixena rendering it mwaie to remove any considerable portion ef 
tiiem from the State. The disBBlerB, however, of the American arms, chiHed 
the epirit of resistance ; yet it was kept alive by the exertions of those able 
partisans, Sumpter and Marion, and was again reanimated, by the severity 
with which Cornwallis punished, as traitors, the militia who deserted his 
standard — producing but a fiercer resistance, and a capacity to brave and to 
bear the extremity of sufferinrr. But the d^si^ns of the British cxjmmander 
were only suspended. He resumed them by d^patching Major Ferguson 
into the westr rn part of North Carolina, to rouse and organize the tory in- 
habitants; whilst he marched himself, late in September, to Charlotte, where 
he proposed to await the result of Ferguson's endeavours. Tiiat officer, 
attempting to intercept Colonel Clarke of Georgia, in his retreat from an 
u nw o ee M f ul attack upon Augusta, removed nearer to the mowlaina, wimps 



Digitized by Googl 



HISTORY OF NEW JERSEY. 



289 



a short delay proved fatal to him. Several corps of hardy mountaineers, 
from the western parts of Yirgmia and North Carolina, under Colonels 
Campbell, Cleaveland, Shelby, and Servier, moved upon btm with great oele- 
lity, whilst Colonels WiUiams, Tracy, and Brannao, from Soudi Carolina, ap« 
proached the same point. Tliese forces, together three thousand strong, 
united at Gilbertstown. Sixteen hundred of the best mounted marksmen 
punued Ferguson, who, apprized of their approach, pushed for Charlotte. 
He was overtaken, on the seventh of October, upon IQng's Mountain, attack- 
ed by three divisions, respectively, commanded by Shelby, Campbell, and 
Cleaveland, against each of whom, in the order of their arrival, he turned 
with considerable effect, the fearful bayonet; sustaining the conflict for more 
than an hour, and initil he received a wound which caused his instant death. 
His second in conimand instantly demamli d quarter. Of the enemy one 
hundred and liily were killed, as many w ounded, and eight hundred and ten 
were made prisoners ; among the latter were one hundred English regulars. 
A vahiahle and timely prize wiia obtained in fifteen hundred stand of arras. 
The American loss was inconsiderable, but among the slain was Colonel 
Williams. Ten .of the meet active tones were selecteid and hung on the spot, 
in retaliation of the cruelties committed on the whigs at Camden. This mis- 
fortune compelled Cornwallis, who had crossed the Yadkin, to retrace hia 
itepa as &r as Wynnesborough, where he awaited reinforcement. The mi* 
lilia were unable to follow up their successful blow for want of provisions. 

VIII. Confident in the progress of Cornwallis, Sir Henry Clinton despatch- 
ed trom New York, on the 16th of October, three tiitjii -and men, under 
General Leslie, against Virginia, who, after some depredations, were ordered 
to Charleston, by sea, in consequence of the defeat of Ferguson. In the in- 
terim, Cornwallis was employed in suppressing the hostile ellurts of the inha- 
bitants, under Marion, Sumpter, Clarke, and Braunaii. The most important 
of these afllairs was tha.t with Sumpter, on November 20th, at Blackstocks, 
near Tyger river, in wliich he repulsed Colonel Tarleton, with great loss. 

IX. CSates slowly collected, at Hillsborough, the shattered remains of his 
airny defeated at Camden. Being recalled, he delivered the command to 
his successor, General Greene, at. Charlotte, on the 2d of December. His 
greatest efforts had not collected more than two thousand men, of whom 
a full third were militia, with which Greene took the field against a supe- 
rior regular force, flushed with successive victories. But even this small 
army he soon riivided; sending Morr^an, with a considerable detachment to 
the western extremity of South Carohna, whilst he conducted the main body 
to Hicks's Creek, on the north side of the Pedee river, opposite the Cheraw 
Hills. Cornwallis, who was, again, preparing to proceed against North Caro- 
lina, but could not leave Morgan in his rear, sent Carleton against him, with 
orders to push him to the utmost. Morgan, with an inferior force, consist- 
ing, in a great measure, of militia, firmly awaited his approach, at the Cow- 
pens, three 'miles from the line separating North and South Carolina. In 
the encounter which ensued, on the 17th of January, 1781, Tarleton was 
defeated witli the loss of three hundred killed and wounded, and five hundred 
prisoners, eight hundred muskets, thirty-five baggage wagons, and one hun- 
dred dragoon horses. The impetuosity which had frequently served this 
energetic partisan, was, now, the cause of his defeat. Upon tidings of this 
victory, Greene hastened to join Morgan, directing his own corp?; to Ciiilford 
Court-house; and with great exertions, the prisoners and baggage were se- 
cured. In the pursuit, the British army sacrificed its baggage and every 
thing, not indispensable to action or the existence of the troops, and hung, 
almost constantly, on the American rear. Twice, at the Catawba and the 
Yadkm, the Americans were saved by the rising of the waters after their 
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paMSgeaDdbefofvtliemiYdd'tlieBritwIi. Tl»two (llfuioiisof the 
rican anny united at Guilibrd Coiiit>hoiMa$ but too ftaUe fyt eomlMt, ^ 
oommander lesQived to oonfmue fail ratieat aci^ The 

pursuit was so hotly followed, that as his rear crossed that river, the Bri- 
tiah van was in sight.* Thus baffled, Comwailis ledred to Hillsborough, 
with the view of rousing the tories ; whilst Greene inmiediateiy recrossed the 
river to mar his labours,t in which he was eminently successful. General 
Pickens and Colonel Lee fell in Avith three hundred and fifty tories, under 
Colonel Pyle, on their way to the British army, whom they cut to pieces 
amid their shouts of "God save the Kmg," and protestations of loyalty, 
which they uttered in the behef", that the assailants were royahsts. 

Cornwallis now retired, yet seeking a proper occasion for battle ; some- 
times turning upon the pursuer, and compelling him to retread his steps. At 
length, Greene having received all the reinforcements he had reason to ex- 
pect, resolved to give battle, and marched^ fbr that purpose, to GuiM 
Court-house. CorawaUis pioniptly accepted the ofew The Ameneaa tnxi|^ 
amounted to foar thousand two hundred and stzt^4wOv of whom one thousand 
fi)ur hundred and ninety were regulars | the British <hd not exceed twotboo- 
sand four hundred veterans. Greene selesled his ground, and the issue was 
joined on the 15th of March* After a fierce combat, in which his troopii 
generally, behaved well, Greene was compelled to retreat ; but the victory 
was dearly purrhnsed, by the loss of five hundred and thirty-two killed and 
wounded, being much grf cUor than that sustained by the Americans. Greene 
retired hut a few miles, and awaited another attack: but Cornwallis, much 
enfeebled, left his wounded to the care of the loyalists m the neighbourhood, 
and pushed rapidly for Wilmington, where stores had been lodgrd and sup- 
plies might be obtained. Greene, also, leaving his hospital to the Quakers 
of the yicinage, whom he reminded <^ his former firatemization, as rapidly 
followed to Ramsay's Mills, on Deep River; where eioessive ftligue, tfeis 
want of food, and the release of his militia, compelled him to slop* 

XI. After resting his troops, for about three weeks, at Wilmington, Corn- 
wallis crossed the country to Petersburg. He pondered long before he 
adopted this northern course, when informed that Greene had taken the bold 
resolution to attempt the recovery of the southern country. He concluded, 
at length, that if Lord Rawdon, who commanded there, should have been 
defeated, he miirht dread his own safety; but if he had sustained himself, a 
return would be an useless abandonment of the ground ho had gamed. On 
the departure of Leslie from Virginia, the traitor, Arnold, entered that State, 
(on the 30th of December) and after committing many depredations, esta- 
blished himself at Portsmouth, on the 2()fh of Jaiiuiiiy. Against him, 
Washington proposed to send, under La Fayette, twelve hundred men, of 
the New England and New Jersey lin^, and, also, to employ the whole 
French fleet fiom Newport. Two iHgates, however, only, sailed, wlueh 
though inoperative in th^ origmal design, captured the Romulus, of fifty 

r8, passing from Charleston to the Chesapeake. Flattered by this suoosss, 
French admiral despatched a larger expedition to the same point; wMeh 
encountering a British fleet, under Arbuthnot, near the Capes of Viigima, 
was so much endamaged as to return to Newport, kaving La Fayette at 
Annapolis, where he had repaired for convoy. That general returned to the 
head of Klk, whence he was directed to join the southern army. In the in- 
terim, Gionr t ul Phillips had embarked for the Chesapeake, with two thousand 
men, and arrived at Portsmouth on the 26th of March, 1781. This reinforce- 
ment, giving the British a decisive superiority in Virginia, changed the des- 

• February 14th, 1781. * » February 2l8t. 
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linticiii of La Fayette, to whom the defence of that State was now committed. 
For nmr two months, Phillips and AnM prosecuted a piedatory war, de- 
stroying immeiMe quantitiep of tobacco and stores, and marking their coarse 
by torribis devastations; La Fayette and Steuben, endeavouring in vain to 
stay thenit except in the protection of the magasanes at Richmond. On the 
20th May, Lord CornwaUis joined Arnold at ^ersburg, a few days ai^er the 
death of Pbillips, and assiuned the command of the whole British force in the 
State. 

Against him, General La Fayrtre, aided by General Wayne, maintained 
a war of posts for the space of three months; until Cornwallis, impressed with 
the necessity of providing a strong place of arms in the Chesapeake, select- 
ed Yorktown, as a station for his army, and Gloucester Point, for his fleet, 
to which he retired with his whole force, increased to seven t}K)Lisand men. 
From the Virginians, he had derived little aid. They cither united with tlie 
continental army, or, more commonly, kept out of the way of the British. 
Pew purchased safety by subniissioii. 

XU« MAYtag thus jfoUowed Lord Comwallis to an hour big with his own 
fiiiOy and that of the war, we return to Geneial Greene, who, with equal 
oiNiiage and abiUty, had turned his arms to the south. A line of posts had 
been constructed by the British from Charleston, by the way of Camden and 
Ninety-Six, to Augusta, in Georgia, the most important point of which was 
Caradenr The forts, generally garrisoned by a few regular troops, united 
with the" tory militia, were only slic^htly fortified to resist the sudden at- 
tack of the militia of the neighbouring country, no apprehensions being en- 
tertained of a more formidable enemy. Greene was fully aware of these 
unfevourable circumstances. " I shcdl take," said he, in a letter to General 
Washington, " every measure to avoid misfortune. But necessity obliges 
me to commit myself to chance, and ii' any accident should attend me, 1 trust 
my iiriends will do justice to my reputatioa." He detached Lee to unite with 
Marion, and Pickfliis, to assemble the western militia, and lay siege to Ninety* 
fliz; and, marc^hing Umself on Camden, encamped before it on the 19th 
Apiil. Hb manoBimed several days around the place*, and, on the 29th, 
fought a severe battle with Lord Rawdon, at Hobkirk's Hill, with loss to 
«ther party, of about two hundred and fifty men* Although Greene rai- 
treated firom the field, he did not abandon his \\evrs on Camden, until Rawdon 
WHS reinforced in the close of the month, by the corps of Colonel Watson, 
amountinn; to five hundred men. He then withdrew behind Sawney's Creek, 
and declined the battle, which Rawdon ac^ain offered. In the mean time, 
Forts Watson and Mottehouse, had snrrendcred to Marion and Lee, and Fort 
Oranc/c, to Siirnpter. Rawdon, abandoning the upper country, retired to 
Monk's ( voriier, to protect the district around Ciiarleston. Compelled thus to 
comparative mactivity, he beheld the smaller posts reduced, and Seventy-Six 
ill imnunent danger from the attack of General Greene. From thk mortiiy- 
uiff state, he was relieved by the^ airiral of three regiments fiom Ireland, 
wmch a^n ensbled him to overrun the state^ and forced Greene to retieat 
before him, by the road to Chariotte* An eager race ensued, in which both 
parties divested themselves of whatever could stay their speed* But at the £n- 
mee, Lord Rawdon g^ve it over as hopeless. The retreat ceased with the 
pursuit, Greene halting on the north side of the Broad river; and, on the 
18th July, he look post on the high hills of Santee. 

Lord Rawdon, still holdino: bis purpose of concentrating his forces in the 
lower country, withdrew his garrison ; but soon after availed himself of per- 
mission to return to Europe, 'i'lie curnmaiid devolved on Colonel Stuart, 
who advanced to the post near the junction of the Congaree, and Wateree, 
where he was greatly annoyed by the corps of Marion and Washington. After 
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'ft penod of comparative repoee, Greens recommepced active opeiatioiia oa 
the 23d of August^ and, being strengthened by the militia and state troops of 
South Carulina, followed the British amy to fiutaw, where it was rein forced 
by a detachment from Charleston. Greene was here joined by Marion, on 

the 7th September, and resolved to attack the British camp next day. 

The battle of Fntaw Springs, wn«? one of the most obstinate of the war. 
It was fought witli about equal numbers, (2000) and ended in equal loss. 
The American kiilei], wounded, and missing, wore e^rimated at five hundred 
and fifty-five; the Bnlish, at six huiiditd .nnl nint ty-iiiree. But the Ame- 
rican dead, owing to an obstinate contest on uiilavoumbit; ground, was iiiosi 
numerous. Among them, was Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, who fell whilst 
leading the Virginia brigade with trailed arms to a boM and decisive diarge, 
which broke the British line. Colonel Washington was taken prisoner, 
having been unable to extricate himself from his horse, which, being killed, 
had &llen upon hun. Both parties daimed the victory, but Stuart wa« 
compel!( d to withdraw to Monk's Corner, whilst Greene returned to the 
high hills of Santee, where his troops became too much enfeebled by disease^ 
for active enterprise. The battle of Eutaw may be considered as dosing 
the national w^ar in South Carolina. A few excursions were afterwards 
made by flK' British, but with no more consr quence than the loss of property 
and individufil livey. On the IHth Nov* mlx r, Greene moved down into tlic 
lower country, and the British retired witli tfieir whole force to the quarier- 
house within Charleston Neck, and the conquerors, who had carried their 
arms to the extent of the State, aimed at nothing more, liian to secure them- 
selves. Alkr the capitulation at Yorktown, the British post at Wilmington, 
in North .Carolina, was evacuated, and the troops in Groorgia, were concen- 
trated in Savannah. 

The labours and exertions of the southern army were highly meritorious, 
but the successful activity of the legion under Lee, daims particular atten- 
tion. It was, from its structure, peculiarly adapted to partipanwar; and, 
being detached against the weaker posts of the enemy, had <^^rtunities for 
displayinjT all its energies. In the extensive sweep from the Santee to Au- 
gusta, wliich employed, from the 15th April, to the r)th June, 1781, acting 
in junction, lirst with Marion, afterwards ^ ith Pickens, and sometimes alone, 
it constittited the principal ibrce which cn rK d five Hritish posts, and made 
eleven hundred prisoners. At the coiumk ticerrient of the campaign of 1761, 
the British were in force all over tlic slate ; at its close, they durst scarce 
venture twenty miles from Charleston. At its commencement, the country 
had been completely conquered, and was defended by a regular army, es- 
timated at fi>ur thousand men. The inhabitants were so divided, as to ren- 
der it doubtful, to which side the majority was attached. At no time did the 
eflbctual contmental fbroe, which General Greene could bring into the fidd, 
amount to two thousand men ; of whom a condderable portion were raw 
troops* Yet, by a course of judicious movement, bold action, and hardy en- 
terprise, in which he displayed invincible constancy and jcourage, happily, 
tempered with prudence, he recovered the southern States ; and, at the close 
of the year, civil government was fully established therein. A full portion 
of praise due to these achievements, belong to liis troof)s. They bore every 
hardship and privation ^vith patience and constancy. In Im oiTwers, the ge- 
neral was peculiarly happy. Unshackled by those, wlio, without military 
talent, had, through political influence, obtained high rank, his orders were 
executed by young men of equal spirit and intelligence, formed in the severe 
service of the north. 

XIII. ThesufleringB occasioned by the ardent struggle for the sonthna 
States, wm not oonmied to the armies. The inhabitants underwent the se. 
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verest iiiflietioii& Reciprocal injuries shaipened the leseutmenl of contend* 
ing parties, and armed neighbour against neighbour, in a war of eztemu.* 
nation. As the parties, alteraatcly, friumphcS, opportunity was given to 
either for the exercise of vindictive passions, which derived new virulence 
from the example of the British conunanders. When they had o?errun 
Georgia, and South Carolina, they considered these States as reannexed to 
the British empire, and manifested a dispc^ition to treat as rebels, all who, 
ha^nng submitted, resumed arms. One of their executions, that of Colonel 
Hayne, took place on the 3d of August, wliilst Lord Rawdon was in 
Charleston, preparing to sail for Europe. The disposition to retaliate, to the 
full extent of their power, was equally strong in the opposite party. When 
Fort Granby surrendered, the militia attached to the legion, maiufested so 
Strong a desire to break the capitulation, and to kill the most obnoxious of 
the prisoners, who were tones, as to prodpee a solemn declaiatioii from 
Greene, that he would put any man to death, who should commit an act so 
atrocious. lieutenant-colonel Grierson, of the loyal militia,.was shot by un- 
known marksmen; and, though a reward of one hundred guineas waiTof* 
fered Ibr the perpetrator, he was never discovered. The whole country,** 
said the general, is a continued scene of blood and carnage."* 

* Ramsay, Gordon, iltlarshaU. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

I. Coii4iti<m of the Amdet in the North ^IT. Bri^ih Expedition tgdntt the Forts oa 

the North River. — III. Expedition under Tryon, against Connecticut. — IV. Cap- 
ture of Stony Point, by Wayne. — V. Attack of tne British Post, on Penobscot 
liver. — VI. Major Lee assaults Paules Hook. — VII. Effects of the System of 
Paper Gorrenej. — VIII. Spain deekree Wer egtinet Ea^lead.»IX. rrospecta 
of the Campaign of 1780. — X. The American Army retires into winter quar- 
ters. — XI. Maraudinpr Parties of the Enemy in New Jersey. — XII. The Army 
at MorrittowQ supplied by forced levies of Provisions. — XIII. Washington 
ettewpte the BiHieh Poet et Btatea Island^XIV. DiffeoHieB arising from the 
want of political power in Congress. — XV. Discontente of the Army — Mutiny of 
the Connecticut troops. — XVI. Knyphausen invades New Jersey — Murder of 
Mrs. Caldwell, and of her Husband.— XVII. Battle of Springfield.— XVI II. La 
Fayette returns to the United States.— XIX. Renewed eflbrte Ibr the Deftnee 
of the Country. — XX. Arrival of the French Fleet and Army — Flans consequent 
thereon. — XXI. Treason of Arnold. — XXII. American Army retires into winter 
quarters.— XXIII. European combinations against Great Britain. — XXIV. Revolt 
of the Pemwjrlvania line — of the Jersey line — Diwsontent of the Inhabitants of 
New Jersey. — XXV. Glooniy Prospect for the year 1781. — XXVI. Combined 
OpeFatioiie of the French Fleet and Allied Armiesi againet Comwallis — His 
Cepture^XXVII. New London taken end homed brAmdd.— XXVin. Condi- 
tion of the Country fcf the Campaign of 1782 — Resolutions of the British Parlia- 
ment in favour of'^ Peace. — XXIX. Malignity of the Tories — Murder of Captain 
Huddy. — XXX. Cessation of Hostilities — Treaty of Peace. — XXXI. Disbanding 
of the AiB^.— IXZII. PnbHc Entir of Wedihifton to New Tort—tdue iMTeoT 
his Offioere — Surrenders his Commission to Cong i ee s . 

L The apathy which we have noticed) .as paralyziiiff the e^rts of the 
. people of the United States, at the commeneement of £e year 1779, was 
also visible in the operations of the British government. The ministry had 
lost the hope of reducing all tho revolted colonies to obedience, and the de- 
sire of vengeance alone seems to have inspired the plan of the ensuing cam- 
paign, which was publicly announced to be that of rendering the colonies of 
as little avail as po.ssible to their new connexions. With this view the opera- 
lions in the northern States were conducted. 

The force under Sir Henry Clinton, at New York, Rhode Island, and 
Virginia, was estimated at more than sixteen thousand men, whose efficiency 
was greatly increased by the co-operatioii of a powerful fleet, enabling the 
general to oonoentraie aiid direct it, at pleasure. The grand total of ^ 
American army, ezdusive of the troops in the south and west, was also 
about sixteen thousand; of whom three thoussnd were with Gstes, in New 
England — seven thousand with Washington, at Middlebrook, and the lendne 
bthe Highlands, under M*Dougal8,andoa the east side of the Hudson, under 
Putnam. 

II. After the destruction of Forts Clinton and Montgomery, in 1777, the 
fortifications for defending the Hudson, were established at West Point, and 
at Stony and Verplank's Points, at King's Ferry, over which the great road 
between the middle and eastern States passed. Against these posts Sir 
Henry Clinton proposed to open the campaign by a brilliant coup de 
main, Washington, notwithstanding the financial embarrassments of the 
country, having alwajrs specie 4o reward spies, soon learned this intention, 
md made his dispositions to repel Uie attack. On the dOth of May, the 
fbms selected for the expedition united with that hem Virginia under Mat- 
thews, which arrived on that day, at New York, were oonvrfed to their 
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destined point, by the fleet under Sir George Collier. Tl» works at Stony 
Foint beuiff incoo^iletey weie abandoned without resusrtance, and as they 
commands those on the other bank, the latter were surrendered—- Captain 
Armstrong and his garrison becoming prisoners. Both hrU wm completed 

by the enemy, and put into the best state of defence. 

ITT. The contiguity of Connnc^icur to New York, its extent of coast, the 
supplies which it furmslied to the continental army, and the many cruisers 
which plied in the Sound, rendered that State peculiarly obnoxious to the 
enemy, and provoked an enterprise against it, whicli was stimulated, also* 
by tiie hope, that Washington might thereby be drawn from his impregnable 
position on the North river. Governor Tryon, with a force of twenty-six 
hundred men, reached New Haven on the 5th of July, before the iahabitanto 
Inul notice of his approach. The militia hastily assemUed, but their opposi- 
tion was feeble. The invaders having seized the town, and destroyed the 
nttval and military stoies, prooseded on the succeeding day, along the coast 
to the village of Fairfield. They experienced more resistance here, yet the 
spirited conduct of the people served but as a pretext for reducing the town 
to ashes, for the tailon destruction of private property, and for the mal- 
treatment of the unarmed inhabitants of both sexes. From Fairfield, the 
British troops passed over the Sound to Huntingdon Bay, where they remain- 
ed until the llth, when they recrossed the water to the Cow Pasture, n 
peninsula on the east of Newark. At the same time a larger detachment 
from tiie main army approached Horse Neck, demonstrating a design of 
penetrating the country in that direction. 

General Parsons, who had been despatched by Washington, to aid and 
direct the efforts of his countrymen, altscked the British with a considerable 
nuHtia ibree, oa the moniinff of the I2thy so soon as they were in motion* 
and kept up throughout the day an irregular and distant fure, but was unable 
to check their progress. Aflier burning the town of Norwalk, Tiyon re- ^ 
tnmed to Huntingdon Bay, to await supplies and reinforcement; and was 
llienoe ordered to White Stone, where, in conference with Sir Ifenry Clin- 
ton, and Admiral Collier, it was determined to proceed, with increased force 
against New London. But this incursion was postponed by the assault of 
the American army, on the newly rnptured posts on the North river. 

IV. By an original plan a simuiianeous attack on both posts was intend* 
ed; but it was, subsequently, resolved to proceed against Stony Point, as a 
cUstinct object. The enterprise was committed to General Wayne, with 
whom Major Lee was associated. He set out at the head of a strong de- 
tachment, at noon, and completed a iiittich of about fourteen miles, by eight 
o'clock of the evening of the 16th of July ; the hour of twelve being fixed for 
the assault. The garrison consisted of six hundred men, commanded by 
Lieutenant-colonel Johnston*. The dispositions (or the assault were made at 
Spring Steels, one and a-half mile fiom the fort Instructions were given to 
attack the works on the right and left flank, at the same moment The re- 
giments of Febiger and Meiggs, with Major Hull's detachment, formed the 
right column, and Butler's regiment, with two companies under Major Mur- 
phrey, the left. One hundred and fifty volunteers, led by Lieutenant-colonel 
Fleury, and Major Posey, constituted the van of the right ; and one hun- 
dred, under Major Stewart, that of the left. At half past eleven, the two 
columns moved on to the charge, the van of each, with unloaded muskets, 
and fixed bayonets ; each preceded by a forlorn hope of twenty men, com- 
manded, respectively, by Lieutenants Gibbon and Knox. The assailants 
reached the marsh, in front of the fort, undiscovered. Both columns rushed 
forward, under a tremendous fire of musketry and grape shot, and entered 
tfaewoiks at the point of the bayonet, and wi&wt discharging a single piece. 
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obteined posiesdon of the post* The humanity of the conquerors was not 
Urn honourable than their courage. Not a aiiigle individiial sufierod after 

resistance had ceased* 

AH the troops distinguished themselves, whose situation enabled them so 
to do. Colonel Fleury was the first to enter the fort, and to strike the Bri- 
tish standard. Major Posf*v mounted the works almost at the same instant, 
and gave the watch word, The/ort is our own.^^ Lieutenants Gibbon and 
Knox executed the service allotted to them, with intrepidity which could not 
be surpassed. Of the party of the former, seventeen were killed or wound- 
ed; and the whole loss was a hundrod. Of the garrison, sixty -thif^ were 
killed, and five hundred and forty -three made prisoners i and a large quan- 
tity of military stores was taken* 

The attack on Fort Fayette, though postponed, to that on Stony Point, 
was not abandoned. Two biigades, under General M *DouflBl, had been 
ordered to attempt the works at yeq>tank'8, wheie Colonel Webster com- 
manded, so soon as Wayne should obtain possession of Stony Point. The 
messenger, directed to apprize M^Dougal of Wayne's success, did not tam^ 
municate with him on his way to camp ; and this error, or negligence, was 
followed by others, which defeated subsequent efforts upon the place, until it 
was relieved by Sir Hf^nry riinton, who, to save it, relinquished his views 
upon Connecticut. The iailure to obtain the fort on the east sidf of the river, 
diminished the advantages expected from that on the west; and the latter, 
requiring for its defence, a much lartjer force than could be spared for such 
a purpose, wad abandoned. Sir Ileiiry, immediately, resumed possessiofl, 
repaired the fortifications, and regarrisoned it ; and aiflerward retired to Phi- 
lipsbuig. General Washington maintained his poet in the Highlands* WhBe 
the armies watched each other, fiequent rencounters took place, befween 
small parties, which were of no other importance, than to evince the intre- 
pidity, common to the junior officers, who had been formed during the war. 
At length. Sir Henry Clinton withdrew into York Island, and employed him- 
self in strengthenmg its fortifications, that he might direct his principal efforts 
against the southern States, and compensate £)r the abstraction of the fleet, 
now sent to ndieve Penobscot. 

V. Early in June, Colonel M'Clean from TSnvji Scotia, with six hundred 
and My men, had taken possession of ii lif-fbnsible pioje of ♦rround on the 
Penobscot river, where he commenced sik ii fortifications, as intimated a 
design to maintain the position. Tiiis iiiea.sure threatened a serious diminu* 
tion of the lerrilory of the State of Massachusetts, and great exertions were, 
consequently, made to dislod^ him* A considerable nave^ force, under 
Commodore Saltonstall, carried out, between three and finir thotnand men, 
commanded by General Lovell, which appeared before the new and unfi* 
nished wcnrki on the 25th of June. Lovell eSected a landing, with the loss 
of fifty men kiUed and wounded ; erected a battery within seven hundred 
and fifty yards of the main work of the enemy, and kept up a warm aui- 
nonade for'several days. Making little progress with his militia, he ap]^ied, 
through the governor of Massachusetts, to General Gates, commanding at 
Providence, for a reinforcement of four hundred continentril troops- Rnd 
Colonel Jackson and his regiment were immediately put in motion. But, on 
the 13th of Aue^ust, Sir George Collier arrived in the river, with a superior 
naval ibrce. Lovell immediately re-embarked his army, so silently as to be 
undiscovered by the garrison, who, in their lines, awaited an expected assnulu 
His fleet offered a show of resistance, that the transports might escape up the 
nver, and land the troops at a convenient point for further retreat. But the 
Britidi admiral disregpirded this stratagem ; the Americans gave way, and a 
general chase and unresisted destruction ensued. The troops landed in a 
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wild desert country, through which they had to explore their way without 
provision or other necessaries^ for moie than a hundred miles, before they 
could obtain supplies. 

VI. The successful enterprise at Stony Point, was sjxiedily followed by 
another, winch equalled it in boldness of design. After Sir Henry Clinton 
had retired duvv u liie Hudson, Major Lee was employed on the west side of 
the river, to watch the proceedings of the British at Paulcs Uouk, and tiie 
motions of their main army* The careless oonfidence of the garrison of the 
Hook, suggested to him the idea of surprising and canyiog it oSi The at- 
tempt was one of much danger, owing to the difficulty of access, and the 
greater difficulty of sale letrSu, which, without boats to cross the Hackeu* 
sack, must be madefi>r many miles up that river, on the narrow neck between 
it and the Hudson, and could be secured, only, by its celerity. On the night 
of the 18th of August, a detachment from the division of Lord Stirling, in* 
cludinir thrra hundred men designed for the expedition, was ordered down, as 
a Ibraging party. Thn American troops having frequently ibragcd iu this 
vicinage, the movement excited no suspicion. Lord Stirhng followed, with 
five hundred men, and posted himself at the Now Bridge, over the Ilacken- 
sack, so as to afford assistance, should it be necessary. The assailing f)arty, 
under Major Lee, having passed the outworks, undiscovered, entered the 
main woi^ at the Hook, at about three o'clock in the morning; and afler a 
ieehle resistance, with the loss of onl^ two killed and thiee wounded, made 
one hundred and fi^»nine prisoners, mduding some officers. Very few of 
the British were killed. Major Sutherland, who commanded the garrison* 
thrsfw hufnselA with forty or fifty .Hessians, into a' strong redoubt, which it 
was thought unadvisable to attack, lest the time employed, should endanger 
the retreat ; the guns fired in New York and from the ships in the harbour, 
[Tiving fijU evidence, that the alarm was complete. Wasting no time, thcrc- 
ibre, in destroying works, which could easily be replaced, L('(^ expeditiously, 
withdrew with his prisoners. To favour his retreat, boats had been placed 
at Pow's Ferry, on the Hackensack, near the llook, with instructions to the 
officer in command, to await his arrival, which it was supposed would be 
before morning. Day appearing without the detachment, the officer sup- 
posed the attack had been postponed, and letited with Ua boats to Newark* 
The column, though greatly fatigued, was conqwlled to proceed to Ncfw 
Bridge, covcared by the feroe of Lord Stirlingw By mutual mistake, this 
party, and fi party under the tory Colonel, Vanhuddrk, which crossed each 
other, avoided a battle, each .supposing, that it was opposed by a superior 
force. 

VIL Among the causes which now operated to paralyze the exertions of 
the Americans, was the deprerintion of the paper currenry. We have seen 
the extraordinary spectacle of thirteen colonies, and afterwards States, wholly 
independent of each oth( r, carrying on. by themselves and their deputies, a 
burdensome war, against one of llie most powerful nations of the earth; 
raiiiiiig aniii* s on the most expensive, as well as dangerous, establi^Jimont; 
carrying war. into a neighbcjuntig State, and equipping an efficient, though 
small navy; — without commerce and without revenue. These almost mi- 
raculous events were jxroduced, m a great measure, by a paper currency, 
Bustained by the ignorance, the confidence, and the patriotism of the people. 

Paper money was a familiar agent throughout the condnent; and south of 
New England, with the exception of South Carolina, its credit had been, ge- 
tKially, well preserved; tiie quantity being much below the demand of com- 
msrcial exchan^. Its extension, therefore, in the first stages of the revolu- 
tion, was hailed by all classes as a real benefit — a^ a supply of vital fluid to 
the body politic, which renewed and increased its vigour* The commerce of 
2P 
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the colonies with England was a perpetual drain of their specie; and the hn^j^ 
ness of the continent, always languished for want of a rimilating mfMljum. 
At tho commencement of the revolution, too, the quantity ot coin usually in 
the country, was greatly diminished. VV^hen the int(;rcoursti with Great 
Britain had ceai>ed, and tiic credit of the colonists wiih their merchants wa^ 
disrniitinued, part of the current gold and silver was absorbed in the payment 
of bakuaces ; part by the operations of the new authorities, particularly, in 
the expedition to Canada; and part hj the hoarding of thoae, who (breaaw 
the eflfects of the almoBt boundleai eoctenflion of the paper systenL 

The necessity, therefore, of a circulating medium co-operated, admiraUy, 
with the iMitriotism of the people, to &cilitet6 the use of the c qnti nentai hills 
' of credit; and, though, no specific funds were pledged for their redemption, 
and the goi^emment had none competent to that object, the occasdon and the 
circumstances, gave such confidence in their value, that he was deemed a 
traitor to his country, who manifested a suspicion, that the public faith would 
not be religiously observed. So early as January, 1776, Congress passed a 
resolution on this delicale subject, denouncing against those who should dis- 
courage the circulation of the bills, the penalty of being deemed enemies to 
their cx>untry.* But this delusion could not be complete with tinnking men, 
nor permanent with any class. As tlie quantity of bills daily increased, 
and soon exceeded all demands for commercial purposes, and could neithsr 
find their way into for^gn countries nor be absorbed at home^ tbdr ndos 
became, necessarily, greatly impaired, and. their redemption at par imprac- 
ticable. 

Aware that this truth must be betrayed, to all, by its effects, Congress la- 
boured to procrastinate an event, pregnant with difficulties, they could not 
surmount. The emissions were small, as possible, and disbursements so par- 
simonious, as nhnost to produce the mischief dreaded, from that want of pe- 
cuniary resources which mifi;}it result tVom the failure of public credit. The 
first emission was of two miliiuns of dollars, in June, 1775, to which a fur- 
ther million was added, on the 25th of the following month, and on tiie 
of November, an additional three millions. All these sums were to be re- 
deemed by four annual payments, the first of which, on the last emission, to 
be made, on or before the last day of Noyember, 1783 ; and the quota of 
eadi colony, was apportbned to the relathre number of its inhabitants. These 
sums were supposed to be . adequate to defray expensear to the 10th of June^ 
1776. But the march of events, soon required further issues, and by tbs 
22dof July, 1776, they amounted to twenty millions, which, for some months, 
were, almost universally, received at par. Thus, whilst the ministry of 
England were perplexed to raise supplies, the American patpots, -gave the 
power of gold to paper rags, by simple volition. 

But it was not in the power of Congress to limit the issue of pajier money; 
the right to emit it pertaining to every State, and being liberally exercised. 
To economise disbursements, to call in by taxes a part of the sums disbursed, 
thereby, diminishing the quantity, and increasing the demand, were the only 
possible means of preventing such an accumulation, as infaUibly to cootmue 
its depreciation, until it should, entirely, cease to be a circulating mediuak 
' But the disbursements were made by too many hands to be eoonomiaed, and 
this power of taxation was not in Congress* That body could, jonly, recom- 
mend the imposition of taxes, and their recommendations were, perhaps, tbe 
less attended to, because, whatever might be the public exigencies, the mea- 
sure was, at all times, unpopular, and could, only, be effectual, by being uai* 
vexsal. It was earnestly recommended, to the several colonies, and aA»- 
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' wftrds to the Slates, (a adopt measures to vedeem their quotas of the bQ]s of 
credit emitted by Congress; but such was the danger apprehended from im- 
mediate taxalioii» that the payment of the first instalment of the first emission, 
was to be postponed until 1779, by which time it was certain the depreoia* 

tion must be considerable. 

Dcjtreriation had made much progress, before the taxation commenced, 
and tiiti riimedy was so sparingly applied, as little to affect the disease. It 
is yet a problem unsolved, whether the revolution would have been aided by 
a iiioro liberal resort to taxes. As it was dangerous to attempt the enforce- 
ment of taxation, palliatives wcrc necessarily resorted to. A loan of five 
millions was proposed, at an interest of fbur per cent. ; the principal to be 
repaid in three years, and R>r the greater accommodatioQ of leaders, a loon 
office was to be established In each States No certificate of loan to be less 
than three hundred ddlan. A hope was entertained, that the loan would 
fill immediately, and would diminish the bills in circulation ; and that the 
certificates being of large amount, would not be adapted to ordinary use. A 
lottery of fbur classes was also suggested, by which it was proposed to raise 
one million and five hundred thousand dollars; to draw in a large sum of 
continental money by the sale oj" the tickets; to retain, with the consent of 
the successful adventurers, the small prizes in each class, for tickets in the 
succeeding one, and flie large prizes on loan. These means were wholly 
inadequate to the proposed object. 

The faith of the people, however, supported the paper currency in undi- 
minished reputation, until near the close of the campaign of 1776. Early in 
1777, the depreciation beoune oonadentble; but, it was, generally, mistaken 
Ssr the rise of prices; and in the ignorance of political economy which pre- 
vailed, it was supposed, that such ^ct might be violently restramed* To this 
end, Congress declared, that, whoever, in any purchase, sale, or barter, 
whatever, should rate gold or silver coin, higher than the cAitincntal bills 
of credit, otight to be deemed an enemy to the liberties of the United States, 
and to forfeit the value of the subject, in which such difference was made. 
And bv most, perhaps^, hv all ot" the States, the paper bills were made a tender 
in payment of debts. But, a more effective and wise measure was, at the 
same time, devised. The States were urged, respectively, to support the 
credit of the Union, by a direct engagement to redeem these bills at the times 
fixed by Congress, and, immediately, to impose such taxes as the people were 
in condition to pay. They were assured, that, for all moneys thus raised, 
each State shoidd leo^ve a credit, with the United States, in its quota of the 

Cblic debt, that had been apportioned to them* At the same time, a further 
in of two millions was voted. The reoommendatkms pf Congress wm 
complied with. The situation of the south, in these circumstances, required 
additional measures for r^ef. That portion of the country had been supplied 
by British merchants and British capital. The colonial traders had credit with 
such merchants ; and large balances were annually owing, and in the hands 
of the planters, who, generally, preserved a credit to the value of their crops. 
To compel the American merchant to receive his debts, in paper, whilst he 
was bound to pay, in specie, would have been highly unjust ; and he was, 
therefore, authorized to pay those due from him, into the public treasury, 
and was assured, that he should be, thereby, discharged from the claims of 
his creditor. 

Bi^ neither loans nor taxes could be obtained in sufficient suras to preveirt 
recourse to mw issues of bills, and with every issue their value continued to 
decrease. Congress, in 1779, made a second eibrt.to limit the flood of 
paper. They required of the States^ on the first of January, to pay into the 
continental treasury, their respective quotas of ftHeen millions for the service 
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of that ymtj and of six millions, annually, fruiu aiid alter the ywn* 1779, as 
a fuud for reducing thtir early emissions and loans; and on the '-ilst of May, 
they further required, within the eurrent year, lorty-iive millions of dollars. 
Larijr* as these requisitions nominally were, tliey were uholiy iiisuiIicionU 
The depreciation iacreaised so rapidly as to defy all calculation. Towanfa 
the dose of 1777, it was two or tmee ibr one— in 1778, five or aix to one-* 
in 1770) twenty-eight fat one—- in 1780, sixty ibr one* in the first half of tks 
year; and near its doeetit fell to one bundled and fifty for one. In some few 
places it condnued in circulation for the first four or five months of 1781 ; but, 
in this last period, many would not take it at any rate, whilst others received 
it at a depreciation of several hundred for one. 

To still the clannour wliich prevailed against these excessive issues, Con- 
gress resolved, in October, 1779, that no further sum should be issued, on 
any account, than would increase the circulation to two hundred millions, 
and no greater part of the sum, wanting to that amount, than was indis- 
pensable for the public exigencies, until adeqiMi* supplies could be otherwise 
obtained, for which reliance was plawd upon tlic Slates. But Congress 
could not laaiiitam its resolution; and soon completed the sum they liad 
fixed as the maximum. At length, their paper became absolutdy wortbleffi; 
and they ^re almost wholly deprived of pecuniary means*^ Yet an efibit 
was made to revive the ^redit of their bUls, by a new isaipe undtt State gua* 
rantees— 4he old to be called in by taxes, and burned; and one dollar ia 
new, to be emitted for every twenty of the old. Of the ten millions thus ts 
he substituted, ibur were to be subject to the orders of Congress, and the re- 
mainder to that of the several States — the whole to be redeemable in specie, 
within six years; to bear an interest at the rate of five per cent., to be paid, 
also, in spcxjie, at the redemption of the hills, or at the rlertion of the owner, 
annually, in bills of exchange, on th( Auk rican commissioners in Europe. 
This plan wns ^oon ihund impracticable, and public credit heincf at the lowest 
ebb, the anny was well niiz;}i dissolved, and the country opened in every 
direction, to British excursions. 

The crisis was a trying one, but it was happily past* New resources 
were discovered, and the war carried on with vigour. Much specie was 
about this time (1781) introduced into the United States, by trade with tlie 
French ^nd Spanish West Indies, and by means of the rr^Ksh army in 
Rhode Island. The King of Prance gave the United States a subsidy sf 
six millions of livres, and became their security for ten millions more, hofw 
rowed by them in the Nctlu rlands. A regular system of finance was in- 
troduced by Mr. Robert Morris, who was placed at its head, and whose indi- 
vidual credit was hberally and advantageously used. The Bank of North 
America was established, and thus Congress and the country were extricated 
from the most innjiinent peril. By the scale of depreciation, the ^xf^r was 
carried on for nlmost five years, for httle more than a million sterling, and 
two hundred imihons of paper dollars, were made redeenmble by five silver 
ones. 

New Jersey seems to have used her right of making money, witli great 
moderation, •and that dread tif debt, which has peculiarly- charaoteriasd 
her. By the act of June 8th, 1779^ she called in all the bills of credit imisd 
during her colonial state; and diie<^ that all not prssented before the first 
of January, 1780, should be irredeemable. The provincial convention, b^ 
fore the constitution of the State, authorized the issue of sixty thot^and 
pounds, and provided for its extinction by taxation. This debt was adopted 
by the State. Under the requisition of Congress, March, 1780, the Stale 
authorizf cl tlie issue of two hundred and twcnty-five thousand pounds, pay- 
able with interest in yearly instalments, and the whole within six years. 
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But of thia sum the whole was ml emitted* On the 0th of January, 1781, 
a fiirther emisskHi of thirty thouaand pounds Avas authorized, also, redeema- 
ble within six years. This sum was in. small bills. ' And there were, pro- 
bably, some other incon.siderablc issufs. Rut for the redemption of all, 
taxes were duly and timely laid. The iSi ttf bills ceased to l)e a tender under 
the act of June 13th, 1781 ; and the coutiiit ntal bills, by an act of the 22d 
of the same month. The taxes were, during the depreciation, nominally 
enormous; and the amounts proposed to be raised at ditfercmt times, strong- 
ly mark the course of depreciation. By a resolution of iS'oveinber, 177d, 
&e Assembly proposed to raise one hundred thousand pounds, for the sup* 
port of the government during the succeeding year ; of which sum they pro- 
posed to pay to the governor one thousand pounds, and to Rohert Morris, 
dne£justice, five hundred poimds, and the salaries of the other officers pro* 
poftionately. And in November 20th, 1779, they resolved to raise nine 
mUKotu of dollartf by the first of October following; and appropriated for 
the salary of the governor, seven thousand pounds, and for that of David 
Brcarly, chief-justice, five thousand, and to the other officers propor- 
donably. 

During the war, there were larirc amounts of property belonging to the 
torics, confiscated; hut they prov< d of little avail to the public treasury. 
The sales were generally uiadi on ered:i, and by the progressive deprecia- 
tion, what might have been dear at the tmie of purchase, became dog cheap 
si the time of payment. 

The moat extensive evils resulted from makmg the paper bills a tender in 
pasrment of debts contracted to be payable in gold and silver. They fell chiefly 
on those who lived iqion -fixed incomes, or possessed capitals, previously accu- 
mulated or invested* The annuitant, the widow^ the heir, and the legatee, in 
moeiving the nominal amount of their reqiiective interests, did not, in many 
cases, receive a cent in the dollar. In a vast number of instances, the earn- 
ings of a long life of care and diligence, were wrested from their possessors. 
But the subject was not one of unmixed evil. It was generally useful to the 
]K)OT ; to those who hoarded not, but lived to-day upon the labour of yester- 
day or to-morrow. Whilst the paper money was current, none were idle 
from w ant of employment. Expending their money as fast as they received 
it, iluiy always had its full value. No Agrarian law could have more effec- 
tually equalized the conditions of the State, than the tender of these depre- 
ciating bills. The poor became rich, the rich poor. All that the money lost 
in value was taken from the capitaliirts; but the active and industrious were 
safe, in conforming the price of their services to the state of the depreciation* 
The debtor who possessed property of asxy kind, could easily extinguish his 
debts. Every thing usefiil feimd a ready purchaser. The price of a bul- 
lock to-day would pay that of a slave purchased a few months befere-^^hat 
of a good horse, the value of an improved plantation. 

The worst evil of the paper system was its demoralizing effect upon 
the community. The nature of obligations was so far changed, that the 
honest man, only, withheld the payment of his debts. A flood of specula- 
lion and fraud deluged the land, and found its way into its courts and its 
legislative 1 jails, overwhehning truth, honour and justice.* 

VIII. The summer of 1779 passed away, wiilu»ut furnishing, in America, 
sny event which could have a material influence on the issue of the war. 
But it was otherwise in Europe, where a coalifion, long looked for, and from 
which arose sanguine expectations, was eflected. Spain resolved to unite 
irith France, and to make, with her, common cause ag^nst Great Britain* 

* Barony. 
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These two powers, it was belie?ed, would be able to obtain complete ae* 
oendeiicy at sea, and their fleets to maintain their superiority on the 
American coast, as well as in Eoiope. Yet, the United States were not 
acknowledged by Spain, as sovereign and independent ; nor was their min- 
ister, Mr. Jay, who had been, some time before, sent to the Spanish court, 
accredited. 

IX. As tho campaifTii drew towards a close, without realizing the hope 
which hn?l been cherished, that the war would t r inmate with it, General 
WasiiiiiLiloii laboured to induce the civil autliorities to prepar<? in season for 
theejisiiin<; campaign,exhihitin<^ the alarming fact, that bet wti-a October, 1779, 
and the la.st of June, of the coming year, the termfi of service of near one-iialf 
of the soldiers of the army would expire. But it was impossible to remove 
the obstacles to prompt and united action* They were iidierentin the eyslem 
of confederation, in the novelty and untried drcumstances of the States, and 
in that selfishness which had succeeded the first glow of patriotic mdignatioo* 
Thus, the resolutions of Congress, relating to the nuUtary establshmeot, 
were not passed until the 9th of February, 1780 ; and did ndt require the 
troops to rendezvous before the first of April. The necessary acts of the 
State Legislat'!res, to give efiect to these resolutions, were slow and irre- 
gular, uncertain and unseasonable; and the army could not possess that 
consistency and stal)ility, which a better system would have given. 

X. The season for active operations, in a northern climate, having ceased, 
the army retired into winter quarters. It was divided into two divisions — 
the northern under the command of Major-g(Mieral Heath, had for its princi- 
pal object, the security of West Point, and the posts on the North river, as 
low as King's Ferry ; subordmate to which, was the protection of the country 
on the Sound, and the Hudson towards King's Brid^ The other atnd prin- 
dpal division, under Washington, originally proposed to encamp on the 
heights in the lear of the Scotch Plains, New Jersey; but Morristown was 
subsequently chosen, near which, the army was disposed in huts, late in De- 
cember. From tills {)ost detachments were thrown out, towards the North 
river nn 1 Staten Island, ibr the purpose of covering the country firom the 
depredations of the enemy. 

XI. During the year 1779, the marauding parties of tories from New York 
' and Staten Island, and occasionally, some of the enemy's regulnr troops, 

made devastating excursions into the State; the former for the purpose of 
plundering and cnnturinp; the unarmed inhabitants, and the latter, under the 
cover of legitimal< w ar, to do the oflicc of brigands. The enormities thus in- 
flicted, were greatly increased, by associates sheltering themselves in liie deep 
pine forests of Monmouth county, who, scarce regarding the distinctions of 
whig and tory , preyed on all within their power. Of these fireebooters, Fagan, 
Bourke alias Emmons, Stephen West, Esekiel Williams, and one Fenton, wm 
most noted* Pagan was hunted and killed by a party of militia, under Gap- 
tain Benjamin Dennis, who soon aftei-, (January) by the agency of one Van- 
kirk, entrapped Bourke, West, and Williams, whilst setting off from Rock 
Pond, for New Yoric, with their booty. A small party, which lay concealed, 
shot them as they approached their boat*;. Their bodies, with that of Fagan, 
were hung in chains. Fenton was soon after killed by stratagetrt. 

Bergen county was particularly exposed to hostile inroads, and the malice 
of the tories. On the 10th of May, about an hundred of the latter approacli- 
ed, bv the way of New Dock, tlie settlements of Closter, and carried off 
CoriK'luis Tallman, Samuel Dcmarest, Jacob Cole, and George Buskirk; 
killed Cornelius Demarest, wounded Hendrick Demarest, Jeremiah Wester* 
velt, Dow Tallman, and others; burned the dwellings of Peter Demarest, 
Matthias Bogart, Cornelius Kuyler, Samud Demarest, together with many 
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out-houses of other persons. They attempted to consume every dwelling 
they entered, but tlie firo was, in some, extinj^uishcd. They wantonly de- 
stroyed the furniture and stock, and abused tlie women. Tiicy were so 
closely pursued in their retreat, by the militia and a few conrincntal troops, 
that they carried oil' m; cattle, althuuuh that was a principal object ui the in- 
cursion. This party belonged to the provincial corps of Colonel Vanbuskirk, 
an active and violent tory partisan, and consisted of former residents of 
CloBter and Tappan, and some negroes. 

On the 17tlL of May, a detachment of one thousand men, under that com- 
mander in persoiif swept over the county, marking their course with desola- 
tion and slaughter* Not a house within their reach, belonging to a whig 
inhabitant, escaped. Mr* Abraham Allen, and Mr. George Campbell, were ' 
barbarously murdered; Mr. Joost Zabriskie was stabbed in hileen places, 
and two net^ro women were shot down, whilst endeavouring to drive oft' their 
master's cattle. The party avcaded the vengeance of the militia by a speedy 
retreat with their plunder. 

On the ^Hh of June, a party ot' more than fifty tori^ s, from New York, 
ianflL-il ill Alonrnoulh county, an'd readied Tinton Fails uii' li >* nered. They 
surprised and carried off Colonel Hendrickson, Lieutenant-colonel Wikotf, 
Captams Shadwick and Mr. Knight, with several privates of liie militia, and 
drove away a jew sheep and horned cattle. They were assailed by about 
thirty militia, whom they repell^ with the loss of two killed and ten 
wounded. 

About the first of August, the house of Mr. Thomas Farr, near Cross- 
wicks Baptist Church, was attacked by several of the forest ruffians. The 
family consisted of himself, wife and dauj^hter. The assailants broke into 
the dwelling, mortally wounded Mr. Fair, and slew his wife outright. The 
daughter escaped to Ihe house of a neighbour; and the alarnned villains fled 
without plunder. 

On the 18th of October, a party ol the enemy's light dragoons landed at 
Sandy Point, above Amboy, and proceeding iu 15ound Brook, burned some 
stores; thence by Van Veighton's Bridge, where they destroyed a number 
of boats, they marched to Somerset Court-house, which they hred. On their 
cetum, by the way of Brunswick, to South Amboyr they were annoyed by 
the militia. Their colonel and commandant, had his horse killed under him, 
and was himself made prisoner^ 

Xn. Ainong the evils most dreaded, from the depreda^tion of the conti« 
JOeiital currency, was the dilSiculty which must necessarily arise in subsisting 
the army. This calamity was more hastened than deferred, by. the parsi* 
mony with which Congress withheld, from the public agents, the money ne» 
cessary for public purposes. Contracts could not- be made co-extensive with 
the public wants, and mnny formed, were not fulfilled. A modification of 
the commissary department, in January, 1780, unfortunately, produced new 
embarrassments, and, at lentrtli, the credit of the purv'eyins; njronts was wholly 
destroyed. Gaunt faniiiic invaded the American camp ;u Murrisiownj and 
the procurement of supplies, by forced levies, becan:ie uidispensablc. 

The commander-in-chief required, from each county in the State of New 
Jersey, a quantity of meat and flour proportioned to its resources^ to be for* 
warded to the army within six days. To mitigate the odium of this measure* 
he addressed a circular, tettei to the magistrates, stating the urgency of the 
wants of thp army, but with assurances, that if volimtary relief could not be 
obtained, a resort to force would be inevitable. To the honour of the State, 
notwithstanding its exhaustion, the required supplies were instantly furnished. 
Nor is less honour due to the soldiery, for the patient and unrepining forti- 
tude with which they bore their suffering^. In the Highlands, aimtlar wants 
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were relieved by similar measures, which wern more than once necessary to 
both ramps. Soon nfrrr, the cri'Ty-ios which th*' I Vench displayed in the war, 
nwakoncd a correspmuliiiir (li-ii Ksiliua in Congress, and in several States, 
which, in a new system of iiiiaiice, £;ave adequate reUef; but not until more 
seriouis evils, us will appear in the progreas ui" the narrative, hud developed 
themselves. 

XIU« The ifloiated positkui of New York, had been much relied upooi by 
the British cominaiider ^r its defence. But the harrier which the walen 
nS&tdodf was entirely xemmd by the seventy of the frost in the winter of 
1779, 1780* The ice becoming of such thickness, as to permit the amy, 
with its wagons and artillery, to pass without danger, invited the enterprise 
of the commander«in-chier. His judgment and love of fame, alike, pronopled 
him to attempt the city ; but, the numerical inferiority of his force, still moie 
the f('cblcness of his troops from the want of fooi] and raiment, were in- 
superable ohsTarlrs. He eagerly cnixnL^rd, however, in mch enterprises to 
distress the eiieniy, as were in hi^ jU'wer, without departure from the cau- 
tious system which had pi ovf ii su IxMieticial to his country. The British 
troops, on Statcn Island, wcw t omputcd at twelve hundred men. The bridge 
of ice, over the waters, otiercd liim, seemingly, a fair opportunity to surprise 
and bear off this corps, particularly, as the communication between Staten, 
and Long, and York islands, was supposed impraotieable. 

The enterprise was confided to Gmieral Lord Stirling, with a ibroe of two 
thousand five hundred men, united to a detachment under Oeneral Irvine. 
On the night of the 14th of January, 1780, he moved irom Dehart's Point; 
and detadhing Lieutenant^solonel Wiliet to Decker's house, where Buskirk*8 
legiment of two hundred men was stationed, proceeded, himself, to the water* 
ing place, where the main body was posted. But the enemy, apprehensive 
of atfack, was abundantly vigilant; and, contrary to the intellin-ence pre- 
viously received, the communication l)etween the island and New York was 
still open. Tiie object of the dition, therefore, was unattainable, unless 
at an unjustifiable risk, as a reiniurcement from JNt w York might endanger 
the American detachment. Lord Stirling retreated on the morning of the 
17th, sustaining an inconsiderable loss by a charge of cavalry on his rear. 
The excessive cold continuing, the rivers were soon, afterwards completely 
blocked up. Even arms of the sea were passable on the iee, and the islandi^ 
about the mouth of the Hudson, presented to the view, and in efi^ aa un- 
broken ccMitinSint. * 

XIV. The want of power in Congress, to raise funds, and to enforce its 
decrees of every character, almost deprived it of the semblance of a national 
council. The articles of confederation had been slowly approved, and were 
totally inefficient to protert the many general interests which it embraced. 
The establishment ofthe army, for the ensuing campaign, was fix<"d at thirty- 
five thousand two hundred and eleven men, and the measures foi- recruiiinsr 
it, which preceded, a few days, thopp for its siijiport, partook of the State 
system, which was entirely predominant. No means were used for raisino- 
men under the authority of Congress ; and the several States v\ ere required 
by draught, or otherwise, to bring into the field, by the first day of April, the 
numbers necessary to their respective quotas. Hiis course gave, unhappily, 
to the American oonfedmcy, the sembhmoe, nay, substantially, the character 
ef an alliance of independent nations, whose embassadors assembled in ge- 
nml Congress, to recomipend to their respective sovere^ns, a plan of ope- 
rations which each might pursue at pleasure. The measure productive of 
great uncertainty and delay, were reprobated by the commander-ui-chief in 
vain, and he was doomed to straggle with embairassmenis, of which he had t 
never ceased to complain. j 
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Famine wi» not the only great evil which beset the imlitary service ia 
1780. Others, of a serious nature, presented theroselveB. The pay of aa 

officer was reduced, by the depreciation of money, to a pittance wholly in- 
competent to his wants. That of a major-general would not compensate 
an express rider; nor that of the captain, furnish the shoes in which he 
inarched. Generally, without fortune, ttie olfirers bad expended the little 
they possessed, in the first equipments for th ir station; and were, now, com- 
pelled to rely on the Stntes, to which they respectively l)eloniTed, for such 
clothing as they might Turnish; which was so insufficient ami uiiequal, as to 
prodooe extreme dissatisfaction, and great reluctance to remain in service. 

XV. Among the privates there grew oat of the very oompoeitioii of the 
wam-^i causes of dissust, which inereMed the dlssatis&ctioii flovni^ fitm their 
multiplied wants. The first effort, towards the eud of the campatgu of 1770, 
to enlist troops for the war» had^ in some degree, succeeded, hk some Stafss, 
eepedaUy in Pennsylvania, many reeruits had, for small bounties, thus en- 
gSflsd. Whilst they served without pay, and almost without the necessaries 
of life, they had the mortification to behold their vacant ranks filled by men, 
who enlisted for a few months, only, and, for that short service, received 
high bounties, which, in depreciated money, seemed immense. In their 
chagrin, many were induced to contest their engajremcnts, and others to de- 
sen. A representation of these circumstances, to C( j^ii^ress, produced a com- 
mittee of inquiry, who reported, " that the army w; is un^)aid for five months; 
that it seldom liad mure Lhan bix days' pruvibitJiis in advance ; and was, on 
several occasions, for sundry successive days, without meat; that it was des* 
tituie of forage ; that the medical department had ndther sugar, tea, diooo* 
late, wine, or spirituous liquors of any hind ; that every department was with- 
out money, and had.not even the shadow of credit left; aiul that, the patience 
of the soldiers, borne down by the prsssure of complicated suflerings, was on 
the point of being exhausted." In the mean time. Congress resolvedt that 
they would make good to the line, and independent corps of the army, the 
depreciation of their pay, by which all the troops should be placed on an 
equal footing. But this benefit, dictated by simple justice, was limited to 
those in actual service, and to ihoee wbo^ after, came into it, engaging for 
three years, or the war. 

These resolutions mitigated, but did not cure the prcvailitig griefs. A long 
course of suffering had produced some relaxation of discipline, and tlie dis- 
contents of the soldiery, at length, broke forth into actual mutiny. 

On the 25th of May, two regiments from Connectkut, panded underarms, 
• with a declared resolutiaii to return home, or to obtain subsistence at the point 
of the bayonet. The soldiers of other regiments, though not actually uniting 
with the mutineers, showed no disposition to suitress the mutiny. By great 
exertions of the officers, and the appearance of a neighbouring brigade of 
Pennsylvanians, then commanded by Colonel Stuart, the leaders were se- 
cured, and the troops brought back to their duty. But the temper of the 
soldiers, as apparent in their replies to the remonstrances of their officers, 
was of an alarming nature. They turned a deaf ear to the promises of 
Congress, and demanded some prejseiit, substantial, recompense for their ^r- 
vices. A paper was found in the brigade, supposed from New York, stimu- 
lating the troops to abandon the cause of their country. 

XVI. The discontents of the army, and the complaints of the people of New 
Jersey, on account of the repeated requisitions upon them, had been commu* 
nicated, with such ezag»eiattons, to the general, commanding in New York, 
as to induce the belieiVuiat the Amencan soldiers were ready ta desert their 
standards, and the people of New Jersey to change thetr govenuDsnt. To 
avail himself of these dispositipns, Knyphausen crossed over» on the sixth of 

2Q 
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June, with about five thouaaad men, from Stalen Island, anAlanded in the 

night at Elizabethtown Point. Early next morning he marched towards 
Springfield, by the way of Connecticut Fauns, but soon perceived, that the 
temper of the country and army, had been misapprehended. 

Washington had taken measures, in concert with the jjovrrnment of New 
Jersey, to crU out the militia, so soon as occasion should require; and, on 
the appearance of the invaduig army, they assembled with great alacrity. 
On thfir march to Connecticut Farms, distant five or six nuies from Eli- 
zalx thtown, the British were harassed by small partie s of contineiital 
iiv.nps^ whose numlx?rs were augmented, every instant, by the neighbouring 
aiilitia. This resistance manifested, too clearly to be misunderalood, the 
resolution and temper to be encountwed in the ftnrther progress of the exp^ 
dition. A halt was made at the Conneclicut Farms, where a spirit of reven^ 
more probably dwelling in the bosom of Governor IVryon, who was present, 
than in that of Knyphausen, who commanded, directed this village, with its 
church and parsonage, to be reduced to ashes. Another enormity was com- 
mitted, at the same ^aoe, which aroused great indigpiation, not only in the 
vicinage, but every where throughout the Union. Mrs. Caldwell, the wife 
of the cler<^yman, had remained in her house, under the ronviction, that her 
presencf' would protect it from pillage; and, that her jicrson would not be 
endangered, as in the ho|K? of preserving the Farms, Colonel Dayton, then 
commandini^ the militia, had determined not to halt in the settlement, but to 
take post, ai a narrow pass, on the road leading to Springfield. Whilst sit- 
ting in the midst of her childn i), having a sucking infant in her arms, a 
soldier came to the window, and discharged his musket at hor. She reoeived 
the ball in her bosom and instantly expired. Ashamed of an act so univerw 
sally execrated, the British contended, that the lady was the victim of a tan* 
dom shot from the milUia. Circumstances, however, too strongly negatived 
this assertion, and a pathetic representation of the fact, published by the 
afilicted husband, received universal credit. The husband was distinguished 
for zeal to the American cause, and his fate was very like that of his wife. 
He was, some months afler her decease, also shot to death, by a drunken toiy, 
or Tiritish soldier, at Elizalx?thtown Point. 

From the Farms, Knyphausen proceeded towards Springiif Id. The Jersey 
brigade, under General Maxwell, and the militia of the ncigiil>ouriKxxl, who 
assembled in great force, took an advantageous position at that place, with 
the resolution to defend it. Knyphausen lialted, and i*emained on ilie ground 
all night; but made noeffi>rt to dislodge the Americcms. Washington having 
intelligence of this movement, marched his army early in the momi^ that' 
Knyphausen left Elizabethtown Point, and advanced to the Short iSls, in 
the rear of Springfield. An impending battle was avoided by the German 
commander, who, hopeless of success, retirpd to the Point from which he had 
marched* He was followed by a detachment, which attacked his out-posts, 
supposing it had to contend with the rear of his army only ; but on disco* 
very, that the main body was still at the Point, the pursuers were recalled. 

XVII. At this period, the numerical force of the American army, was 
fiAy-five hundred and fifty-eight continental troops, of whom, only three 
thousand were effective. By return of Sir Henry Clinton, from his southern 
conquests, the British regular force, in New \ ork, and its dependencies, 
was increased to full twelve thousand, which could be employed in the field, 
whilst four thousand militia and refugees performed garrison duty. With 
this disparity of numbers, the Britbh commander might, well hope to gtther 
iropoftant fruits from again invadms New Jersey, par&ularly, by penetrating 
to the American stores near Mmnstown. After masking his purpose, and 
divi^yng die nnall force of his adveraury, by demcoistrations agaust West 
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Point, he rnarclieii, uii ihe iiiorning of the 23d of Juuu, iVuui Eiizabethlown, 
with five thousand infantry, a large body oi cavalry, and iVom ten to twenty 
field pieoest towards Spziiigfield. 

In antidpatioQ of tins enterprise, General Gieene had remained at Spring 
field, withjwo brigades of oontiiiental troops, and the Jersey militia: but m 
apprehension for the posts in the Highlands, the greater part of the army 
had been directed, slowly, towards Pompton. On observing the force which 
had entered the State, Washington halted and detached a brigade to hang on 
its right flank, whilst he prepared himself lo support Greene, or otherwise to 
counteract the designs of the enemy. 

At Springfield, Major LiCC was advanced on the Vauxhall road, taken by 
the British right colunnn; and Colonel Dayton, on the direct road, pursued 
by the left. As the enemy approached the town, a cannonade commenced, 
between their van and tlie American artillery, which had been posted to de- 
fend a bridge over the Kaiiway, guarded by Colonel Angel, with less than 
two hundred men. Colonel Shreve, with his regiment, occupied a second 
bridge, in order to cover the retreat of AngeK Major Lee, with his dra* 

toons, and the piquets under Captain Walker, supported by Colonel Ogden, 
efended a bridge on the Vtnuuiall road. The residue of the continental 
troops, were drawn up on high ground, in the rear of the town, with the 
militia on the flanks. 

The right column of the British, advanced on Lee, who resisted their pas- 
sage until a body of the enemy had forded the river above him, when he 
withdrew his corps to avoid being surrounded. At this instant, their lef> at- 
tacked Angel, who maintained his ground with jx^rsevering gallantry , until 
compelled, after thirty minutes struggle, to yield to superior iiunibers; but 
he retired in perfect order, and brought ofT his wounded. iSiireve, after 
covering Angel's retreat, rejoined his brigade. Tiie English then took pos- 
session of the town and reduced it to ashes. The stern resistance he had 
ci^countered, the gallantry and discipline of the continental troops, theur 
firm countenance displayed in continual skimiishuig, and the stienugth of 
Greene's position, together with tidings, that a formidable fleet and army 
was daily expected from France, deterred Sir Henry from prosecuting his 
original design. He withdrew that afternoon from Elizal>ethtown; snd in 
die same night passed over to Staten Island. In this battle the Jersey bri- 
gade and militia, bore a conspicuous and honourable part. 

XVIII. There is, perhaps, no event connected with the American revolu- 
tion, of more extraordinary character, than the devotion displayed towards it, 
bv the Marqnis do La Fayette. Of high aristocratic descent, rich, and with 
every [)i<jsp€ct of flattering consideration, at the court of his king, he became 
enamoured of the principles of freedom and equality, in a distant and a 
foreign land ; and against the remonstrances of his friends, and the disappro- 
bation of his prince, devoted his life and fortune to their support. At the 
dose of 1776, he communicated to .the American commi8si(Mier8,.at Paris, 
his determination to repair to the United States. The encouragement which 
they gave to his wishes was retracted, when the reverses in New Jersey 
were known. But his enthusiasm was not to be thus extinguished ; and he 
reified, that these circumstances rendered even inconsiderable aids more 
necessary; and that if they could not furnish him with a ship, he would 
fieight one himself, to convey him and their despatches. This ' he did. At 
the agre of ninotnrn years, newly wedded to a wife whom he loved, and 
templed by the pleasures of a luxurious court, he voluntarily rejected the 
ready enjoyments of his condition, and sailed to America. He was received 
with such sentiments as his disinterestedness merited. But, instead of using 
this grateful disposition, to obtain extraordinary distinction, in the rendition 
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of his services, as was generally the case with Ibreigners, who then sougiit 
employment in America, he, modestly and generously, declined a commission, 
and xequesled leave to serve as a voluiileer* Nor wexe the Turtues of this 
ektraordinar^ man, thus displayed, the temporary fruits of mome&tarjr and 

SMithful excitement. His love of freedom and poutieal equality, and his dis- 
teresled pursuit of them, have fendered illustnous a long life; and it wcxild 
seem, that with him, at least, the exercise of virtuotis passions had the power 
to give increase of days. HSb became the friend of Washington. And if a 
nation's gratitude be the appropriate meed for national services, La Fayette 
has been rewarded, by his triumphal procession, of months^ through the 
North American continent. 

When war was declared Ix tween France and England, La Fayette (deem- 
ed, that his duty required him to tender his services to his own sovereign. 
He obtained the permission of Congress, to n^turn, preserving his rank of 
major-general, iu the American arm^, and all his zeal for American inte- 
rests. He was received at court with favour and distuiction, and succeas- 
fiiUy employed his iDfiuence) in persuading the cabinet to grant eflfeient 
succours to the United Stales. There being no probability of active employ- 
ment in Europe, he returned to America, in April, 1780 ; bearing the grate- 
ihl intelliflencey that France would immediatdy despatch a con8l£raUe hmd 
and naval armamentf ^r the ensuing campaij^. 

XIX. These tidings gave, uideed, a new impulse to Congress, the State 
Legislatures, and the people. The first adopted vigorous resolutions for 
raising money and troops, which were transferred into the laws of the seve- 
ral States. Hut, unibrtunatcly, the energy dif^playcd in the enactment, did 
not extend to the execution of the laws; the troops being slowly raised, and 
in numbers far less than the service rrtjnired. Several patriotic individuals 
contributed largely to the public lunds. The citizens of Philadelphia establish- 
ed a bank, sut^ribing £315,000, Pennsylvania currency, payable ui specie; 
principally, with a view to provide the army with provisions, and without 
contemplation of profit to die founders* The ladies of that city set a spkn- 
did example of patrioti8m» devoting large sums fbr the rriSef of suffering 
soldiers, which was, generally* fiMlowed throufi^hout the country.* Yet, 
despite of all these exertions, the condition of the army continued de- 
plorable. 

XX. On the 10th of July, before Washington could fill his ranks, or had 
prepared any plan for the CRmpei^n, the first division of the French auxilia- 
ries arrived at Newport, with more than five thousand troops, and intelli- 
gence, that a second division might be speedily expected. The instructions 
of General Rochambeau, placed him, entirely, under the command of Wash- 
ington, and required his forces, as allies, to cede the post of honour to the 
Americans* In reliance on the French naval superiority, Washington pro- 
posed a Joint attack on New York; Ibdng the 5th of August, for the re- 
emharkation of the French troops, and the assembling of his army at Morris* 
anieu But this deesgn vras procrastinated and finally defeated^ hy the sue* 
cessive arrival of British squadrons, which gave them the command of the 
sea* and confined the French to the harbour. In its proseeuttoD, however, 
the command^-in-chief visited Hartford, that by personal conferanoe with 
the French officers, he might concert measures for this and other objects. 

During his absence from camp, the long meditated treason of General 
Arnold exploded, destroying, however, only, the most active auxiliary of his 

* On the 4th of July, the ladies of Trenton appointed Mrs. Cox, Bits. Dickenson, 
Mrs. Forman, and Miss Cadvvalader, to open a subscription, and to mrrpspnnd v;Ith 
the Udiei in the dif!erent counties of the State, whom Uiey named on cominiUoes. 
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guilt; wliose merit caused liivn to l?e wept, even bv his CMcnnes. Goueral 
Arnold possessed great courage, enterprise, patiencf and ibrtitude, with 
otlier qualities essential to the able soldier. But without moral principle, or 
sound judgment, he estimated greatness to consist in ostentatious display, 
and the liberal indulgence of the senses. Previous to the revolution his 
poverty denied these enjoyments. His sudden elevation, whilst stimulating 
his appetites, gave him, justly or unjustly, the means for their gratifieation. 
A short period of success filled him with that disposition, which leads inevi- 
tably to ruin. He became prodigal of his own, and avaricious of the pro- 
perty of others. The wounds he received at Quebec and Saratoga, unfitted 
him for active service; and having large accounts to settle with Congress^ 
he was, on the evacuatioii of Philadelphia in 1778, appointed to the com- 
mand of that city. Here, yielding to his vain propensities, he incurred large 
expenses, for a sumptuous table and splendid equipage. To sustain these, 
with the spirit of the gambler, he embarked in perilous and unfortunate com- 
nnercial speculations, and in unsuccessful privateer adventures. His ac- 
counts with the United States vv( re intricate, and the enormous balances he 
claimed, were reduced, not only by a conunittee of Congress, but by the 
House, on the report of its committee. Charged with various acts of extor- 
tion upon the citizens, and peculation in the fimds, detected and degraded, ' 
he reproached his country with ingratitude, and givmg general oflbnce, was 
arrested, triedf and senftnioed by a court martial, and publidy reprimanded 
by the commander-in-chief. 

From this hour, his hau^ty spirit is supposed to have devoted his country 
lo the direst vengeance. KnowW well the importance of the post at West 
Point, he deliberately and successmlly sought its command, witli the view of 
betraying it to the enemy. To this end, a correspondence was for some time 
carried on, under mercantile disguise, in the names of Gustavus and An- 
derson, between him and Major John Andre, aid -de-camp of Sir TTonry 
Clinton, and adjutant-general of the British army. To facilitate their com- 
munication, the Vulture, sloop of war, took a station on the North river; and 
the visit of General Washington, at Hartford, was iiiiproved, for adjusting 
their plans by a personal interviewt Andr6 landed from the sloop, without 
the j&jnerican lines, under a flag sent by Amold. Their coo&ience having 
been protracted, into the sucoeMing day, it became necessary that Andr^ 
should be concealed, until the night affiirided him a safe opportunity to re^ 
embaric. He refused, peremptorily, to enter within the lines, but the lespect 
promised to this objection, was not preserved. They continued tog^her 
during the day, in which the Vulture shifled her position, in consequence of 
a gun having, without the knowledge of Arnold, been brought' to bear upon 
her. The bontmen, on the following night, refusing to carry Andre on 
board, he attempted to reach New York, by land. Relnrtantly yield tn^^ 
to the representations of Arnold, he exchanged his uniform, which he had 
hitherto worn beneath his surtout, for plain clothes, and set forth with a per- 
mit, authorizing him, under the name of John Anderson, to proceed on the 
public service to the White Plains, or lower, if he thought proper. 

He had safely passed the posts, when he was arrested by one of three 
militiamen, on a scouting party. With a self-abandonment, extraordinary 
in one equally brave and intelligent, instead of producing his pass, he hastily 
asked the soldier, who had seized his bridle, where he beloojged to f * ' The 
reply, " to below," designating him to be from New York, Andr^ said, And 
so am I — and declaring himself to be a British officer, on urgent business, 
begged that he might not be detained. The other militiamen coming up, he 
discovered his mistake too late to repair it. His most tempting offers for 
permisnon to escape, were rejected by his captors, who, on searching him. 
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fiHind oonoealed, in his boots, among other interesting papers, exact iretums^ 
in the hand-writing of Arnold, of the state of Wert Pointy and its dependen- 
cies* Carried befbre Colonel Jameson, who commanded the scouts on the 
lines, he, anxious for the safety of Arnold, requested, that he should be in- 
finnied, that Anderson was taken. An express was despatched with the 
communication. On receiving it, Arnold took refuge on board the Vulture, 
whence he proceeded to New York. Sufficient time being allowed for his 
escape, Andr6 no longer uffectcd conc^Ument, but avowed himself the adju> 
tant-iionernl of the British army. 

'L his galiaat and unfortunate man sulfered the piiially which would have 
more justly fallen upon the fugitive traitor. He was condemned as a spy, 
by a court-martial, of which General Greene was president, and La Fayette, 
Steuben, and others, waie members. And notwithstanding the earnest en- 
deavours of Sir Henry Clinton, to save him, and the tears even of his judges, 
the sentence, sternly exacted by duty, was executed* Arnold became a bri- 
gadier in the British service, univeraaily contemned as a vile and eor^ 
traitor, who had been redeemed from the gallows, by the blood of one of the 
most accomplished officers of the British army. 

The thanks of Congress were given, with a silver medal, bearing an in- 
scription, expressive of their fidelity, to John Paulding, David Williams, and 
Isaac Vanvert ; and subsequently, a pension of two himdrnd dollars per 
annum — a reward, better proportu ih d to the state of the treasury, than their 
services — was settled upon them, respectively. 

XXII. Early in De^cember, 1780, the American ;uniy retired to winter 
quarters. The Peuiusyivania hue was stationed near Murristown, the Jersey 
line about Pompton, on the confines of New York, and the troops of the New 
England States, at and near West Point, on both ndes of the river. The 
line of New Ymk remained at Albany, to which place it had be^n sent to aid 
in opposing a temporary' invasitHi from Canada. 

XXIII* In Burope, Oreat Britain, at war with France and Spain, was 
threatened by the northern powers, Russia, Sweden, and Norway, who, in 
the summer of 1780, entered into the celebrated compact known as '* The 
armed neutrality, Holland showed a disposition not only to join this alli- 
ance, but to enter into a treaty with the United States of America. Both 
were offences which the English ministeis were not disposed to oyeriooiL,and 
war was declared against that nation. 

XXIV. The state of the American army was little improved during the 
year 1780» Discontent gained ground, ajid even the officers could not always 
resti'ain their repinings, in contimiiag their condition with t]iai of other 
classes in the country* These had, inevitably, an influence upon the dispo- 
sition of the soldier* In addition to the general causes of dissatisfaction, the 
Pennsylvania line had one, almost, peculiar to itself* When Congress di- 
n(M enlistments to be made for **three year* or during lie vmr^ the le- 
cniiting pSBcm of that line engaged many men on those ambiguous terms. 
As a consequence, the soldier claimed his discharge, at the expiration of tlnee 
years ; whilst the officer insisted, upon detaining him during the war. The 
imposition, as the soldier viewed it, was more impatiently borne, whilst he wit- 
nessed the large bounttes given to the new recruits. The discontent which 
had been long fomenting, broke out on the niglitof the first of January, 1761, 
in open and almost universal revolt of this line. 

Upon ri signal given, all the regiments, except three, turned out under 
arms ; avowing their determination to march to the seat of Congress, and 
obtain redress for their grievances, or to serve no longer. The officers ea- 
deavoured, in vain, to quell them. Several were wounded, and a Captain 
BUUng killed, in the attempt. General Wayne presented hb pistols, as if 
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about to fire; but the bayonet was [)ut to hi^j breast, whilst, with expressions 
of lespect and aflfection, he was told, If you fire, you ttie a dead man. We 
are not going to the enemy ; should he approach, we will fight him under 
your ordsis. But we will he no longer amused, and are resolved to obtain . 
our just rights." In this temper, thirteen hundred men marched finom Mor* 
ristown to Princeton, with their arms and six pieces of cannon, in good 
<Mrder, with oflicers appointed from themselves, a sergeant-major, who had 
deserted from the British, being commander. They resisted attempts at ac- 
commodation, made, severally, by General Wayne and a committee of Con- 
gress. But, at len^Tth, at the instance of President K(«d of Pennsylvania, 
they marched to Trenton, and snlrmitted, on condition, — 1. That those en- 
listed for ''three years or during the war,^'* should be discharged; such 
enlistment to Ije determined by connni-ssioners mutually chosen^ on the oath 
of the soldier, where the written contract could not be found; 2. That cer- 
tificates for the depreciation of their pay should be immediately given, the 
arrearaiges to be paid as soon as circumstances would permit ; 3. That certain 
specified articles of clothuig, greatly needed, should be immediately furnished. 
In consequence of the irksovneness of this afllkir, the whole of the artillery, 
and of the five first regiments of infantry, were discharged before the con* 
tracts of enlistment could he Inrought from Morristown. On their production, 
it appeared, that the engagements of the remaining regiments did not entitle 
them to their discharge, and that, of those actually dismissed, the far greater 
numbf'r had enlisted for the war. The discharges, however, were not re- 
voked, and those who were to remain in service, received furloughs for forty 
days, with orders to rendezvous at designated places in Pennsylvania. 

Sir Henry Clinton, a|)prized of the revolt, on the third of January, sent 
his emissaries, with higlily tempting offers, to the line, to engage them in his 
service. The otlbrs were cummunicatcd to General Wayne, the agcnta 
seized and confined, and aflcr the accommodation, they were tried and exe- 
cuted as spies. 

General Washington, who, ibr prudential reasons, did not approach the 
mutineers, took measures to avail himself of the regular troops, and the mi- 
litia of New York, for oflience or defence. And, on the first notice of the 
mutiny, the militia of New Jersey, under (reneral Dickenson, took the field, 
ioT the purpose of opposing any incursion which might be made in the State, 
and of co-operating with such of the regular troops as it might be necessary 
to employ. 

The danger of yielding, even to the just demands of soldiers, with arms in 
their hands, was soon evidt nt. The success of the Pennsylvania line stimu- 
lated part of that of Jersey, many of whom were foreigners, in the hope of 
like advantages, to a similar attempt. Uii the night of the 20th of January, 
part of the Jersey brigade, stationed at Pompton, rose in anns, and making 
the same clauns which had been granted to the Pennsylvanians, marched to 
Chatham, where another portion of the brigade was posted, in expectation, 
that it would join in the levdt* But, the commander-in-chief, chagrined at 
the result of tiie late mutmy, and confident in the fidth of the eastern troops, 
resolved on strong measures to stop the further progress of a spirit which 
threatened the total destruction of the army. A detachment, under General 
Howe, was immediately s^t against the mutineers, with orders to bring 
them to unconditional submission, and to execute some of the most active 
of the leaders. Howe marched from Kingwnod about midnight, and by 
the dawning of the next day, had so posted his force as to prevent the 
escape of the revolters. Colonel Barber, of the Jersey line, commanded them 
to parade without arms, and to march to designated ground. Upon their 
hesitation, Colonel Sprout advanced, giving them five minutes, only, for com- 
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pliance. Intimidated, Ihey instantly obeyed. The Jersey offioesi gave a list 
of the leaders of the revolt, from whom tlirec of the most active were selected, 
who were executed upon the spot, by the other prominent mutineers. The 
vast disparity of numbers engaged in these mutinies, accounts for the dif- 
lerence in the results. The disa&cted in the Jersey line did not exceed one 
hundred and sixty men. 

Sir Henry Clinton offered to the Jersey mutineers the sLUTie terms as to 
the Pennsylvania line ; and General RobertiK>n, at the head ui^ iliiee ihousaad 
men, was detached to Steten Island, for the purpose of entering Jersey, and 
coming any movemeDt which they might make towards New York. The 
emissary employed, proved to be in the American inteeat, and ddiTeied hb 
papers to Colonel Dayton, commanding at the first station to which he onms* 
OlW papers were dispersed among tlie mutineers» promising rewards to 
every soldier who should join the British troops when landed at Elizabeth- 
town; but the mutiny was crushed so suddenly, as to allow no time fi« the 
operation of these proposals. 

The vigorous steps now taken, were, happily, followed by such attention, 
on the part of the States, to the wants of the army, as checked the further 
progress of discontent. Although thr army was reduced to almost insup- 
portable distress, by the scantiness of supplies, the discontents of the poople 
were daily multiplied, by enforced contiibutious, and the offensive manner 
in which they were levied. Every article for public use, was obtamed by 
impressment, and the taxes, being chiefly specific, were either unpaid or ool- 
leded by coercion* Strong representations were made against this sysleniy 
and committees were, in some places^ raised to express the public com^ainlst 
The dissatislaction, therefore, which pervaded the mass of the community, 
was scarcely less dangerous, than that which had been manifested by tips 
army. * 

XXV. The year 1781 commenced in gloom and despondency. The hopes 
founded on French nid had been disappointed; the sufferings of the army 
were unalleviated, and the prospect of its inrrease, discouraging. Of thirty, 
seven thousand troops, voted by Cnni^rods, to be in camp on the first of 
January, not more than fourteen thuusand, two-thirds of whom, only, were 
effective, had f>een raised, in all the Union, in June, when the campaign 
opened. Food and raiment were still scantily supplied; the latter, contracted 
for in France, having been unaccountably delayed. In the mean time, the 
country was threatetwd from every quarter, — in the west, by new combina- 
tions the Indians^^ the north, from Canada^ and the discontented lesi* 
dents of Vermont, whose contention fi>r juiisdidion, with the State of New 
York, made them cold in the common cause-— on jthe eastern border, by the 
increase force of Sir Henry Clinton— on the south, by Rawdon and Com* 
wallis. To supply the American army with food, would, perhaps, Imve been 
impossible, but for the efforts of the financier, Mr. Robert Morris ; whose 
mercantile capital and credit were, judiciously, called to aid his offirial duties, 
without which, the decisive operati(His of the campaign, might have been de- 
feated. 

XXVI. Washington still cherished the design of attacking New York, and 
the French troops were ordered from Newport, late in June, for this purpose, 
The intention was abandoned, however, m August, in consequence of large re- 
inforcements havmg been received, from Germany, by Chnton, the tardiness 
with which the American ranks were filledy and the prospect of striking a 8ne> 
ossiiil blow in the south. A large fleet, commanded by the Connt de Giasse, 
was expectedt daily, to arrive in the Chesapeake, aflbrding, if conjoinsd in 
operation with the aimy» the most flattering hopes of the capture of Gwa- 
wallnB« 
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The appeafftnoe of an attack on New York, was still kept up, whilst 
the allkd army crossed the North river, and passed, by ^^ ay of Philadel* 
phta, to Yorktown. This march would, probably, have been interrupted, 
had not Sir Henry Clinton, relying, confidently, on some intercepted letters, 
developing the plan of the intended attempt on New York, believed the present 
movement to be a feint, until it was too &r completed to be opposed. The 
order observed by the French troops, has, with great reason, called forth the * 
plaudits of the historian. In a march of five hundred miles, through a coun- 
try abounding in Imit, not a peach nor an apple was taken without leave. 
Grncral Washington and Count Rochambeau, reached Williamsburg on the 
14th of September; and visiting Count de Gra^s! , on board his ship, the VUle 
de PariSy concerted the plan ol' future operations. 

De Grasse arrived in the Chesapeake, from Cape Francoisc, late in August, 
with twenty-eight sail of the line, and several frigates. At Cape Henry, an 
officer from La Fayette informed him of the situation of the armies .in Vir- 
mnia* Lord Cornwallis, who had received notice that a French fleet was to 
be expected on the coast, had collected his whole force at Yorktown and 
Crioucester Point; and the Marquis had taken a position on James Riveri ior 
the purpose of opposing any attempt, which the British might make, to escape 
into South Carolina. Pour ships of the line and several frigates, were, de- 
tached for the purpose of blocking up the mouth of York River, and of con- . 
veying the French land forces, under the Marquis of St. Simon, up the James 
River, to form a junction with La ayctte. In the mean time, the fleet lay 
at anchor just within the capes. On the 25th of August, the Count de jBarras 
sailed from Newport for the Chesapeake. 

Admiral Rodney, who commanded in the Wesi Indies, supposing that the 
greater part of the fleet of Dc Grasse, had proceeded to Europe, and that a 
part, only, of his own squadron, would suffice to maintain an equality of force 
in the Anmcan seas, detached SlJr Samuel Hood to the oootinent, with four- 
teen sail of the line. That officer made land south of the capes of Virginia, 
a few days before De Grasse's arrival, and proceeded, tbenpe, to Sandy Hook, 
which he leached on the 28th of August* Uniting-with the force under Ad- 
miral Greaves, who, as senior officer, took the command, the whole fleet, 
amounting to nineteen sail of the line, set sail, immediately, in hopes of falling 
in with De Barras or De Grasse, wholly unsuspicious of the force of the 
latter. On the morning of the fifth of September, the fleet of De Grasse was 
discovered, consisting of twenty-four sail of the line, in the mouth of the 
Chesapeake. An engagement ensued, lor several hours, in which neither 
party could claim the victory. Some days were spent in mantcuvres, 
during which De Grasse, having the wind, might have brought on another 
battle ; but it was declined, that the capture of the British army, now deemed 
almost certain, might not be put to h^ard. In the mean time, De Barras 
arrived with his squadron, and fourteen transports lad^ with artillery and 
atoies, proper to carry on the siege* The English fleet retiied before this 
superior force, and returned to New York* 

At length, the post of Lord Cornwallis was formally besieged, and the first 
parallel commenc»ed, on the night of the sixth of October. The siege was 
prosecuted with great vigour, bourage, and skill ; the officers and soldiers of 
France and America, striving who should display most, these qualities. The 
defence was maintained, with equal spirit, against a vastly superior force, 
during thirteen days: until almost every gun on the fortifications was dis- 
mounted, and the batteries prostrated. On the nuieteeiith, Lord Cornwallis 
surrendered the posts of Yorktown and Gloucester Point, with their garrisons, 
and the shipping in the harbour with the seamen; the army and arms, mi- 
litary chest and stores, to Wa^iungton; the ships and seamen to the Count 
2R 
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(ie Grasse. The total amount of prisoners, exclusive of seamen, exceeded 
seven thousand men. The allied army may be eslunated at £>uteen thousand; 
the French at seven thousand; the continental troops at five 'thousand five 
hundred, and the militia at three thousand five hundred. Sir Henr^ Clinton, 
fiiUy apprized of the influence which the fate of the army, in Virginia, must 
have on the war, exerted himself^ strenuously, Ibr its preservation; and 
having eniharked about seven thousand of his best troops, sailed for the 
Chesapeake, under convoy of twenty-five sail of the line. This armament 
left the Hook on the day the capitulation was signed at Yorktown, and ap- 
peared off the capes of Virginia, to learn the tidings of snrrfnfVr, and to 
return to New York ; no sutBcient motive remaining for attacking the great- 
ly superior force of De Grasse. 

The exultation throughout the United States, at the capture of this formi- 
dable army» which had inflicted incalculable misery over an immense space 
of territory, was equal to the terror wliich it had inspired. The opuiiuu be- 
came universal, that the great struggle was over, that the object of the con- 
test had been fully gained, and every demonstration of gratitude was poured 
fi>rth by Congress and the people, to heaven, and its agents in their de* 
liveianoe* 

XXVII. Whilst the allied annies were on march for Virginia, Sir Henry 
Clinton, probably, with the hope of recalling Washington, sent an expedition 
under Arnold, against New London, which landed in the port on the 6th 
of September. Fort Griswold, on one side of the harbour, made an obsti- 
nate resistance. Tt was garrisoned by Colonel Ledyard, and one himHred 
and sixty men. But being taken by storm, the captors disfrraced their tri- 
umph, by tho slatighter of the brave and unresisting delenders. Colonel 
Ledyard prcscnu^d his sword to the commanding officer of the assailants, 
which the barbarian instantly pluncred into his bosom, and the carnage was 
kept up, until the greater part of the garrison was killed or wounded. If 
such vengeance could he justified, there was, indeed, cause for it. Colonel 
Eyre, and Major Montgomery, the second in command, together with two 
hundred men, fell in the assault. The town of New London, and the stores 
which it contained, were consumed by fire. 

XXVIII. The capture of Comwallis was the condusion of the war. A 
show of hostility was preserved for a few months, and some skirmishing 
was had, of no great interest, between the parties, near New York, and 
in the vicinity of Charleston. But no military event of importance, afler- 
wards took place. Coimt do Grasse sRiled for the West Indies, Wayne 
and Gest's brigades marched under General St. Clair, to the aid of Greene, 
in the south ; the French troops remained in Virginia, and the eastern 
regiments returned to New Jersey and New York, under the immediate 
command of General Lincoln. ^ 

Stimulated by these successes, tne preparations for another campaign 
were commenced, with much alacrity. The resolutions respecting the'mm* 
tary establishment, were adopted hy Congress, so early as the 10th of De* 
oemher; and those providing for &e expenses of the war,, substitutmg a 
vigorous system of taxation, for the demoralizing and unjust practice of ex- 
tortion, and requiring eight millions of dollars, in specie, to be paid by the 
States, quarterly, were passed so early as the 10th <^ October. But the 
country' was exhausted. The obstacles to raising revenue, were almost 
insuperable. At the commencement of the year 1782, not a dollar remained 
in the public treasury ; and although the payment of two millions had been 
required by the first of April, on the twenty-third of that month, not a cent 
had been received. On the first of June, twenty thousand dollars, scarce more 
than sufficient for a single day's service, had been paid. In July, when a 
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half years' tax was due, the minister of finance was inlbrnicd by lua agents, 
that In some States, nothing would be received belbre the month of Decem- 
ber* The oooptiy waa, tiieiefoie, indebted for Indispensable supplies, to the 
funds and ciedit of the financier; but the public creditors were unpaid, and 
no one could look forward, without deep anxiety, to the perpetuation of the 
system of forced contribution. 

Happily for the United States, the people of Great Britain had wearied of 
the contest, and conetiained their King, and his ministers, to think of peace. 
Strong resolutions were adopted by Parliament late in February, which not 
btmg promptly acted upon by the ministry, were followed on the 4th of 
Mai-ch, by a vote of the House of Commons, denouncing:; as enemins to his 
Majesty and the country, all who should advise or attempt, a further prose- 
cution of offensive war on the continent of North America. A change of 
ministry succeeded these votes, with instructions to the commanding officers 
in America, which conformed to them. 

XXIX. Although th^ spirit of animosity between the two nations, Great 
Britain and the United States of America, began to yield to policy and^hu- 
manity, the ire which dwelt in the bosoms of the tories, seemed to wax 
stronger, as their hopes of restitution waned. In the depredations of Arnold, 
and in the border war of New Jersey, the injuries done by them, were the 
most malignant; and their vengeance was still poured out upon New Jersey* 
From many outrages, we select the following, as most prominent. 

On the 2d of April, 1782, Captain Joshua Huddy was captured, with the 
block-house he defended, on Tom's river, by a party of refugees, after a 
gallant resistance. He was carried to New York, and detained in close 
cuiifiiienient for some days, and then told, that he was to be hanged. Four 
days after (on the 12th,) he was carried by a j)arty of tories to Middletown 
Heights, where he was deliberately executed, with the following label affixed 
to hia breast*'-" We, the refugees, having long, with grief, beheld the cruel 
murders of our brethren, and miding nothmg but such measures daily carry- 
ing into execution;— >we, therefore, determine not to suffer without taking 
vengeance for the numerous cruelties; and thus begin, having made use of 
Captain Huddy, as the first object to present to your view ; and further de- 
termine, to hang man for man, while there is a refugee eausting. Up goes 
Huddy, for Philip White." 

The Philip White here named, was a tory, who had been taken by a 
party 'of Jersey militia, and killed, in attempting to escape. His death was, 
falsely, charged upon this victim. Huddy was a man of extraordinary 
bravery, and met his hard fate, with rare fortitude and composure of mind. 
He executed his will, under the j2:allows, upon the head of the barrel, from 
which he was itninediatcly to make his exit — and in a hand-vvnting, fairer 
than usual. Greatly indignant at this wanton murder, Washington wrote 
to Sir Henry Clinton, tiimtening, that unless the murderers were surren- 
dered, he would retaliate* The demand being refused, Captain Asgill was 
designated by lot, as the subject. In the mean time the British instituted 
a oourt-martial, for the trial of Captain Lippinoott, the principal agent in 
the nefarious deed; when it appeared, that Governor Franklin, president 
of the board of associated loyalists, had given verbal orders to Lippincott, 
designating Huddy as a proper object for vengeance, as one \^'ho had perse- 
cuted the loyalists, and had been es[>eeially instrumental in hanging Stephen 
Edwards, a refugee. The rourt acquitted Lippincott, staling, that his con- 
duct was dictated by the conviction, that duty required him to obf y the 
orders of the hoard, as he did not doubt their authority. Sir Guy Carieton, 
who had succeeded to the chief command of the British army, not with- 
standmg the acquittal, reprobated the measuie, gave assurance of further 



Digitized by GoOglc 



316 



HlJSlXiKV OF NEW JERSEY 



inquiry, and biuke up the board of associated loyalists, to prevent the repeti- 
Tioii of such excesses. Asgill was rescued from various reasons. The end 
of liie war rapidly and v isibly approached — the Count de Vergennes inters 
ceded for bim, by letter, enclosing one from Mrs. Asgill, his mot&r* and Con- 
gress (November 7th,) directed the oommander-in-chie^ to bis great satisfibO- 
tion, to set the captain at liberty. 

XXX* Sir Guy Carleton, with Admiral Digby, was commissioned to 
negotiate a separate peace with the Americans; but their effi>rts were futile» 
as such a course, being dishonourable to the States, was inadmisstbie. Nor 
was it apparent, that the powers of the commissioners were sufficiently full 
for thn object. But tho pnhlir votes we have stated, and, probably, the pri- 
vate instructions given to the British general, restrained him from oftensive 
war; and the state of the American army, disabled Washington from any 
attempt on posts held by the enemy. These causes of inactivity in the 
north, extended also to the south. 

Alter ail intricate negotiation, in which the penetration, judgment, and 
Armjiess of the American commissioners* were eminently displayed, eventual 
and preliminary artic&BS of peace were signed on the SOth of November. 
The treaty, however, did not take eflfect, until the general pacificatiofi« on 
the 20th of January, 1788* Tidings of the latter event were communicafed 
by M. de La Fayette, by letter, received 24th of March. Barly in Apri!, 
came a copy of the treaty, from the American commissioners, and on the 
19th of that month, the cessation of hostilities was proclaimed. On the 16tb, 
the execution of the treaty was publicly celebrated, at Trenton. 

XXXf. To the rpRtoration of the blessings of peace, onr importniit mea- 
sure, the dissoluti^m of the army, was indispensable. Militars habits, and 
the spirit of segregation which they engender, are incompatible with the 
order and equality of civil life. The general and corporal are alike te- 
nacious of command; and the soldier, reluctantly, lays aside the casque, 
the uniform and arms, the idleness and the license, which distinguish him 
firom the dtizen. «The camp becomes his country — ^his fellows in arms, bis 
only compatriots, and the articles of war, and the will of his officers, his only 
laws. His whole being is newly, but not beneficfadly, modified* His intel* 
lectual powers and employments are confined to narrow limits, whilst his 
physical force and sensual appetites, are generally increased, and oflen in- 
dulged, by irregular gratification. To dissolve an army which has no cause 
of complaint against the State, is oflen a difficult and dangerous duty — to 
disarm men, to whom the State, without the means of payment, is deeply 
indebted ; who, poor and naked, look, confidently, on thoir return to civil life, 
only, to servile labour, beggary and oblivion, is intJred ;i perilous tasl-; yet 
one, which among the miracles of the American revolution, was accoinplisii- 
ed. A happiness, for which the country was as much indebted to the com- 
mander-in-chief, as for his military services. The traits of character dis- 
• played by him in attaining this object, are more valuable than any exhibited 
m his previous and afier life, excellent as these, certainly, were. He had his 
equals, perhaps superiors, in his own country, in miUlary talent and politica! 
science; bi|t in magnanimity, self^ntrol, and true appredatioa of &me, 
he was unrhmilfid. Had he been animated by* ordinary ambition, the pes- 
sion common to an Alexander, a Csesar, a Cromwell, and a Bonaparte, he 
might x^dily have availed himself of the discontents of the army to gnldfy 
it; he might have loosed upon his country, the most ferocious of animals, an 
irritated 9o!dierv% nud have compelled that country to fly to military despot- 
ism, as a refuge agamst the worse evils of anarchy. But, with the love of 

• Messrs. John Adams, Benjamin Franklin^ John Jay, and Henry Laurens. 
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peace, of order, of social feelin^^ and political equality, which can never be 
too much praised, he said to the angry dements of discord, be still, and they 
obeyed his voice. 

When the prospect of peace became certain, the officers of the army turn- 
ed anxiuusiy to their own condition, and asked, as an act of justice, payment 
of arrears, and compensation for losses sustained by a depreciated currency; 
andy as an act of gratitude; a reward, for services which were inestimable. 
To the immediate gratification of these demands, the obstacle was obvious, 
as inemediahle, in an empty treasury. Bat there was a party in the na* 
tional councils, who weie indisposed to accept, without question, the high 
estimate of services made by the military — who believed that the life of tte 
soldier, had, like other conditions, mingled good and evil, the one com- 
pensating the other ; and who would not admit, that the distinction sought 
by thousands, despite of the labours and privations which it imposed, gave 
extraordinary and preferable rlnims upon the country. However sound, in 
general, might be this view of military merit, it was less just when applied to 
the continental army. There is no evil, it is true, which afflicted the Anseri- 
can soldier, that had not been borne in pursuit of the very worst objects of 
human ambition, of absolute and unhallowed power, of the sordid love of 
gold. But the motive elevated the service; yet, only so long, as that motive 
was disinterestedly patriotic. Every elK>rt to obtain pecuniary compensa- 
tion, made Ay ike ioldier^ stripped his pretensions of their gilding, and re- 
duced him nearer to the grade of the ordinary mercenary. The country, 
but more, especially, posterity, owed to the men of the revolution, a deep debt 
of gratitude. But was that more due to the su£^nng soldier, than the suffer- 
ing citizen — to him who met the enemy in arms, manfully returning blow 
for blow, than to him, who encountered the ibe upon his hearth-stone, and 
unresistingly beheld his bnrns and his byres plundered, the wife of his 
bosom, and the children of his love, violated or slaughtered — to him, who, 
though, occasionally, scantily and precariously fed, bad some assurance in 
the care of the nation, and in his own arms, that he should not starve, than 
to him, who was stripped of the loal" that he had garnered for his infants, 
that the soldier might not want — to him whom, depreciation of the currency, 
lefl as it found him, a pennyless man, than to him whom that depreciation 
despoiled of the hoards of his ancestors, and of the stores laid up during a 
long life of unremitting industry? Let the suffering of the soldier and the 
citizen, be duly compared; they will not be found more unequal than were 
the enjoyments for which they contended. An extraordinary, eratitude con- 
tinues even now, to repay the one, but no pension, no praise, has smoothed ' 
the thorny path of the other, to the grave. 

With views such as we have glanced at. Congress lent a dull and unwil- 
ling car, in the depth of pecuniary distress, to the vehement cries of the 
soldier; and in consonance with the experience of all timos past, he demon- 
strated the disposition to redress his own grievances, and m his own way. An 
anonymous, but eloquent and inflammatory address, was circulated through 
the army,* exciting to this cx)urse ; whilst another missive summoned the 
general and field-officers, to convene on the succeeding day. A crisis had 
thus approached, big with the fate of the nation. It was possible, for the 
commander-in-chief, by prompt, decisive and steady action, to avert the 
threatened evil; and he did not shrink from the service. He instantly no- 
ticed the seditious papers, in general orders, and called the general and field- 
officers, with one ofiicer from each company, and a representation from the 
staff of the army, to assemble on the 15th, to consider the report of a com- 

* March lOtb, 1783. 
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mittee which hkd faeen deputed from the army to CongieM. He employed 
the interval, eucoeesfully, in {)reparinff the minds of aU for moderate mea* 
sures. At the convention, General Gates took the chair, and Washington 

addressed the officers, reprobating, in the strongest terms, the anonymous 
addresses, not only as to the mode of communication, but, also, as to the 
spirit w hich indicted them — dwelling on the character which the army had 
acquired for patriotism and order — expressing undiminished confidence in 
the justice and gratitude of the country, and conjuring them, as they valued 
their honour, as they respected the rights of humanity, and as they regarded 
their miUtary and national character, to cxpr( >s iheir utmost detestation of 
the man who was attempting to o|)en the floodgates of civil discord, and to 
deluae the rising empire with blood. So absolute was the power of virtue, 
on this occa<«ion, that not a voice was raised to oppose its behests* Reao* 
lutions were, unanimously, adopted, echoing the sentiments of the com* 
mander*in-chief. 

These events hastened the adoption of a resolution, which had been, some 
time, pending before Congress, giving to the officers who preferred a sum in 
gross to an annuity, five years full pay, in money, or in securities at six per 
cent., instead of the half-pay for life, which had previously been promised 
them ,* and measures were also taken, to obtain for the troops, three months' 
pay in hand. At the same time, a happy mean was pursued, of dispersing 
the dangerous mass. The commander-in-chief was instructed, to grant fur- 
loughs to the non-coaunissioned officers and privates, with an intention, 
which, of course, was persevered in, that they should not be required to re- 
join their regiments. The officers remonstrated; but the general again ap- 
peased them, and gained their acquiescence. In the course of the summer, 
a great proportion of the troops, who had enlisted fi>r three years, returned 
to their homes ; and on the third of November, 1788, all who had engaged 
for the war, were dischu rgc d. 

By these means, an unpaid army was disbanded and dispersed the pri- 
vates betaking themselves to labour — the officers, who had been drawn from 
every condition of society, from the professions, from husbandry and £nom 
trade, and the mechanic arts, n turned, generally, to their primary pursuits. 

One, only, exception stands forth from this scene of honourable and pa- 
triotic devotion. About eighty of the new Pennsylvania levies, w ho were 
without pretensions of suffering and service, in despite of their officers, 
marched from Lancaster to Philadelpliia,* to seek a redress of grievances. 
Joining with some troops, in the barracks of tlie city, their force was increased 
to three hundred, which proceeded with fixed bayonets and drums, to the state- 
house, where Congress, and the supreme executive council of Pennsylvania, 
held their sessions* They placed guards at every door, and sent to the 
council a written message, thieatening to loose the sold^ry upon them, if 
theur demands were not granted within twenty minutes* Congress, thouqg^ 
not the object of the soldiers resentment, deemed themselves grossly insultsd, 
having been, restrained of their liberty for several hours. Apprehensive of 
further ill consequence, from this insurrection, that body adjourned, to meet 
at Princeton, the next place of their assemblage. General Washington, in- 
formed of this outrage, despatched fifleen hundred men, under Grncrnl Howe, 
to quHl thp mutiny, which, previoiiRlv to their cirrival, was suppressed, with- 
out bloodshed. Several of the muii nor rs were tried and condemned, two, to 
suffer death; and four, to receive corporal punishment; but ail were afler wards 
pardoned. 

XXXIl. On the 25th of November, 1783, the British evacuated New 

* Jons 90th, 17B8. 
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York, and General Washiiigtmi, attended by General Clinton, many civil 
and military offioen, and a cavalcade of citizw, made a public entry into 
that city. 

His military career was now on the point of terminating ; but previously 
to divesting himself of his command, he proposed to bid adieu to his com- 
rades in arms. The interview, for this purpose, took place on the fourth of 
December, at Francis' tavern. At noon, the principal officers had assembled, 
when he entered the room. His emotions were too strong to be concealed. 
Filling a glass with wine, he turned to them and said, ** with a heart full of 
love and gratitude, I now take leave of you. I most <tevoutly wish, that your 
latter days may be as prosperous and happy as your former ones have been 
£^orious and honourable." Having drank, he added, I cannot come to 
each of you to take leave, but shall be obliged^ if each will come and take 
me by the hand." General Knox being nearest, turned to him. Incapable 
of utterance, Washington grasped his hand, and embraced him. In the same 
affectionate manner, he took leave of all. Every eye was suffused with tears, 
and not a word broke the deep silence and tenderness of the scene. Leav- 
inn^ the room, he passed through the corps of light infantry, and walked to 
AVhite Hall, where a barge waited to convey him to Paules Hook. The 
whole company followed in mute and solemn procession, testifying feelings 
of delicious melancholy, which no language can describe. Having entered 
the barge, he turned to his companions, and waving his hat, bade them a 
silent adieu. They returned the aBectionate salute, and when the barge had 
left them, marched, in the same solemn manner, to the place whe^ they 
had assembled.^ 

One other act remained, to render the fame of Washington, na imperisha- 
ble as the globe on which he lived — to set an example of virtue and patriot- 
ism, which, through all time, shall inspire the good with the desire of imita- 
tion, and curb and defeat the demagogue, and the tyrant, who use political 

power for private ends. This wn^, the voluntnry surrender of that almost 
dictatorial power, which had been granted by the sages of his country > and 
which he had used with unequalled prudence and conprieniious reserve. This 
solemn and impressive duty, he performed at Annapolis, on the 23d of De- 
cember, 1783, delivering his commission to the assembled council of the 
nation, from whom, eight years before, he had received it ; and retiring to 
become, the first in peace, as he had been first in war, and first in the hearts 
of his countrymen* 

* MuihaU. Qordmi. 
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CHAPTER XVin. 

I. FeenlUr mittmngB of the State of New Jersey from the Wtf^II. Lawi in N«w 

Jerspy relative to the Militia. — ITT. Council of Safety. — IV. Military efforts of 
Hew Jersey. — V. State Representatives in Congress. — VI. Establishineiit of the 
Now Jeraov Gazotto.— VII. Unhappy Condition of tho States after the return of 

Peace. — VlII. Inefficiency of the Articles of Confederation — Part of New Jersey 
in their Adoption. — IX. Measures proposed in Confess for maintaining Public 
Credit — Efforts of New Jersey upon this sabject. — a. She resorts to Paper Gur- 
renoT and Loan Offioe for Relief.— XI. Difficultiee with Great Britain relatlTe to 

the Execution of the Treaty. — XII. Measures for regulating the Trade of the 
Union — Rfi'nlt in a Proposition for Rpvisinn of the Articles of Confederation.— 
Xill. AdopUuii of the New Constituuoxi — Jiutilied by New Jersey. 

■ I. In the rapid sketch we have given of the levolutionaiy war, we have 
endeavoured to place in iiill relief, those events, in which the State of New 
Jersey bore a distinguished part, or claimed a peculiar interest. We have, 
thus, noticed the battles and skirmishes which took place within and around 
her borders, and the injuries she sustained from the manuiding parties of the 
enemy, and the requisitions of her friends. We have seen, that the Ameri- 
can grand army, except for a period of nine months, between September, 
1777, and .Tune, 177>^, when the British occupied Philadelphia, and for the - 
two months ol' the autumn of 1781, employed against Cornwallis, in Virgi- 
nia, waa, during the whole war, within, or on the contines of, the State. Its 
presence necessarily drew upon her, the perp(;tual observ ation and irequent 
inroads of the enemy ; so that her citizens were, at no time, relieved from 
the evils of war. Had the American army been regularly and fully paid, 
some, though inadequate compensation, might have been derived iroiii> the 
sale of her products' to additional consumers. But, unhappily, those pro- 
ducts trere, too frequently, taken without payment, or were piud for in oer> 
* tificate^ which, ibr the time, were worthless. 

New Jersey, therefore, in the contest, to which she was as dudnterested a 
party as any State in the Union, suffered more than her proportion, more 
than any other State, South Carolina excepted. Under these inflictions, the 
patriotism, patience, and fortitude of her people, were merits of the highest 
order. Her Lr^fjislatiire shrunk frnm no effort which the general interest 
required, and was, commonly, among the first to act u])on the suggestions of 
Congress. After the victories of Trenton and Princeton, her militia, thougii 
continually harassed, by the cares of defending a long line of cuast, turned 
out with promptness and energy, al the frequent calls of the commander-in- 
chief; and when actually invaded, in force, upon her efistem border, de- 

rched considerate aid to her western sister State. The oommaader*in^ 
f, and his principal offiddrs, bear abundant testunony to the activity, 
courage^ and patriotism of her regular troops. Still, it remains, in order to 
display the part borne by the State, in the revolution, that we enter aoni^ 
what more fully Into the peculiar meaauies she pursued. 
' II. The subject of militia service was then, as now, one of much diffi- 
culty, in all communities where the Quakers are numerous. The doctrine 
of non-resistance is more admirable in theory, than admissible in prac- 
tice. Probably, it can exist, only, where the State possesses an nrleqimte 
number of members, who are conscientiously scrupulous in defending their 
rights; and that a commnnity of non-combatants, having wherewith to 
excite the cupidity of others, would be converted into soldiers or slaves. In 
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West Jersey, the Quakers were numerous, rich, and, as In Pennsylvania, 
many were not unfriendly to British pretensions. Their influence was suffi- 
cient to enervate the militia system. The ordinances of the Convention be- 
trayed this; and the system became one of 'the first subjects of attention for 
the Legislature of the new State* 

In a letter of the 24th of January, 1777, to Governor Livingston, General 
Washington complained of its inefficiency, and strenuously urged, that "every 
man capable of bearing arms, should be obliged to turn out, and not permit- 
ted to buy off his services lor a trifling sum." The governor communicated 
and enforced this sentiment to the Legislature, wliilst General Putnam, at 
this time, stationed at Princeton, irritated by the refusal of numbers to perlorm 
military duty, gave peremptory orders to apprehend delinquents, and to exact 
personal service, or to levy what he deemed proportionate fines. This arbi- 
trary and illegal measure was properly reproved by the governor; bat the 
{general seems nether to have uuterstood, nor relished the forbearance en- 
joined upon hiniy although sustained by orders of the commander-in-chief; 
Id framing the new miiSia bill, the principle of pecuniary composition fi>r 
service, was, tenadotisly, retained*, .^ain, Washington interfered, exclaim- 
ing, How can an Assembly of genUemen, eye witnesses to the distresses 
and inconveniences that have their principal source in the want of a well 
regulated militia, hesitate to adopt the only remedy that can remove them I 
And stranger still; think of a law, that must, necessarily, add to the accu- 
mulated load of confusion! For Heaven's sake, entreat iliem to lay aside 
their present opiniuns, and waving every other consideration, let the public 
good be singularly attended to! The ease tlicy design their constituents, by 
composition, must be delusive. Every distinction between rich and poor, 
must be laid aside now."* Still the militia law, passed on the 15th of March, 
17T7, authorized the oommutalion of service, 4uring the war. 

III. More energy was Infused Into another act the Legislature, enacted 
at this period, on the recommendation of the executive, constituting the go- 
vernor, and twelve members of the Assembly, " a council of safety," with 
extraordinary and summary powers. The members had the authority of 
justices of the peace throughout the State, — ^they might fill vacancies in all 
offices during the recess of the Legislature — might correspond with Congress 
and other States, transact business with the officers of government, and pre- 
pare bills for the General Assembly — might apprehend disaff cted persons, 
and imprison them, without bail or mainprize — might cause the laws to be 
faithfully (executed, enforce the resolutions of the Assembly, and recommend 
to the speaker, to convene tliat body — and might call out such portions of the 
militia, as they should deem necessary, to execute the laws or protect them- 
selves. The original act was limited to six months, but the powers, given 
were continued and enlarged from time to time, until the middle of the year 
1778. An attempt was unsuccessfully made^ to revive this power in 1780. 
It was most usefully employed in detecting and punishing the tories. 

IV. There is much difficulty in giving a minute and accurate account of 
the military efibrts of the State. Those of the militia were, generally, desul- 
tory and momentary, whilst those of the regular troops are involved in the 
operations of the continental armies. All officers of the militia, above the 
grade of captain, were appointed by the council and Assembly, in joint meet- 
ing, who, also, nominated all the officers of the continental brigade, below 
the rank of brigadier. The militia officers, of all ranks, were frequently 
changed; but the chan$?es in the brigade were little more than such as were 
occasioned by death and promotion. 

Sedgwick's lAvingsUm— Vote of Anembly--State Lkw«. 
2S 



Digitized by Google 



d22 



HISTORY OF NEW J£RS£Y 



The first brigadiers of militia were Philemon Dickeii&oii, Isiiac William- 
son, and William Livingston. General Williamson resigned sixth of Feb- 
ruary, 1777. Mr. Livingston's cominission was vacated by his election 88 
governor. On the close of June, 1776, whep the militia were ordered to 
meet the enemy operating against New York, Colonel Nathaniel Heard was 
promoted to tKe command of the detachment of three thousand duree faon- 
drod volunteers, engaged to serve until December, which had been oflered to 
Joseph Reed, who, about this time, entered the continental service. The 
colonels were Philip Van Cortland, Ephraim Martin, Stephen Hunt, Silas 
Newcomb; lieutenant-colonels, David Brearley, David Forman, John Mun- 
son, Philip Johnson, cmd Bowes Reed ; brigade-major, Robert Hoopes. On 
the eighteenth of July, Congress having authorized the rommander-in-chief 
to call to his assistance, two thousand men from the flying camp, tlie Conven- 
tion of New Jersey supplied their place by a like number of militia. As the 
success of the enemy increased, and the danger to the State became immi- 
nent, still more strenuous measures were adopted. On the llih of August, 
1776, the Convention, by ordinance, divided the militia into two classes, or- 
dering one-half into immediate service, to be relieved, monthly. The fine 
imposed on privates, refusing to serve, was three pounds, only. This finoed 
eflfort was, necessarily, of short duration. 

On the 15th of February, 1T77, General Dickenson proposing to reuKwe 
from the State, tendered to the Assembly his commission of brigadier, which 
was accepted with a vote of thanks, for his spirited and prudent conduct 
whilst in office. Joseph Ellis was named his successor, but declined the 
comjnission. On the tM-enty-first of February, David Potter and John Neil- 
son, on the fourth of March, Colonel William Winds, on the fifth, David 
Forman, and on the fifteenth Silas Newcomb, were named brigadiers. Mr. 
Potter declined to serve. General Forman resigned on the 6th of Novem- 
ber, and General Newcomb on the 4th of the following month. On the 6th 
of June, Mr. Dickenson, having abandoned his intention of leaving the State, 
was appointed major<^neral ; he held this post during the war, was fre- 
quently, as we have seen, engaged in active service, giving high satisihcticiii 
to the oommander-m.chidr, the constituted authcvities oi fie Stale, and the 
troops under his command. 

To the continental army. New Jersey supplied two highly distinguished 
aeneral officers, and a brigade, certainly, inferior to none in the service. 
Lord Sterling, remarkable for his zeal and energy as a whig, was, in 
October, 1775, a colonel in the militia of Somerset county. He was «;oon 
after appointed to the same rank, in tiio tirst continental regiment from the 
province, whilst William Maxwell receivt d the coi nc ley of the second. In 
December, of the same year, Lord ytirlmg was suspended by Governor 
Franklin, from his seat in Council. In January, 1776, he received the 
thanks of Congress, for the capture of the ship Blue Mountain Valley, which, 
^th the aid of several genttoen, volunteers from Elizabethtown, he sur- 
prised. In March following, he became brigadier, and in February, 1777, 
major-general, in the continental army. He died at Albany, 10th of 
January, 1783, whilst in chief command of the northern department 
jDuring the war, he rendered as much personal service as any officer of his 
rank; and to his military merit, Genend Washington has borne honouzaUe 
testimony.* 

• William Alexander, Earl of Stirling, was tlio only son of James Alexander, a 
distinffniihed lawver, of New York, and at one time. Secretary of the Province of 
New Jeraey. Williani commenced bufiiness as a merchant, in New York. In 1756, 

he wag appointed one of the army contractors, by Opncral Shirley, and, subsequent- 
ly, private secretary to that commander. Being skilled in theoretic and practical 
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In EBbruary, 1776, a third battalioa was raised in New Jersey, placed 
under the command of Colonel Maxwell, and marched for Canada* Under 
the resolutaoDS of Cbngreas, authorizing the raising of tight) eight battalionSf 
for the war, four were allowed to that State. In fitting them, recourse was 
had to the three battalions ab:eady in service, northwara of Albany, and'fbr 
the deficiency, to the five battalions, raised for one year, under the command 
of General Heard. Pursuant to the recommendation of Congress, of the 
8th of October, 1779, the Assembly appointed a committee, consisting of 
Theophilus Ehner and Abraham Clark, to nominate the officers for the bat- 
talions, subject to the revision and confirmation of tiie Legislature. The 
first field-officers confirmed in joint meeting, were Colonels Elias Dayton, 
Kpliiaiiii Martin, Silas Newcuiub, Isaac Shreve; Lieutenant-colonels David 
Brearley, MaUhias Ogden, David Rhea, and Francis Barber; Majors Wil- 
liam De Hart, Richard Howell, Joseph Bloomfield, and £. Howell. The 
company oflioeis were appointed at the same time. Several changes in the 
field-K>fl5cer8, almost immediately took place* 

Under the authority of Congress, m 1780, a new arrangement of the 
Jersey brigade was made, reducing the four battalions to three regimentB, 
which was confirnied by the Assembly of the State, on the 26th of Septem- 
ber, in the following manner, as to the field-officers. Of the first regiment, 
Matthias Ogden, colonel, David Brearley, lieutenant-colonel, Daniel Piatt, 
major; of the second regiment, Isaac Shreve, colonel, William De Hart, 
lieutenant-colonel, and Richard Howell, major; of the third, Elias Dayton, 
colonel, Francis Barber, lieutenant-colonel, and John Conway, major. The 
brigade, before and after it was thus constituted, was commanded by Briga- 
dier-general Maxwell, and Wcis employed, at times, in every part of the con- 
tinent; wherever hard service was required, in the north, south, centre, and 
west.* Besides the distinguished military officers, we have above named. 
New Jeiaey oave to the continental army, Adiutant-general Joseph Reed, 
subsequently President of the Executive 0:>undl of P^nsylvania, and Eliaa 
Boudinot, the commissary-genml of prisoners. This gentleman was, also, 
in 1783, President of Congress. In the civil department, she gave to the 
United States, a judge of admiralty, in Francis Hopkinson, and to Pennsyl* 
vania, an attorney-general, in Jonathan D. Sergeant. 

V. In Congress, the State appears to have been unifornily nnd efficiently 
represented, and her delegates chosen, annually, by the Assembly, in joint 
ballot, to have borne an active part in all the important business of that 
body. We have heretofore given the names of her representatives, up to the 
adoption of the consiiLuuon of the State, and now append the names of those 

mathematics, he was made surveynr-frcneral of East Jcrsry. 1m Spprfmbcr, 17Fifi, he 
accompanied Siiiriey to England, and by his persuabions, wan induced to claim the 
Scottifh eurldmoi of Stirling, of which be bore tlie family name, and which had boen 
in abcyanrr", mncc. 1739. He sncreeded in establishing in \7h9, his direct descent 
from the titled family, before a jury of service, as required by the Scotch law, and, 
confident of final succesB, assumed the title, which was, at the same time, adopted by 
several other claimants. But the final decision depended on the House or Peecs, 
which forbade all claimants of peerages to use the titles, until their rifrhts were esta- 
blished. The decision was ultimately ajD;ainst him: but the title was given to him by 
courtesy, during the renudnder of his uTe. Shoruy after his retnin to America, he 
removed to Baskingridge, in the county of Someiaeti New Jersey, where his father 
had owned extensive tracts of knd- nnd beinjr soon afterward*? appointed a member of 
the King's Uouncil, he remained at this place until the revolution. His letters to the 
IjQids Bate and SheUiome, some of wbien lenuun, show an earnest desire to derelope 
the lesourees of the colony. He made a map of the province, and endeavourod to 
foster its manufactures. In the year 1773, he exerted himself to discover the agents 
in Uie robbery of tlie treasurer, Stephen Skinner. — Sedgtoiek's Ltfe of LiTfingHon. 
* 0«D«nl Bfaxw^ resigned, SMNli of Jofy, 17B0. 
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who served from that period, to the organi;atLiun of the present federal 
government.* 

VI. Among other measum* and otttainly not tiie ieut cffideiit, adopted 
by the' Legislature, in aid of the revohition, was the estafalishment of the 
putilk press, and the New Jersey Gasette; deeigned, among oflier good par- 
poses, to counteract the infioence of the Royal Gazette, published by Riving* 

ton, in New York. This matter was proposed to the Assembly on the lira 
of October, 1777, and was undertaken by Mr. Isaac CoUins, who had been 
printer to the province for some years ; the Legislature engaging, for seven 

fiiindred sTibscribors, to establish a post from the printinrr office tn the neare^^t 
contmental post oflice, v^nd to exempt the printer and lour workmen from 
militia service. Mr. Collins was a Quaker, a whiir, n mnn of enterpnse, 
courage and discretion. The gnzette was regularly published, until the 
25th of November, 11 'iG, when other presfies having been established, it 
was discontinued, for want of patronage. It rendered essential service to 
the patriot cause, and was the vehicle for the lucubrations of Governor Liv- 
ingston, and other writers, who animated and directed the eflbits of their 
countrymen. 

VIL The States had universally looked forward to the rehim of peace, 

with the establishment of their independence, as to a condition of unallc^red 
happiness. The unyielding firmness with which thdr trials had been bonie, 
and the glorious termination of the contest, gave to the people much sel^ 
satisfaction, at home, and an honourable reputation, abroad, which served as 
powerful stimulus to purRiie their high destinies with vicrour. But many 
obstacles oppnc:ed the rapid progress which their hopes had predicted. In 
the course oi' the long war, the people had been greatly impoverished — their 
property had been seized for the support of both armies, and their labour 
had been much devoted to military service. The naval power of the enemy 
had almost annihilated their commerce ; the price of imports was enhanced, 
whilst exports were reduced much below their ordinary vahie^ On caning 
their ports, an immense quantity of foreign merchandise was poured into 
the country; and the citizens were, g^erally, templed by the sodden dieap- 
ness of goods, and by their own wants, to purchase &r beyond fbenr means 
of paym^t. Into this indiscretion they were, in some measure, begufled, 
by their own sanguine calculatiotts, on the rise of the value of their products, 

* The following named geatleiiMn were elected to CongroM at the thnea reepee* 
tivehr design at c d — 

1776, November 30th, Richard Stockton, Jonathan Dickenson Sergeant, Dr. John 
Witherspoon, Abraham Clark, and Jonathan Ehner. Mr. Stockton resigned, 10th of 
Februfirj, 1777. 

1777, November 20th, Meam. Withenpooii, Clark, and Elmer, Nathaniel Scudder, 
and EUas Boudinot. 

179B, November 6th, Witherspoon, Scttddw, Frederick Frelinghnysen, John Fell, 
and John Neilson. 

1779, November 17th. The delegates were reduced to three, and were, John Fell, 
Wiiiiaiu Charchill Houston, and Thomaa Henderson. 

1780, November 83d, Witherspoon, Clark, Hotuton, Williun Fftttenoa, and WH* 
liam Burnett. 

1781, November 2d, Clark, Houston, Elmer, Boudinot, and Silas Condict. 

1782, October 30th, Boudinot, Clark, Elmer, Condict, and FreUnghausen. 

1788, November 6th, Ehner, Condict, John Stephens, een., John Beattjr, and 

jEfemuel Dick. 

1734, October 29th, Houston, Beattj, Dick, Lambert Cadwaliader, John Qevee 
Sjmmes, and Josiah Hornblower. 

1785, October 28th, Cadwallader, Synimes, and Hornblower. 

1786, No.vember 7th, Cadwallader, lark, and Jamee ^huremtn. 

1787, October Slst, Clark. Elmer, Patterson. 

1789, Churk, Elmer, Jonamait Dajtom. 
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and the evidences of tlie public debt, which were in the hands of most men. 
Extravagant estimates wei-o made of the demand for lands, by the vast con- 
course of emigrants, which it was supposed equal liberty would bring from 
Europe; and adverting to the advantages gained by those who purchased on 
eredh, during the prevalence of paper money, many individuals made exten- 
sive piarehases at very high priees. The delusions, however, were soon 
dismpatedy and a greater proportioii of the inhabitants Iband themselves in« 
volved in debts they were unable to discharge. One of the consequences of 
tiiis state of things, was a general discontent with the course of trade. From 
their superior skill and cafntal, and free admission to American ports, the 
British merchants had greater advantage in the American trade, than when 
the States were colonies ; whilst the navigation of American ships to British 
ports, was prnhihitfvl, and American exports refused admission, or burdened 
witli heavy duties, in the rich trndr of th^ neighbouring colonies, the Ameri- 
cans were not permitted to participate, and in the ports of Europe they en- 
countered embarrassing regulations. From the Mediterranean, they were 
excluded by the Barbary powers, whose hostility they could not subdue, and 
whose friendship they could not purchase. 

The unpaid debt of the wat was a source of great inconvenience to the 
country at home, whilst it caused ignominy a^ contempt abroad, fix>m 
which there was no chance of escape, whilst the means of payment were 
derived fiom the State sovereignties. The *debts of the union were com- 
puted to amount, on the first of January, 1788, to somewhat more than forty 
millions of dollars, which were due to three classes of highly meritorious 
creditors* To an aWy, who, to the extensions of his arms, had added gene- 
rous loans, and liberal donations ; — ^to individuals in Holland, who, besides 
this precious tolvcn of confidence, were members of a republic, which was 
sGf ond in espousuii^^ our rank among nations — and to the soldiers of the war, 
whose patience and services, merited any other reward, than neorleot and 
procrastination of payment; and to (niizens who had originally loaned their 
funds, or liad become purchasers of public securities. 

This debt was due, part from the-United States, and part from the individual 
States, who became immediately reqxmsible to the creditors, retaining a claim 
against the meral government, for the balance; which might appear on the 
aettlemeiit of accounts. The depreciation of the debts due fiom the Union, 
was consequent on its poverty, and inability to acquire funds; whilst the de*> 
pxedation of the State debt, can be ascribed only to the want of confidence in 
governments contr6lled by no fixed principles.* In many of the States, pu1>- 
hc securities were sold at a discount of seventeen shillings in the pound. In 
private transactions, a great degree of distrust, also, prevailed. The bonds 
of debtors, of unquestioned solvency, M-orr^ sold at fifty per cent, reduction ; 
real estate was scarce vendible, and tew articles could be sold for ready 
money, unless at a ruinous loss. 

VIll. Much of the evils of this condition mis^ht have been readily re- 
moved, by an efficient general government, which could call forth and direct 
the wealth and energies of the people. But no such power could be derived 
fitrm the looiae articles of confederation, which had been, afler much delay 
and reluctance, on the part of the States, finally adopted in 1781. These 
aitieles were laid before the Assembly of New Jersey, on the 4th of Decem- 
ber, 1777. No action was had upon them during the then session, nor 
mtil the 15th of June, 1778, when the j int committee reported them, with 
sundry propositions of amendment:— 1. That the delegates in Congress 

* New JpTSQj providrd for tlic [ ayment of the interest, and for the final redemptioti 
of her dqmestic debt, by taxation. 
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should take an obUgatioa to pursue the interests of the coufedeiatioD, aadf 
particularly, to assent to no measure which might violate it; 3* That the 
sole and exchisive power of regulating the trade of the United States with 
foreign nations, should be vested in Congress; and the revenue arisiag from 
the customs, should be appropriated to the establishment of a navy, and to 
other public and general purposes; 3. That no body of troops should be 
kept up by the United States in time of peace, except by the assent of nine 
States; 4. That the quotas of aids and supplies from the several States 
should be settled every five years; 5. That the boundaries of the several 
States should be fiilly and finally established, as soon as practicable ^vithin 
five years; 6. That the vacant crown lauds should l>c deemed the sjKjiis of 
the war, to be apf>lied for the genera: l ienefit; and that wlalst the jurisdictioii 
of the several tJtatcs was preserved with cliarlcred or determined limits, the 
vacant lands should be vested in Congress, in trust for the United States; 
7. That the requisitions on the several States fiv land forcesy should be ap 
portbned to the whole of the respective populationi and not to the number 
of white inhabitants only; 8. That ibr equitably ssoertaining the quota of 
troops of each State, a census of the inhabitants should be taken every five 
years; 9, and lastly. That the provision which required the assent of nine 
ont of thirteen States, in certain cases, should be so nxxiified, that the pro- 
portion should be preserved upon an increase of the number of States. 

Although the inconvenience df amending the articles of confederation, may 
have prevented the incorporation of tliese propositions, it is obvious that the 
statesmen of New Jersey had foreseen and supplied the omission of many 
principles which were essential to the welfare, nay, the existence of the 
Union. At various times she enforced the propriety of the general regula- 
tion of trade, and of making the crown lands a common fund ; and, iinally, 
all her suggestions were adopted in the establishment of the Union. On th^ 
14th of November, 1778, the Assembly, reasserting the propriety and expe- 
diency of their propositions, which they forebore to press» on account of the 
urgency of the case, and in the hope that the States woidd, in due time, re- 
move the existing inequality, adopted the articles of ccmiederation. And on 
the 20th, a law authorized their delegates in Congress, to subscribe them* 

IX- Th utter inefficiency of the articles of confederation, became appa- 
rent almost as soon as they were adopted, and was most conclnsively exem- 
plified, in the failure of the earnest endeavour to provide for the public debt, 
made in 1783. Two parties, as we have elsewhere observed, began to per- 
vade the Union. One contemplated America as a nation, and labour^^d in- 
<^santly to invest the federal head with powers com[>ct( iit to the preserva- 
tion of the Union. The other, attached to the State aulhunties, viewed all 
the powers qf Congress with jealousy, and assented, reluctantly, to measures 
wfaidi tended to reader them mdependent of the States* Sensible that the 
character of the government would be determined by the measures which 
diould immediately Mow the treaty of peace, gendemen of distinguished 
political acquirements, among whom were some conspicuous officers of the 
late army, sought a place in the Congress of 1783. They procured the 
assent of the i£)use, to a 83r8tem9 the best that circumstances would admit, 
to restore and support public credit, and to obtain from the States substantial 
means for the funding the whole debt of the nation. They proposed that 
adequate funds should be raised by duties on imports, and by internal taxes, 
for the innmediate payment of the interest, and grndiml extinction of the 
principal; and that the quotas of the several States, sliould be determined, 
not by the value of the located lands, but by the extent of its population. It 
was proposed, also, as an amendment to the 8th article of the confederation, 
that the taifis for the use of the continent, should be levied, separately, from 
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other taxes, and paid directly into the naUonai treasury, and that the col- 
lectors should be subject and responsible to Congress. To prevent the pre- 
ference in payment, for part of the debts, which might result from a partial 
adoption of the system, it was declared, that no part of the revenue system 
should take eflect, imtil the whole had been adopted by all the States ; after 
wliicfa, the grant was to be irrevocable, except by the concurrence of the 
whole, or by a majority of the United States in Congress assembled. But to 
ranove the jealousy which obstructed the giant of power, to collect an inde- 
finite sum n>r an indefhiite time, the proposition was modified, so that the 
grant was to be limited to twenty-five years, to be strictly appropriated to 
the debt contracted on account of the war, and collected by persons appoint- 
ed hy the respective States. These resolutions were adopted on the 18th of 
April, 1783; and a committee, consisting of Mr. Madison, Mr. Hamilton, and 
Mr. Ellsworth, was appointed to recommend them by an address to the 
people, and Washmgton, himself, joined in this object, by a circular address- 
ed to the governors of the States, respectively.* * 

While the fate of these measures remained undecided, requisitions for the 
intermediate supply of the national demands, were annually repeated, but 
annually neglected. From the first of November, 1784, to the first of Ja- 
nuary, 1786, there had been paid to the public treasury, only 482,897 dcit- 
lars. Happily, a loan had been negotiaied in Holland, by Mr. Adams, afler 
the termination of the war, out of which the interest of the foreign debt had 
been partly paid; but that fund was exhausted. Unable to pay tne interest, 
the United States would, in the course of the succeeding year, be liable for 
the first instalment of the principal; and the humiliation of total failure, in 
the fulfilment of her engagements, would be accompanied with no hope of 
future ability. If the ronr1itif>n of the domestic creditors wrs not absolutely 
hopeless, their prospect of iKiyiii' iit \\ ;is so remote, that the evidences of their 
claim were transferred at a tenth uf iheir nominal value. In a word, in 1786, 
a crisis had arrived, when the people of the United States were required to 
decide, whether, by the establishment of a secure and permanent revenue, 
and the maintenance of public faith, at home and abroad, they would sustain 
thenr rank as a nadon, 

In the course of the year 1786, the levenue system, proposed in April, 
1788, had been adopted by every State in the Union, New York excepted. 
That State had passiad an act upon the subject, but influenced by its jealousy 
of the Federal Government, had not vested in Congress the power of collect- 
ing the duties specified in their resolutions ; but had reserved to itself the 
levying of the duties according to its own laws, made the collectors answera- 
ble only to the State, and the duties payable in State bills, which were liable 
to depreciation. As the assent of every State was indispensable to the suc- 
cess of the plan, it was thus, wholly defeated. 

New Jersey, overshadowed by her overgrown neighbours, New York and 
Pennsylvania, whose capitals and whose ports, made them importers, not 
only for themselves, but for her, had a grievance peculiarly her own — pay- 
ing the duties which those States, severally, levied upon the merchandise 
she consumed. She was, therefore, induced, by the strongest ties of interest, 
to support the federative system, by which such duties, instead of being 
levied by individual States for thdr special benefit, would be leoeived and 
expended for the general weal of the nation ; and was indignant, that the 
system had been rejected by New York. Certain resolutions, expressive 
of her sense, upon this and other momentous subjects, were reported to the 
Assembly, by Mr. Abraham Clarke, on the 20tli of February, 1736, and 

* Dated June dih, 1763. 
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•fkenviiid^ embodied in inntnictianii to to detegalai in Ck)iigres^, to the ftlU 
lowing eflfeck 

When the revenue syitem of April ISthy 1783, was pegged in Coi^grea^ 

we were then in hopes that our situation, between two commercial Statee, 
would no longer operate to our detriment; and that, those States, ^nd others 
in their predicament, were, at length, convinced of the selfish and palpable 
injustice of subjecting others to their exactions, and then applying thoae ex- 
action^ to the augmentation of their respective private revenues." 

" Tliv saiiif) contracted and destructive policy, that has long subsisted, still 
coiitijuit s; and as we aro convinced, that neither the public credit can be 
suppoi ted, the public debts paid, or the existence of the Union mainiained, 
without the impost revenue, in some beneficial effective maiiucr, il has be- 
come our duty to instruct vou, to vote against each and every ordinance, re- 
solution, or proceeding, whatever, which shall produce any expense to New 
Jerse^r, for the promotion or security of the oommerce of these States, or 
any of them, from which neither the Union, in general, nor this Stale, in 
particular, derives any advantage, until all the States shall, eflectually, and 
substantially, adopt and carry into execution, the impost above mentioned* 
You will see, by the representation of this State, June 25th, 1778, thai the 
Legislature have, uniformly, held the same justice of . sentiment, respecting 
the vacant or crown lands; relative to which, you are instructed — to vote 
against every proceedinnr, which shall tend to charge this vStatc with any 
expense for acquiring, gaining possession of, or defending sucii territory, 
claimed by, or wliicJi is to acrrif ' to, the exclusive benefit of any particular 
State or States, aiid not the linion at large." 

" The legislature has beheld, with much concern, gratuitous advance of 
money and partial payments, made by Congress, to importuning creditors 
and others, not regulated by any general and equal system, whadok not only 
impoverish the treasury, but produce discontents, and nimish bad precedents. 
You are, theiefore, instructed not to assent to any such paymenflv, or to the 
payment of any particuUr delrts, other than foreign loans, in preference to 
others of a like nature, whereby a discrimination of creditors may take places 
It were well if the public cqiald pay al]| promptly, but as that is impnicric» 
ble, it is absolutely necessary, to act upon s^ed uniibrm plans, in paying 
as far as the revenue can extend." 

The Assembly, also, resolved, for these reasons, " that they rx>u]d not, 
consistently with tho duty they owed to their constituents, comply with the 
requisition of Congr* ss of the 27th of September, 1785, or any otiier of a 
similar nature, requiiini,^ specie contributions, until all the States in the 
Union should comply witli the requisition of Apnl, 1783, or at least, until 
the several States, having the advantage of conunerce, which they now enjoy, 
solely ftam the joint exertions of lSt» United States, shall forbear exacting 
duties upon meruiandise, for the particular benefit of their respective States^ 
thereby drawing revenues from other States, whose local situation and cir- 
cumstanoes, would not admit thdr enjoying sunilar advantages from comp 
merce." 

This resolution proved so embarrassing to Congress, that a committee was 
appointed from that body, personally, to remonstrate with the Legislature of 
New Jersey, and to endeavour to procure its repeal. Whereupon, the 
House resolved, that "l>oinfz; wiHinn: ^^'^ remove, as far as in thoir power, 
every embarrassment, from the councils oi the Union, and that the failure of 
supplies from temporary demands, though clearly evinced from experience, 
may not be imputed to the State of New Jersey, only, the resolution of the 
twentieth of February, should l>e r(^inded." Thus disappointed in procuring 
an equalization of the customs, the State, from the many petitions upon tfab 
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vabfddf seems to have prepared its^ ftr the eBAabliBhmeiit of a tariff of 
duties, upon all goods imported from the afigaceiit Stales. A measure whidi 
oould have resuhed only m awaheoiog dangerous feuds wiAt her n^j^ibours, 
and in the greater oppression of her own citizens. 

X* To relieve the pecuniary distress which weighed upon this State, in 
common with the rest of the Union, the Legislature resorted to the M exp^ 
dient of issuing bills of credit, and lending them upon mortgage, through 
loan offices, established in the several counties. A bill for striking and 
making current, one hundred thousand pounds, was passed by the Assem- 
bly, in March, 1786, but was rejected in Counril. The cries of the people, 
however, were too general and loud, to be liius disregarded; and a special 
session of the Leori.slatiue was hoideu on the 17th of May, fallowing, when ' 
the bill pa.ssed both iiouscs. 

XI. To increase the gloom which hung over the Union, difficulties had 
arisen relative to the execution of the treaty with Great Britain, which had 
been broken by both parties* The British had not delivered up, nor paid forr 
the sUves of the southern plan1nrB« nor surrendered the military posts- upon 
the borders. Nor had the United States complied with the 4th, 5th, and 6thr 
articles, containing agreements respecting the payment of private debts, due 
the British merchants, the confiscation of property, and the pvoseeution of 
individuals, for the part taken by them, during the wair. Complaints were 
also, mndc, of British encroachments on the territory of the United States^ 
from the eastern frontier. But the cause of the greatest disquiet, was the 
rigorous commercial system, pursued by Great Britain. To settle these 
vexatious questions, Mr. John Adams was, in February, 1785, appointed' 
plenipotentiary of the United States to the lirki^h cuuvl. His efforts to give 
reciprocity and stability to the commercial relations, between the two ooun-- 
tries, were unavailing i the cabmet of London declining negotiation with a 
govemm<ent, which was unable to secure the ehsorvanoe of any general re* 
gulatioiiy afid to make the obligattoos of a treaty reciprocal. 

XIL All these circumstances rendered a modification of the compact he^ 
tween the States, not only desirable, but inevitable, if their union was to be 
preserved. The inmiedlate measures leading to a change^ commenced in 
Virginia. On the 21st of January, 1786, a resolution was adopted in the 
Legislature of that State, appointing commissioners " to meet such as might 
be appointed by the other States in the Union, at a time and place to be 
aurpcd on, to take into consideration the trade of the United States; to ex- 
anuiK/ the relative situation and trade of the said States ; to consider how far 
a uiiirnt tn system in their conmiercial relations may be necessary to tlieir 
common interests, and tlieir present harmony, and to report to the several 
States, such an act, relative to this great object, as when unemimously rati- 
fied by them, will enable the 'United States, in Congress assembled, efiectu* 
ally, to provide for the same." In the dreukir letter transmitting these 
resolutions to the respective States, Annapolis, in Maryland, was proposed 
as the place, and the ensuing September as the time, of meeting. 

This resolution was submitted to the Legisl i ture of New Jersey, on the 
14th of March, 1766, and concurred in, a few days after. On the 21st, in 
joint -meeting, Messrs. Abraham Clarke, William C. Houston, and James 
Schuremnn, were appointed delr^iratps to the convention nt Annapolis. 

But five States,* only, were represented, on this important occasion. The 
delegates having appomted Mr. John Dickmson their chairman, procexxkd to 
discuss the objects of their convention; when they soon perceived, that more 
ample powers were requisite to ef&ct their contemplated purpobe. They 

* New Torfc, New Jsney, Fsuii^rhaBis, Dslswsrs, and Maiyfauid. 
2T 
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rose, therefore, without conning to any resolution, save that of recommend- 
ing, to the several States, the iiecesiiity of extending the revision uf the 
federal system, to all its defects, and the appointment of deputies ftr tiwk 
purpose, to meet in conventioii, in the city of Philadelphia, on the seoond dnj 
of the ensuing May. 

' This proposition was Tariously feoMved^ in aooordance with the temper of 
the several parties in the Union. Those who sought the eoergetie gO T er a- 

ment of monarchy, and those who earnestly desired to break up the old eo^ 
iedoration, believed, that the public aflhirs had not yet reached their worst 
staie^hat state which would compel a change; and, therefore, they looked 
coldly upon it. Others doomed the mode of callinc^tltn mnvcntion, irregular; 
whilst othnrs objoctrd to it, because it gave no authunty to the plan, which 
should be devised. But its most active opponents were the dovotei's of state 
sovereignty, who deprecated any considerable augmentation of tedcral power. 
The ultimate decision of the States, in favour ol' the proposition, is supposed 
to have been produced, by the commuUous wliieii at that time agitated ail 
New England, and particularly Massachusetts. Congress was restrained 
llmtn giving its sanction to the measure, by an appr^ieosion, that their aetion 
npoki It would impede, rather than pvomoie, it. From this fear, they wars 
relieved by the Legislature of New York, whieh* by a majonty of one «dcs, 
only, instmcted its delegation to move in Congress, a resolution, reo(Hnniend- 
mg to the sevefal Sta^, to appoint deputies to mee^ in conventkm, for the 
purpose of revising, and proposing amendments to, the federal oanstitutieo. 
On the 21st of February, 1787, the day succeeding the instructions given by 
New York, Congress resolved it " to be expedient, that on the eecoiu) l^fon- 
day in May next, a convention of dclegatc^s, who shnll have been appomted 
by the several States, b<3 held at Philadelphia, (or the sole and express pur- 
pose of revibinji the articles of coiilcdoration, and reporting to Congress, and 
the several Legislatui-es, such alterations and provisions, therein, as shall, 
wlien agreed to, in Congress, and confirmed by the States, render tlie federal 
eonstitutioa adequate to the exigencies of government, and the preservatiott 
of the Union.** 

On the 24th of November, 1786, New Jersey had approved the measure, 
and nominated David Brearley, William C. Houston, William Patters o n, and 
John Neilson, commissioners on her part ; to whom she afterwards added, 
Governor Livingston, and Abraham Clark, on the 19th of May, 1787, 
(omitting the name of Mr. Niekon,) and Jonathan J>ayton, oA the 7th of 
June. 

XIII. The representatives of twelve States convened at the time and place 
appointed; Rhode Island, alone, having refused to send deputies. Having, 
unanimously, chosen General Washington their president, they proceeded 
[ with closeil doors, to discuss the interesting subject submitted to them. Upon 
the great principles of the system, not much contrariety of opinion is under- 
stood to have prevailed ; but the various and intricate modifications of those 
principles, presented much difficulty. More than onoe, there was reason to 
ter, 'that the convention would rise without effecting the object for which k 
was fbrmed. Happily, the advantages of the Union triumphed over local 
interests. And at length, on the 17th of September, the constitution of the 
United States of America, was given to the world. 

Although earnestly devoted to the establishment of a strong and oarmanent 
government for the Union, New Jersey was anxious to preserve the original 
equality of the States, which had given to each, in Congress, before and after 
the adoption of the articles of c>onfedoration, a voire alike potential. 'J'he 
pretension was unjust, considering the United States as composed of one 
people, but had a colour of propriety when they were viewed as a coniede- 
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ration «»r iiKlepeiuleut States. Tlie " New Jerst^y plan," as it was termod, 
was j)i opu.5t;<i by Mr. Pattersoii, and sustained by tiie delegates of New Jeiaey, 
ConnecticuL, Delaware, and in part of Maryland. To it^ introduction we, 
probably, owe that provision of the constitution of the United States, which 
gave from, the several States, an equal lepresealatleii In the Senate.* 

The convention directed the lesult of th^ labouis to be laid belbie Cod- 
gress; and that it should afterwards be submitted to a convention of de]fi> 
gates, chosen in each State by the peojfle^ thereof, under the recomnseudation 
of its Legislature, for their assent and ratification ; and that so soon as the 
eonventiohs of nine States should have jpatiiied it, it shoiiLd be carried, into 
operation by Congress, in a mode prescribed. 

When snbmiltcd to the people, the merits of this constitution were fnlly 
and rigorously di^^^eiissH, not only in the several conventions, but in tiio 
peri(j<lical papers ui" ihe day. The federal, and the State-right parties, which 
«livi«l( d the country, maintained their views with equal zeal; but the first, 
iiilt r an arduous struggle, prevailed. In producing this result, Mt^sfs. 
Madison, Jay, and Hamilton, were among the most efficient and distinguish- 
ed agents, and their essays under the title of tlie Federalist, form a valua- 
ble treatise on government, whioh must continue to be the text book ibr» at 
least, the statesmen of North America. 

So balanced were the parties in some of the States, that Sfvea aiier the 
oonetittttion had been loi^ discussed, its late could scarcely be od^ectuxed; 
and so small in many instances, was the majority in its favour^ as to affi>rd 
graund to believe, that had the influence of character been removed, the 
merits^of the instrument would not have secured its adoption- And in some 
of tlie adopting State=^, n mn jorlty of the people are supposed to have been op- 
posed to it. The coiTutnssiouei s of New Jersey, reported to the Assembly 
the proceedings of iho (Convention, on tiie 25tJi ofOctoter, 1787. And Con- 
gress having unanimously resolved, that the constitution \yc transiiiittcd to 
the several Stiites, for consideration, the House, unanimously, on the 29th of 
October, recommended, s^ch inhabitants of the State as were entitled to vote 
fi>r representatives in the General Ajssembly, to elect on ths fourth Tuesday 
of November, from each county, three ddegates to a conveiitiony to meet at 
Trenton, on the second Tuesday of Deoeml&r^ to consider, and if apfurairad, 
to FBtifyt the constitution. , 

The State Convention met on the 11th of Decemher^ 1787, and chose 
John Stephens, president, and Samuel Witham Stockton, secretary. , After 
establishing rules, for its government, it resolved, that the iederal constita- 

* T})c plan of Mr. Patteraon contemplated the amendmcmt of the articles of confMe- 

ration — By vesting in Congreos power — To raise a revenne >iy f!iities on imposts, 
stamps, and postage — To regulate trade and commerce with lurcign nations, and be- 
tween the States; all punishments, fines, forfeitures, and penalties, to be adjudged bv 
the common law judiciary of tho State, in which tlie offence should be coiqiaittea, 
subject to an appeal to the judiciary of the United States — To make requisitions upon 
the several States, in proportion to the whole number of inhabitants, including those 
bound to tervitade for a term of years, and thxae-Mhs of Blavei; and in case of non- 
compliance, to direct the collection of the same — to elect a Fedend Executive to con- 
sist of several persons, paid by Congress, having power to appoint nil Federal officers, 
&c.— To establish a Federal Judiciary, consisting of a supreme tribunal, appointed by 
the Ezecntive, dnrin? good behavionr, to have original jurisdiction in case of im- 
peachment, and appellate jurisdiction in cases relating to ambassadors, captures, 
piracy and fclonv on llio sea — To impose an oatJi of fidelity, &c. on all officers — To 
make the Federal law:* and treaties the supreme laws of tlio land, and to coll forth the 
military powers of the confederated States, to enforce such laws — To provide for the 
admission of new States into the TJninn — T i provide for deciding- upon all disputes 
between the United States and an individual State, respecting territory — ^To make a 
uniform rule of naturalization, &c. &c. 
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tion be read, by sections, and that, as S(j read, every member make his obser- 
vations thereon; that after debating such section, the question be taken, 
whether further debate be had thereon; and if determined in the negative, 
thai the convention proceed in like manner to the next section, until the 
whole be gone through; upon which the geneial quegtion shall be taken, 
Whether the Conventioii in the and on behalf of the people of this 
State, do ratify and oonfirm the said constitution t" And on Tiresday, the 
18th of December, the constitution was, unanimously, adopted, without a sin- 
gle amendment. On the 19th, the members of the Convention went in i 
solemn procession, to the Court House, where the ratification wis puUicly i 
read to the people.* i 
The twelve articlr-f? of rimrndmriit, ^^•hirh were propo9od and adopted, at i 
the first session of the lirst Congress, were raUiied bv liiis Slate, by an act 
passed on the 20th of November, 1789. That the Imppioess of all the citi- 
zens of the Unit' (1 States has been promote and x rured, by the Federal 
Constitution, admits not of doubt. But, to New Jersey, especially, that in- 
strument brought peace, protection and prosperity. Condemned, by circum- 
stances, whidi thb could not control, to abandon all prospect of ^reign coro- 
meroe, would have been dependant upon New York on the east, and 
Pennsylvania on the west, for her supplies of ibrsign roeichancBse. For so 
valuable a customer, those Stales would, probably, have contended between 
themselves ; and the inhaUtants on the shores of the Delaware and its tribii> 
taries, would have made common interest with Philadelphia, whilst those on . 
the banks of the Hudson and the sea coast, would have been controlled by ! 
the morrhnnts of New York. Tvess causes have divided »'^tafcs, have given 
birth to civil v. nrs, follnwed by the subjection of the country. New Jersey I 
might have become the prize for which her great neighbours would have re- I 
sorted to arms ; and her greatest happiness might have been, to be conquered 
by the strongest. 

' From the dread of these evils, the Union has, happily, delivered her, and 
left her at perfect liberty to pursi^, with unerring certainty, the wdfhie of i 
lier eitiaens. Debaned from foreign oommevee, she has turned her pro- 
▼idenoe to agriculture and manufiictures. For the first, the diversity of her 
eoOs is admirably adapted. For Ae second, her mines and her streams have 
fitly prepared her. From both, she has continued to derive, abundantly, 
nxnals, wealth, and happiness. Since the adoption of the Federal Constitu* 
tion, few subjects of historical intmst have occurred, — public business has 
flowed in a silent and tranquil stream, and individual prosperity has been un- 
interniptr^d. The fondest wish of the patriot hrnrt, must be, that the Union, 
the Federal Constitution, and the weal of State, which are inseparable, 
may, also, be perpetual. 

* New Jersey was the third Stale to ratify the eonstitatbii, bein^ preceded en^ 
Dekware, on the 7t]i, and PennqflvBiiia, ma the 18th, of Deeenber. 
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NOTE A.-^Pn^ 6. 

^ The Hudson and Delaware rivers have been known under various names, by the 
aborigines and the whitei. Thus, the Hudson was called Manahattaf firom an In- 
dian nation near its month. MahakaneghUtCf or Mohican/^niliuekf and Mohegan, from 
ihf Mohicans; Shattemuck. perhaps a corruption of the preceding: anH CahrfnJm, by 
th.e Iroquois. Tho Dutch and English termed it liie Ni)rlh, to distinguish it jVom 
tiie Delaware, or bouth river. The Dutch abo called it Mauritius river, in honour 
of Prince Manrice. The Spaniards are supposed to have called it JUvisrs de JHm- 
tagncs, from the Highlands through which it passes. 

The Delaware, among the natives, was known n«( the PmttnTaf. Marisqncton, 
Maker iskitton^ and Makerisk-kiskon, and Lcnapr-irihittuck, stream of the Lenape. 
Bj the Dutch it was called Zujdt, or South, Nassau, Prince Kendrick's, or Charles' 
river -, and by the Eng1ish| the Delaware. The derivation of the last name is 
doubtful. Campanios says it was so named, from Mons. De la Warre, a c^tain 
under Chartier; and that it was discovered in 1G00 ; whilst Stith informs us, that 
Thomas West, Lord Delaware, discovered and gave it his name, in 1610, and that 
he died opposite its mouth, on a second voyage to Virffinia, in 1618. In Heylin's 
Cosmography, originally written in 1648, bat continued hy Edwsfd Bohon to 1708, 
this river is called ^roM^ks. 

NOTE B.— Page 18. 

The description given by Planta genet, w»as doubtless very enticing, and it would 
seem that the country had been pretty well explored, since he speaks familiarly of 
" iron stone, and by it, waters and falls, to drive iron-works, in an uninhabited de- 
sert." He speaks ako, of lions, for which probably the paatiiers were taken. On re- ' 
ligious sohjects, the views of the projectors were liberal for the age, since there was 
to be ''no persecution to any dissenting; and to all such, as to the Walloons, in 
Holland, free chapeln: and to punish all as seditiooa, and for contemptyas bitter rail, 
and condemn others of tiie contrary." 

NOTE C^Page 34. 

There is a singular pleasure in contrasting the order and mora] beauty which has 
arisen fiom the chaotic materials of primitive Qwkcrism. To the philosophic mind, 
the dependence on the divinti^ht within, as the guide of moral action, is little else 
than an abandonment of the understanding tn every ojipricious impulse, and " wind 
of doctrine." Intense zeal has but two modes of expending itself — by action 
upon others, or upon ourselves. In the first case, its fruits are, commonly, active 
fince and oppression, of which the history of every sect, Is but too fbll of ex* 
ample; and in the second, it is passive resistance, whose reaction is wpuH to any 
power that rf\n bo brought to ht nr npon it. But this species of force requires the 
hoTiingeneity and condensation of the [ arts of the suffering body . These were given 
by the establishment of the discipline of tiie Q,uakers, providing practical rules 
of action ibr lifb, and requiring the assent of a large portion of the society, to all 
public demonstrations of its faith and doctrines; whilst, at the same time, watchfhl 
^unrdiaris observed nnd rerrulated, by timely monition, tho wnlking of the brethren. 
In these causes, of which Uie peculiarity of garb, the Quaker inuform, is but part, 
lay the strength of the society. The persecution it sustained, was an exterior force 
aiding its integrity and preservation, and without which, it is possible, the society 
cannot resist Uie centrifiigal power of the inward divine light. For, when that 
ceased, a disintegration commenced, which has already produced a broad separation 
of the parts, and may ultimately resolve the whole body into primitive monads. 
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From th« wtitingt of nodem hiiftoriaiu, and apologMii of Qmktniiiii we mig lit 
■oppose, that none of the Quakers, who were imprisoned by the mogiftrates, at Um 

period, had b<^en accused of aught but the profession of their pocnViar doctrines, or 
attendance at llieir peculiar places of worship. But very difl'erent causes of their 
imprisonment, have been trautimitted to us, even hy the sufi'erers themselves, and 
which leave it questionable whether the greateet wrong they eoetaineil, waa not the 
oommitta] to the gaol, iaetead of the lunatic hospital. Theie Mctaiiane, who have 
always professed and inculcated the maxims of inviolable peace, who not many 
years fiffer their association, were accounted philosophical deists, seeking to pave 
the way to a scheme of natural religion, hy allegorizmg the distinguishing articles 
of the Christian faith» and who are, now, in general, remarkable for calm henevi^ 
lence, and peculiar vemoteneis firom actiTO efffatte to make pioeelytes, were^ in their 
infancy, the most impetuous zealots, and inveterate disputers. In their eagerness 
to convict the world, and to bear witness from the fountain of oracular testimony, 
which they supposed to reside within them, against a regular ministry, which they 
called a priesthood of Baal, and against the sacraments, which they termed carnal 
and idolatrous obserrances, many committed the most revolting Uasphemy, inde- 
cency, and disorderly outrage. 

We refer our readers, on this subject, to Spiral's TTistory, Howell's State Tria!?, 
vol. V. p. 801 — vol. vi. p. 998; Hume's History of Enirland, vol. vii. p. 336 ; Besse s 
** Collection of the Sufferings of the People called Quakers;" Fox's JouiuoJ, Xc. 

NOTE D.^Fage 37. 

*nie being a party to this agreement, constitution, or ooncossioBS, eonfivs sa 
bonoor upon a descendant, of which many inhabitants of New Sm&f may now jost^ 
ly boast. The names of the signers, one hundred and fifly in number, may be found 
in the Appendix to Smith's Uistoxy, page 5S8, and Leaming and Spicer's CoUee- 
tion, page 409. 

^ NOTE E.— Pago 88. 

Thomas Hutchinstm, of Bererley; Thomas Pierson, of Bonwicke, yeoman; Jo- 
seph Helmsly, of Great Kdke, yeoman; George Hutchinson, of Sheffidd, distiller; 

and Mablon Stacy, of Hansworth, tanner; all of tfio ronnt}' of York, were principal 
creditors of E. Byllin^e, to wliom several of the oUier creditors made assignments of 
tiieir debts, which together amounted to the sum of £>24^0 sterling, and who took 
in satisfaction, seven fhll, equal and undivided ninetieth parts of ninety equal sad 
undivided hnndnd parts of West Jersey ; and the same was conveyed to them, 
their heirs and assit^ns, by William Penn, Gawen Lawrie, Nicholas Lucas, and E. 
Byllinje, by^ deed, bearing date, the first of tin: montli called March, 167G : And by 
another conveyance of the same date, from and to the same persons, in satisfactioo 
for other debts, to the amount of £1050 sterling, three other full, equal and on* 
divided ninetieth parts of the aforesaid ninety equal and undivided hundred parts of 
West Jersey^ were also conveyed.— ^^AncliV Htsf . JVeio Jersey, p. 92, n. 

NOTE F.— Pa^e 89. 

Among thesse first settlers of Burlington, were Thomas Ulive, Daniel Wiiis, Wil- 
liam Peachy, William Clay ton» John Crips, Thomas Eves, Thomas Harding, Tbomai 
Nostter, Thomas Farnwovth, Morgan Drewet, William Pennton, Henry Jennings, 
WiHiam Hibes, SaMuel Lovett, John Woolston, William Woodmaney, Christopher 
Saunders, and Robert Powell. John Wilkinson and William Poikins were with 
their frimilies, passeiiijers, but dying ou tiie vovn^re, the latter werp duly protected, 
and aided by their fellow^ passengers. Perkins became a <^tuake^, early in life, and 
lived well in Leicestershire ; but, in the fifty-second year of his sge, waa induced, 
by a favourable account of New Jersey, written by Richard Hartsberno, to embsrk 
with his wife, four children, and some servants. Among the last, waa «ne Mar- 
shall, a carpenter, whose services were most useful in setting up the hahitatioos of 
the new comers. 

NOTE G.— Page 40. 

In the WilltHg Mind came James Nevill, Henry Salter, George Deacon, and other 
families; in the Martha, Thomas Wrl<rbt, Willinm Goforth, John Lynam, Edward 
Season, William Black, Richard Dungworlh, George Miles, WilUam Wood/ihoiiuis 
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Schooley, Rickaril Harrison, Thomas Hooten, tSamuei Taylor, Marmaduke Horse- * 
maa, WiHna Qzlej, WiUiam Lex, NAthutel Lnk», the families of Robert Stacy, 
and Samuel Odie, and Thomas BUia, and Joint Barts, servants sent by George 
Hutchinson. T.Rtters from the fir=;t fmifl^rants, from John Crijjps, Thom.as Hooten, 
WiUiam Clark, and others, to th. i tm nds in England, descriptive of the ricliness 
and capabilities of the soil, abundance of game and fruits, temperature oi' the 
oUiaate, ezoellenee of the water, and kinditeos of the ahorigines, induced many to 
einic;rate. In Tht Skiddf oame WiUiam Emiey, the aecond time, with his wife, two 
children, one born by the way, two men, and two women servants; Mahlon Stacy, 
his wife, children, and several servants, men and women ; Thomas Lambert, hi^ v. ife, 
children, and several men and women servants } Joiin Lambert and servant; 1 iiunias 
Revell, his wife, children, and servants; Godfrey Hancock, his wife, children, and 
•ervants; Thomas PMte, his wift, and ehtMren; John Wood and Ibar children} 
Thomas Wood, wife, and children; Robert Murfin, Ue wifil, and two children; 
Robert Schaoley, his wife, and children; James Pharo, wife, and children; Susan- 
nah Farnswortli, her children, and two servants; Richard Tattersal, his wife, and 
children; Godfrey Newbold, John Dewsbury ; Richajrd Green, Peter and John 
Fretwelt; John Newbold; one Barns, a merchant from Hull, Francis Barwick, 
George Parks, George Hill, Jolm Heyres^and several more. 

In the ship from London, 1678, came John Denn, Thomas Kent, John Hollins- 
head, with their families; Wilham Hewlings, Abraham Hewiings, Jonathan Eld- 
ridge, John Petty, Thomas Kirby, with others: the first of these settled about Salem, 
the rest at Burlington. About this time, and a few years afterwards, arrived at 
Burlington, the following settlers from England, viz. John Butcher, Henry Grubby 
William Butclier, William Brightwin, Thomas Gardner, John Budd, John Bourten, 
Seth Smith, Walter Pumphrey, Thomas Ellis, James Satterthwaite, Richard Arnold, 
John Woolman, John Stacy, Thomas Eves, Benjamin Dufield, John Payne, Samuel 
Cleft, William Cooper, John Shfain, WUliam Biles, John Skein, John Warrel, An- 
thony Morris, Samuel Banting, Charles Read, Francis Collins, Thomas Mathews, 
Christopher Wetherill, John Dewsbury, John Day, Richard Basnett, John Antrem, 
William liiddle, Samuel Furnace, John X^add, Thomas Raper, Roger Hnggins, and 
Thomas Wood. 

About tiiis time also, arrived John Kinsey. His father, one of the commksioners, 
dying on his arrival, the charge of the fkmilj fiili upon him. He and his son be- 
came much distinguished in the province, holding many puUic stations. The latter 
died chief justice of Pennsylvania. 

NOTE II.— Page 43. 

The names of this Assembly and Council, and the funu8 of tlieir engagements, 
may be seen in Learning and Spiceir's Collection of Grants, &c. p. 456. 

NOTE L— Page 46. 

We purposed fn rrprint here, the act relating to the Confession of Faith; but our 
space does not permit it. It will be found in Learning and Spicer's Collection, 
p. 548. 

NOTE K.^Page 48. 

» 

The salary of the Governor was, generalijr, fil^ pounds a year, paid in country 

produce, at prices fixed by law, and sometimes, lour shillings a day besides, to definj 
the charges whlh> a session was held : the wages of the Council and Assembly, during 
the sitting in legislation, was, to each member, three shillings a day : the rates for pub- 
lic charges, were levied at two shillings a head, for every male above fourteen years. 

In 1668 the council consisted of six, vis. Nicholas Verlet, Robert Bond, Robert 
Vanqiiellin, Daniel Price, Samuel Edsall, and William Pardon ; the Assembly of 
twelve, viz. Casper Steenmets, Halta/.ar Bayard for Born-i-n, John Ogden, senior, 
John Brackett for Elizabeth town, Robert Treat and Samuel Swame for Newark, 
John Bisiiop and Robert Dennis for Woodbridge, James Gruvcr and John Bound 
for Middletown and Shrewsbury. 

NOTE L.— Page 51. 
If is not difTicult to imderstand how a friendly intercourse originated between 
the leading persons among the Quakers, and Chailee U. and his brother. The 
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Quakers denred to avail thtmtelvet of the aullioiitj of the Kmg, Ibr tlw iMtiWiih 

xnent of a general toleration, and for their own especial defence against the Mimity 
and dislike of their numerous adversaries. The Kinir and his brother refjarded, 
with great benevolence, tlie principles of non-resist&uce, professed bj FnendSi and 
found in them, the only class of ProteetantSi who eoidd be rendered instrumental to 
their dengn of re-eitabUehing Popery, bj the piepentoiy meatofe of geMiel tol^ 
ration. But how the friendly relation thus oieated, belwreen tiie xejal brothers, naA 
swch men as Ppnn imd B;ircl;!v slioulii have continued to «»x1«if. uninterrupted by 
all the tyranny and treacliery winch the rt-igns of these princes disclnsk d. is a diffi- 
culty which their contemporaries were unable to solve, otherwise ilian by cumider' 
ing the Quakere, aa at bottom, the Yotartea of Popery and arbitrary power. Tha 
more modem and joater, aa well as more charitable cendnre ia,that thsy were dopse 
of kingly courtesy, crnfl, and dissimulation. They endeavoured to inaV.e an instru- 
ment of the Kin^ ; while he permitted them to flatter themselves v, Jt ii this hope, that 
he might avail himself of their instrumeutaiity, for the auvompiishment of his owa 
^ 'deeignB.^OiraA«iiie'« Col. JUist. 

NOTE M.--Page 51. 

By recurring to the lettera of Rudyard, first deputy*govemor of East Jersey, 
Samuel Groome, iorveyor, Lawrie, deputy-governor^ John Barclay, and Arthur 
Forbes, to the proprietaries in London, the reader will perceive how strong and 
favourable were the liupressions on the minds ol" the first settlers, in relation to the 
country. See Smith's Hist. New Jersey, from page IGS to ISS. 

NOTE N.— Page 56. 

The counsellors named in the inatntctiona were Edward HunlakeY Lewie Morris, 
Andrew Bowne, Samuel Jenninga, Thomas Kevel, Francis Davenport, William 

Pinhorne, Samuel Leonard, George Deacon, Samuel Walker, Daniel Lee«|B, Wil- 
liam Sanford, and Robert Quarry. Quarry was said to be of tlie council of five 
governments at one timej viz. New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia. He died ahout the year 1712.'5mtM, p. 281, n. 

NOTE O.— Page 66. 

A dispute was long pending between the general proprietors and the inblbitavfa 
of Newark, relating' to lands inckuled within the bounds of three Indian purchases, 
called the Mountain, the Horse Neck, and Van Gieson's. After several suits at 
law and equity, the contest was referred to arbitrators, mutually chosen by the 
partiea, who awarded in favour of the general proprietora. Some the deftndanta, 
diaaatiafied with the award, enrir:u our« il 1) t x ite the others to farther contest, 
g'ave occasion for the letter of Mr. Ogden, who was council for the proprietors. 
His clear and satisfactory exposition of the case, most probably prevented a conti- 
nuation of tlie coniroversy . We find the letter too long to be copied. It may be 
aeen in a email pamphlet, in the Phikdelphia Library, as noted, at page 66 of the 
text. 

NOTE ip.— Page 77. 

The enrioua reader will find at the end of vol. iv. of the printed Miantea of (he 
Aatembly,in the State Library, at Trenton, a MSS. table of the sittings of Awom- 

bly, from the surrender, in the year 1702, to the revolution, in 1776, with the names 
of the n-,)v, rnors and speakersi" and alao, ''a list of the members of Assembly 

during the same period." 

NOTE Q.— Page 81. 

Names of the Legislative Council, in 1707, Richard Ingoldsby, lieutenant- 
governor, William Pinhorne, R. Mompesson, Thoinas Revel], Daniel Leeds, Daniel 
Coxe, Richard Townly, Robert Quarry, and Wiiiiam baudfoid. 

• • . 

NOTE R.— Page 88. 

This illneea of Jennings proved mortal, after a year*e duiation. He wae aaaAleu 

minister among " Friends;" and upon all occasions took an active part in pubUo 
afiuirs, in which he was alike distinguished by ability and integrity. His warm and 
" sanguine temperament, was ordinarily controlled by a sound and experienced judg- 
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meul^ but iL i»omelimeii beUrayeU him iulu hasty trnd past^iuimle cuuducL, oi which 
lus trMtment to Keith, the apofUte Quaker, whibt on trial before the eoorl at 
PhUadelpliia, was a remarkable instance, and perhaps jufttified the charge made hy 
the Rchismatic, that " he was too high and imprrious, in worldly ronrts " He was 
Ctn ardent iover of liberty, and firm' and feai le^y in its dulence. Ami though his 
manners were stern and severe, he was alwayB sought by the people when impor- 
tant atrricM waia lequirad. Twenty-eight yean of hia lift wens devoted to public 
employment; part of whidi, in Philadelphia. In private lift, tayv Smith, " aliva 
to the more generous emotions of a mind formed to benevolence, and acts of human- 
ity, he was a friend to the widow, the fatherless, and the unhappy ; tender, compas- 
sionate, disinterested, and with great opportunities, he left but a small estate; 
abhorring of^mauon in every ehape, hia whole eondacty a will to relieve and be- 
friend mankind, far above the littleneas of party and sinieter views. He left three 
daughters, who intermarried with three brothers, by the name of Stovenaon, whoee 
posterity reside in New Jersey and Pennsylvania." 

. Thomas Gordon, his successor, was intimately connected with the proprietaries of 
Eaat Jersey, before the surrender of the government In 1702. In 1697-8, he was 
depnfy-aeeretary, and regialer d the province, and one <^the conncili and in 1702, 
on die removal of William Doekwra, he was appointed principal aecretary. He 
was several years a repreH<»ntative in the A?«emblv, aftf^r the surrender; was 
treasurer for the eastern divison of the province, and distinguisiied in Perth Amboy 
as a pious member and liberal patron of the Episcopal church. He died pn the 28th 
of April, 1722, aged seventy yean. A tomb-atone in the grave-yard St. Pator*B 
ebareh, at Amboy, with a long Latin inaeription, eommemoratee hia virtuea. 

NOTE S.— Page 83. 

THp Asscniblv of New York adopted resolutionp, dpc!;iring, that the levying- 
iiioiiRy on iicr Majesty s subjects of ilie colony, under any pretpnce, without the 
cuiiueut of the General Absembly, was a violation of the people s properly^ and 
that the fireemen of the colony had an unqoeationable, perfect and entire property 
in their goods and estate. We recognise here, the principles which subsequently 
led to the revolution. The Assembly; also, denounced the practice of Cornbory, in 
levying imposts on trade, and establishing fees without the sanction of law. 

NOTE T.— Page 86. 

The members of Council named in the instructions of Goveruur 11 unter, were 
Lewia Horrta, William Pinhorne, George Deacon, Richard Townley, Daniel Coze, 
Roger Mompeaaon, Peter Sonmans, Hugh Huddy, William Hall, Tliomaa Gordon, 
Thomas Gardiner, Colonel Robert Quarry. Tiie Queen, on the receipt of the re- 
monstrance of the Assembly, appointed John Anderson, Klisba Parker, Thomas 
fiyerly, John Hamilton, and Johu Heading; removing riaiiorue, Coxe, Sonmans, 
and HaU. 

NOT£ U.— Page 94. 

We give the following abatract from the minutes of the Assembly, indicative of 

the spirit of the times, and exemplifying the matter which occasionally occupied 
the Legislature. On tiie 24th of January, 1719, the House appointed a committee 
to inquire into certain printed libels, and personal abuse against its members. One 
Benjamin Johnaon, of Monmouth, had aaid to William Lawrence, a member from 
that county, " You Lawrence, are a pitiful pimping fellow, and iuve been AUe to 
your trust in the Assembly " On tb?> romplaint of Ltiwrence, Johnson was ordered 
into arrest by the House ; but he avoided its displeasure by abscnnHin^ A passage 
in Titan Leeds' Almanac, for 1718, was voted libellous, and the autiior and printer 
were ordered into the custody of the aergeant^atrarme. Leeda was apprehended ; 
bnt we do not know how puniahed. Two pamphlets, one entitled, " A further dts- 
e&veryof the mystery of trade, pro-posrd hy A B," and the other, " Propasah for traf^ 
and commerce in A'ew Jersey," wptp ?i]so declared to be Hbelloos, the books con- 
demned to be burned by the common hangman, and a reward otiered for the appre- 
heiiaionofthe anthora. William Sandford and Thomaa Boakirk, Esq. of Bergen 
county, were aireated on the speaker's warrant, for having reported, that Mr. Philip 
buylpr, ;i member of the House, " had dranl a heatth to the damnation of the go- 
otarnoT and ihejuaUccs of lAe |reac«." Sandford admitted and justiiied the deciua* 
2 U. 
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tion; producing the ftiMsYit of tb* eoraMr oi the flounty, to Um utlirin^ of At 
words by 8ehayler. Schuyler denied the words, but said, thtt hb had qwBtellcd 

with the coroner, and Jiad kicked him. WhereTipf'ii . the House pave the membf»r 
permission to withdraw and go home, that he luiL'lit [^rncure evidence to disprove 
the charge thus brought against biin. Sandford and Buskirk were discharged from 
catlody. A copy of the affidarit waa daaiad to Sehnylar. Sabsequently, tb« •ow- 
ner waa raqalred to name the penoaa present, wtien tbia offenaiva worda were 
alleged to have been uttered. These persons having no remembrance of the words, 
Schuyler was acqniued by a Bol^mn vot^, and permitted again to taka htB aaat. Bnt 
tha prooeedings against landlord and Buskirk were not renewed. 

NOTE V..-Paf a 97. 

Um namban af eonneil, aanad im tka inatraetiona of Oovanior Buniot, were 
Lawii Morris, Thomas Gordon, John Anderson, John Hamilton, Thomas Byerly, 
Darid Lyell, John Parker, Jolm Willa, John Hoggi John Johoaon, jnnior. Ma 
Raadingi and Peter Bard. 

INOTE VV.— Page 105. 

We refer the reader to Sparks' Life of Governeur Morris, for a full account of 
this family, which has been distinguished for so many years in New York and New 
Jonaf. 

NOTE Z — Page 121. 

It was rumoured at an early period, that Braddock had been shot by his men. 
Mora raoanCly, it haa bean stated, by one who eonld not be mistaken, tfkaft in tha 
'COana of the battle, Braddock ordered the provincial troops to form a column. They, 

however, adhered to the Indian inndf nf firing, sevfrally, froin the sheltt^r of the 
trees. HraddoLk, in his vexation, r* fi*^ u[> to a youn^ inan by the name of Fawcett, 
and with his sword, rashly cut him down. Tiioums FuwcuU, a brotiier of the killed, 
soon laarned his tU/tf and watching his opportunity^ revangad bis brolhor*a blood, 
by shooting Braddock, mortally, through tha bo^. Thomas Fawcett dwelt near 
Laurel l^ill, Pcnnsylvnnia, until above nina^-MV«a yatlB Of aga."^/2«|gt«leri^ 
PeMtuylvtmia, by S. Hazardf Jan. 28tA, 1828. 

NOTE AA.— Pago 140. 

Tha following abstract from the addre.^8 of Mr. Speakor Ogdon to the House, ex- 
hibits, strongly, the state of the public feelinrr. " I nrn so iinhnppy as to find, that 
mv condiift, which w?im the consequence of tins ojunion, farmed on the mogt deli- 
berate, impartial, aud disinterested reasoning on liie subject, has been put in axi un- 
Ikvonnblo light, and haa mada mo the object of too general a resentment; I tnat, 
that Proyideneo will, in dua time, make the rectitude of my heart, and my inviola- 
ble affection to my country, appear in a fair light to the world, and that my sole aim 
was the happiness of New Jersey. But, as at present, there appears a great dissatis- 
faction at my conduct, that has spread even among some of my constituents, wiiom 
I hava aarvad many yean in Qanava] Aiaambly , to tha atmoat of my abtlitiee, I beg 
leave of tha Hoose, to reaign my aaat in it, whereby my constitnenta may have an op* 
portunity of sending another person in my room, who may act more agreeable to 
their present sentiments : though I am well assured, that no person can be found, 
who will study their welfare more sincerely, nor pursue it with more steadinees and 
integrity than I have done.** — Vof§» of JjknmUtf. Mr. Stephen Crane wae elected 
In the plaee of Mr. Ogden. 

NOTE BB.— -Page I5S. 

The enit inelttnted, if any, againat the treasurer, Stephen Skinner, was neTar 
broQgbt to tiiaL He adhered to the Britiali in the revolutionary war, and all bis 
IHToperty in Raw Jereey, wae eonfieeated and eold for the benefit of the State. 

NOTE CC— Page lt,4. 

List of deputies in the provincial Congress, May, June, and August, 1775. 

Btrgm Qnmfy, John Fell, John Demareet, Hendriek Knyper, Abrakam Van Bae> 
kirk, Edw. Metaalins. Essex, Henry Garritae, Miohael Vreeland, Robert Dram* 
mond, John Berry, William P. Smith, John Stiles, John Chrtwond, Abraham Clark, 

Etia.s Boudinnt, Isaac Oarden, Philip Van-Cortlandt, Bethuel Pier.son, Caleb Camp. 
Middifsez, Nathaniel Heard, William Smith, John Dunn, John Lloyd, Azariah Dun- 
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bMtt, loin SoknniMai) Jolm W«th«riU, David Willianiaon, Joaalliaii Sergctnty Jonv 
than BdMwia, Jonathan Deare Morris^ William Winds, WUIiam De Hart, Peter 

Dickergon, Jacob Drake, Elliy Cooko, Silaa Condict. Somtrsri, Tlendrick Fisher, 
John Roy, Feter bchenk, Abraham Van Neste, Enos Kelsey, Joaathan D. Sergeant, 
Frederick Frelinghuysen, William Patterson, Archib&id Stewart, Edward Dumont, 
WilUtm Maxwell, Ephnim Bfartia-. Mimmmakf Edward Taylor, Joseph Saltar, 
Robert Montgomery, John Holmes, John Covenhoven, Daniel Hendrickson, Nicho- 
las Van Brunt. Hunterdon, Samuel Tucker, John Mehelm, John Hart, John Stout, 
Jasper Smith, Thomas Lowry, Charles Stewart, Daniel Hunt, Ralph Hart, Jacob 
Jennings, Richard Stevens, John Stevens, junior, Thomas Stout, Thomas Jones, 
John Banett. BurlingUmf Joseph ^rden, laaae Pearaon, CoUn Campbell, Joseph 
Read, John Pope. (HoueetUr, John Cooper, Elijah Clark, John Sparka. Cumber' 
land, Samuel Fithian, Jonathan Elmer, Thomas Ewing. Salemy Andrew Sinnick- 
son , Robert Johneon, Samuel Dick, Jacob Sco^n, James James. Cape Ma^f Jesse 
Hand. 

NOTB DD.-^Page 172. 

List of the deputies of the provincial Congress, elected in September, 1T76. 

BtrgeHf John Demarest, Jacobus Post, Abraham Van Boskirk. Essex f Abraham 
Clark, Lewis Ogden, Samuel Potter, Caleb Camp, Robert Dmmmond. MiddJesrr, 
John Wetherill, John Dennis, Azariah Dunham. MorriSf William Winds,* WilUam 
De Hart,* Jacob Drake, Silas Condict, Ellis Cook. Somersetf Hendrick Fisher, 
Cornelius Van Muliner,* Ruloflb Van Dyke. Ams, WilUam Maxwell,* Ephraim 
Martin, Thomas Potts,* Abijah Brown, Mark Thompson. Hunterdon, Samuel 
Tucker, John Mehelm, John Hart, Charles Stewart, Augustine StevenBon * Mon- 
mouth, Edward Taylor, John Covenhoven, Joseph Holmes BurUngtorif Isaac Pier- 
son, John Pope, Samuel How,* John Wood, Joseph Newbold. GUmeuteTf John 
Cdoper,* Joseph Ellis, Thomas Clark,* Elijah Clark * Richard Somers.* Asiem, 
Grant Gibbon, Benjamin Holme, John Holme, Edward Keasby, John Carey. Cum- 
berland, Tlieophiina £lmef» Jonathan Eyeis. Q»p« JIfoy, Jesse Hand/ Elyah 
Hughes. 

* The person wluae bmuc avB thus * mad»d did not attend this snssimi of the 
Congress. 
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